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The compilation of tins work was undertaken 
at the request of the TJmvereity ot Calcutta tp assist 
the studies of those who were desirous of competing 
for its honours The author has been encouraged 
to publish an edition in this country on the kind 
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dious narrative of the progress of the Bntish empire 
in India So far as historical truth can be discovered, 
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detailed m it and ho is not without a hope that 
Ins efforts to present an impartial and trustworthy 
opinion on the various transactions which have been 
the subject and the sport of party feeling may be 
found not^altogother unsuccessful 
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For the -iafonnation of Iho English reader, it is 
requisite to Intimato that a crofe of rupees is a million 
sterling ; a lao of rupees, 10,0001. i a gold mohur, S2«. ; 
a pagoda, 8s. ; and a rupee, 2s.; also that a maun is 
equivalent to 82 Ihs., and a seer to 2 ibs. 
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CEAPTER 1 

lARLT mSTOBT TO THE GHDZia 1SVA8IOV 

. . LfDU 18 bounded on the north and the east by 

woBawnMid . ,1^ 

AsTiumof tne Hunalayu monnlams, on the vrest by the 
Indas, and on the south by the sea Its length 
from Cashmere to Gape Comorm is 1,900 miles , its breadth from 
Kurrachce to Sudiya, in Assam, 1,500 miles The superficial 
contents ore 1,287,000 m3es». and the population, under British 
and natire rnle, is now estimated at 200,000,000 It is 
crossed from east to west a chain of mountains called the 
Vindj’a, at \he base of which flows the Neibudda The 
country to the north of this nver is generally designated 
Hmdostan, aiAl that t A tbe^south of it the Deccan Hmdostan 
13 composed of the basin of the Indus on one eide, and of the 
Ganges on the other, with the great sandy desert on the 
west, and an elcTated tract now called, from its position, 
* Central India The Deccan has on its northern houndaiy a 
chain of mountams running parallel with the Vindya, to the 
sonth of which stretches a table lan^J of tnangnlar form, ter- 
mmatmg at Cape Comorm, with ^he western Ghauts, on the 
western coast, and the eastern Chants, of minor altitude, on 
the opposite coast* Between the Ghants and the sea lies a 
narrow belt of land which runs round ftie wnole peninsula. 
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CJirrinn’A'T’ ft Of {\K‘ ftttcicnt historj’ orv cJironolopy of tlie 

iiionin>oo«. Iiiiuioos there nn* no croilihlo mcmornls. Tiio 
history wob c<»ii|'i!cil hy })nctB,tvho drew on tlicir imaf^ination 
for till ir facts, am! tlie chmnolojry wa^ computed hy aptro* 
norners, \\ Im liixefmde thchn^c^sucog-CRof tfienorW tor>(»r- 
resjond a%itlj the conjonctions of the hcixoiJy hodjcs. The 
ngc of tiJOA\orld»s t^iua ilnUcd into four ptriodp : thesr»/»ii 
yeju, cat«'ndiiif» to 1,728,000, and the Rccoiul, or trdn yoji/, to 
1,290,000 jeara; tiio Unitl, or the dierpnr y'j'i, compricos 
80i,000ycnr«{ and the fourth, or Luke ’juija, la predicted to 
hpt 1112,000 3 'fara. A Lrilpa, or ft da^' of Bnimlia, is com* 
popcd of ft thou«!»nd such |«'no<lp, or 4,020,000,000 year?. 
Kxtra>ngnnt ns these cakuhliyns may appear, tlicy are out- 
done hj’ the Burmese, who aflirin that tiic lives of the nncicnl 
j»hablt.ant8 caicuded to a period ei^ual to fho pnrn of oreiy 
drop of rain nludi falls on the surface of the globe in three 
years. The dates giren for the first three ages must, llioro- 
fore, ho rejected as aitogcfhcr imaginary, wlule the com- 
inciio(.mont of the fourth, or present age, uhich coiresfionds, 
to a certain degree, with tlie authentic ens of other uatioiis, 
may bo received as generally correct. 

Esriy M.tory of India IS designated by native writers Bhirut- 
ihB Hindoo*. viUPii, fmm hing Bharut, wJio is said to li.are 
reigned over tlic whole country. Ihat ho dfd not enjoy 
universal monarchy in India is certain, though ho was doubt- 
less one of the earliest and most rj nownod of its rulers ; but 
tills fact loses ail historical value when we are told ia the 
BhssteiB that he reigned ten thonsuid ‘years, and, on his 
death, was trausfonned into a deer, lima do wo ploil onr 
way through darkness and mysteiyj at every step fact is 
confounded with fable, and all oar re'^earches end only in 
conjecture. The ongical settlers arc identified with the 
various tubes of Bhccls, Cclcs, Goods, Meenas, and Chooara, 
Btill living in a state almost of nature, in tiie forests of tho 
Soane, the Iferbudda, and tlie MubaniidSce, and in the hills 
of burgooja and Chota Kagpore. Their languages hav e no 
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affinity with the Sanscrit, ird their reli^^n differs trom Hm- 
dooism In those fastne'^ses., *in»ih>t all the revolutions which 
Inve convulsed India, tlicy hare continued to maintain un 
changed, their original simj>licitj of hal its, creed, and speech 
Tlie> we'e apparently driven from the plans by fre h co'onies 
of emigrants, and these were m their turn conquered by the 
Hindoos who brought their religion am^languagc with them 
from regions beyond the In lus, and, Laving reduced the inha 
bitants to a sernie condition, branded them with th^name of 
soodras Of the foir Hind-*© castes, three arc designated the 
t^ ice Ixirii which soee to ind '^tc that they all belonged to 
the conquering race, although the term is now applied erclu 
Pivcly to brahmins In *he Institutes of Munoo reference is 
aUo made to cities governed by soodras, which the twice born 
were forbidden to enter, and the allusion endently appl cs to 
Boodn cliicf« who continoi^ to maintain their independciic 
after the Hindoo mvasion 

Th-* Hindoos who originally crossci thelndns took po«- 
se« on of a small tract of land, 100 miles north west of Delhi 
aooi t G5 miles by SO, which was considered the residence of 
gods and holy sagos wlulc the \ rahmins appear to hare sub- 
srqucntly occup cd the country north of the Jnmna and the 
Ganges strctcl mg to the coniines of north Behar The 
India of the ^ edu«! of Slunoo, aud the earliest writers was 
cXclii‘!ivoly confined to the region nortli of the N’erbudda and 
compnaed bnt'a small •portion oven of that litmted quarter 
It was in the north that the four places of greatest sanctifv 
•were «ituatcd dunnj, the carii ages thongb the Deccan now 
contain'? many places of d slinguishcd ment The north was 
*aL'o the scat of the solar and lunar races the scene of chiral 
roi s adventures, and the al>odc of aJl tho®?, w ho are celebrate \ 
in the legend^ the mythology ami the plilo®oihy of the 
Hin loos Even m the pohshed *ge in wL li the Ramaynn 
ail 1 tl c iinball anit were composw-d, the south was the land 
of fftlle the dwell *g of tears aid monkeys and it was no! 
liU a very late penod tliat apes and gobliiiB an \ mow 
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stcrs were transfoltned into orthodox Hindoos It must, 
therefore, be distmctly bTrae in mind tint the rerolutions 
described m the sacred books of the Hindoos belong to flia- 
dostan, and not to the Deccan 

Tbetcn Somdjof the Pooraos desenbe rndia as hariDg 

d isionsind bccD formerly divided into ten kingdoms, of 
laaguagsi these fiv^ wcrc situated m Hmdostan, — Sums 
wuttee, comprising the Punjab, Cunouj embracing Delhi, 
Agra, afid Oude , Tirhoot, from the Coosee to the Gunduk , 
Gour, or Bengal, with a portion of Bebar , and Giizerat, which 
evidently mcluded Candesh, and part of Malwa Five are 
assigned to the Deccan, — Muharastru, or the Slahratta conn- 
tiy on the western coast, and Orissa on the eastern coast , 
Telmgana, lying between the Godaveiy and the Kistna, 
Dravira, or the Tamnl country, stretchmg down to Cape 
Comonn , and Oamata on the wr^stem face of the peniaeuJa 
In correapondcoce with these divisions, which arc compara 
tiTcly modem, ten languages, of simdar names, ore enume* 
rated as being current m them Of ^hese, the language of 
the five diwsions of Ilindostan, as well as the Jfahratti and 
the Orissa arc branches of the Sanscrit, modified by the mix 
ture of local and foreign words, and new inflections The 
Teloogoo— spoken in Telmgana — as well as the Tamul and 
the Camata belong, however, to a distmet family, and the 
only Sanscrit words found in them oro those which have 
reference to rehgious observance^ The brnlumns, crossing 
the Indus, brought their own language from the west, where 
it was in constant use— as the ancient in%cnptions in Persia 
testify — and diffused it through the north of India in connei • ^ 
tion with their relteiatt It thus became gradually mixed up 
with the dialects of the different provinces, which at length 
lost their onginal dislma^ioiis The word Sansent signifies 
refined, and that languagcchcara every indication of having 
received the improvements of the htemti for raanj centunes, 
till it became the most exquisite medium communication In 
the world. 
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ti^vedc*. worship taught in Vedns ttis the 

• earliest form of the Hindoo tel gion, and ans in- 

troduced into Hindostan by a body of priest , n ho crossed the 
Indus either in the tram uf a conqueror or on a mission of 
proeelytism, po«>!ibly 1 tOOyeatsbcforeoSrera. TheTedusarc 
a collection of hymns, prayers, and precepts, composed b_> 
different anthor*!, at different penods aqd were delivered down 
orally till the time of Yyaso, the bastard son of a fi-her- 
woman, thongli, on his father’s side, of royal Imeige, who 
emplo3cd four hrahmms to collect and amnge them Their 
leading doctnne the iinitj of God, and the vanous divinitie«, 
the personification of the elements, whom the devotee is re- 
quired to invohe, are mamfcstations of the Supreme Bemg 
The gods arc mentioned, it is tme, but without any pre 
eminence, and never as objects of adoration , and there is no 
tn.ee of tlie legends uf i^nshon and 5ivn to he found iii 
them In that earU age, indeed, there appears to have been 
no images, and no visible types of worship Though the 
cu toma and habits of the Hindoos are said to be unmntable, 
vet, strango to say in a countir which stiil reganls the Vedns 
with profound veneration as the great fountain of rehgion, 
the ntnal thej prescribe has become so obsolete that the man 
who ventured to regulate his devotions ly it would be con 
eidored m the hght of an inGdcI 

J»ert m ordtr comes the work called the 
‘ Institutes ^ ilunoo,” a code of rules and pre 
cepts religious and eccniar, collected together about 900 
3 earb before our era and attributed to Jlimoo Itinculcatts 
the avor«lupof the elements, of the heavenly bodies and of in 
fenor deities , but none of the objects of modem wor&hip are 
alluded to BruniLa i& mentioned more tl an once but tlie 
names of ^ uhnoo and ^ivu do noj occur IdoU art noticed 
and one passage enjoins that tlifj •'Imll be respected bui the 
adoration of them is du countenanced. The caste of brahmins is 
in this code placed o i an cqnahtj witli the god. and cndoweil 
withcxtraon]tnar3 p'lvile^cs, bnt they were at the same time 
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tn'irried at an earlj age to Sceta, the tfixightcr rf the ling 
JlithJa, another hrauch ol the solar hnc, whose capital lay 
within a hundred miles of Oadc He passed many years with 
her in rehgious retirement in the forest till she was earned off 
by Eavunu, the king of Ctjlon Rami asscinuled a large 
nvmy, and haa mg m his progress secured the assistance of the 
kmg of the monkejs, marched southward through the great 
forest of Dunduku, wlncli terminated on the hanks of the 
Cavery That forest is dcsciihcd as the abode of Ifoly sages 
and devotees, and of apes and bears Crossing the Cavery, 
I’amu entered on Juuustan, or the abode of men — tho con- 
tmcutal temtoiy of Ravunu The cspcditioa was crowned 
w ith success, and Rainu recovered his wife , hut having in 
advertently caused the death of lus brother, ho cast himself 
into a ri\er, and as the Hindoo writers afCrm, was reunited to 
tho deity The e\pedition.of Rama was the most cliivolrous 
exploit of that age, more cspcaally when wo consider the. 
aery limited resources of the 1 mgdom of Oude, with two in 
dependent eo^c^clgns•— ono at Mithih, and the otbe at 
Renares,— withiu a hundred and fifty miles of liisoapita! He 
18 , perhaps, the earliest of deified hcioes, as his age is 
generally fixed at 1,200 years before our era, though on 
calculation^ by no means satisfactory 
fhc 1 he next great event m the heroic age of India 

Mu ibhiniv yag great war, celebrated m another Hindoo 
epic, tho Muliabharilt Jho main object of this poem is to 
commemorate the exploits of Krtshnu, another deiBcd hero 
w ho took a proramciit part in the contest betw ecu the Pand los 
and tho Kooroos, two branches of tho lunar Ime, for the 
possession of Hustinapore, situated in the nciglibourhood of 
Delhi 1 oodisthecr, the chief of the Paudios wis resolved, 
It la said, to celebrate the sacrifice «f the horse which unj I ed 
the jx>s'.o«sion of supremo doi»iuion. Iho K oroos imnien 
with ind gnaliOB at thisarrogint a&sumption , and their chief, 
uniblo to prevent it, livd n-conrsc to artifice He cugigcd 
\oodistliccr m deep pHy, aid kdlumou to stake lus wife uud 
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his Ungdoin, both ifi TrludiTicro lost ftt one throw of tho 
(hcc, Jind he uas obliged to go mto cxilo for twehc years., 
KnMinu, n scion of thcrojal family at on the Ganges, 

had already eignabzcd himself m a conflict with tho king of 
Mugudu, m soiith^^Bchar, and now, m conjunction vith 
Buluram, accompanied Yoodmthcer ond his four brothers m 
their exile The licroes wandered through the various pronnets 
of India, performing notable feats of valour, and Icavingsoine 
memorial bf theur romantic adventures in every direction At 
tho close of the penod of exile Yoodisthecr returned with his 
companions to the banks of the Jiiroii'i, and demanded tho 
restoration of Jus kingdom ITis opponent, Dooryudhun, ro- 
fused his claim, and declared that ho should not ha> e as much 
land as could be covered by tho point of a needle There 
rcmauitd, therefore, no altcrnativo but to decide tho question 
by an appeal to arms , 

nie ball B ef In tlus great battle fought on the plain, where, 
koorto-iuhetru. ^ jjjg jjjgj decisive battle between the 

Hindoos and tho Habomedans took place, all tho tribes m 
northern India were ranged on one side or tho othci Clucfa 
from Culiagn, the sea coast of Onssa, and even the Tnvuns— 
the name generally given to tho residents beyond the Indus— 
are said to Lave taken a share in it It lasted eighteen dajs, 
and the carnage on both sides was prodigious Dooryudliun 
was at length slain, and victory declared for the Pandoos , 
but wlien Toodistheer beheld thct fieW covered with tJic 
bodies of friends and foes all descended from a common 
ancestor, he became disgusted with the world and determmed 
to withdraw from it He entered Hustinapore and performed 
the funeral obseqiues of his nval, after which he placed the 
grandson of his brother Urjoon on tlie thionc, and retired 
to Dwarka, in Guzerat, » company with Knshnu, who had 
founded a kmgdom tliere c-That hero was soon after slam 
“ at the fountam of the lotos, byone of ^tlie wild foresteis 
of tho tnbe of the Bheels Toodistheer proceeded through 
Smde towards the north, and is sufiposed to have perished in 
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the BnoTvy range According to th? popular notion, he 
.ascended to hearen, whidi was lyno means incredible, aa 
the paradise of more than one of the Hindoo deitie** is placed 
on the inaccessible peaks of the Hunala^ni 
infloeaceof These two events, the es^dition of Rarau, and 
ihesotwQ the battle of Kooroo kshetru, are the most impor- 
tant in the annals of the lunai and the solar race 
The gen us of poetry has fixed the admiration of a hundred 
generations on them, and supplied a rich none of infages from 
age to age The author of the Pamayun was Valmeeki whom 
the gratitude of hia fellow conntryraeij has crowned with 
the wreath of immortahlj, by ranking him among those who 
never die lie is supposed to have fiourished m the second 
century before our era The same penod has also been 
assigned to the composer of the Muhabhamt Indeed, from 
the terms m which bo describes the kuvun Usoor, the 
douion or giant who engaged in combat with Hrishnu, it 
has been conjectured that the poem must have been written 
after the invasion of Alexander the Great The author 
was \^asu, who has been confounded, through ignorance 
or flatter}, with the great man w3io collected the Vedus, 
winch IS chronologically impossible It is, moreover said, that 
a V}asu appears in every age, tboo^ it is certain that no 
second Yyasu has smee appeared among the poets of India 
Knshnu was deified after hij, death His adventures, and 
more particular!} hi^ flirtations with the milkmaids haveren 
dered 1 im the roost popular of gods among an amorous people , 
but the sects founded on the worsl ip of Ramu knshnu, and 
other deities, arc among the more modem innovations of 
Uiudooism Buhiram Iho brother of Knilmu, s said to 
ha\o founded a king lom, of which Pahbothrv, the c'lpitil 
became the wonder of India, thosgh even the site of it is 


wow matter of conjecture • 

Th* Ttitbvk Tlig annals of Hindostan for several centunes 
bvruoa. after tie nssuincd penod of the gn,at war, are 
ui> oh cd m imjicnctrabla olis«unty, but it would aj pear that 
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ftbout Ris centuries Sefoic our era, a new swarm from tlio 
teeming luvc of Scythia pourdd across the Indus upon the* 
plains of India Another awaxm is supposed toha\eino\cd 
down at the same time on Jbe north of Europe, and settled m 
Scandinavia, the crSdle of the English nation This simul- 
taneous emigration to the east and to the west, may assist m 
explaining that similarity of manners and customs vihich has 
been discovered on manyi mts between the Scandinavians 
and the natives of India These mvaders were denominated 
the Takshnk, or serp'^nt race, because the serpent was said to 
be thcu;national emblem Under their chief, Suhesnag, they 
probably oven an the northern provinces of Uindostan, and 
became gradually incorporated with the tribes whiuh had 
preceded them Tliey flourished for ten generations, and 
api>ear to have professed the Boodhist creed. Of this 
dj nasty was Nuniu, or Jlulianundu, who was seated on the 
throne when Alexander the Great appeared on the banhs of 
the Sutltgo, and was dononinated by tlie Grecian historians, 
the 1 ing of the Prasu, or of the east 

Tiiefriitditiuft The first expedition to India from tliw west of 
of Dorttu which we have anything like an authentic record, 
13 that of Darius, the kmg of Persia, who ascended the throne 
of Cyrus, in the year 518 before our eia, and c^tcndel his 
conquests from the sea of Greece to the confines of Iiid a 
Ills admiral, Scylax, was then directed to construct a flotilla 
ou the higher Indus, and proceed dawn that stream to the 
ocean The report which he made of tlnj wealth and mag- 

nif ICO of the country through which ho passed, dcteiniintd 

I>mu» to attempt the conquest of it Ho cro^ssed the Indus 
withahrgo armj, and sucettded m aniipamg the coniitriis 
lonlentg on that river to Ins great empire The luc- 
extent of his conquest cannot ho dctormiiiod, bu*^ tlicre is 
pver^ rtasuti to conclude th lus Indian j rov mcc must Invo 
l>cca of no inconsiderable magmtuclc, smcf it vv aa csttimi I 
morovnUiallc than any other satnji, and is sail to have 
funushcfl ouc-third the revenues of the Persian empire. 1 his 
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tribute moreover, is said to li-ive beei* paid m while 
, that from the other divisions west of the Indus was dchicad 
lu silver. 

RtLfTfaior aboot the period of the Persian invasion, 

Gontomu gave a fixed Aiiracter to the m'^ti- 
stutions of Boodhi'.m It has beeosnpposcd that all the fifty 
fcix tnhes of the Iiinarrace profc" ed tlmt creed, and Goutunm 
M IS reckoned the Ecvcnth Boodh lie wa^ bom at Kupihi, 
hut the seat of the tchgioa wa** planted at Gya, in the 
kingdom of llngndu, or Behir, which the Chinese and Indo- 
Chinese nations consider the most sacred sjot m t|je world 
The Bondhists rejected the whole of the brahnunical system 
of goda and gviddess^b, npuduted thedoctrme of C.WO aud 
o<lb<.red exolusivoly to the 8| intu »1 worship of the Todus. 
The pnosthood amongst them was not hereditary, but formed 
a distmct community, recruited from the secular ranks, hound 
to ohsen c a vow of cohhacy, and to renounce the pleasures 
of sens© The hereditary pnosthood of the brahmin^ on tho 
contraiy, admitted no acccs lous from the hv classes, aud 
considered marriage as ind.«pensab!c as investiture with the 
thixad m the hope of givmg birth to a eon who should perform 
the funeral ntes of his father, and secun. him a «CJt m 
paruhst ^Le death of Goutnmu is fixed by the general 
concurrence of authontics m the year 5 »0 before our era. 
s>TOiif The religion of B>odh made prodigious progress 
slier thc*dcalb of Gouturau while the creid of the 
brahmins was confiaed to the small kingilorn of Cunouj Two 
(Xutnneslattr,inlhercignofAsoca Uoodlu m was tnuinpl aiit 
through Iliiidostan Ills oihcts are still to be seen iiis<.nbeil 
ou the celebrated column at PlIUi, on a bimilar column in 
Guzerat and on a tliird in Cuttack, as well as m mmicrous 
cansaud rocks Bw dhi mwas uunduani into Ceylon about 
the tnd < f the third ceiilurj befcre «nr era. bhorth after, it 
pj read Ihrt ugh "Ijjbcl and Tartar}, aud was earned into China 
olKiiit tlu. jear C.> In Uindo'-tan the brahmins exhil itcd ll o 
most rancorous hosUlit> to their powerful n\a!s, and wt 



C0N(5UEST or THE roNju? 


13 


a'lsenibled I 113 whole force on the binl% of the Jelura The 
nver, swelled by the periodical rams, and at the time a mile 
broad, rolled impetuously between the two camps Porus 
planted a long Lne of elephants on the margin of the stream, 
and presented an impenctrab e hne of dotence to his opponent 
Hut Alexander discovered an island m the nver, about teu 
miles abo^ o the camp, and took advantage of a dark and tem- 
pestno 13 night to cioss over to it with 11,000 men, who were 
landed on the opposite bank before dawn The mStn body of 
the Grecian army was m the meantime drawn up as usual, facing 
the Indian camp, and Poms was thus led to bebere that the 
troops who had crossed consisted only of a small bngadi 
But he was speedily undeceived by the rout of the force 
which he bad sent to meet it and the death of his son who 
wag in command and being now certain that it was Alexander 
himself who had crossed the river, prepared to encounter hun 
with 4,000 UoThc and 30 000 foot, all of the kshetnyu tribe , 
warriors by birth and profession Alexander’s email army was 
composed of veterans, strangers to defeat, and, under such 
a leader, mvincible The field was obstinately contested, 
but nothing could withstand the charge of Alexanders 
cavalry Porus continued to mamlam the conflict long after 
the great^body of his troops had deserted him, but waa at 
length persuaded to jicJd Alcxandtr, who always lionourcil 
valour in an enemy, received him with distinguished courtesy, 
an I not oiHy rcstorod Jis kingdom, but made considcrablo 
ad blions to it Poms did not abuse this confidence, but ic» 
maitied c\er aftti^faitlifid to liis generous -victor 
rrr«ffresi»Bd After tlio defcatof Porus, Alexander crossed the 
TtsuTBcr Chenab and the Jlavce and came lu contact wu!i 
A>iunii«r ^ l,o(]y of Catliaians probably Tartar lmralgrant^ 
who maintained an obstinate slrus^le which is said to liav t 
tcniiiiutcd onl^ after the slangliter of 1C 000, and the cop 
tmtj of 70 000 of tlicir numler On reaching the banks c f 
the Sutlcgc Alf'tmdcr heard of the gnat GangcUc kingdoi i 
cf SfnguJu, the king of nfiicfi, iC was reported; couAf 6nng 
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80 000 cnvnlry, and C(K>,000 foot, and 9,000 el‘’i)lnnt8 into tbo 
field Ife determined fo mwli down and phnt lu^ fiftndard 
on tlio battloraciita of itsmagnificentc'ipital, P'llibotlira, '\liich 
was nine miles m length, and his troops rccciied orders to 
prepare for crossing t^ic nrer But thc> nereworn out vitb 
tbc fatigue and wounds of eight campaigns , tlieir spirits liad 
morcovci been depressed b 3 the deluge of rain to wbich they 
bad been exposed during tbe monsoon, and tboj' refused to 
accompany liim any farther neemploycdnicnacoand flattoiy 
bj tiima, but nothing could shake tlicir resolution, and he w as 
reluctantly obliged to make the Sullego tbe limit of bis ex- 
pedition, and return to the Indus, where be caused n large 
flotilla to bo constructed, and sailed down the etieam with all 
the pomp of a con'^iicror 

AiwMideri 'icw3 of Alexander were gigantic and 

beneficial beyond tbo|ie of caery other ruler 
****^'' ID ancient times He had erected the port of 

Alexandria on the ■Mediterranean shore of Egypt, and at tbo 
end of twenty two ceiitunos it still confmiies to attest flie 
grandeur of Ins plans Be now resolved to estabUsb a com- 
mercial intercourse between the coast of India the rivers of 
Persia and tbe Red Sea Tor this object be biult a citj and 
harbour at the estuary of the Indus, and fitted out a large 
fleet, wluch ho entrusted to his admiral, Ncarclius, ^^^tll orders 
to proceed to the mouth of the Euphrates The voyage, though 
tedious, proved successful, and was justly coiiei^red one of 
the greatest naval achievements of tbe age In tlie midst of 
thc«p great projects Alexander caught a jVmgle fever in the 
marshes of Babylon, and died two years after his return from 
India, at the early age of thirty-two lie was fully bent on 
returning to it, and there can be Iitde doubt that if bo 
bad succeeded in crossing iJie Sutlegc he would have made a 
complete conquest of the country, and given it tlie benefit of 
Furopcan civilization His name does not appear in any 
Hindoo work — a proof of the lani«itab1e mjjcrfcchon of the 
records which have come down tous^lmt his fame was widely 
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diffused throagh India by the 31 conquerors? amnngf 

whom he was esteemed a magmheent hero It was earned 
far andwide on the ocean with the stream of their conquests, 
and the distant islander of Jara and Sumatra may be found 
Eingmg^ the deeds of the mighty “ Iscand^r ” 
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that the Greek mfters cluefly derived their knovrledge of 
India « 

TheMugudn After a reign of twenty- four years, Chundra 
kingdom. goopta woB Succeeded by his son, Mitra goopta, 
with whom SeJeucu^ renewed the treaty. The great Jangdom 
of Mugndu maintained its pre-emmence m the valley of the 
Gauges, under a sucre^ion of royal families who appear to 
have been either soodras or boodhists, for a period of eight 
centimes' from the year 350 before our era to 450 after it 
Under their government the country is said to have attained 
the highest prospenty. A rt^al road extended from Pah- 
bothra to the Indus, with a small column at every stage. 
Another road stretched a''ross the coimtry to Broach, at that 
tune the great emponum of eommerce on the western 
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CMit Tdon^meDts attest the di&aMon of ^his religion, besides 
bhe fact that the hagunge of Lteratnre and devotion m 
Java Is a form of the fcansent In the fonrtb centnij a 
Chinese pilgnm recorded that the ishn^ was peopled by 
Hindoos, that in its porta he found vessels maimed bj 
Hin doo sailors which had sailed from the mouth of the 
Ganges to Ccjlon, and from thence to* Java, and were pre 
paring to proceed on to China A Hindoo government existed 
in Java till withm the Hat 400 year* when it was subverted 
bj the ifahoincdan*! ffindooum still continues to douri»h m 
the ceighhonxing island of Cab vihcre the fourfold division of 
caste still ‘survives and widows are said still to ascend the 
funeral pile Yet bo signal Ins been the mutation of habits 
aid opiniona among the Hindoos of India, tint any Hindoo 
who might visit llie country to wbch his ancestors earned 
tho institutes of Ins religion, and in winch they cxi»t m 
greater intcgnty than in India itself, would not be permitted 
to rtmam within the pole of (he cast** 
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secondary gods Tfie fountaio of fire was punfied with walLT 
brought from the sacred stream of the Ganges After the 
performance of eipiatoir ntesy each of the four gods formed 
an image and cast into the fountain, and there sprung up 
the four men who became the founders of Rajpoot greatnes'^ 
They were sent out to combat the monsters, who were 
slaughtered m greatmumbers, but as their blood touched the 
ground fresh demons arose , opon winch, the four gods stopped 
the multiplication of the race by drinking up their Hood 
The infidels thus became extinct, shouts of ^oy rent the 
skies , , ambrosial Bbowera descended from abo% c and the gnJs 
ilrove about the firmament in their cars, exultuig m the a ictory 
they had gamed 
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bondhists "were constrained to Tclinqmsh •m'ere speedily occu- 
pied Ij the brahmins, and Tishnoo and Snudisplaccd Boodh 
cjtfieitirf* Under the bnilunins, the construction of tlicse 
inisLa. cave temples was extended an5 iEaproved Those 
which tliey erected at Ellora, m the Deccan, exceed in mag^n- 
ficence anj'tliing; to be seen el«ewliere In a range of lulls 
which extend five miles in the form of a horee shoe, we 
di cover a range of grotto temples, two and often three 
storiis m height The most remarkable of them is the 
temple '•f Koilas, or the palace of Jlnhadevn Here 
IS to be found whatever is splendid m architecture, •or ex- 
quisite in sculpture Tlie scene is crowded with staircases, 
hndgea, chapel*!, columns porticoes, obelisks, and colossal 
statues, all chiselled out of the solid rock The sides of 
thc«o wonderful chambers arc covered with figures of the 
Ilindoo gods and giiddesst'^, aud representations from the 
Ramajain and the Muhabhanit The pantheon of Ellora 
seems to have been the citadel of Iliiidooism wlien it spread 
into the Deccan The precise age of these magiuficent exca 
rations it is impossible to fix, bot it must have been at some 
period during the ten or twelve centuries which elapsed 
between the subjugation of the boodlvists and the aiTi%al of 
the ‘Mahomf Jans, in the high and jvilmy state of Ilin- 
dooi«irn, when the brahmins swavtd the ecclesiastical Bceptrd 
of U\dvlw^,U^*^tnc^5Jlo^ancnemJ 
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probably risitcd by lus flcjet He Btil! ftrcs la tlui memory of 
^jcistcntj, and n mm of extraordinary bbcrality is always 
compared to king Kuma The centuries which elapsed 
between the decnj of the Andns and the invasion of the 
"Mahomedans are filled up by the lustonai^ with barren hsts of 
dy nasties and kings which can be tamed to no account , and 
wc turn therefore from the liiatory of j^indostan to the annals 
of the Deccan 

Earir hi lory of Tho carlv lostoiy of the Deccan is Ic«s oh cure 
u 0 Peccan. j^^gg romantic than that of the northern division 

of India All the traditions and records recognise in every 
province of it a period when the inhabitants did not*proftss 
the Hindoo religion The brahminical wnters de«cnbo them 
os mountaineers and foresters, goblms, and monsters, but 
there is every reason toconcludc that they had reached a high 
degree of ciMlization at \ 'cn early age Eavumi nlicn 
attacked by Eamu, was tbc sovereign of a powerful and 
cnihrod state, v-hich cmbnceil not only the island of Cot Ion, 
1 «t the vhole of tho southern diM>ion of the peninsula, iiid 
his subjects wort, doubtli as, far mon, advanced m tlie arts 
and litcmturo than the invaders V 1 omul literature exi&tcd 
l>eforc the introduction of braUroinLsm , and some of the br«t 
outhors. jn that language were of the tnl o now stigmati ed as 
pfin<ir« wh th mcontcbtiMy proves that tie pnnars were the 
at ( ngiiics of t1 c country, and a highly cultn ate 1 penj le who 
vverc reduced to sul^wittpn and dtgn led by lltc trumjhant 
I rahmina This remark opj hes to the group of InWa compnbcd 
in the anciuiit Ttlifgana, Pravim nud Kendu 
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eccnr of j(r prK/or till 17*10, wJien tlie la«t of Hint ro^al 
line was coiunicn il l>} (hctnlMihof Anvit Tlio kinploni of 
Clioh— winclj Botne ulentifj with Corojnnndtl— Ind Cuicln, 
or Conjtntntn, for its ond ntainid its nijjour for 

tnnny CLiituric«i, ni^il, about tlio eighth century, npjH are to 
Jnne cxtcudpd its niithonty otcr a coiiPilcnblL jiortion of 
Cnnnta and Tchngnpa K«jt its jniicts nvori. dnitn Inch 
and confined to their fomier bmtis about tl o tenth ccnlvry, 
and tnaiAtanicd a fttlli. existence, tithir as iiidc|H » lent 
son creigtis, or as tributaries to the great Hindoo monardo of 
I>i.ejiijnnig!ir, till the i ronince was hiiluJoed in the middh of 
the 60*entcenth century by Slnlijit, the father of fconjet, 
the founder of Malimttn gantneiw 

Ken utnd Tlio aiicicnt divHioi) of Ivcrulu included Sfala 
Te nsM*. jjjif Camati, uliieh arc aaid to ha^e been 
miraculously jicopled with bnjimins bj their champion 
Purueratnu, the renowned destroyer of tlio kslictnyus Apnrt 
from this legend, it uuuld n{ |car that nliout the second ceii 
tuiy a colony of bnlmuus iiilroductd thomscUes and their 
religion into this pmemce, mIiicIi tlK> dmdtd into sixty four 
districts and governed for a tune by an ecclesiastical sennto, 
o>cr which a brahmin was chosen to prtside cverj tJ ree 
3 cars , but they ueio subscqueiilly Fubjeeted to the rnnd3a 
kingdom About the ninth century the country was bioKen 
into various pnucipahties one of the most t niiortantof u hich, 
Calicut, was ui Icr the goveinmcu^ of«tbo IIi*doo /airorm 
when the Europeans first landed m Iidm uuder \a'5co de 
Gama, m I-tOS Of the hisioiyof Telii^rana uo authuitia 
rccotds have been discovered but it apiHjnrs tint about the ^ 
eleventh century the Belial dyiasty ittained paninoiuit 
power m this legion They dig* iCed fhcmselics uith the 
title of Rajjoots of the Xadoo branch and at one penod cv 
tended their autliont3 over Hie whole of Cannta Malabar, and 
Telu gana , but it was evtmguibhed by the Afahomedans m 
Dri»nii<i 1310 Tie early annals of Crissa arc cqi ally 
ludiitiuct The aulhcutic lusloty of the proNuiee 
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docs not coromence Kfore the year fiZ when the iTe^ari 
.family obtauiod tlie throne, and held it till 1131 They were 
Kitccei.d'^d bj the line of Gud^ hnn^u, who maintamed tfacir 
power till it was subverted by the Jlahomedan m 1568 Of 
the Mahratta province there are only^two facts di^itmctly 
visible in JiJatoiy , the esistence, more than twenty certnrjos 
ago, of the great commercial mart of Tagara, so well known 
to tlie Poma IS, which has been identified with Deognr, the 
modem Doulutabad, and was the capital of a lohg Ime of 
moinrchs The other event ts the reign of Salivahnn All 
tliat IS known of that prince however, 13 that he was the son 
of a potter, that he headed a 6acce*'Sful insurrection, de- 
throned the reigning family, and established ft monarchy so 
powerful and extensive that it gave ri*e to an era which has 
Burvned him for eighteen centuries, and still continues car- 
rent in the Deccan 
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of the so’aT ncc, fwin whom other Hnv^oo prmce*, before 
they can succeed to the throic of their fathciSi must obtain 
the telul, or eigri, of royalty and investiture, is in fact iLo 
offspnng' of a Christian pnnccss ” Eig-ht princes succeeded 
Goha on the throng of Fdur, the last of aihom a\as put to 
death by his sons while hunting, but Ins infant son, Uipja, 
was conveyed to th| firtrcsa of Ilhandcrc, and brouglitip 
among the shopherds IIis mother aroused his ambition by 
ri.ioabng»to him the secret of lus tojal birth, nnd he im 
mcdiatc’y proceeded to the court of Chittorc, togetlicr wth 
the followers h had been able to collect, and w as favourably 
received by the king, bu* the nobles took umbrage at the 
fra our sboavn to an uid iiown youth At lliH juncture a 
formidable fix. cim down upon the country and the dinfs 
rcfu«icd tofumihli tUcir feudd contingent*:, but Happa offered 
without any hesitation to lead t|>e national trooj s jnlo llio 
field That enemy x\aa the Mahomcthns, %\ho now for the 
first time advanced into the heart of n country desbned m 
after times to foirn one of tluir most magnificent omj ires 
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in paradise in the society of the Uacl».*cj ed hoitns It ■n-as 
Jiot to be expected, that vrhen the “ Faithful,” os thej ere 
termed, had conquered Afiica and Spam, subverted tlio 
Persian empire, and looked on Enropc aj already their own, 
the rich provinces of India, which had been for ages the prey 
of every mvadcr, ehould escape thoir not co 
First iishoiae- Witlim a fcw ycars after the death of Mahomed, 
4ia insaaoa. (fje Caliph Omar founded Bussorah, at the estuary 
of the Tigris, and despatched an arm) into the pro\ luce of 
Sinde The mnsion was repeated under his succee'soi?, but 
It was not till the daj a of Wahd, that an j successful effort, 
uas ra ido to obtain a looting in the country Between the 
years 70a and 715, he not only made an entne conquest of 
till, province, but earned Ins nctonous array to the banis of 
the Ganges It was the gcneials of this cahph who crossed 
the Straits of Gibraltar, plnntcd the standaid of the cic&ceiit 
on tlio soil of Europe, and subdued Spam in a single campaign 
So lofty was the ambition which animated the early successors 
of Mahomed, that tiitir arms were tnurapliant at tho samo 
time on tlie banks of the Ebro and tho Ganges, and they 
ospirod to the connucst both of Europe and India Three 



26 CDNOIU BJLUDOJfS tN*iJENGAl.. fCJlAP 

across the Indns to^Khorisan, -where he mameJ many Mar- 
Lonitdaa wives, and left a unmcrous prOj,en / t 

Renewed attack It ‘was about this pGriod tint the Pinrnura 
onChiitore familj>^wl«ch had ruled for many centuries at 
Oojem, 13 supposed to have lost its authority m the north of 
India, and utber kingdoms rose on its rums The Tinra 
occupied the districts around Delhi, and made that city their 
capital Guzerat became independent, and -was governed at 
fii-st by ?he Cliouraa and then by the Solankis The Rajpoot 
annalists state, that m the da>s of Kboman, the great 
grandspn of Bappa, whose reign extended from 813 to 836, 
Cluttoie was again invaded by the Mahothedans undci 
JJahmoon, the governor of Khorasan, probably the son of Iho 
celebrated Caliph, Uai oun ul RaslMt), tlie cootcinporai^ and 
friend of Cliarlcraagne The other princes in the north of 
India hastened to the aseistance^of the Rajpoots against tiio 
common enemy, and the national bard gives an animated 
description of the dilTcrcnt tnbes who composed the chiv iliy 
of the north on this occasion With the aid of these allies, 
Khemaa defeated and expelled tlio Musulmans, with Mhom 
he 18 said to have fought no fewer than twenty four engage 
ments Foracentnrj and a half after tins jicriod, wo bear 
of no further JIahoniedaii invasion, and it cannot but nppt ar 
a vciy notable circumstance, that wbilo the follow ers* of llio 
Prophet completely subjugated Persia and Spjm in two or 
three campaigns, the resistance which they met m their earl> 
encounters with the ITindxiswas no compet ami n-Hrliite, 
tint nearly three ccntunis tlipaod after the first invmiuii, 
bi-fore they could make aiij permanent itnprcs-^if n oa India 
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and applied to the kin^ of Guaonj foi^a supply of brahmins 
,Avcll versed m tin. Hindoo slusters and observances Tint 
monarch, about nine centnrics ago sent him five brahmins, 
from whom all the brahminical fimihcs y Bengal trace their 
descent, uhtle the hajmsts, the next in order, derive their 
ongm from the five servants who attended the priests 


CHAPTER 11. 


FLOil THE OTSASTV OP GHUZSl TO THAT OF TOGOLtlK, 
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Gluizni On the of Iiis infitjn, a coniroverej n > ' 

I iKiut the sncct-^'Sion, and AluptM^ccn ^ otnl ng^-unst his eon 
who 'n as, ho^rc^ CT, nisMl to the llirnnr 1 y tlic other chlcf^ 
Alujitngeeu Inving^thua meurred Ins n-sciitnient, retreated to 
1 is own go^c^nInont, and declared himself inilependtnt, and 
after deflating two armies sent against him, avas allow oil to 
ritnam iminnlcstid «no had imrcliasctl a slave of 'Inrtisfan, 
of the name of Subuk.tn"etn,who, though tUnning de‘-cent 
from the*" dUistnoua Pirt-ian dj nasty of the S\ssai\5des had 
Icon rtduced to Iho most abjti-t iioiertj Ifis mastur, who 
had disco\ ered great powers of mind in him, gradually raised 
him to finch trust and power, that he l>ocanic tlio first subject 
jfi the kjiigdofu, and tn 97G sncccedcd to the throne 
jtiB'ip.- •tu<* estremo north of Indi i, and 

p buitu««:n. more particularly the Punjab had for many ecu- 
* ^ tunes been liwhid wjHi the fi r/iincs and policy of 

C \\ III and C uidah ir w Inch laj to the wi st of the Indus lienee 
tliet Stull shnicntof a powerful Mahomidan hingdnm, under a 
vigorous ruler, at no grialcr distance from the frontier of India 
than Ghurni, gaa e no little disquietude to Jcypal the ITindoo 
eh cf of r aliorc Tie determined to aiiticipatt any designs which 
Subul tugton might form ou India, and cro'ssod the Indus 
a\ith a large army to Lngliman, at the entrance qf the vnlky 
as Inch extends from Peshawur to CabiiJ, w licro lie iras met 1 y 
that pnnee ^Miilo the two armies faced each other, a violent 
tempest of wind, nin, and thunder arose, which is said to 
have terrified the superstitious soldiers o' Jejjial to such a 
degree as to constrain him to suo foran accommodation that 
1 e might cscafie to Ins own country Tho Hindoo was the ^ 
aggrcssoi, and the treaty was not granted except on the 
fiurrendcr of fifty elephants and the prom se of a large sum 
of money The envoys Snbnltugccn followed Jcypal to 
Lahore for paymen , but cAi licanng that his opponent hid 
I ecu obliged to march towards the west tq repel au invasion, 
he was disposed to witlihold at Tlhe hraVimins, sajs the 
native histonau, stood on the nghtiOf the throne, and urged 
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him to refuse the tribute, fIqcc there was DOtliiu" to ho any 
longer apprehended from Ghuzui, while liia Lshetnyu officers, 
standmg on the left, reminded him of the ’sufferings bejond 
the Indus which had extorted the contjbution, and, above 
all, of his royal word which he had pledged to the Mahome- 
dan pnnee. In an evil hour, Jeypal listened to the pnest*;, 
and unpiisoncd the envoys. Snbuktn^ten speedily di^'posed 
of his enemies in the west, and marched with a lajge army 
towards the Indus, breathing vengeance agamst the nuthor 
of the insult Jeypal, notwitbstanding his perfidy, succeeded 
m enhatmg the aid of the kings of Delhi, Ajmere, Grlmjer, 
and Cunoaj, and advanced across the Indus, it is said, with 
100,000 hor'e and countless infantry The Hindoos were 
utterly routed, and pursued to the banks of the n\or Su- 
buktugeen found a rich olunder m their camp, and obhged 
all tlic tnbes up to the Iudt& to sabmit to his authority. 
u»hinoo 4 «flMt Suhuktugeca died m 957, and was succeeded, m 
tni leroD-i tho first instance, by bis son Ismael, but he wa«i 
imptiaa. 1001 ^ monlhs by lus brother, the 

renonmod Mahmood of Glmzni, who mfiicted the Beveie''t 
blow on the Hindoo power which it had ever oxiicrieiictil 
smec Its onginil establishment in India. Fromhisearlj jouih 
Mahmood b»d accompanied lus father in his numerous cxpcdi 
tjous, and thus acipured a pa^^jon and a talent for war He 
Buccctdcd to the ro'ourccs of the Luig<lom at the age of thirty, 
bunuug with ambitiou tft enlarge its boundaries HiMag 
spent the first foiy years of hn. reign m cousohJatmg lus 
govemnent ne&t of the Indus, he cast his eye on the ndi 
• plains of Uiudostan CfLd with idolaters, and invested with a 
romantic lutcrest In addition to the wealth ho might acquire, 
the glory ofextenilingthctnumpbaof MaliomedaDi^m through 
new and unknown regions, pos'-os^d an nTc«istible clionii 
for Iu3 mmd He began lus cru'? ide against the Hindoos m 
tho year 1001, amk conducted no fewer than twelve t^pcdi. 
Cons against the northern provinces, which, being held b\ 
i irioua iudtptudcJt ftll an ca*'y prey to h.jj arms. 
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ITg left Ohnzni jn An^nst wUh 10,000 clio'^cn horse, ntiil ^i8 
met nt Ptslnnur by Jjw fatbe/s old antagonist, Jejpa), «h 0 
Tvas totally tlcfcafcd and talicn piisoncr, but released on the 
promise of paj mg (tibnle According to tin, Pcrsinn histo- 
mn, It mas a custom or hm of the Hindoos that a fnnee 
ho li id been tmicc defeated by lije Slahomcdati arms mas 
considered nnmorlhy to reigti .Ttypl, therefore, resigned 
the throiio to hiB son Amingj il, and closed the misfortunes 
of Ills reign b^ ascending the fimcnl f^rc m legil ‘itato 
Some of tbo clncfs subordinate to Lahore, Iione\cr, refused 
to pay* the contributions demanded of them, among nhom 
mas the raja of Bhutnerc situatcil at the northern extremity 
of the Bikauecr desert The Sultan proceeded against him, 
the fort was taken after a siege of three days, and the pnneo, 
to a\ Old falling into the hands of the a ictor^ fell upon Jus o^ro 
sword * 

nnihird*nd Mihmoods third expedition was undertaken to 
(eurtb«s)wu subduc Paood, wboiD be had left governor of 
tool, ioo»~«. under tlie encouragoment of 

Anungpal, had revolted against his master ilooltaii waa 
invested for seven days, but an irruption of tlie Tart irs from 
beyond tbe Oxus, constrained Mabmood to accept tlie sub 
missions of the governor Having snccceded m dnvmg the 
Tartars back to tbeir seats, he returned to India on his fourtb 
expeditiou to chastise Anungpal for tlie rovolkl e had insti- 
gated, and for his repeated perfidtts That piuice had sent 
envoys to tbo Hindoo inonarcbB in tbe north of Ilindostan to 
the kings of Oojcin Cahnjer, Guabor, Cunouj Delhi and 
Ajmere, who formed a confederation and asscnilifcil the* 
largest army which had as yet taken tbe field against the 
Mahotnodans The Hindoo women are said to have melted 
down their gold oniamefitB and sold their jewels to suppori, 
the war, which was considered holy The Hindoo troops again 
ciossed the Indus and advanced to Ptshavnir, wliere the iw-' 
armies were encampe<fopp< site fo eacii otder tor ibrty days, 
before jommg issue Alahmood ut length commenetd the 
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CTigngcment by a large body of arc!icrs*but they xrerp dnven 
•back with the loss of 5 OOO, by the impetuosity of the bare- 
headed and bare footed Gnkkera, a tnbe ’of savages, Ining 
ui the hills and fastnesses to the east of tjie Indus, the ancus- 
tors of *he modern Jauta The battle was long doubtful, hut 
was at length decided by the flight of the wounded elejihant 
of Annngpal, when the whole body erf tlmdoos, no loiigi r 
Inving tbtir le-dcr before tbcir eyes, dispersed in^utter dis- 
order, leaving 20,000 dead on the field Mahmood deter- 
mined to allow them no time to nllj, box on rciching tlio 
Punjab found tlitir diRComhture so omplcte so as tP afford 
Capture of hun Icisute for a plundcimg expechtion to tlia 
K8gaK»M.ieoa temple of Nagarcotc, north-west of Lahore, a 
place of peculiar sanctity, biult over a natural flame nlucli 
Issued from the mountain, and was (he ongin of its religions 
renown It was so strongly fortified as to be deemed impreg- 
nable , it was thorefort selected os tlic depository of tlio 
wealth of the ncigUbourbood, and was said at this time to 
contain a greater quantity of gold, silv cr, precious atones, and 
poaila Jhan was to be found m the treasury of any pnneo on 
earth It was, however, captured with case, and Mahmood 
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Bent off to Gliuziu, wlucli now began to ^car the appearance 
of a Hindoo city , 

Carwreof Bufitig the next three years Mnhmood M’as on- 
Cuno'3 JDir gaged n- two expeditions to Cashmere, of minor 
consequence — iccloned the seventh and eighth, after i\hich 
he subdued the whole of Tnnsosiana, and extended his 
dominion to the Caspian eca lu the year 1017 he resolved to 
penetrate J,o the heart of Hindostan and assembled an armj (f 
100,000 horse and 20,000 foot, drawn chiefly friim the recently 
conquered jrovmccs, the inhabitants of which were allured 
to his standard by the lo\e of plnnder and of adventure He 
set out from Pc havmr, and ija^scd three months lu si irting 
the hills, after which he marched Bouthward and prisciitel 
lurnseU unexpectedly before the city of Cunovij wluch lial 
been renowned m Hindoo historj for twentj centuries TIo 
description given of its grandeur, loth hj Ilmcloo ami 
Mahomedan wnters, staggers our Iclicf more e-pocully w hcii 
wo consider thf hnuted extent of the I ingdoni, and the c \ o 
with which it was sulnlued on llus occasion Its standing 
army is said to have consisted of 80,000 men in armour, ,50, 00l» 
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witli plunder and captives, and the latte* became ro common 
as not to be woith more than two rupees a head 
* Passing over two cspeditions.of less moment, 

WO come to the last and most celebrated in which 
Mahmood was engaged, and which is considered by the 
Mahomedans as the model of a religious crusade — the capture 
and plunder of Somnatb This shrine was at the time one or 
the most wealthy and celebrated mlndn It is affirmed that 
at the period of an eclipse it was crowded with 200,000 J ilgrims, 
that it was endovred with the rent of 2,000 villages and tint 
the imago was daily bathed with water, brought from the 
bacred stream of the Ganges, a distance of 1,000 nuleS Its 
establishment consisted of 2,000 brahmins, SOO barbers to 
shave the pilgrims when their vows were accotni lislicd, 200 
niuaiciane, and 300 courtesans To reach the temple Mab- 
mood was obliged to cross the desert with Ins army, 850 
miles in cafent, by no means the least arduous of his exploits 
lie appeared unexpectedly before the capital of the province, 
and tho njo, though considered one of tho most powerful 
princes m India, uas constrained to abandon it and take to 
flight Pursuing his roulo to the temple tho sultan found it 
filiiated on a iteiiinsuH connected with tho mam land ly a 
fortiflcd isliimu«i, a4lucU \va« manned at overv tomt with 
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emorptncy, and Icapinp into the MfWle cheered on his 
iroopt. AehnTnod to ahniidon a pnneo under whom thej had 
po often fonpht and bled they ni'thed on their encfnics TTifh 
an impetuositj \\1jicJj nothing could wjth'st'xnd hue thon'snnd 
Hindoos fell undeV their aabrcB, and the romamder rushed to 
their boats On entenng the temple Jfalimood avns ptmek 
with ita gnndcar The loft> roof was siipportcd fifty 
BIX pilhrs cunousiy carved and richly stud led with precious 
stones t The external light wai excluded, and the shniie was 
lif,ljtod bj a mnglo BtiPpended by a golden chain, tl e 

lustre of whicl was reflected from the numerous jewels with 
which the walls were embossed- Facing tlio entrance stood 
the lofty idol five jiitls in height, two of wl ich svero buned 
in the ground Mahmood ordered it to bo broken up, when 
tho brahmins cast themselves at his feet and offered at 
jmmcDSo sum to ransom it ITis courtierB besought him 1 / 
accept the offer, and ho hesilatc^ for a rnoment but ho sono 
rccoiCTcd himself, and exclaimed that hcwoull rather be 
Icuoirn os the destroyer than the Boiler of iTnif^cs Jlo tlicn 
Btmek the idol with hill mace, bis soldiers followed the ex 
ample, and the figure, which was hollow, speedily burst under 
Ibpir blows, and poured forth a quantity of jewels and 
diamonds greatly exrccdmg m value the sum whichbad been 
offered for its rclemption The wealth acqunid m this ex 
pcdition exceeded that of any which bsd preceded it and the 
mind 18 bewildered with the enumeration of**tros 8 ure 8 and 
jewels estimated by the maun *The sandal wood gates of 
Somnath were sent as a trophy to GJvizni, wl ere they re 
mamod for eight centuries till they w ere brmigl t back to 
Tnd a m a triumphal procession by a Cl nstian ruler ‘ 

ifehnwji Jlahmood was so cliarmed with the bea ity and 
pro tcu snd tho fertility of thfl country around Somnath, that 
he proposed at one time to make it the seat of h s 
empire and hkew ise to construct a navy to be sent m search 
of the pearls of Ceylon and the gold of®Prgu Bit he haa 
the wisdom to relinquish these iwojccts and having placed s 
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prince of Ins own choice on the throne of Guzerat, rctnraed 
to Ghuzni, after a toil&ome and perilons march throngh the 
desert Two years after, his power rcacheil its cnlmmating 
point by the conquest of Persia, bat hys reputation was 
tarnished by the slaughter of sonio thousands of the in- 
habitants of Ispahan, who had obstinately resisted his arms. 
This execution was the more remarkable, as in all his cam- 
paigns m Indio, he never shed the blood of a llmdoo, except 
in the heat of battle, or in a siege Soon after his* return 
from this expedition he expired at his capital in the jeor 
1030, and in the sixtieth of his age Two days before fus 
death, bo caused all the gold and silver and jewels of which 
he liad despoiled Indio, to be spread out before him, that he 
might feast hia eyes for the last time with the sight and 
tlica burst mto tears The next doy ho commanded bis army, 
iiifontry, cavalrj , and elephapts, to be drawn up m renew 
before him nod wept at the pro^wcl of leaemg them 
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charged vilh avarice, but if he avas rapacious m acquiri ig 
wciUh, ho avas noble and judiaons jn the employment of it 
Tow Mahomeda{) pnnccs haao c\ct equalled him jn the cil 
couragemenS of ^Jeammg He founded a university at 
Ghuznt, and fumislied it with a large collection of valnable 
maimscnpts, and a museum of natural curiosities He set 
aside a lac of rupees a year for pensions to learned men and 
hia munificence brought togcthci a larger assembly of literary 
gomus than was tQ be found in any other Asiatic court In 
the space of thirty years, he extended Jus dominions from the 
Persian gulf to the eca of Aral and from the moimtams of 
Curdd-^tan to the haul b of tho Sullege, yet while m posses 
810 U of this groat empire, he considered it his highest glory 
to be dcsiguatod the '‘imago breaker ’ 

Mnnaijofl Jtalimood left two sons, twins, tho cllest, 

10 ch-ioia llahomcd, bad recommended himself to his father 
by lus gentleness and docility, and was nominated Ins succes* 
6or Ihe yonnger ilusaood bad become popular with the 
nobles and the army, by his martial guahtics, and within fire 
months of Ins father’s decease, marched to Gliuzni, deprived 
his brother of lus throne and lus sight, and made himself 
king In the year 1034 be conducted an expedition to Cash 
meie, which he subdued, but was recalled to the defence of 
his dominions by the imiptiou of a horde of Turfci Tartars, 
denominated Scljuka His father had on one occasion de- 
feated them 1 ut lie let them off on easy teiTOS, and tficy 
iccrosscd the Oxus in such numbera ns to ihieaten the safety 
of Ins empire Among the generals noTrsent to oppose their 
I regress was Jey sen, tho commander of Musaoocls Indian 
battalions fiom which we infer, that ei en at that early period 
the llahomedan invaders fonnd the Hindoos ready to enlist 
under their banners, and even to cross the Indus and fight 
their battles The beljul^ offered their submission and were 
admitted to terms, which only Bcrvcd to increase their am 
bition and cupidity, blosaood was impatient to renew hia 
attacks on the Hindoos, but was opposed by advice of hia 
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Tascst councillor, who represented to hifij thnt the incessant 
eacroacbments of the Seljuks required his exclusive attention. 
He persisted, however, m marclung to india, where he 
captured the fortress of Hansi but was jecalled by a fresh 
invasion of the over restless Seljuha Mnsaood appointed his 
<?oa governor of the tu o provinces of hlooltan and Lahore, 
winch were now permanently annexed to Chuzni, and marched 
against the invaders in person, but after two yeais of mde 
usiTc warfare, Togml Beg, the great Seljnh chief, aclvanced 
up to tlie gatrs of Glmzni. length, the two armies met on 
equal terms, when hlnsaood was deserted in the field bvsoinc 
of his Turki followers, and totaUy and iTretnevahly defeated 
He then re'solved to withdraw to India, m the hope of being 
able quietly to ictnevc his fortunes in that country But his 
army was totally di«orguni 2 cd, and, on crc)«smg the Indu^ 
dcpo«cd him, and restored hts brother Mahomed to the throne 
The blindness of that pnnee rendered him incapable of con* 
ducting the government, and he tran<5fciTcd it to his son, 
\hmcd, who c first act was to put the dethroned Musaood to 
death— m the tenth year of his reign 
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BC'sur, llansi, and ?!ie Mabomedin possessions south of the 
Sotlcg'e were recovered, and Nag;arcote /eJl after a siege frf 
four months Tiic idol ^hich Mahmood demolished had been 
miraculously prcsCned — bo at least it was announced—and 
was now discovered by the brahmins, and lostaUcd, the 
oracle was rc established, and the shnne was ogam ennehed 
by the gifts of priaces and people All the other temples 
which had been sabrerted were restored, and recovered their 
sanctity The Hindoos, flashed with success, thought them- 
selves strong enough to cipc! the followers of the Prophet 
from Jhe soil of India, and proceeded to Jay scigo to Lai ore, 
but after bcscigmg it seven months, were dnven back by a 
Mgorous sally of the Lc«icgcd Modood expired at Ghuzni, 
after a reign, of nme years, in 1049, andrvas succeeded by 
four monarchs in succession, whose insigmScant reigns ex- 
tended over nine } ears Then come Ibrahim, lo 1058, remark- 
able for his mildness and deaotion, whoso Brst act nastoma! o 
peace with the Seljuks, and to confirm them in possession of all 
the temtoncs they had usurped He ettended the fast of tl o 
Bamzan to three months , ho attended rcligi >us lectures and 
bore patiently with pnestly rebukes , be gave away lar^o 
Bums m ebanty, he presented two copies of the Koran of his 
own beautiful penmanship to the Calijh, and then died, after 
a reign of forty years, leacang thirty six sons and forty 
daughters The reign of his son, Musaood the second ex- 
tended over sixteen years, and the throne descended on ins 
death to his son Arslan who unmediately imprisoned all )jis 
brothers One of tbcir number, Byram, was, howeier, bo 
fortunate as to escape to his mnteroal uncle, tho Selj ik» 
monarch, who marched against Ar&lan, and defeated him, 
placing Byram on the throne. But on the retirement of the 
Seljuk anny, Arslan rcfiirned and expelled Dyram, and was 
in turn displaced a second fiuio by Sanjar, the Soljuk general, 
and soon after overtaken and put to dea^i, Byram, finallv 
asixnded tin? timxae ni JJJA 

Syraia. th. Ujt Bytam goa erned tho k agdom with great wis Jo n 
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kingrofcharai and moderation, and like “dl the monarchs of 
, hi3 line, extended a liberal patronage to men 

of learning Towards the close of his rci^, which reached 
thirty five years, he was involved in a feu^ with the ruler of 
Ghore, winch cost him his life and his crown His family w is 
expelled from Ghuzni, and the seat of lus kingdom transferred 
to Lahore, which his son, Khusro, goverped for seven years, 
and then bequeathed to bis son, ^usro hfahk, under vehow 
all the provinces which had ever been held by the BlahomC" 
dans, east of the Indus, were recovered His reign extended 
to twenty seven years, when he was overpowered by Mahomed, 
of Ghoro, m 118G, and with him the family of Subukfugeen 
locamo extmet, at the close of the usual c) cle of 200 years 
The drouir The dynasty of Ghore, which superseded that of 

BfQhote. Ghuxni, and rapidly extended its domimon from 
the Caspian Sea to the Ganges, was fiattered by Mahomedan 
poets and histonans with an ancient and honourable lineage, 
but tho founder of tho family was £iz ood deco Hussein, a 
native of Afghanistan, of littio note He entered the service 
of hlusaood, tlio king of Ghuzoi, and rose in his favour, until 
he obtained tho hand of his daughter, and with it the prmci 
pahty of Chore His son, Kootub ood decn, espoused tbo 
daughter of Jlyram, who put him to death in consequence of 
some family disputes Scif ood deen, his brother, took up arms 
to revenge the murder, and captured Ghuzm, from which Byram 
retreated in haste Scif*ood deen, who bad sent back the 
greater part of his armj, foiled to conciliate lus new subjects, 
and BjTam iras chcouraged to return Uo succeeded in 
, defcaliug and capturing his opponent, horn ho put to death 
under cicrj circumstance of ignominy ILs brother, Alla 
ood deen, on hearing of this tragic event, marched with a 
namerous army to Ghuzm, thirsting* to revenge the murder 
A long an 1 I loody battle was fo«gbt under tho u alls of tl o 
ata,uliich eiided^m tho otter rout of Byram's army, aid 
hvB retreat to India, during the progress of which, fatiguo 
and misfortune put au^ end to lus life Alla ood det-n 
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entered Gliuzni, nnd*gavc up tins aty, then the noblest m 
Asia, to indiscriminate plunder for three, and, according to 
some historians, (or seven days The superb monuments of 
the Icings of Ghuziji avero destroyed, and the palaces of the 
nobles sacl cd, irlnle tho most distingiiislied and a encrablo 
men in the city vrere earned into captivity. Whatever jiro- 
a ocation Alia ood dof n may have rcccia ed m the murder of 
his brother, tho savage vengeance wreahed on this magnifi- 
cent capital, has fixed an indelible stam on Ins memory, aud 
led thi. histonans to stigmalixc him as the “luecndiary of 
the Tvorld ” 

Aiia-oodiiMa Alia ood dccn, after having satiated Ins fury ’ 
rhoty nsi Ghuzni, returned to Ins capital at Fcrozc- 
hhoh, bat ovas imoicdiately Buromooed by SuUan Sanjir ttf 
maho good the tribute ovlucli had been usually paid by hie 
predecessor, Bytam The demjind was refused, and the 
Scljuh Sanjar immediately marched to Glmzm, and defeated 
nod captured Alla ood deeu But on hearing that his own 
lieutenant m Kharism had revolted, and invited the Klutans, 
a Tartar horde, avho had been dnven from the north of Chmo, 
to assist him, Sanjar replaced Alla ood dccn on tho Qhuzni 
throne, and marched against this new enemy, by whom ho 
was defeated. He was enabled, however, to recoaer bis 
strengtli, but was brought into collision with ano’thcr tribe of 
Tartars, generally called the Euz, and though ho nssorabled 
300,000 men in the field was tolallyfouttd, and nTadc prisoner 
He died in tJic course of three years, in 315C, and with him 
ended the power which the Scljaks had* been a centurj m 
building up Alla ood deen died in the same jear, and was 
succeeded by lua son an amiable but inexperienced yontJi, “ 
who was killed in the course of the year by one of Ins own 
nobles, when his cousyi, Ghcias ood deen, mounted tho 
throne, and associated hi%>own brother, Sliahab ood dccn, 
Sh«ii4iwKvi- Ijiown in history as the renowned Hahomod 
deen.us7 Ghory, With him lu the go%crn^icnt It is a most 
eingufar ci'vnirastance that m tfiat ago of violence, when tfvo 
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love of power overcame all natural affections, and instigated 
jnen to the murder of fathers, and brothers, and kmdred, 
Mahomed should have contmued faithful m nUegiance to his 
feeble brother for twenty nine years Ilj was he who estab- 
lished the second Mahomedan dynasty at Delhi, generally 
k lown as the house of Chore s 

sta eofths Mahomed Ghory was the seal founder of Afiho- 
I! nloopnnoe^ mcdan power m India, and it may tne ''*'orc be of 
^ service to glance at the condition of th? Hindoo 

thrones m the north, immediately on the eve of their ex- 
tinction The kmg of Cunouj of the Korah family, had 
been compelled to make his submission, as already stated, 
to Mahmood of Ghuzm, which excited the indj{,nation of the 
neighbounng Hindoo pneccs expelled him from the 
throne, and pat bun to death The kingdom was then oc- 
cupied by the Kathore tnba of the Kajpoots, and five pnaces 
of that line had governed it, when it was finally absorbed by 
the Mahomedms The longs of Benares, who bore tho 
patronymic of Pal, and professed the Boodhist religion, attained 
gloat power, and ono of them is said to have extended bs 
conijnests to Onssa The family, Jiowevcr, became extinct 
before the invasion of Mahomed Ghory, when tho king of 
Bengal seized Gour and Bchar, and the king of Cunouj, the 
westom distncts of Benares, wbch greatly increased lus 
liowcr and lus arrogance In the west, the kmgdom of 
Guzerat Uas govcraefl by the family of BhagiJas, who were 
generally found in alliance with the kingdom of Cunonj 
Ajmere, then a powerful monarchy, was governed by the 
, Chohms and always sidid with the «50verwgns of Delb, of 
the Tuar djinsty The last king of tbs line having no son 
adopted hiS grandson Pnthimj, the offspring of his daughter, 

M ho was married to the king of Vjtncrc The king of Cunouj 
rcfu«cd to acknowlcilgc the supc^iontj winch had been con 
celled to (he kingj of Delhi • and tliej were engaged in in 
ecs^ant warfare Thus, at the penod when Mahomed Gliorj 
was ] rLpanng to cxlirpajc the ILodoo jower m the north of 
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Indn, Ils pnnco'5 fn'Scid of oombiiiin" ng'tirst the common 
foo, wenj engaged jn mutiml Jiosiihlieg, or aJjcnafcd front 
each other I j fam ly jealousies Ilmdostnn was divided into 
two iiTcconctlahlc ^parties — the ono coTnpnsing Guzerat and 
Cnnou; the other Delhi, tbo CJiohin of Ajnierc, ond Iho 
Iliiuloo nja of Chittorc It ts asserted bj some native 
authors tliat Tcjchtindcr, the kiug of Cunoiij impelled by 
hatred of the ^oung king of Delhi, invited Mahomed Ohoiy to 
mvado India, but the tvidtncc of this net of treason is doubt 
ful, and the Matiomedan pnnee required no piaimpting to an 
enter] nvc of such large promise Dut it ts certain that U o 
king of Cunonj assumed tho arrogant title of lord paramount 
of India and resolved to support his pretensions bj telcbratiog 
tho magnificent eacnCcoof tho hoit>o The otl cr pnnccsof 
the north hastened to pa> their homage to him, but Fnthiraj, 
the king of Delhi supported by tlie raja of Chittore, refused 
to acknowledge tho claim of superiority put forward by his 
nvaL In this gorgeous ceremonj It is required that every 
oiUce, however mcmal, shall be performed ly royal hands As 
the king of Delhi refused to appear, an cfBg> of gold was 
made to supply lus place, and planted at tbo entrance of tho 
hall, to represent hira m the capacity of tho porter In such 
acts of folly were the Hindoo pnnccs in the north wastir g 
their time and their caereies, while the Alahoracdau was 
thundering at their door » 

On the threshhold of ‘thereat revolution pio- 
soje iJupeJ by tbjs invasion we pause for n moment to 

record tho civil virtues of Bhoje Kaja the last of the really 
great Hindoo sovereigns of Hiodostan He was of the race 
of the Prurauras who still continued to reign, though with di 
mmished splendour, at Oojem and at Dhar Seated on tho 
throne of Vjkrumaditya, be deternuaed to renve the htcraty 
glory of his court and to rekder his own reigo illustrious by 
the encouragement of htcratnie IThile tthe silly king of 
Cnnouj was engaged in celebrating the Bacrifice of the horse, 
and tho pnnccs of the north were listening to that imperial 
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pageaat, the learned were crowding to file court of Bhoje, by 
.whom they were entertained with royal hospilahly ILs 
memoiy is consecrated in the rccoUection^of posterity, and 
hi8 reign has been immortalized by the gelius of poetry HiS 
name is as familiar to men of the present age as that of llama 
and loodistheer, yet few recognise the fact that he reigntd 
only seven centuries ago, and that he was the last Hindoo 
sovereign who had the wish as well as the power to^atromso 
letters 
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to escape across thfe Indus with the wreck of lus 'irmy 
Tliougli he appeared outwardly to forget his disgrace, it was. 
Pilcntlj pieying an lus mind, and he stated jn one of his 
letters that he “ uev«her slumbered at ease, nor waked hut in 
Boirow and anxiety ” 

Doftatoftic Haring in the course of two yeare reennted lus 
vine of Demi, army with Tartars, Turks, and Afghans, lie 
moi ed again over the Indus, and entered Hin- 
dostaii hundred and fifty chiefs rallied around the king of 
PcUu who was enabled, on the lowest calculation, to bring 
300,000 horse, 3,000 elephants, and a vast body of infantry 
into the field The allied sovereigns, inflated with an idea of 
their superiority, sent ifaliomcd a lofty message granting 
him their permission to retire without injury Ho replied, 
With g^cat apparent humibtj, that he was merely Ins brother’s 
lieutenant, to whom ho would refer their message The 
Hindoos misinterpreted this answer to denote weal ness, and 
spent the night in reaclry The Caggar flowed between the 
aimies Iifahomcd ciosscd fus army during the night, and 
fell upon the Huidoos before they had reco\cred from their 
debauch Bui m spite of the confusion wlucli ensued, so a ast 
was their host that they etill had time to fall into their ranks, 
and Hahomed, reduced again to difficulty, sounded a retreat 
The Hinilnos were, ns he expected, thiown into disorder in 
tliG pursuit, u hen ho charged thorn with his reserve , and as 
the historian observes, “tlus prodigiods army once shaken, 
hke a great building tottered to its fall, and nas lost in ita 
own rums ’ The gallant nja of ChiMore, ^omarsi, fell nobl\ 
ri(;hting ett the head of Ins Rajpoots, and the king of Delhi, 
a\ho was taken prisoner, aras baU-hcred in cold blond 
JInhomod llicn proceeded ngauist Ajmerc, and captured the 
tovni, and put several tkousands of the inhabitants to the 
Bv^ord *■ 

1 rocT^M Pf Sfalioiiictl returned toOhuzni Ijdcn with plnndPr, 
vuoiuMiflt Kootub ood»dccn, a slave who had gamed 

Ills confide icc I 3 the d.sjlay of gnil tak its loth ns u 
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general and as a statesmen, was left <n charge of his con- 
quests lie followed out bs master's plans, by the capture 
*of iiccrut and Coel, and eventually of Dcllji which was now, 
for the first time, made the seat of the ^lahomedan govern- 
ment of India The kings of Cunouj and Guzerat, who had 
looked on with malicious deLght while the Mahomedan smote 
down their Hmdoo opponents, bad no long lespite themselves, 
Mahomed returned the next year to India with a still largei 
force, and a battle was fought at a place between Chimdwar 
and Etan ah, in which Jey ebander, the king of Cunouj, was 
totally defeated, and perished, and the oldest Hindoo monarchy 
m the north was finally subverted This reverse mdilbcd the 
whole tribe of the ZZathorcs to emigrate m a body to Rajpoo 
tana where they established the kingdom of Marwar or 
Jondbpore, wbch still continues to exist Mahomed then 
advanced against Benares, which was captured with ease, and 
demolished 1,000 temples *A£td thus, in the short space of 
four years, was the Iliadoo power m Hindostan completely 
end irrevocably extmguished 

Cowmwt of Kootub lost no lime in despatching one of hia 
Bcbar»n4 slaves, Bukhtiyar Gbiljio, who had risen to com 
JVaeai,3'’03 ujand by lus native genius, to conquer Behar 
The capital was sacked and the country subdued, and the 
army returned witlim two years to Delhi, bending beneath the 
weight of its plunder An attempt was soon after made to 
supplant Buhhtij ar la lus master s favour, but it was defeated 
by tho prowess he exhibited in single combat with a hon, 
which lus enemies at court had forced on him Tins event 
estahhbhed him stiU more firmly m tho conGdcnco of Kootub, 
who sent him m 1203 to reduce Bengal That kingdom Ind 
for a long period been Under the government of a dynasty of 
Vidyus, of tho medical caste, who^cstablishcd an era which 
continued m voguo in the provyicc till it was abohcbcd by 
Akbar, two centuries and a half ago Tlie throne was then 
filled 1 y Lucksmfln Sen, who had been pheed on it m liia 
Infancj, and had now Jittamed the age of eighty His long 
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rcijrn wns distinguiflicd l)y li»s liberality, clcmciicj onl 
justice IIj 9 conrt ^as usiuDy hell nl NudJea, Ibongli lio 
oecaRioimll^ rcRulcd atOonrJ or Lnckiioutcc On tlic opproaclP 
the Jlahometltfi^ he was adiiRccI by Ins Inhmnis, in 
‘nrcordatico as they binl, with the tnstrucliotis of tlicir 
boohi?, to retire to Komo rcmito pronnee Ho refused to 
follow their adi ice, but he made no preparation for the cmcr- 
pi.ncj, and allowed numself to bo snrpnsed at a meal by 
• Ihikhti^ac, who rushed into hi* palace with a handful of troops 
llio king contrned to escape throagh a back galo to hia 
boats, and did not pause Until ho had nyiclicd Jugunnalh, m 
Orissa « It 18 worth} of remark, that while the king of Pcllii 
oTcrcd an hcmoumblo resistance to the Jlahomedans, and tlio 
king of Cunouj fell bravely defending Jus l/bcrt}, and 
Cliittore tnado tho most heroic atrugglc, Bengal fell without 
even an effort for its indcpcndenco The whole kingdom was 
conquered wnlUin a single year, *and submitted patiently to 
the rule of the Mahomedan for five cen* ones and a half, till 
he was supplanted by the Christian Bukhtiyar dehrered up 
the city of Kuddea to plunder, and then proceeded to Gour, 
which offered no defence Tlic Hindoo temples were de- 
molished, and Habomedan tnosqtics, jKilaccs, and caravanseraa 
built with the materials After the conquest of Bengal 
Bukhtij ar marched with a large army to Bootan nud AssaTi, 
but was signally defeated by those brave highlanders and 
dnyen back to Bengal, whero he died o( ebagrmr three years 
of) cr hi, bad entered the province * 

SI hnine<i» Dunng thcst. transactions, ifahomed was cn 
d-i h. pos gaged m ambitious expeditions m the west The 
empire of the Seljiiks having fallen to pieces, he was anxious 
t come m for a share of it Of the now kingdoms which 
had arisen upon its ruins, that of Kharibm, on the eastern 
Bhore of the Caspian Sell, had attained great power under 
Takasb, against whom Mafeomed now led his forces, but ex 
perienced a signal defeat, and was obliged to purchase a 
retreat by a heavy ransom On his .rctura to lua own do- 
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minions, he lesolred to punish the Gohl; rs for their incessant 
rebellions, and not only bronght them under subjection, 
Tint IS said to have constrained {liera to jmbrace the creed 
of the Prophet , bnt on his way hack Jo Ghnzni, he was , 
c»«;as‘!inatcd by two of the tribe as he was reposing m his tent, 
m the year 1206 He governed the kingdom in his brother's 
name for forty five years, and was kmg m his own right 
for only three In the coarse of ten years he completely 
demoh'shed the Hindoo power from the hanks of the Sntloge 
to the bay of Bengal, and at the penod of his death, the 
wl ole of Hmdostan,with the exception of ilalwa, was under 
a settled and permanent Mahomedan government* The 
treasure he left, the fruit of nine expeditions to India, 13 
stated at a eom which appears incredible, particularly when 
It 13 said to have mcluded five tnauns of diamonds 
coatat>«(4 Mahomed, who was childlc's was m the habit 
***“• *'*'*• of tnumng up the most prom-sing of bis slaves, 
and rai mg them according to their ment, to posts of dignity 
and poaver His nephew, Mahmood, who was m possession 
of Ghore, was mdeed proclaimed king throughout all the 
provinces on both sides the Indus, but the kmgdom was soon 
broken up into sepiarate states. OF the slaves of the deceased 
monarch, Eldoze, the goveraor of Ghuzni, sciaed on Cabul and 
Candahar, while Kootub retained the sovereignty of Hlndos 
tan Eldoze, who affected still to consider India a dependency 
of Ghuzni ntarclied agamst hini, but was defeated at Lahore. 
Kootub followed up the victory aad recovered Ghuzm, where 
ho assumed the orown, but was soon after expelled by his 
rival, and driven back to India, with which, after this reverse, 

• he determined to remain content. The establishment of the 
Mahomedan empire m India I’s therefore, considered to date 

* from this e\ent, m the year, 120C ^ Kootub was the first of 
thoso Turki slaves who rose to ^vcreigntv and furnished a 
succession of rulers to ludia. Meanwhile, Tahaeh the great 
monarch of Khan*m having overran Pers a, marched against 
Eldoze and cxtingiusl cd his brief reign, as well as that of 
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Mahmood of Ghore, icid aoiic\cd all tne provinces west of the 
Indus to his possessions. Kooiub did not enjoy his Indian 
sovereignty inore,than four years, when lie was sncceeded by 
his son, Aram, wii(j was displaced within a twelvemonth by 
Altumsh, the slave and the son-in-law of Kootub, in 1211. 
lie justified the preference of his master during- a long - 1 cign 
of twenty-five years. 

T . [ r-v ft m the tenth year of his reign that Jelal- 

JengWs Khan. , . ~ ® 

ood-dccu, the King of Kharism, was driven to 6ec.c 
shelter in India by the irruption of Jcnghis Khan, the greatest 
conqueror of that age, and the original founder of Mogul 
grcatnbss. The Moguls were a tribe of Tartars, who roamed 
with their flochs and herds on the northern side of the great 
wall of China, without any fixed abode. IVlicn their numbers 
increased beyond the means of subsistence tliey poured doivn 
on the fertile provinces of the sopth. T)i’c fiathcr of Jengliis 
Khan presided over tlnrteen of these nomadic tribe*, whoso 
number did not exceed 40,000. At the age of forty, Jtnghu 
KJjfla had establ.'shed his ^woTOvera)) the Toriariribcs, and 
at a general convention held about tbo year 1210, was ne- 
Imowlcgcd the great Khan of the Moguls by the shepherd 
hordes from the wall of Clutia to the Volga. lie had rcceivid 
no education, aud was unable cither to read or ivntos but a 
natural genius for conquest, and the ficQ* valour and insatiable 
cupidity of his followers, raised him to the summit of Imimn 
power. The Moguls burst with iiippetaosity on Chinn, o\cr- 
Icapcd the barriers which the Chioese raomrehs had crectf'd 
to exclude them; and after stonning iiintfty cities compcikd 
the emperor to cede tlio northern pto^hiccs to them and rctii-o ^ 
to the south of the Yellow nver. In the west, the pi‘Ogrc‘-H 
of Jcnghis Khan brought him into colhaioa with Mahomed, . 
the great sultan, of Kltarism, who held m contempt tlm 
shepherd soUhera of Tartag?, with no vcaltli but thtir flocl.a 
and their swords — and no dlica but their tonla. lie put 
thac of Jcnghis Kh-m’s gmbassaJom to f?(.afli, and refused 
util nxlrcss, (i/o-l dlf« JP’gid pyufod tS^mn mi hh tlmimimis 
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TTitb an army of 700,000 men JJaLttoed met Ira mtli 
400,000 troop's, but was defeated and oblitjed to 83, leaving, 
it IS said, 160,000 of them dead on the fields Mahomed then 
distributed las soldiers among Isis rations cities m the hope of 
imp-'ilmg the career of the encmj , Init the aties fell to lura 
rapidly, and the magmficent monarch of Khansm, recently 
the most powerful m Asia, died withoui an attendant in a 
barren island of the Caspian Sea From that sea to the Indus, 
more than 1,000 miles in extent, the whole country was laid 
waste witli fire and sword by these ruthless larbanans It 
was the greatest calamity which had befallen the human race 
since the deluge aud five centuries bavebarel} been suSiaent 
to repair that desolation The "^on of Mahomed the heroic 
Jclal ood deen, continued to fight the Moguls at every stage, 
but nothing could arrest tlieir progress lie encountered them 
for the hat tune on the banks of the Indus, when his whole 
army p>cn bed, and he sprung with his horse into the stream, 
attended l»y only a few follower^, and sought an Inm from 
AUunisli, but that pnneo was too prudeut to provoke the 
vengeaucc of the man who ha 1 made himself the scourge of 
Asia, and Jelal ood deen was obliged to seek some other 
refuge After a variety cf adventures he was killed, about 
ten years after in ire^topotaioia The victorious and de- 
structive career of the SIogaK does not belong to the history 
of India, the soil of which they diil not then invade Jhit 
Jcnghia Khau effected cwiplcte revolution in the policy aud 
destmies of Central Asia, and gave a predominant lullueuce to 
the Mopnd& who, after the lapse of three centuncs, were led 
^ S3 the Indus under the auspices of Baber, and c\ entually 
established on the throne of India 

The emperor Altiimsb was employ ed for ec\ eral 
Airaaah. las. subduing bis owiv insuliordmatc viccrovs, 

and subjugating those provinces of <Imd atan v Inch still main- 
tained pome show indcpcndt,nce. He reduced the fortress of 
rmtaraboro m Ilajpootana,cai taredGwahor and Maudoo, an 1 
then proceeded against Ogjoa, tl e capital of Malwn, one of 
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llio eiCTcd cities of 4110 Hindoos, where lie destroyed the 
magnificent temple of Muba Kal, erected 1,200 years before 
by \ i3 runndftyUiAseachng tho images to Dulu to he bwJ ca 
up at llio entnneo^of the great tnosque lie died m 1,236, 
and -ivas succeeded by lug son , but he w as dcpo&cd for Ins vices 
wathin Six months by the nobles, who laiscd his sister Sultana 
Kczia to the throne . This celebrated pnnccss, endowed ac 
cording to tbo bistonan -mth a cry royal virtue, governed 
the empire for a time avilb the greatest ability and success 
She np] eared daily on tlie throno in the liabit of a sultan, 
gave ^udience to all comers, and set herself vigorously to 
the revision of the laws, and the reformation of abuses, but 
she esaltcd to tlio Inghcst dignity in the empire an Abys- 
emian slave to whom sbe had become partial, and her jcalono 
nobles took up aims against her She fought them m two 
severe latlles but was defeated *captured, and put to death, 
after a br cf reign of three years and a 1 alf The tw o sue 
cecdmg reigns occupied only sis jears when Nazir ood deen, 
Kifi^cod-eeaa, gntidsoD of AUuiush mounted the throne 
Bulbun, a Turki slave, and tlic son in law of 
Altumsh was appointed Ins chief mnuster, and proved to be 
one of the ablest statesman of his time Under his admin t.tra- 
tion the government was strengthened by the more complete 
reduction of the Ilindoo chiefs , and his nephew, Shero Khan, 
who w as charged with tho defence of the Indi^ ngamst tho 
Moguls succeeded likewise m re-*aniicxing tho piovince of 
Ghuzui to the throne of Delhi Dulbun was for a time sup- 
planted in liis office of vizitr Ij an miwoitliy fivourite of tho 
cmpcior but the disasters which followed his dism «sal, atid, 
the remonstrances of the noble** constrained bis master to 
reinstate lum In the tenth year of this reign an embassy 
arrived from Hulakoo, tlic giandson of Jeughis Khan, facfoio 
whom Asia trembled aliPit was resohed to make evciy 
exertion to give bis envoy the most lioijourablc rocoj tion 
The vizier himself went out to meet 1 im with 50,000 horse 
and 200,000 infantiy, 2,000 war elephants, and 3,000 car 
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rnge*’ of fire\rorhs By tins noble escort he was conducted 
^0 the durbar of the emperor, around rvho^e throne stood 
twentj five of the pruicos> who had been rf^peUed from their 
heieditarj seats by the hloguls, and obtained an asylum at 
Delhi Nazir ood deens private life was that of a hermit, 
his per&onal expenses Mere defrajed from the sale of the 
books which he transcribed , his fan? which was of the 
simplest character, was prepared by bis wife whej was his 
sole female companion He died without leaving any son, 
and was snccoeded by his minister Oulbnm 

Tills pnnee was e<|uany renoimed for his 
Buibnn, 1 66 gencTOSity and for tlie vigour of his 

admuiistration though Ins cruelty on certain occasions has m« 
duced some of the historians to represent him as a monster 
He continued the hospitality which his predecessor had shown 
to tl 0 dethroned princes of'Tarlary, Transoxima khorasan, 
PcPbia, Ink, and other provinces placed tl o royal palaces at 
their disposal and granted them the mo»t liberal allowances 
These pnnccs were accompanied by the accomplished scholars 
who bad becu assembled around them and the court of 
Bnlbuu wa<i thus considered the most polite and magnificent m 
As a He banished all usurers, players and I uETooiis from its 
precinct® and set an example of the severest frugahta and 
temperance At the same tune he endeavoured to curb the 
ui'ioleiico ofsthe royjl slaves wlo had begun to arrogate 
great powc”, but he tnadl it a rule to give no promotion to 
any Hiudoo He, was advised to reconquer Malwa and 
Ouzerat whcli had reioUed but iwsely replied that the por 
•tentous cloud of Moguls, ever hanging o\cr lus northern 
frontier, demanded 1 is undivided attention lie rc«olvcd 
howeier, to infiict a severe retribution on 7 grul K1 an, the 
Viceroy of the opulent province of Bengal who liad omitted 
to rem t the plunder recently acqoued from a rebel c! icf, and on 
hearing of hw mas* r s lifnc^s, had raised the red umbrella, an I 
assumed the title of king Two annics wen. sent m bUcci,ssioa 
Qg-urs* 1 1 a and defeated Xind JJulbun took the h 11 in person. 

z i 
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Tlie refractoiy g-orernor fled to Onssa, and ^as pursued 
by the imponal troops MoHjI., one of the emperor s gene* 
rals, advanced t6*the camp of the enemy with only forty 
followers, and ruihing into Tognil Khan’s tent shouted 
“Victory to Ung Bidbun,” cutting down all who opposed 
him The viceroy, imagining that the whole of the imperial 
army was upon him, look to flight, and his army was entirely 
disperse^ Biilbun made an ill use of Ins victory, b> putting to 
death ererj member of the rebels family, even to the women 
and children Duimg these tmusactions the Moguls again 
bnrst gn Ilmdostan , and Mahomed, tlic accomplished son of 
the emperor, w,}io had collected around him the men most 
celebrated in Asn for learning and genius, maiclied to oppose 
them The Mogult, dispersed after a long and sanguinary 
action ^fahoTRed pursued them with imprudent liaoto and 
on his return was unexpectedly #orclopecl bj a bodj of their 
cavalry, superior m mimbcr to his o^vn followers, and foil in 
tlio combat With him penshed the hopes of Iho dynasty 
The army and the empire was equally filled with lonieafation, 
for ho was the idol of both, and liisfnlhcr, thcninhi3 0iglitu.lli 
year, soon after died of a broken heart 
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son the most saliit-iry advice, returned t9 tis own goremmcnt 
,But the youth osain abandoned himself to indul^^ce on hi3 
return to the capital, and it terminated m mlsy Then came 
a scramble for power between the Tartar/mercenanes around 
the throne, aud the Afghan mountaineers of Ghuzm and 
Ghore dcnonunatcd the Ghiljics The Tartars were cut to 
pieces Kei bobad was killed in his» bed^ and the GliiljJe chief, 
Feroze mounted the throne at the age of seventy, taking the 
title of Jclal ood doen. Thus closed the dynasty %thich lias 
been denominated that of the slaves, which commenced 
^Mth the slave Kootub, in 1206, and termmated in 12&8, 
v.ithia three years of the death of the slave Bulbun * 
F>rote,ijsi period of thirty three years, during which 

tho Ghiljte family occupied the throne of Bellu, 
was rendered memorable in the history of India, by the sub- 
jugation of the Deccan to jbe ilahomcdan arms Feroze, on 
mounting the thione, j ut to death the iDfant son of the late 
king whosc cait«e had been esponsed by the opposite faction, 
but this was the only act of cruelly during his reign, hich 
ms, on the contrary, marked by a verj impolitic lemty, which 
seemed to multij ly enme, and to weaken the authority of 
go\cniment lu the fifth jeat of his rcigu, m the year 1294, 
Ei;rd«onto & ccuturj aftcF tbo battle of Thanei»ur, which 
uiei><K>ani23t. the final blow to Hindoo power in Ilindos 
tan, his nephew, Vila ood deeu, a mau of great energy and 
Tioleut amlntioa, but wiihoul a con^ence, earned his arm* 
across the Ntrludda and paved the way for the con|uest of 
the Deccau He ^lad been oj pointed to the government of 
Oude and Kordi, and was successful m subduing some 
rofractoiy chieftains m Bnudlccund and Mahva which led 
him to project a roinudiug cx|>cdilion to the south. He 
collected an army of 8 000 men, and swept across 
bndda with a degree of n»iidity,#rhich confounded the natnc 
pnnees, and suddenlj presented himself before Doognr, the 
Tagara of the 1? man writer*, the Dowlutabad of modem 
iustojy The jaj'V hvjiig jn the secun^vof perfect ycaccs. 
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throne, and endearoured to dirert the people from the odjons 
.crime to ^vluch he owed his elevation, by the eshibition of 
games and nimiscmenta He was nnah!^ to read or write 
when he became kinj, bat apphed to letters with snch 
O'-endoity, as to become a good Persian scholar , after which, 
he garrounded him'^elf with learned men, and took great 
pleasure in their soaety Hts government was «tem and 
inflesible, but admirably muted to the exigencies of the time 
The insurrections which broke out in vanons •provinces 
immediately on hia accession, were quelled by his promptitude 
and energy , md his reign, which was prolonged to twenty- 
one years, was constantly occupied in efforts to n?pcl the 
Moguls in the north, and to subjugate the Hindoos in the 
south. 

Coo<;w*tof Two yews after he had mounted the throne, he 
Cj*w»fci5ST di«patchcd an .army to Guzent, where the raja 
had resnmed lus independence The country had recovered 
from the effect of pre~ioas invasions, and was again smiling 
w ith pro«penty, but this new torrent of destroction mvept 
aw-ay cvcr% vestige of unprovemeat, aad the Hindoo power 
souk to nse no more The magnificent aty of Pnttun, with 
Its marble edifieo', built from the quames of Ajm^ro, was 
completily demoU«hed The images of its opalent «hnacs 
were dc^trojed and a MaLomodan mosque erected m front 
of the principal temple Among the pnzes of this campaign 
the historians partiJulady note Kowla Devee the wife of 
the kng, a woman of unrivalled beauty, who was transferred 
to \na ood deou'b seraglio, and Kofoor, a handsome slave, 

, w ho m^c to di^tiaction at Court, and eventually became the 
tcour(,e of the Dcccaa TJio eipeditioa to Gazerat was no 
sooner completed, than the attention of the emperor was 
dislractotl by another Mognl invasion Two hun- 
i~js, thousiand hortiSnen, under Kutlugh Klian 

ero.««ed the liuhij and marchwl down upon Delhi. Tlie 
Wretched inhabitants were dnven before them hke slicop 
bla tie atj, and famuy* began to stare that vast multitude 
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in tlie face The ewpcror marched out at the Lead of his 
troops, and the native histonaii afdrms, that on no former 
occa'tion had so ^reat a multitude of human beings been 
collected together m India in one place The Indian troops 
won the day, dnefly through the exertions of Zuffer Khan, 
the most distinguislied of the emperor's generals But in the 
pursuit of the enemy ^he was carried auay by bis impetuosity, 
the emperor’s brother who was jealous of his increasing 
power withheld all succour from him, and he was cut to 
pieces after havuig performed prodigies of valour IIis 
ungenerous master who dreaded Lis genius, did not hesitate 
to say, ‘that his death was as fortunate a circumstance as the 
defeat of the Moguls 

cipturtof In the year 1803, Alla ood deen attached the 
ciuttore. ijoi fortress of Cliiltore, the scat of the Bajiyiot 
family, which now reigns at Oodyjjorc The sicgo Tins pushed 
with great vigour, and when all further defence appeared hoi n* 
less a largo funeral pile was Kindled in Uic fort, niton hich 
the queen, Pudmaoce, a woman of exquisite beaufj, and the 
females of the noblest famihes, threw tlicmsclrcB After this 
fearful sacrifice, the gales were thrown open, and the nja, 
with his faithful followers, rushed on the weapons of the 
enemy, and obtained tlic death tlicj EOiight The cnijiLror 
dcslrojcd nil the temples and palaces wliitli had adonicd the 
cit>, but spared the residence of the king and qncen Prom 
these transactions lie was rccallcil nilothcr inaaMon of the 
Mogul-, uho extended their ravages up to the gates of Ptllii, 
and retired m consequence, it avas said, bf n panic ertattd 
among them I y the I raj ers of a saint TIicbo iimeionswcre , 
rcucutHl m 1305 and 130^ but the Moguls were cUfcalcd in 
both ex{>cditions make on txnniplc of them tin, cnqieior 
ordered tfie heads of all the male pnsonirH to l>c stnick i fT, 
an I a pillar to be construcltilof thcmal Dell i, nnd tlit wonca 
nnd children to be sold into slaatij Aflcr^ this e\ ent, tl < re 
una but one farthi,r irruptwa of these tnbes dunng the 
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fr\Tai.i«ic't4B TJve fifai erpcditloa to thc*I>occan m this rei^ 
ivan.j50s 1303 ^Tas iDtcrroptcd bytlio luv'ision of tho 
Moguls, ntid the gcncrnla who were left tp»couduct it, when 
t!ie emperor m -rs rtc-illctl, were unsucecssRtI Another arnij 
wxs a*! ctnblcd m 130G, under the command of Kafoor, once 
the 8h\ c, bwt now the favourite general of his master, and 
sent to chastise the raja of Deogur, who liad neglected to 
paj up lus tribute It was lu this eviHiilition that Kafoor 
subdued tho Jilahrattn'’ who'^o name now apiH.ars* for the 
first time m history Earn deva, the king of Deogur, made 
hia 8ul mission, and procccdeil to Delhi to vait on tlio 
emperor, uhcii lu i\as restored to jxiwer Kafoor, hkeutsc, 
recovered Dewd D the daughter whom the empress had 
borne to her former husband, and who had mhented all her 
mothers beauty After a long jursmt ehonas oaertaken 
near tho caves of Lllora— «id this la the earliest notice of 
them— and on her arnial at Dellii became the biidoof the 
cmjioror s eon, at eo early a pciiod do uc find intcmiarnagcs 
betw 01.11 tin, lliiuloos and thcMahomedans \n espodition ecut 
from Bengal along the coast to Wamugolc, which was tor 
marly two centunos tho capital of TilmgaHi, having failed, 
Kafoor was etnt ogamel it m 1309 lit ra\ aged the northern 
jroMticcs ob amed a great Mctorj, mid took the fort aftcra 
51 gt of some mouths The raja was condemned to j ay 
tnbulc and ^[afoor returned to Delhi 
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proceeded fart lier dcfivn on the western or Malabar coa-^t ; but 
liG overran the whole of the eastern proMUces on the Coro* 
mandel coast, to. the extreme limit of the Peninsula ; and at 
Ramisseram, opposite Ceylon, erected a raosqne, as ameraorial 
of his victories. He returned to Delhi, in 1311, laden with 
the plunder of the Deccan 5 the value of which has been 
calculated by “ sober” historians at 100 crores of rupees. 
The crnjDcror made a liberal distribution of this wealth, but 
his generosity was forgotten in tbe barbarous massacre of 
15,000 of the converted Moguls who had manifested a dis- 
position to revolt on being capiiciously dismissed from hLs 
Ecrvice, In the year 1312, Kafoor was again sent into the 
Deccan to coerce the eon of Ram-deva, the raja of Dcogur, 
who had succeeded his father, and “ withdrawn his neck from 
the yoLo of obedience.” He put tbe raja to death, annexed 
his kingdom to tbe throne of DelJii, and carried liis anna over 
the whole of the Camata and Mahratta trrritbrics. 


FjtlncilMi of 
the rUlljiA 
drniit), 13.1 


Towards the latter period of liis reign Alh-ood- 
deen ga\o Limsclf up to indulgence, which en- 
feebled both his mind and his body; but the 


Vigour which lie had infused into the go\ernmcnt stdl con- 


tinued to animate it. At length his infatuated attachment 


to Kafoor, whose baseness was equal to his talents, created 


general discontent. It was at the instigation of tins vTctch 


tliat he imprisoned his queen, and his two cider^potis. Rebel- 
lions brohe out in wpid succcssien lA the countries he had 
conquered. Ham/r, the renowned Rajpoot cJiioftain, ncoiered 
Chittoro; the eon-in-law of Rnm-deva r-Tiscii a revolt in the 


Deccan } Cu2er.1t was for a time in a state of insuirectioiv 


and the •emperor sunk into the grave nmnl’t these chrk clouds, 
not without the suspicion of poison. It wns diiriiig Jus reign 
that the Maliomodm arms were first carried to CajK* Ck'ni«>nn, 
and the authority of ibo^tunj’icror for a time prcdoinin itcd 
through the length of India; but the morc^outhcni conquests 
were transient. Though he was often eapridous, and pomo- 
Umes cruel, his rale vaa nu*rgebc and bcncCml. the in- 
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cessant ■wars of tbe Hindoo pnnccs with tach other were sr}- 
piessed by his sovereignty, and a general feeling of secunty 
gave prosperity and •wealth to tbe country and magnificent 
buildings rose m every direction Alla-ood-^een had thoughts 
at one tune of setting up for a prophet,, but he gave up the 
p^'Oject, and contented himself with assuming the title of a 
second Alcsnnder on his coins Kafoor produced a pretended 
will of his patron, appointing lus youngest son his successor, 
and him‘!clf regent Then began the usual destruction of 
the royal family m the struggle for power Cafoor put out 
the ej C8 of the two eldest sons The olBcera of the court in 
a few days caused Cafoor himself to be nsaassmateS, and 
pHecd the third son, JloUank, on the throne, who immediately 
put to death the instruments of bis elevation, and extinguished 
the sight of hia youngest brother. On tbe other hand he re- 
leased 17,000 prisoners, restored lands u hicb hid been unjustly 
confiscated, and repealed oppressive taxes He put himself 
at the held of his army, anti by an act of vigour reduced 
Gnzorat, and captured the insurgent son in law of Ram deaa, 
ailiom he caused to be flajed alive But on his return to the 
capital he gaa e himself up to the most degrading debanchenc'», 
while lus favourite Khusro, a converted Hindoo, was sent to 
ravage the mantmic province of Malabar which Kafoor had 
left untouched, though by some the expedition is supposed to 
haie cvtinded only to ibp province of Coorg Khusro re- 
lumed to Ptlbi with abundance of treasure, ihsassmatcd lus 
master, and usurped the throne To secure the po<=se«Mon 
of it, he proceeded* to put every euniving member of the 
poyal famiij to death, but Gbazee Toghluk, the governor of 
the Punjab, soon after marched on Pella, with thc'ictcran 
troops of the frontier province, disciplined bj constant con- 
flicts with the Moguls, and put on end to the reign and life 
of tliL inou ter. • 
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no sooner retired from the odiGce than it*fell and cnishcd the 
fcitber to death. 

Mihoncd * Jonah Klnn a'^cended the throne m 1325, and 
Toswu]t,iKS assumed ttie title of ilahomeo* logliluk This 
pnnee, irliose follies brought on the dismemlxmient of the 
empire, was a compoimd of the most contmdictoiy qmhties 
He was the most accomplished pnnee of his day, slalled in 
erory science, and learned even in the philosophy of the 
Greek schools, a hberal patron of learning, temperiftc, and 
even austere in his pnrafe bfe, and distiDgni'bed lu (he field 
by bis courage and raSitaty talents But all these noble 
qualities were neutralized by such pcrret^ity of disposition, 
and such paixcrysms of tyranny, as made him the object of 
universal execration It wa** the intoxicatjon of absolute 
power which incited him to acts which none but a madman 
would have thonglit of little,” saj-s the native histo- 

rian, "did he bc«itatc to shed the blood of Goil’s crcatarcs, 
that when ho took vengeance, it seemed as if he wished to 
extennmato the human family” The very fiist act of Iiis 
reign was an enigma. The Moguls invaded the Punjab, 
und^r one of their most celebrated guierals and the emperor 
liought tliein off with a large subsidy, though he could not 
fail to perceive that tins display of weakness wonl 1 mentablv 
bring them Lack with a keener appetite for plunder lie 
then a‘“icnihlei1 a large army for the conquest of Persia, but, 
after consuming lus rtfsoujecs, it was broken up for wa.it of 
pay, and became tbe terror of his own subjects in even 
direction rinding lus trea«nry eiliaustcd bj his extruagant 
pehemos, ho dctcrminwl to replcm«h it bylevjmg contnbi • 
tions on the cmjnro of China. A t>od> of 100 000 men \ras 
nccordmglv sent across the snowv range, but it was attacketl 
Ij a sujxinor force on reaching the confines of (hat empire, 
and obliged to retire Harassed in their retreat ly the 
Chinese troops, and the cia«pcratcd mountaineers, and wora 
out bj fatigue an<? pmalion, ftw of the unfortunate treopa 
rctunied to tell the tafe^of their iLsgracc, and these who 
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Bumvcd tlio sworcl*'\nd famine were bntclicred by tlicir own 

masltr Hivuig htard that the Cbtncse were in the habit cf 
using a paper cunrcncy, lie detcimmcd to adopt tins ftiode of 
filling Ills coffers, only substituting copper tol tns for paper 
'Ihe insoKoncyof the treasury depreciated thevdneof the 
tokens, and foreign merchants refused to touch them The 
mercantile transactions of the empire Mere tlirown into con- 
fusion, and the umicrsal misciy and discontent which tho 
measure* entailed, constrained him to withdraw the tokens, 
but not before tliousinds had been rumed by them So ex- 
orbitant wcio hia exactions, tlat the husbandmen sought 
refuge m the woods, and were dnven to robbery for a sub- 
sistence The towns wore deserted, and tho luhabitints 
goaded mto resistance by despair TVic enraged emperor 
ordered out bia army as if for a ro>'il liunt, surrounded a 
large circle of territory, aud drocs the wretched jieople into 
the centre, where they were slanghtered like mid beasts 
On a subsequent occasion, he ordered a general massacre of 
the inhabitants of Punouj 

CcntiBMifoi “ person 

I «iof «aiiooi«J, against Ins nephew, who had been dri\ ea to revolt 
w the Deccan The young prince was captured 

and flayed aUve On reaching Dcognr, Mahomed was bo 
charmed with the beauty of its situation, and the mildness of 
the climate, that he resolved to make it the capital of Ins em- 
pire aud at tlic same tune changel^ itsVame to Dowlutabad. 
With his usual fatuitj, be ordered Delhi io 1 e abandoned, and 
Its inhabitants meu, women, and children, to trai el to the 
new city a distai cc of 800 miles along a road which ho 
caused to he planted with full grown trees This wild at- 
tempt to change the long established metropolis of the 
empire rv as for a time suspended in consequence of the in- 
tolerable misoiy it created It was subsequently revretd, 
but though Delhi was deserted, Dow lataha^ did notproapci, 
and the project was eventually abandoned after thousands 
cf farnihi-s had been ruined by it iVt tlie same time, as if to 
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mock tlie cahmities of hia sabjecfs, Jte caused a d"cijcxl 
tpotb, •which Ind been exirrcted, to be interred at Beer, and 
erected a mig-mficcnt maMsofeura over it At Icu^tb be con- 
ceived the notion that the disasters of hi» reign arose from 
the fact of hia not haamg received investiture from tho 
Cahpll, the successor of Mahomed A splendid embassy a\a3 
accordmgly sent to Bagdad, and on its return with the firman, 
he ordered the names of all his predecessors who had not 
rocoiicd the same honour, lo Be struck out of the royal 
calendar 
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avenge the vinton slaughter of seventy of tlicir nohlcs 
The emperor immediately proceeded against them, gave up 
the Clives of Suvat and Camhay to plunder, and ravaged the 
whole province a\if it had Imjcu an cncmj’s country The 
Guzerat Moguls obtained an asylum m tlio Deccan, where 
they were joined by all whom the atrocities of ilahomed had 
exasperated and, having taken possession of Dow lutabad, 
proclaimed Ismael fehan, an Afghan, king The emperor 
maichech against them with great promptitude, inflicted a 
signal defeat on them, and shut them m that fortress lint, 
while engaged m besieging it, he was called away by a frtsli 
consp? acy in Guzerat The Moguls defeated Ins son in law, 
who had been left m command and in conjunction with the 
govemoT of Malwa, who bad likewiso revolted from bis 
master, succeeded in establishing a new monarchy m the 
Deccan which is kmown m liistopr as the Bahmmy kingdom 
In 1351, Mahomed proceeded against the pnneo of Tatta, in 
Suide, who had given an asylum to the Guicrat insurgents 
He halted within a few miles of that city to celebrate the 
Mohurrum, and surfeited himself with fish, which brought on 
ite 6 of a fev er of which be died in 1S51 At the time of 
ushomed 13J1 ]^g ajj Maliomcdan possessions m the 

Deccan, as well as the province of Bengal, had been alienated 
from the throne of Delhi 

FerweTogWok, Mahomed was buccccdcd by lus nephew Feroze 
13SI— 1388 Toghluk, who endeav^urcfl. to reeSver Bengal, 

but seeing no chance of success, acknowledged the indcpen 
deuce of Hajee, who had assumed the govcnimeat, and wisely 
fixed the boundaries of the kingdom Soon after, he con 
Bented to receive an envoy from the Bahmmy king of the 
Deccan, and thus adinilitd the fact of his sovereignty The 
reign of Feroze tlough by no means bnllant was marked 
ty a wise administration. He discouraged luxury by fais 
own examj le, rej caled vcsations imposts, limited the number 
of capital punishments, and abolished tortiJio and mutilation 
But the erection of pul he works^ w as I w ruling passion, 
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and the histon'^ns of lits d>y enumerate with exultation 
among the inonunients wliidiheleft, fiftj dams across nvers 
to promote imgation, forty mosques, thirW colleges, twenty 
palaces, thirty roscrxoirs, fire man&oLumS, a hundred cara- 
vansoras, a hundred hospitals, a IiundrecI public baths, a 
hundred and fifty bridges, and two liundred towns fihe 
greatest achievement of lus reign, how,e\ cr, as the canal 
from tlie source of the Ganges to the Sutlege, winch still 
liears his mine, and places him among the most renowned 
beucfactori of mankind Aftcraitign of fhirtj four 3 tars, 
ho resigned the throne to his son, usually called Maljomed 
Toghluk the sccoud, who gave liimself up to indulgence, and 
\\aa deposed by the nobles when Fuozc was constramed to 
resume the irapcrnl power Bat ho was now in the nmetieth 
year of ins age, and in I3a8 trin&fcncd the «ceptre to Ins 
gnndsoD, Glienb Dunng Uic next ten years, the throne 
was occupied by no fewer than four princes The court was 
filled w Uli plots , two kmgb itaidcd within the circuit of the 
capital, fir three jears and wagid incessant war with each 
other fZindostan was thrown into a state of complete 
auarclij , and four indcpcudciit kingdoms wore carved out of 
the dominions of Delhi, leaaing n >thmg to that august throuc 
hut the distncts imnicdmlcl\ iruand it 
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su'spcctc^ of trcnchcry IIj«i indepcntlonco rn'iy be Fiid to 
date from the diy of hi3 acccFcion to tlie poxemraentj JV^ 
thcrowas no poTCT at Dclln to enforce Ins obedience H 
was about the jW 1393 tbit Nazir Khan, thoMcero^ of 
Candesh, wluch consists of tho lower sallcy of the Tnptcc, 
threw off his allegiance, and espoused a d inglitcr of the new 
hing of Guzerat, to which more powerful state his little pnii- 
cipahty^was generally considcn^ subordinate Still nearer 
tho capital, Khojali Jehan, tho vizier of Mahomed Toghhh 
tho third, and hi ewise viceroy of Jounporc, availed hiro'^cli 
of thf troubles o^ tho times to asaunic tho royal nmbrclH 
The empire of Dcllii, thus dc'^poilcd of ils fairest province®, 
fell aneasyitcyto tho mvadoc,who was now approachi iff 
It, — the most ftroc ous of any of those who have laid traste 
tho plains of Hindostan 

itoiui isw. Araocr Timwr, or Tamerlane, was bom 

witliia forty miles of Samarcand, and came of *» 
Turhi family, which had long been m tho semee of the do* 
BCondants of Jonglus Khan Xlis lot was cast at a period m 
homaa affairs whea the decay of vigour in the established 
kingdoms presented tho fairest oppiortunity for tho foundation 
of a new empire by any danng adventurer Timur was pos- 
sessed of the spirit suited to such aii enterprise, and, having 
been raised at the age of thirty four, to tho throne of 
Samarcand by the general voice of his county men, m t) c 
course of a few years prostrated every throne that stood m 
the way of his progmss, and became at once the scourge t f 
Asia and the terror of Europe Animated by a stupendous 
ambition, he led the hordes of Tartary to the conqueivt 
of Persia Ehorasan and Transoxiana, and subjugated tl e 
whole of Mesopotamia and Georgia and a portion of Russia 
and Siberia. Having made himself master of the whole of 
Central Asia he despatched his grand- on, Peer Mahorocl 
with a powerful army to mvftde India ^he youth, howevei, 
encountered more opposition than was expected, and Timur 
found it necessary to advance to Lis support He arrived on 
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the banlvs of the Tndas on the 12th of Septemher, 1S08, with 
nmety-two squadrons of horse, and crohsed it at Attocl , 
where Alexander the Great had crossed it/beforo him His 
grandson soon after joined bis camp, and the two armies 
marched to Bhutucre, but tliongh the town was surrendered 
on terms, it was burnt to the ground, and the inhabitants 
were put to the sword ThoaiUages aftd towns were do- 
serted as he advanced, but n considerable numlier of 
prisoners necessarily remained in his nands, and as they were 
found greatly to cncurohcr his march, ho ordered them 
all to be massacred in cold Wood, to tbo number of 100^000 
A battlo was soon after fought under the walls of Delhi, 
between the veterans of Timur and tho cfTcmmate soldiers of 
the empire, with the result which miglit have been expected 
Tho emperor was defeated and fled to Guzerat, and Tinmr 
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they extended only twelve miles from the city in one dircc* 
tjoii, and Bcnrccly a mile in tlxo other Belob Lodi, tbiiiLm^ 
the pear -waa now ripe, marched down npoiyDeliii The lun^ 
repugned the throne to him without a sigh, and retired on a 
pension to Budaon where he passed twenty eight years of 
his hfc in cultivating lus gardens With him, in 1450, ended 
the house of the Syuds • 

rcioii uhii. Bcloh was an Afghan of the tribe qf Lodi 
iisa-1183 now known as the Lohance, winch is f'ngagod 
cliicfly in the conveyance of merchandise between Ilindostan 
and Pc»'ia Ilia grandfather, a wealthy trader rcpairfd to 
the court of Feroze Toghluk, the first great patron of the 
Afghans where he acquired suffiaent interest toobtvm tlie 
government oF Mooltan, to which was bubseqnently added 
that of tho Punjab This rich inheritance eventually came to 
Bcloh, though not without groat opposition on the part of his 
relatives IIis success was chiefly owing to tlie talents of 
Ilumccd, the vizier of lus predecessor, whom he subsequently 
banished from Ins court, on tho plea that be was becoming 
too pow Qeful for a subject The ambitions Bololi was not 
likely to remain content with the humbJo limits to which the 
iinpcrial temtory bad been reduced and tlie groat object of 
Ins reign was to extend Ins authonly, and more particularly 
to re annex the kingdom of Jounpora to the crown, which, 
Ellice its c*>taHishmcnt, had become, m every respect, the 
rival of Delhi Bcloli had «ot been two j cars on the throne 
before fio made an mroad into it, but was v igorou^lj repulsed. 
The Btnigglc between the two kingdoms was irolongcd with 
•Sanous enccc^ses for twenty eight years, dunngwh oh period 
Delhi was twice besieged ly tho armies of Jounpore Hos 
tihtics Were occasionally suspended by a truce bat it only 
afforded tbo combatants the opimrtumty of recruiting their 
strength for fresh conflicts It is distressing to ixflcct on the 
desolation entailed^n these distncts, which form the garden 
of Ilindostan, and Iho miscij inflicted on the wretdicd in 
babitanls, bj the latcraccuip wars oS LbcBC Vw o roy al bouses, 
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ui conipanaon with which c'cn tho opprcs-sion of the worst of 
gorenimcnts must appear light Hippily for the interests ^f 
Imraanity, the conflict was brought to a closo m J476| vhen 
tho “King of tho East,’ ns he wsh fctylcii, fled to Bengal and 
the kingdom of Jounporc was abBorhed m tho tcrritoiy of 
Bcllu The dynasty c'ciated for ciglity years, of whicli period 
one half was compnsed in the reign of Ibrahim, one of the 
most illustrious pnnccs la the history of Iliudostan Under 
Ills beneficent administration, the prosperity of the country 
reached its summit Learned men from all parts of India 
wcrc^ invited to the court, which wna unwcrsally (flclmow- 
ledged to ha the most polmhedandelcgantinlndia The Citv 
of Jounporc was adorned with superb and massiie structures, 
the remams of wh cli to this day testify the magnificence 
oi the dynasty Bcloh sorviccd this protracted warfare ten 
years, and died in 1483, after * reign of thu-ty eight years, 
during which he succeeded in extending tho territory of tho 
crown from tho Jumna to the ILmalayu, and from tho Indoa 
to Benares 

s«euBderiiiii Ilolel'i M if hc had determined to render family 
ibatuttiLodi, feuds inevitable, divided liis temtones among Ins 
sons, but Seconder to whom be had bequeathed 
the largest share, together with the throne, lost no time m 
dispossessing his hrothera His prosperous leign of twenty- 
eight years was marked by tho recovery of Debar Though 
just and equitable m his ^mmia^ratJiin 1 o followed tlie rule 
mther tl an the exception of the Mahometlan conquerors ot 
India with regard to the treatment of the Hindoos He lost 
no opportunity of manifesliug Ins hatred of tl cm, and ^ 
every quarter demolished their temples and erected mosques 
with the maten-ils In the holy city of Mntlra ho planted a 
mosque m froi t of the stairs leading to the sacred stream, 
and at length forbade tbfe devotees to bathe in it nnd the 
barbers to shave the pilgnios In the y^r 1517, he was sue 
cecded by Ibrahim, the third and last of bis Ime, who 
nhenated the nobles by Ins suspicipus temper and his haughty 
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doraeinoRT Hia rei^ waa a constant Struggle Tcitti rebel 
too Behnr reroHed under gotenior, jiho n. caid to hare 
brdnght a body of 100,000 men into the fijld, and repeatedly 
di-fintcd the armies of the emperor A prmcc of his own 
family took possession of the eastern dis'nL.ts and cndca- 
>arcd to revive the kingdom of Jcnnporc Dowlut Klian, 
the governor of the Punjab, the vtccroj,s of which had fro* 
gnently imposed their own orders on the emperor of Delhi, 
and more than once usurped the tlirone itself, now entered 
nto uegotntion** with Saltan Baber for the mvasion of Hin 
dasjtan . Even the crai>erot s own brother, Alla ood decn, 
joined that prince at Cabal, and cnconngcd him m his (fesigna 
oa ZZmdostan Tho success which attended lus inva«ioa will 
be the subject of a future chapter ^a^ ing thus reached the 
period when the throne of DvlJu was transferred to tho fifth 
aud last Mahomedan dvmstj^wc turn to the progress of 
events in tho Deccan m 31alw% and id Guzerat, from the 
period when those provinces were 'oparoted from the empire 
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that his subjects vrcfc about to elect anotlier sovereign, and 
take the field Mozuffcnvas succeeded m 1412 ly lus graiK^ 
son, Ahmed Shah, whe^e long reign of thirty yeais, tvaa-* 
passed m constant hostilities either with Malwa or JIcvi ar 
His name survives in the new capital Ahmedahad, vihith he 
erected on the banks of the Sabumiuttce, and adorned 
magnificent mosqui^Sj caiavansens and polices, in such pio 
fusion, that the Mahomtd&n hvstonans described it as the 
handsonftst city m the world He o as a zc vlous Mahomcdin^ 
and a great destroyer of Hindoo temples and images He was 
succeeded m 14 13 by his son, Mahomed Shah, suiuamed by 
Ills subjects, tbo moiciful,’ and by Ins enemies, the “weal ’ 
Sultan Hoahung the turbulent king of Malwa, died m 1432 
and bequeatbed the kingdom to htsson, who was soon after 
put to death by lus minister, Mahmood Khan Ghdjie, tie 
Afghan, who mounted the throng and proved to be the ablest 
rf)f the kings of italwa daring along reign of forty «e>cu 
5 ears, which extended from 143o to 14«2 Some yeais after 
his accession, ho invaded Quzerat with an army of 100,000 
men, and pursued t\ie ft.cble monarch to the promontory oi 
Dm, ILo Guzerattoe nobles, anxious to rctiie\e the national 
honour, persuaded the queen to admmistcr poison to him and 
then raised his son, Kootub Shah, to the throne, and resolved 
to make a vigorous effort for their mdependuice ApitclcU 
battle u-vi accordingly fought under the walls of Ahmcdabad 
in which Mahinood was f r the fii\t md last tioio defe itcd , 
but seeing the day lost, I c j at himself at the bead of gomo 
troopers, and pushing tli-owgli c%cry obstacle bore off the 
regalia in tnuroph from tlio tent of the 1 mg Aotwithsfai I , 
ing this partial rc% erst he sterts to have had the unot stnicte 1 
tango of northern Ind a os wc find him the next jiar march 
ng to Biana, and cstabhalimg 1 is son go%criior of Ajiucrc 
On 1 is return to ^lalwacho jroccclid frst against tJ o 
Ilahminy kingjotn in tlw Deccan, then to C uid-. h, and finally 
ngainst the rajah cf Cliitloit. 

% u Dam g tbo scenes of jCOufu^iou at Delhi, uhich 
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chiMcre, j« I iiaye been previonsly desaibcd, one Umtloo b»n"- 
*4om ia the north recovered ita independence, and siicceed<,d 
*■111 imintaimiig it for two ccntoncs — the Rajpoot state of 
Cliittorc, or SIcwar In the days of <5n!taa Ilo^huiig the 
throne was filled by Koombboo, one of the mo^t ilhistnons 
apnnees of that ancient line, who applied himself for fifty 
jears MgorOHslj to the consolidation of.FajjiOot power, an 1 
founded the citj of Knomnlnere In 14oG, Kootub Shah < f 
Otizorat, farmed an alliance nith Sfahraood of ■^^I^ua, for 
the con juG'it and partition of Mewar, but the result of the 
iJar IS drOcrontly related The Mahomedan histmuns^affin i 
that the RajiKiQt pruico acl now Icdgetl hunstlf thcaassafnf 
‘'labniood, while Hindoo writers state that be was t Jumjltant, 
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bwl to transsfcr tlio management of affaire to Ins Ron 
Ihc jouth was accordingly procHimcd vizier, and tbo king 
retired to Ins seraglio, which he had filled wth 15,000 of the 
most beautiful women he could procure In this female court, 
the pomp and distinctions of royalty were strictly maintained, 
the roj al body guard consisted of 500 TuiVi maidens dressed 
m male attire and arpicd v ith bows and quivers, and of 500 
■\.bypsmnn girls furnished with ficcarms Strange tis ifc may 
appear, \hc king was allowed to enjoy this pageantry for 
eighteen years without a single attempt at rebellion IIis 
son, hazir ood deen, Buccccdcd him in 1500, and Ins reign of 
twelve years was noted only by its cruelty and sensuality 
. . . Daring the listless reign of Ghcias ood deen, of 

or GuMMt, Malwa, and the dissolute reign of his son, the nval 

1463-1811 throne of Guzerat was filled by Mahmood Shah, 
the brother of KootubShah who,ascendcdtlic throne m 1159, 
and shed lustre on it for fifty years Though crowned at the 
early age of fourteen, bis talents were soon matured, audit 
was while yet a youth that he marched mto Malwa, and 
(.rented the diversion which has bccu noticed The European 
travellers who visited bis court, awed by the dignity of bis 
personal appearance, conceived the most extravagant opinion 
of bis power They affirmed that a portion of his daily food 
consisted of mortal poisons, with which his system bo- 
catne so impregnated, that if a fly sat on hmi it dropped 
down dead He was the origmal, of the picture drawn by 
the British poet of the prmce of Cambay, “ whose food was 
a'lp, and basflisk and toad But even without tl c power of 
dgesting poisons, he was a most puissant prince In 1409,^ 
be attacked Gernal, a H ndoo fortress, of boundiosa antiquity 
and impregnable strength It fell on the third assault, when 
the king IS said to have persuaded the raja and all his court 
to embrace Mahomedanisim Three years after, ho overrun 
Cutch and defeated an army of Bclochees, annexed Siude 
to his dominions and extended Ins boundary to the Indus 
Soon after a Mabomedan samt cou^ploincd to him that on his 
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rctarn from Ormuz in Persi'S he Ind hten ill used and plim- 
dcicd by tlic peopJe of Jugut, the lands end of India on 
llic u'ostcrn coast The hing and hts soldiejs Trero eqinlly 
inflamed by the story of the holy man’s m rongs, and tlicj 
marched with great zeal “ against the luftmal minded 
1 rahmms,” as the Jlahoincdan hibtonan, Ter^hta, calls them 
Jiigut was reduced, but the prales 05 the coast, who fled 
to the island of Bcte, m the gulf 01 Cambaj, are said to have 
fought twenty na\ al battles before tlicy were finall^subducd 
In 1482, JIalimood kd an army against tlie Hindoo rnlerof 
tiie Tcrj ancient prmcipahty of Cliumpanere The place is 
end to haic been defended by CO, 000 Rajpoots, of athoro a, 
largo number fell in tho siege, and the pnnee nad bis minis 
tors vero put to dcatb when it was found that thej refused 
to become llusuhnans The conflicts of tho Guzerat navj 
mtk tbe Poftuffiicsc danngi tins tvigrr, xnii he narrated hero 
after On the death of this renowned pnnee m 1511, ho was 
Buccccdcd by his eon, Mozuffer tho Second 
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\crnc<l at tlio time lij- Rani Sunpa \rlio liid rii';cd it to the 
Bummit of pro'^pcnty by I 113 gcmas inci valour Ilia army 
consisted of 80,000 bnrae, Rupported bj 'iOO Mar cltpbants 
ScacMin]i8of the biblical rank, and a bumlrcd and tbirtcon 
of inferior note iltcnded hia gtirmp to tlic field Tlic rvjis 
of Jcy\iore and Hinvir served under liis> baimcr, in 1 ho was 
the acknowledged liQad of ill the Rajpoot tnbcB The In^tomn 
of R xjpootaui enumciitci oigbtcen pitched bittlci wlacb he 
had fon^it mth Jlilmand Gnzcrit Those two so%crcign3 
dreaded lest Medtu Roy should ohtiin possession of the rc» 
Biurces of Malwi,and unite mth the Rini in establishing 
. Ilu dob ROTcrciguty thronghout centnl India To meet this 
danger, they marched agamst Mandoo, the capital of Malwa, 
which was then hcl I by the son of Mediii Roj , and n Inch did 
not surrender until 10,000 Rajpoots had fallen m its dcfcuco 
Mnhmood was restored to Ins kingdom, and m 1510 mcasuiod 
liis strength with Rana Sunga In the I attic which ensued, 
tho llalwa king was totally defeated and captured Ihc 
generous Rajpoot pimcc personally attended to his wounds, 
and, when they were healed, liberated him without a ransom 
Hostilities however, continued between the J mg of Gnzcrat 
and the Rana, which, after a succession of sncco^ses and 
di.fe-'ts, teminaled in a solid peace 

ExtincUonof On the death of Mozufler of Guzerat in 1526, 
siuiiva. tiirone was successively occupied by two 

princes wlio speedily disappeared, when tho wild and way- 
ward Bahadoor Shah ascended it A Lrother of hia fled to 
Malwa, and, in an evil hour, the 1 mg Mihmood granted him 
on asylum, winch so incensed Bahadoor, that he immediately, 
equipped a largo army for the mvaBion of the country 
"'•Mule this storm was gatherngon one side, the ill starred 
king provol ed the vmi\\ of Kwwi S«nga who lost no time m 
forming an alhivnce with Bahadoor Shah, and theiv muted 
forces poured down like a torrent upon Malwa iTalimood in 
some measure retrieved liM reputation by*liia noble conduft 
lu the last scene of his lift. Though Lis army was reduced 
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to 3,000, ho still continued to defend lua (npit'il mth greit 
Qourage, but be I'^as at length obliged to capitulate , and on 
the 2Gth of May, a month after Baber bad establi''iied the 
Mogul dynatit^ on the throne of Delhi, the standard of 
Guzerat avas planted on the battlements of ilandoo, and the 
kingdom of Malira, then in its hnitdrcd and twenty Ofth 
year, was absorbed in the dominions of »ts rival Mahmood 
and his seven sons were sent prisoners to Cbumpaijore, but 
were put to death on the road, m consequence of an attack 
by the Bheels 
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rcn(Vr of a throne of immense value, winch was suhsoqucntly 
cniichcd with adJilinnal jewels till it was estimated to Ic 
worth four crorcs of rupees Soon after Mahomed in a 
dim 1 en revel granted an order on tlio treasury of Beejay 
nngur, and the raja immediately sent an army across tho 
Kistna to revenge the insult, when the town of Moodgul was 
captured and its mnhitants put to the sword Mahomch 
on hcaijng of the slaughter, swore “that food and sleep 
should be unlaw ful to him till ho had propitiated the mart} rs 
of Moodgul by tho slaughter of a hundred thousand infidels ” 
lie Grossed the Toombudra aad pursued the raja forthico 
months from district to district, putting to death every 
Hindoo who fell into bis hands A pitched battle was at 
length fought, m which the Babminy monarch was Tictoriou‘«, 
when having, as he hoped, completed his vow of revenge, he 
granted his O) poiient honouiablb teims and on his return t > 
h s oivn capital devoted his time to the improvement of h s 
doiuinons He died m 137o after a leign of seventetn 
years and was succ-^ededby lis eon MujaludSl ah who no'" 
scssed the most majestic beauty of all the princes of bis hm- 
andwas exceeded by none m valour and foititude He bega i 
Ills TCigu by demanding from the raja of Ecejuynugu , 
Paichore, Moodgul and other places lying m tho dooah of tl o 
Kistna and the Toombudrv the object of perpetual strife 
between the rival Hindoo and Mahomedan powers Tl c 
demand was refused and a war commenced d ru g wlucli 
Mujahid chased the raja for six months tlirough tlicwlob 
extent of the Carnatic and at length accepted his submissioi 
The merit of the young king m this campaign was rendered 
the more conspicuous by the disparity of his resources as 
compared with those of the Hindoo raja wl ose temtonca 
stretched from sea to and who rccloned the rulers of 
Malabar and Ceylon among hin tributaries Mujahid tias 
assassinated by his own uncle, after a ,hnef reign of four 
years 

terawMMi Feroze tho Bon of ^e assassin mounted the 
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Ahmed ‘Tail, Ihrose in 13*i7, and his Toign and thil of his 
iw7— 1*35. brother, Tvluch occapicd thirtj seven years, aro 

considered the most palmy days of the dynastv Femze 
reigned twenty Ere years, and made twentj four campaign*- 
He earned fire and sword through the whole esteat of tho 
Carnatic, and constrained the raja of Beejaynngur to submit 
to an annual tribute of a crore of r«pee«f and to give him hiS 
daughter m marriage He was a great patron of learnmg, 
and erected an ohBervatory He estabhuhed a mercantile 
navy, and instructed his commandera to bnog the mo^t 
learned men and the most handsome women from the.ports 
they visited His seragho is said to have contained beauties 
from thirteen different nations, and the histonans affirm that 
he was able to converse with each one m her own tongue 
He likewise made a point of copying sixteen pages of the 
Koran every fourth day The close of bs reign was gloomy 
He wantonly engaged m hostdities with the raja of Beejuj 
nugur, and was totally defeated The triumphant Hindoos 
appeared anxious to bnng up the arrears of vengeance due to 
their rclcntle«s enemies In the various tcfxvns which they 
captured they razed the luoacjoes to the ground, and erected 
platforms of the heads of tht slam. The end of Ferozo 
was hastened by thcac reverses, and he was succeeded ly 
his brother Ahmed Shah,deaoauDatcd VTnlly, or the saint, for 
the supposed, efficacy of lus prayers in procuring ram m a 
season of drought Anxicais to recover the prestige of the 
hlaliomcdan power he proceeded immediately to the mva^u n 
of the Hindoo kingdom He crowed (he Toomhudra m great 
force, defeated the raja, and pursued the Hindoos m every 
direction with unrclcuting ferocity, halhng only to celebrate a 
feast whenever the number of the slam was computed to have 
reached 20 000 He obhgod the raja to pay up all arrears of 
tribute, and then turned his anns a^ost Tchngana, captured 
and dc'spoili.d thj rapital, and according to tho usual 
Jlahomcdau practice, pulled down the temples, and erected 
mo'tji cs With the materials. He then marclied to the north, 
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where he ■was captivated with the siluvtion of Bcdcr to such 
a degree that he caused a new city to be built on tlie site, 
which he called hfter hia own name, Ahmodabad Bcdcr, and 
adorned it 'with magnificent bniWmgs lie tvas Ukevnee 
engaged m two wars with Mnlwo. and a third was averted 
only by the cession of Berar. Hts g;cnerals were also sent to 
BoiZG the Concan, or.stnp of Imd lying between the ghauts 
and the sea, from Mahim, or Bombay, to Goa But this espe* 
ditinn brought him m contact with the formidable naval power 
of Guzerat, and be was constrained to relinquish it. His wild 
career terminated in 1435 
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We pass on to the last Bnbstantive l^ing of the Deccan, 
Mahomed Shall, -who was placed on the throne at the age 
of nine, in 14G3 

Uiltomefl Sluh, During his minonty the odministration was 
14S1— 11S3 conducted by the qneen mother and two ministers, 

one of whom, the preceptor of the pnnce, was as'^assmated 
by her orders, because he was supposed >o hare acquired too 
great an induence over his pupiL The other, h^hmood 
Gawan, was the greatest general and statesman of the age, 
and one of the most diatmguished characters in the Sfahomedan 
history of India He marched mto the Concan, wherg two 
former expeditions had faded, and not only reduced the pro- 
vince and the ghauts abo\e it to subjection, but wrested the 
island of Goa from the raja of Beejuynugur, who had usurped 
It He then turned his attention to the eastern coast, rein- 
stated the Ray of Onssa, who had been expelled and sought 
protection, and added Condapilly and Dajahmundry to the 
Bahmiay temtones Bat the Ray subsequently took ad 
vantage of a famine which woe dcsolatmg the countiy to 
mahe an attempt to regain the distnets he had lo^t. Mohmood 
Gawan marched down upon him with prompitade, and speedily 
extinguished all opposition, and annexed Masulipatam to the 
kingdom. The king, who had accompanied the expedition, 
having heard of the renowned tempio of Candu, or Con 
jeveram, ncar^ Madras, the walls and roof of which were 
reported to be covered with^latcs of gold, rushed through the 
intervening country, at the bead of C,000 chosen horse, with 
such rapidity as to nsfouad the vnnoos chiefs took possession 
of the temple, and despoiled it of its wealth before they could 
come to its rescue 

Mart r f Dndor iho poimful genius of M-ahmood tbo 
Balimmy hingoom reached its greatest limits. 
c««3n. stretched from the*Concan to ilasnhpatam, 

and from the hcr^udja to the Kistna. The minister now 
tcsolred to turn lus attention to the improvement of the ad 
mumtration. He divided the kmgdom mto eight provmces. 
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and cnrtailed the power of the goremore, thus diimnishing the 
chance of their revolt He introduced vigorous reforms anto 
every branch of the government to the great disgust of all 
whose pnvate interests were affected by them They deter- 
mined, therefore, on his destruction , and having mgratiated 
themselves with the \byssinian who had charge of liis seal, 
mduced him, whendialf drank, to aflix it to a blank sheet of 
paper, jvhich they filled up with a treasonable letter to the 
Ray of Onssa, incitmg him to revolt, and offering him ao- 
Bistance Tlie paper was artfully produced before the king, 
as 1^ it bad been found by accident , and Hussun Bheiry, a 
converted Hindoo, the mortal enemy of Mahmood, who iiad 
been bis benefactor, endeavoured to inflame his muid against 
the mmiatei He was ordered into the royal presence and 
npbraided with his treason He exclaimed, “ This is a great 
forgery , the seal is mme, but ef the letter itself I am totally 
Ignorant " The kmg, inflamed with wine and passion, ordered 
one of Ills Abysstman slaves to cut bim down Gawan cahtily 
replied that the fate of an old man cotdd be of little con- 
8 et\neiice, but that his death would seal tho doom of the kmg- 
dom. The king turned into Ins seraglio, the slave approached 
the mimstcr, then m lus seventy eighth year, and he knelt 
down, with his face towards Mecca, and received the fatal 
blow He died in graceful poverty Though ho had served 
five monarclis, his cabmet was found ^o contpia only 10,000 
rupees The proceeds of the laj^ecr allotted for tho support 
of hi 3 office, he had in part, distnbuted among lus oflievrs, 
and, in part, disbursed among the poor in Ins master’s name 
The money winch ho had brought with him into the coimtcy 
had been employed in commerce, the profits of wlucli, after 
proMdmg for his kitchen on the moderate scale of two rupees 
a day, were assigned to the poor m lus ovn name The king 
died within a twelve moAth of bis minister, a proy to remorse, 
exclaiming, m tho paroxjsms of Lis ago ly, tint llahmood 
Gawan was tearing lum to p cccs 

viaaOnfimniA IB tnui u ercHKny VtTibvr yerrene the bistoiy 
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of tlie Bahrainy uyn'V'^ty, the sun of its ^ to ^- 

pcnty set with the stroke which deprived the 
i.£3— 1212 . ^rcat minister of life ilahmood Shah, the son ol 
the hto 1 mg, ascended the thione in 1482, and lived on, 
though he ciu ecireely be sold to 1 aoe reigned, for thirty 
eeren years, the Liitgdom crumbled array, as governor after 
governor revolted, and it rras at lengtli. resolved into Eva 
independent states 
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niwofthBror While the Bihminy kingdom ^^^s thn3 crumb 
iiiffncwjo»er picct.8, anotlicr rtco of adventurers ajv 

XKjared on the wcbtcm coistof India, and gave a new ihret- 
tion to its politics and commerce A Portuguese expedition 
landed in tlio harbour of Calicut, and paved tho way for the 
eventual transfer of power from tho irahorfttdans to the 
Christians For some time previous to this memorable event, 
tho gcijcral progress of improvement m Europe and tho in- 
crease of nautical skill and boldness, had inspired its man- 
tune nations with a strong desire to discover the way to 
India by sea, and to partiapate m its rich commerce, whicii 
•was then monopohsed by the Venetians Tho Portuguese 
were at this time tho foremost and most cnturpnsmg among 
tho navigators of Europe, and Jolin, king of Portugal, 
anxious to make the circuit of the continent of Afnea, had 
sent bia admiral, Bartholomew Dias, on this perilous under- 
takmg It w as ho vtho first doubled the Capo of Good IIope» 
which ho named the Cape of Storms in rcfercucc to the tem- 
pestuous weather which ho encountered But tho king was 
80 highly elated with tho success of tho expedition and the 
prospects which it opened to him, that he changed the name 
to that which it has ever smee borne Soon after, Christo- 
pher Columbus, hoping to reach India by Bailing westward, 
obtained the patronage of the king of S^jaiD, and, launching 
boldly into the ocean, which had never been ttaversed before, 
made the discovery of America 'Hm successful return from 
this voyage of unexampled peril filled all Europe with as 
tonishmcnt 


Portnsneieex king of Portugal was deeply chagnned io 

peditionto find that tho neglect with which be had treated 
India, HJ7 advances of Columbus, had deprived him of 

the opportunity of adding another contment to his dominions , 
bat he resolved to seek compensation for this loss m an 
attempt to reach India, by doublmg the f ape, and stretching 
to the eastward. An expedition was accordingly fitted out 
for this purpose, consisting of three vessels, tho command of 



Itt-l VASCO DE GAMA XAKDS AT CVUCCT. R5 

'\liich •vT'is DUlm^stcd to Vnsco de Gim'i.* TJie vholc popula- 
tion of Lisbon poured out to witness Ins departure on the 8th 
of July, 1497, and the sailora went through vanoua religious 
ceremomes, as men who never expected to return Vasco 
was four months reaching the Cape, winch, however, he 
doubled with a fair and gentle breeze He anchored at 
ilelinda on the Afncan coast, whore he yras supplied -with a 
pilot to conduct lus vessels to India. On the 22nd of May, 
1498, he cast anchor on the Mihlnr coast, off Calicnf*, which 
presented to Ins delighted eyeo the appearance of a noble 
town with a fertile plain rising up m tlie back ground, botindi.d 
by a distant range of lofty roouatams Calicut, then a^ace 
of cxtemiTO tralS(^ belonged to an independent Hindoo nja, 
called the Zamorin, and Jiy ciinsidenbly to the south of the 
limit to which the Jlahomcdan conquests had extended The 
harbours on the coast immedatcly to the north of it, be- 
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the rcsi)Cct'\blo n'iftres ■who happened to be on bonrd lug 
nnd refused to release them till Ins o^vn oQlccr? were 
Runcndcrcd The nja mamfested some lichitntion to comj 
with tins rensonalle demand, and Vasco weighed anchor in 
haste and began to sad out of the harbour with the hostages 
Presently, several boats were seen to pull off from tho shoie, 
one of which contained his ollicers whom the Zamonn now 
hastened to release Vasco sent back some of thena*nesho 
had detained but resolved to tal e several of them avith him 
to Lisbon, to giie them nn opportunity of viewing tho city 
ftud reporting its grandeur on ihcir return Havmg now 
completed Ins cargoes, he set sail for Europe, am), on the 
29th of August, 1499, re entered the Tagus, m regal pomp, 
after an absence nf twenty six months Men of all ranks 
ciowdcd to welcome him, and to admire the vessels which 
had performed so mancllous a voyage, the king showeied 
honours on him, and the nations of Einopo were enraptured 
with tho (bsooveiy of a new and easier path to the land of 
fabulous wealth 


s.eondTc.>a^ ^ sccond expedition was fitted out m the same 
vautcahni year, consisting of thirteen ships and 1,200 men, 
the command of which was given to Cabral Ho 
was accompanied by eight fnars, wlio were sent to preach 
Christianity to the natives, and be was directed to cany fire 
and sword into every province that refused to listen to them 
In the course of the voyage he discovered Biadil on the coast 
of South Amenca, and took possession of it m the name of 
lus sovereign, m the year IMO In doubling the Cape ho 
encountered terrific gales, and lost four of lus Bhips, in oi^o 
of wh eh was the celebrated admiral Dias, who thus found u 
grave m the seas which he had been the fiist to exjloie 
Cabral ou reaching Calicut, restored the natives who had 
been tabeu to Portugal, where they had been treatc 1 
with distmguishcd kindness He was received with much 
couits^ay by the Zamorm, to whom he presented gifts of raro 
beauty aud value But the Moopsh mcichants, amioycd at 
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Iho ictaro of the strangers whom they Ijoped to hare finally 
(Iru ea from the shores of India, effectually prevented them 
from obtaining cargoes Cabral presented a remonstrance to 
the Zamorm, and rcccned anthonty, as he supposed, to se 
qutstor vessels carrying the Mahomedan Hag A iloorioh 
slap with a rich cargo was accordingly seized , the merchants 
h istencd to the raja mth their complsints, and obtained 
permi sioa to expel the intruders Tee factory which the 
Portuguese had erected was forthwith attached, and all the 
foreigners in it were put to death Cabral immediately 
seized and burnt ten Moonsh craft, after hanng transferred 
t) cir cargoes to his own slups He then laid his ve*!5els 
abreast of the town, and having set it on fire with his 
artillery, eot sad for the neighbouring town of Cochin, where 
he foimed a tioaty with the nja, and returned to Lisboa m 
JaljjloOl • 
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north with a division of the Portuguese fleet, when the com- 
bined squadrons bore down upon him The Portuguese 
fought with the gnlLantry of Earopean sailors, but the supc- 
nonty of the enemy m the number^ of their slnps, and the 
calibre of their guns, gave them the victory. Tho gallant 
Lorenzo, T\ hose a csscl was entangled in some fishing stakes, 
and thus exposed singly to the fire poured in upon him from 
all sides, fell coiered uith wounds, after performing pfoihgies 
of valour, which fiUed e\en the Mahomedans with admiration 
To avenge the death of his son, Mraeyda reduced the flounsh 
mg port of D ibul to ashes, and thou proceeded m search of 
Iho cuomv, whom he found anchored m the liarbour of Piu 
The conflict was long and doubtful, for the Lgyptian and 
Guzcrattcc admirals were meu of great nautical experience 
and valour, hut all their larger vessels were at length cither 
burnt or captured, and the smaller craft escaped up the river 
Peace was flubsciuently concluded between tho bclhgeronts, 
and all the Eurojicaii prisoners were restored 
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laccn, then the great emponmn of trule in the eastern 
nrchipchgo, vith an armament of 800 PortugueBO soldicra 
and COO natives whom he had enlisted and trained Tiic 
native prince is said to have assembled an army of 80,000 
men to resist him, but the valour and discipline of bis httle 
force soon placed the city m liis liands The possession of 
tins imj ortint position was immediately secured by the erec- 
tion of a strong fort, and a new field of commercial enterpnzo 
to Siam, Jar a, aud Sumatra, was thus opened to lus country 
men His efforts were next directed to the west, and ho 
equipped a powerful squadron for the conquest of Ormuz, m 
the Persian Gulph Tlie imposing force which accompanied 
him effectuaUy deterred the nati%e pnnee from resistance, 
and Albuquerque was permitted to tabs possession of the 
island, and to rusi, a fortification m it Ormuz rose rapidly 
in importance, tlie town was illcd with 40,000 inhabitants, 
and became one of the meet fiounshnig settlements iii those 
seas Thus had the genius of Albuquiique, in the short 
space of miie years, built up the Portuguese power in the 
east, and gn ca them the command of tho sea, and the 
control of the traffic throughout the eastern archipelago, 
which they continued to enjoy for a hundred years without a 
iiial Though he never obtained possession of a single pro 
Vince on the continent of Indio, liis authority was supreme 
over 12,000 miles of coast, and it was sustaiutd by an irre 
Eistible fleet and thaty factonCs, of which niauy were 
fortified He was at length abruptly Bopereeded m his com- 
mand by the ordere of Ins owm sovereign, who did not con- 
descend to soften the disgrace by any marl of distinction, at 
even by the courtesy of a letter The ingratitude of which 
he was the nctim, broke Lis heart, ho expired on the barque 
which was coni eying him to Goo, and was interred in tlic 
eettlement wVneh he had created, imidst the latnentations and 
tears of natives aud Eiuopcan^ by wht-Q bo was equally 
beloved- 
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CHAPTER nr. 

MOGd TJTVASTT. BABER TO AKCAB. Il26 ICOj 

TiieMo-ui I^ t)i£> month of Apnl, 35*’(j Sultm Baber c^p- 
dYMitj- I5J3. Delhi, Tnd estTblishi,d the Mo"nl,dyn'^sl^ , 

trhich contnned to Sounsb for t hundred and eig-htj years, 
under a snccess on, unprecedented in Intln of six monarcl , 
diatin^shed by their prowc<s in the field, and, irijh ouo 
exception, by their abihly in the cabinet 
B-btr*«ariT Baber, the «ix(h m descent from Timur, \r3s 
the son of SbeiKh Mim, to ■whom the fertile 
pronace of Ftrjnna, on the upper course of the Jaxarfes 
had been allotted m the disftibotion of the family possessions 
Ills mother "was a descendant of Jenglns Khan, nnd it Ins 
been noted bj histomns as a remark able fact that tlic 
empire founded Ij Baber should be known m bistorj onh 
as the Mogul empire, while he himself exeented the mmo 
of Mogul Baber *»{ pears to have inherited that spirit ot 
enterpnao ^^h^ch dislingmslicd both bis renowned oncostors 
and at tho oarlj age of fifteen, ^\hen he succeeded to tho 
throne, commenced that adTonturous career, 'iv hicli he pursue 1 
withont iiitciruption for tli]rt\ ri\e years His first campaign 
was against the city of Samnreaud the motropoln of Trans 
oxnna, winch he caitnrcd 'vitli little dilTcwItv, but he had 
not held it a hundre 1 tlaxs before he was recalled to tlm 
^Icfenco cf his paternal kingdom lie siibscjucntly made 
three Buccc«sfnl efforts to obiam pos-scssion of that citj 
winch lie coacted as the caji at of Timur, and was time 
''S|Ycllcd from it 
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to his buoyant spirit Seeing no hope of extending hJe con* 
quests beyond the Oxus, he seized the city of Cabul m the 
year 1504, and succeeded m maintaining possession of it for 
twenty years During this period be was incessantly em- 
ployed m defending or enlarging his dominions, and never 
enjoyed a year of repose His greatest peril arose from the 
progress of the Uzbfks, a tnhe of ferocious Tartars, now 
siv armmg from their native hive, and seclaug new settlements 
in the south Then leader Shaibck had swept the postenty 
of Timur from Transoxiana and Khorasan, and m his progress 
towarc^ the Indus had captured Candahar and threatened 
Cabul Had he been able to march at once on that capital, 
ho would probably ba\e extinguished foi ever the hopes of 
Baber, but he was recalled from these conquests by tlie 
hostibty of Ismael Slnb, the powerful chief of the tnbe ^ Inch 
had recently seized the throne «of Persia, and established 
tho dynasty of the Soplus The Uzbek chief was routed 
and shin, and Baber sewed tho opportunity of again ocoii- 
pjing Samarcand, from which he was again expelled in the 
course of a few months 

componeatc for this disappointment, he 
In la, isi»— turned his attention to India, where tho iinbcci- 
the emperor of Delhi presented a tempta 
tioii too strong to be resisted by a descendant of Timur 
Ilia first irruption was in tlie jear 1519, and it vas followed 
by two otliers, in fi\e years, though a\ith pvtial success 
In 1524 he resumed this ambitious project, and overrm tho 
Punjab, where he was joined by Alla ood deen, tho brother 
of tlie emperor, with Dowlut Khan, and other officers, avho^ 
had been alienated from him bj his constant oiprcssions But 
Bal>cr, after ha\iiig advanced as fur os Sirhind, was obliged 
to rctnrn across the Indus, to re|n.l an un asion from tho 
north, and Dowlnt Khan,<<m his departure, deserted Ins 
standard and took po^scsMon of tho Piinj ib Alla riod-<lccn, 
%\hfi InJ btcnleftin charge of the proxuicc, lied to Cabul, aud 
was unmcdiattl,\ sent bock to India by Baber, with aa\cll- 
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appointed army , but \ras Bignally defeated by the emperor, 
under tbc Trails of Delhi Baber now advanced on Ins fifth 
and lost expedition with an army not exceedmg 12,000 men, 
but they were all eipencnccd veterans The emperor, 
Ibrahim Lodi, advanced to meet him with an army generally 
estimated at 100,000, and a thousand elephants The destiny 
of India was decided on the field of Faniput The engage 
ment lasted from eunnse to sunset, and resulted in,the total 
defeat of the imperial army, and the death of the emperor, and 
15,000 of hi3 troops Delhi opened her gates to the victor m 
May, 1526, and Baber vaulted into the vacant throne, ^d, as 
n token of lus success, sent gifts from the treasury to the most 
celebrated hlahomedan shnnes in Asia 

Bateofioda But Delhi bad long ceased to be the capital and 
o»uatc(i4o- the mistress of India Tbc great Mahomedan 
*^**^®" empire had beeft broken up more than a century 
and abalf before, by the extravagances of MahomedTbghluk, 
and at the ponod of Baber’s accession the various provinces 
were in the possession of independent rulers In the soutficm 
extremity of Mindostan, the great Hindoo monarch of Bee- 
juynugur clouned tho altegianco of the various native chiefs 
who had Qcacr submitted to tho Mahomedan yoke Farther 
to the north lay the territories of the five kings of Beejapore, 
Ahmednugur, Golconda, Bcdcr, and Bcrar, who were esta- 
bhslied on tho dissolution of the Bahminy kingdom The 
province of Gujtrat was governed by a wild youth, who was 
ambitious of trying conclusions with the Mogul lu tho field 
Bana Sungo, the most powerful prince of his race, was para- 
»niount m Hajpootana. The opulent kingdom of Bengal, 
including Bclnr, was ruled by an Afghan family, and the 
“ sacred sod,” as it was called, of Onssa, was m tho possession 
of Its ancicut Hindoo dynasty Still nearer Delhi, an inde- 
pendent pnneo held his court Jounporc, and supported it 
from tlift revenoo^ of Oude Tlio victory of Baber, tliercfore, 
only gave lum tho command of tlio distncta to tho north west 
of DtU I, an! a narrou tract of land, strctchiog along tho 



S4 rArru nGirra taka sckoa. [uka" 

i 

Jumna to He had India yet to conquer, hut his ffcn''- 

nl3 shrunh from the task, and entreated him to return to the 
cooler and more goind cbmato of Afghanistan, a\Iicro they 
might enjoy the booty they had aojuired at Delhi andAgri. 
But Baber had ciosRcd the Indus, not simjily to plunder pro- 
TinccB, hut to found an cTniiire, and he announced Wb unallcr- 
able resolution to continue m Iiidii, and pursue his career; 
at the B'\nie time, liowevcr, he gRinted permission to all thOBC 
to return who preferred ease to glory. His ardour subdued 
IheiT reluctance, and only one of his gcnoials availed himself 
of thia^priMlcge, and he and his soldiers ^^cro dismissed with 
lionour, and laden with wealtli, in the hope of indticuig otlicra 
to xesort to Baber’s slandanl. In the coxirsc of four months 
after the battle of Pampnt, all the country he'd by Ibrahim 
Lodi had been secured, and tho revolted kingdom of Jounporo 
brought under subjection « 

neftntoriiMM a more formidable enemy now appeared in 

Sia^is.i the field. Bana Sunga, the Bajpoot prmco of 
Chittorc, and at this time the most powerful of all the sovc* 
reigns north of the Nerbudda, elated by a recent triumph 
over the Ling of hlalwa, espoused the cause of the dethroned 
dynasty of Delhi All the pnnccs of Rajpootana ranged 
themselves under his banner, and he advanced with 100,000 
men to diive Baber bade across the Indus. The first conflict 
took place at Futtehpore Sikn, wheie the advanced guard of 
the Moguls was totally routed by^the Rajpoots. Many of 
Baber’s troops on this deserted their txilours, some even went 
over to the enemy, and all were dispirited. Accustomed as 
he had been to dangers for thirty years, this extraordinary, 
pcnl staggered him, but he never despaired. He states in 
his memoira tliat m this emergency ho repented of his sins, 
and detenumed to reform his hfe, that he foreswore the use 
of wme, and broke up his g&ld and silver cups, and distnbutcd 
their value among the poor. He resolved |o allow his beanl 
to grow like a true Musulman, and promised, if God gave 
hmi the victory, to rcimt the elrrap tax to the faitlifuL 
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Animated by his example, his generals foot an oath on tho 
Koran to conquer or to die In this ferer of entlinan<«m 
Baber led them against the enemy, and by the aid of his 
efficient artilleiy obtained a signal vjctojy, Trliich completely 
broke the porrer of Cluttore He celebrated his succe<?s by 
constructing a pyramid of the heads of the slam, and ass umin g 
the title of Ghazee, or champion of the fwth 
Coninertof The next year Baber attacked Chunderqe, held 
Ojk's"!*’ by ilcdm Poy, who-’c history, in connection with 
cehar i5»9 the kingdoms of Gozerat and "Mahva has been 
already related Fmdmg his poMtioa untenable, he and his 
Rajpoots deaoted themoclres to death with the usual cere 
niomes, and rushed with frenzy on the Mogul swords Tho«e 
who sumved the ou^^ct put themselves to death In tbo 
following year, Baber extended his authority over Ondo and 
south Bchar But bis constitution, which had been gradually 
impaired by long indulgence, was worn ont by these severe 
exertions m an uncongcmal climate So active had been his 
lift, that for thirtv eight years he had never kept tho feast 
r>es hef Ramzan twnce m tho same place He died 

IU 1 M.T lAA at Agra in 1530, at the ago of fifty, and bis 
hu tuarittef trerc conveyed to Cabul and interred u a 

beantiful spot which he had himself selected for his tomb 
The suaplo and chaste nionumcnt raised over his grave con 
tinned to attract admiration three centuries after his death 
Among the Mahomedan pi»nccs of India, no monarch is hel 1 
m higher cstiniation than Caber IIis career exhibited that 
romantic spint of adventure of which nations are always 
jirou I His personal courage bonlcrcd on rashne^g , his 
activity was almost fabulous ^^^lllo labonnng under a 
astmg disease be rode a hundred and sixty miles m two 
davs, and swam across the Gangc* Ho was, however, 
rather a vah vnt sold er than a gf«.at general and ho lo - 1 
nearly as many battles as he won , but he noi cr lost heart, 
and was ns buoyaifi after a defeat as after a rictorv Amid t 
all the bastlo of war, ho •found tone for tho cultivation of 
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litcratare, and his Pcrsnn pocti^ has been always admired 
for its ele^nco The little Icisarc he enjoyed from the 
labours of the field, he devoted to the construction of nque 
ducts, reservoirs, and other worlds of public utility There is 
no Indian pnnee with whoso individual character we arc so 
familiar, and tlus is owing to Ins own vivid delineation of it 
in the volume of personal memoirs ho compiled, in which ho 
records^ his transgressions with so much candour, and his 
repentance with so much sincerity, and recounts Ins fnend 
ships with so much cordiality, that m spite of all his failings 
he becomes an object of personal esteem 
nomayoon Humayoon succeeded Lis father at the close of 
»uee«ea> ta the 1530, but the first incident m his reign exhibited 
throna, 1830 tJiat casuicss of dispo&itiou to which l)is subsc 
quent misfortunes were chiefly to be attributed His brother, 
Kamian, the governor of Cabid and Candabar, hesitated to 
aclcnowledge his authority, and Humayoon, not only con 
jBonted to resign these provinces to him, but added the Punjab 
also By this injudicious act he was deprived of the means 
of recruiting his army from the countries beyond the Indus, 
a loss which was severely feft in proportion as Baber s veto 
rans died out, ond Humayoon was obliged to depend 
on the troops he could enlist in Hindostan In the third 
year of lus reign, Humayoon became mvolved in bostihtics 
with Bahadoor Shah Tlus impetuous prince ^who ascended 
the throne at the age of twenty, was incessantly engaged 
KingofGtue- ^ aggresBiTO wars durmg the eleven years 
Ta^efcaed. of his reign He had subjugated the mde 
pendent kingdom of Malwa and annexed it 
hi3 own dominions He had compelled the kings of Ahmed 
nugnr and Beder to do him pcreonal homage He had added 
the ancient and venerable aly of Oojein to Ins conquest^, 
and sacked the city of <&hittore, in the defence of which 
S‘^,000 Rajpoots are said to have fallen Humayoon demanded 
the surrender of a fugitive conspirator, i^iich was haughtily 
xefosed, on whidi he marched At once into the country 
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Bihadoor Sbah had planted his army m an entrenched camp 
at*Mandishore, trusting to his fine artillery, manned by Por- 
tuguese gunners and commanded by Roomy Khan, onginallv 
a Turkish glare, but now the first engineer oQlccr in Indn 
Humayoon besieged the camp for two months, cut off its 
supplies, and reduced the king to such straits, that he was 
obliged to fiy, and erentually to take refqge m Din, the most 
remote harbour in the penin'^ula of Gozerat 
iitcsisyooni Humayoou immediately oremn the province, 
and proceeded against the fortress of Chnmpanere, 
in which the ‘iccnmulated wealth of the dynistj 
was deposited With only three hundred select troop^ he 
chmbed up the perpendicular rock on wJuch it ins built In 
means of steel spikc", -and mastered it by nn exhibition of 
heroi'im which nvalled the exploits of his father The gaU 
iantiy of his officers and sotd/^ra wm rewarded mrb as macli 
gold and silver as they could lieap on tbeur shields But hts 
further progress was arrested by the necessity of returning 
to Agra, to arrest the progress of Shcre Khan On his 
rotiroment, Bili-idoor Shih agua took the field ‘ind regained 
Uis kingdom as rapidly as he had lost it , but ho (bd not long 
cujo^ it IThile at Dtu, he had negotiated with the Portu- 
gucMi for three hundred Ciuopeans to assist him m recovering 
his king^lom, and in return granted them permission to 
establish a factory at that port They began inuncdiatelv to 
surround it witli a wall, thc«nidimcnt3 of a fortificat on, and 
brought up a fleet to protect the progress of tie work 
B ihadoor Shah Ind all the native horrorof European intrusion. 
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m constrnchng n bndge across the Ganges Before it "was 
completed, he was attacked and completely defeated by his 
rival, who now assumed the title of Sbere Shah, and openly 
aspired to the empire 

Hnmayoon Huinayoon at length reached Vgra, and estin 
guishcd the hostile schemes of his brothers 
Ills lain*, tsto Eight months were passed in a's'iemblmg an army 
for the great struggle with his formidable rival, who emfiloycd 
this penod in snbjugatmg and oiganizmg Bengal The two 
anmes met in the neighbourhood of Cnnonj and Hnmayoon 
ei^pencnced a second and more fatal defeat. lie fled (rom 
the field of battle to Agra, pursued by Shere Shah and had 
barely time to remove his family to DclhL From thence he 
was dnveii to Lahore, where his brother, mstead of affording 
him an asj lum, hastened to mate Ins peace ■mfh the victor, 
and was allowed to retire to las temtones beyond the lades 
Thus fell the hagdom which Baber had established, sad not 
a vestige of Hogal sovereignty remained m India at the end 
of fourteen years The throne of Delhi was restored to the 
Afghans Humayoon made the best of lus way with his 
few remainmg adherents to Smde, where he spent eighteen 
months in fruitless negotiations with its chiefs He then 
resolved to throw tum«elf on the protection of Maldco the 
powerful Rajpoot pnnee of Marwar but on approicliing the 
capital found tj e raja more disposed to betray than to snccour 
lum. The wretched cmjxiror endeavoured to cross the dessert 
to Amcrcotc, and was subjected to incredible hardships dnrmg 
tho march The son of Maldeo, eager to revenge the mtrn 
6i©n of the emperor and the slaughter of kmc m his temtones 
pursued 1 im with the utmost ngour At length Enmayoon 
reached Imercotc with only seven mounted attendants, and 
it was in these wretched mrcumstanccs that 1 is queen who 
had nohly shared with him all the ftisastcrs of tins journey 
rnhoiAXb*? 1^‘Jth to a son afterwards tho lUustnous 

\lkbar, destined to ruse the Mogul empire to the 
piunado of greatness Wter another senes of reverses, 

n S 
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Humayoon vras obliged to quit Indio, bnd seeL an asylum 
at Condabar. 

Fite jean Leaving Humayoon across the Indus, we turn 
to the progress of Sliere Sboh, who now mounted 

of aiiere Sbao, ro 

iMij— 1545 the throne of Delhi, and fcstablished the boor 

dynasty While he was combating tlie emperor, Bengal re- 
volted, as a matter of course, but was speedily reduced to 
bubjeotion In 1542 he conquered tlie province of Malwa, 
and m the succeeding year reduced the fortress of Raisin, 
remarkable for its unfathomable antiquity, and for the honour 
of having been erected, according to local tradition, by the 
great national hero of tbe Ramaynn It was here that his 
reputation was tarnished by the only stain ever attached to 
it The Hindoo gameon bad suricndcrcd on terms, but the 
Jlabomedan doctors assured him that, accoi'ding to the pre- 
cepts of tbe Koran, no faith was to be kept with infidels, and 
the infidels were, therefore, slaughtered almost to a man In 
1544 Shore invaded Marwar with 80,000 men It was dc- 
fonded by a body of 60,000, and by its own stonhty Through 
tlie artifice of letters intended to be intercepted, he contrn cd 
to raise suspicions regarding his chiefs in the mmd of the 
raja, and thus induced him to retire from the contest , but 
one chief, indignant at tins distrust, fell on the emperor’s 
force with 12,000 men Tilth such fury as to expose him to 
tlie greatest peril , and tlie emperor, alluding tp the barrenness 
nf the country, said that “ho bad neatly lost the empire for 
a Inndful of millet” Soon after, the capture of CInttoro 
placed Rajpootana at his feel, and ho proceeded to the attack 
iii«dc»ih. Calinjcr, one of the strongest fortresses* m 

1545. ftftd Bundlecund, but w as Killed by the explosion of a 
^ magarinc ns lie tvos BU|j(.nntPiu!ing the batteries 
Thus prematurely ended tlio career of Shero Shah As 
ho inflicted the greatesf Iiunuliation on the Moguls, the his- 
tonnua of their party have treated lut^ os a usurper, ond 
hnded his memory Tilth obloquy But liis right to the throne 
was os Tohd 08 tliat of tlio Tarlar adicnturcr Uaber aud m 
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both cases it Tcas equally based on the derision of the Brrord 
Bnt the kingdom -which he gmned by conquc'^t, be gOTcmed 
^th the greatest beneficence, and the bnef penod of fire 
years la winch he held s&prcmc poirer, is the mast hriliiant in 
the annals of India He was a man of consnmmate abQity, 
distinguished not le‘is by bis mibtary exploits tbau by the 
triumphs of his cinl admmistratiou 'Jhough mcrssantlr 
engaged m the field he found time for a complete reform of 
ererj branch of the gorcnimcnt, and his aril mstitutions 
sumred his dynasty and became the model of those of Akbar 
He constmeted a grind trunk road from the banks of the 
ludns to the bay of Bengal, through a distance of 2,000 miles 
and planted it with trees, and adorned it with wells and 
cararansens, at short distances for the conremence of travel 
lore, and erected mosques for the benefit of the deroat He 
appears to hare been tbc first pnnee who estahh hed a 
mounted po^t for the conreyance of the ma Is. At the end 
of three centuries, his stately mau«o1cnm at Sa«<»eram, the 
place of his birth and of his bunal, continues to recall the 
remembrance of his grandeur and hia gloiy to the mmd of the 
traveller 

RcienoTKi eldest son -was set nside by the nobles 

Knud for imbcality, and his second son, Jclal Khan 
nevhew ivi. tailed to the throne nndcr the title of Selun 
Sliah After quelling a dangerous rebellion by hia prompti 
tudo and vigour, he was ciuiblcd to pass nmo years in tran 
quilbty, indulging his hereditary ta«5tc for public works , and 
if his reign had extended orcr a longer penod, we should 
PSobably have heard httlc or nothing of a Slogul d^^^asty 
It was the profligacy of his successor that brought the sop 
of Baber again to India He was the brother of Sehm, nnd 
after having miirdvrcd bis Son, mounted the throne, and n 
generally known in history simply ly the name of Adili 
Ho Was n. markable ontj for his ignorance and prodigality, 
and exhibited all fliose purpIc-bom rices which, m India, 
presage the fall of a dynasty But the rum of this royal 
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ncTontottsiai ho\isG 'was Tctaidcd by tUo matchless talents of 
iheih-ooe Ilcinu, a Ilindoo, originally a shopkeeper, ■whose 
figure 13 gaul — but only by Mogul liistonans — to have licca 
ns mean as his ongm Adih Iiaving exhausted liis treasury 
by profligate waste, began to resume the jaj goers of his 
Patan nobles «od they went ouo by one into insurrection. 
Five independent sovereignties were forthwith cstabh‘»hcd 
m the donunions under the crown, till nothing was kft to 
It, excerpt some of the districts around the mctrojxihs Ueiiiu 
presented a bold front to llicse difficulties, and had suc- 
cccilcd in mlucing tveo of the rebels when tJic aojicct of 
all uta was at Liice changed by the apiicarauce of Huniayoon 
on the bani s of the Indus. 
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P”ince Oa his dc-ith, 'which happened eoftn ifter, Hnmiyoon 
entered the city 13 a fnend, bnt put the greater portion of 
the Perenn gnmson to the sword, an act of perfidy which has 
fisod an indthbJo statu on Ins memory Earing thus obtained 
cbHiocnof posse'ision of Oandahar, he marched to Oabul and 
byii^^ron. 'oatabbshod his authority m that prormce, but 
tsis. had to maintain a protracted stnig-glo with his 

brothers in which ho w-as nltcmatcly nclonous and defeated 
IBs brother Kamnn at length fell into his hand., and to Ins 
disgrace, he ordered the sight of the unfortunate prince to 
be csttingnishod. 

iieero-Mtiie Vftcr tcn years of incessant warfare, th^ in 
w^ni» th* crcas.ng coafnsion at the capital of India tempted 
tiru-e.i'M. Humayoon to mate a bold stroke to regam the 
throne He cros cd tJie Indus in I5oo and obtained a 
ooniplctc rictorj oicr ®ccund<.r Soar, who had usnrped the 
nupona} awthonty nt the cajntal, cod who was posted at 
Sirhind -with a body of 80 000 men In tin* battle the young 
Akbar gamed liis first laurels Lcanng the yoiu g pnnee in 
the Punjab to watch the morcmonls of the usurper, Humayoon 
liastcncd to Delhi, and mounted the throne he had lo«t 
fifteen jears befon. But before le could recover the do- 
nun oua attached to it his career was brought to a do e 
by a fatal acc dout Six months after he hadcnfeivd Dtih 
irlule dcjiccndiag tl e steps of hrs hbraiy, he heard tl a 
muezzin B call io pra^ ct, and stopped to repeat the creed, and 
eat down As he endoavofired to n c, leaning on his. staff, 
i_* tfeiJi, 1— i ®^lPcd on the jKilial td stej'e and Le fell over 

the parapet, and four days after doscd his 
diequcrcd hfe, at the ago of fortv nmc 
AcTw-Miof Vhbar, tic greitcst pnneo of the dynasty of 
A.w liis. Bibor, who c genius raised tho empire of the 
ilognla to tl e summit of rcaotni^ waa only thirteen years 
an I tl roe montl s of age ar! cn tho death of Ilumayo n 
1 liccd li m ujKin IV tl rone, •whidi 1 e continued to adorn f r 
Ihty years. He was the oontomporaiy of Queen Ehzabetb, 
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his reigii haring bc^m two yew before, and ended two years 
after hers , and thus, by a memorable coincidence, this period 
of half a century has been rendered as illustrious m the 
annals of England as of India During the minority of Ahbar, 
the regency continued in the hands of rara Klian, a Tuiko- 
man, the companion of Hnmayoon in all his vicissitudes, and 
the greatest captain and statesman of the age, but a man of 
austere manners and stem bigotry Ilemu, the Iliadoo 
genera! of Sultan Addi, was employed m quelling a rebellion 
in Bengal when he heaid of the death of Humayoon, and 
conceiving fresh hopes from that event deposited the cmperoi 
at Ohunar, and moved np with an army of 80,000 men 
nefeatof which was swelled to 100,000 as bo advanced 
nimu. 1 M 8 A,gta and Delhi opened their gates to him, and so 
completely were the commanders m Akbar’s army confounded 
by the rapidity of liis successes, that they entreated thtir 
master to abandon ln<ha and relum to Afghanistan Byram 
alone advised an immediate and vigorous attack, and Akbar, 
tlioiigh only a stripling, seconded his ardour The too 
armies met at Paiuput, and the destiny of India was a second 
time decided on that field Hemu, after prodigies of valour, 
was completely defeated, and conducted, bleeding from Ins 
wounds, to the tent of Akbar Byram urged lutn tt> secure 
for hiiiiself the religious merit of slaving an infidel, but the 
generems yiiulh Tcfu'icd to imbnie lus hands m tlie blood of 
a gallant and non helpless foe, and BjTam Struck off the 
head of the captive u ith one stroke of his scjnnttar 

. It was the mihtaia talent of ifyrotn, and the 
Arroffonoe (mJ 

f uf Dyron, vigoiir of his nicasurcs, winch had seated Akbar on 
' tlic throne but the mimstpr had grow n too big Mr 

a subject So great mdectl was ins power and iiinuencc that 
for four jears after his occcsmoq, Akbar felt hiin'-tif a nicro 
cipher ill Ills own doniim'jis Such thrd lom wa« inlolenhlc 
to a high sj mted pnneo, and when he had reached int ago of 
tighb-ou bo rcsoUcl to throw off tlicjokt On theilcaof 
the BU ’duu dhic^osot lus muthcc, Ul ct.j,snrcd abruptly to 
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and immediately issued i proclamation announcing that he 
had taken the government uto lus own hands, and that no 
orders were to be obeyed hat those which is&nod from himself 
Bjram felt that his power was slipping away, and endi-aTouret! 
to regain it, but he had alienated all the public officers by his 
hingh^ demeanour, and in the time of his adv er&ity found 
that he was without a fnond. He retired to Xagore, giving 
out that he was pioceeding on pilgrimage, but he hngored 
there m the hope of receiving some gracious me'^sage from hic 
master Akbar, however, discharged him from all his offices 
and requested him to hasten lus departure Stung by this 
indignity, he assembled on ann^, and marched against the 
imperial troops He was signally defeated, and constrainea 
to throw himself on the mercy of the emperor As the folkn 
minister entered the royal tent, with Ins turban humbly sus 
pended c® bis neeb, and cask at the hot of the prisco 

whom he had cherished from hi9 cradle, Akbar hastened to 
raise him, and seated him on his ngbt hand, investing him 
with a robe of honour, and offering him the choice of any 
post in the empire The pnde of Byrani, who had been tho 
instromcnt of erecting the Mognl throne a eecond time in 
India, led him to prefer a retreat to Mecca, and he accordingly 
proceeded to tho sea coast, but was assa&smated ou the route 
by an Afghan, wlio-^e father be bad put to death 
Akbar hu owu master, at the age of 

eighteen, but he was siurounded With difficulties 
tishteca ^rluch would bare broken a spirit of less energy 
Por some time after ita estabb'^bment, tho dynasty of the 
Moguls M as weaker tlian any which had nson to pow or since 
the Malionu-dans first cro«H?d the Indi a It was not con 
netted with any largo and poweiful tnbos beyond that river, 
ready to support the progress of their couiitia nu.n. It had no 
resources iti redone Ikbar's ®n»y " as simply an a«:seinbly 
of merctnarics drawn together by the hojxs of plunder from 
the vanous count? 3 of Central Vsia. IIis ofrK;cr8 were onK 
a band of adi enturers, boiyid to Uis family by no H(.s of beru- 
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ditary loyalty, and nforo disposed to carve out kingdoms for 
themselves, as other adventurers had done for five centuncs, 
than to mutem bmlding up a Mogul empne Their ambition 
liad been effectually curbed by the iron despotism of Byram, 
but blazed forth on his removal, the effect of which soon 
Ixscamo visible in the growth of disorders In the fourth year 
of hi3 reign, Akbar extended his authority along the banks of 
CcTotof Ak Gangbs to Jonnpore, the son of the last king, 

tiT t gctiQrAt, AdiU, advanced to recover bis dominions, and was 
defeated by Zeotan Khau, but that general, despis- 
ing the youth of his sovereign, withheld the royal share of 
tlic, booty, and manifested such a spirit of independence, tint 
Akbar was obliged to take tho field, and reduce bun to 
obedience 
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nero-siacfa hcr valonr She led her irfay m person against 
R^oopniiccss, iQvadcr, and maintained the conflict with the 
greatest heroism till she received a woand m her eye The 
troops, missmg her command, hegon to give way, when she, to 
avoid falling into the hands of the enemy, seized the weapon 
of the elephant driver and pinnged it mio her own bosom 
Her es] loits are stiU a favonnto theme with the Hindoo hards 
The booty ohtamed hy this capture consisted of a hundred 
jars of gold com independently of jewels and gold and silver 
images, and Asof Jah appropriated the largest portion of it to 
his own use and then joined the hosffle contederaey, which 
now mclndcd the most eminent of Ahbar'a generals . 

The danger of the emperor was extreme It 
SKLoai was as mnoh a stniggle for tho throne, as the 
battle of Panij ut, and the question at issue was, 
whether the empire should he Mogul or Hzbei Aibara 
detachments were repeatedly defeated, hat he mamlamed the 
conflict with unflmching resolution for two years Just at 
this critical jaaclore, he. brother Hakim angtatefnlly took 
advantage of hia crabarrassmente, and eadeavonied to wrest 
thoprovice of Lahore fromthecrown Akbat waaobbgedto 
omt the parsnit of the TTzheks to moot this new revolt, 
4b, ch, however, ho succeeded m crusbmg at cure On In, 
ictnm to Ibe sonth, he found that tlie revolted ^nerds had 
ebtamed posses lon of the dctncl, of AUababad and Oude, 
mid wore prolTaruig to advance on lao capital The rams had 
L in nlcnall mJitaiy njwiations are generally Bnspended , 
bnt ho did not hesitate to march agamst them aiid by he 
|,romit,tude and vigour of hm attavk, comiletely broke the 
Wtb of tbe enfeaemey aud, at tbe age of twea tj fi ve 
Lad He barainos of smug his authority Crmlj estaUched 
throughout he, dounmoas holhing glees us a 
hi~lcr idea of tlm greatness of Ubars 

.J.eia,! c,°„ctcr, than tho coin ctevineli at so cailj an 
age, he s icc ssfAv mamtamed ag mat his own mutinous 
troops an I of iters 
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B-ibcr, with a hbenlity of spirit forcign to every preceding 
conqueror, had determined to strengthen his govemincnt h> 
jijtrimonui matrimonial alliances with the Ilindoos Ho en» 
ihe couraged Ins son Humayoon to espouse a daiiglitcr 

tnnrc*. of Bhugwan Dass, the nja o£ Jeypore Ahbar, 
following hiR.fathor’s example, allied himctlf vith the same 
house, as well as with the ruling family of ifarnar, or 
Joudlipoie At the same time ho conferred an oOicc of high 
dignity'at his court on the raja of Jcyporc Thus the purest 
Hindoo blood nas mingled with that of the Jlaliomcdan con 
querors, and the princes of Rajpootana gloncd in these 
irapcnal alliances as conferring additional dignity on their 
familits But the orthodox house of Chittorc, Avnpped up 
in Its Tcligious pride and oxcl«sivencs«, disdained any such 
eomitction, and ca cn cxcfimniunicaled the rajas of Jey pore and 
Marwar, though Bappa, the founder of tint family, con- 
sidered by Ills countrynun ns the “snn of Hindoo dignity,” 
married Ma!iomc<lan v\ lies without number, and loft a hundred 
and thirty circuniu^'.d vhibUcn 
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to the number of 8,000 "With that generosity of chnraoter 
•which distiugui‘'hed Akbar, he erected a statue to the memory 
of hi& heroic foe m the most conspicuous place of his palace 
at Dellu The fall of Cbjttore — ^which from that 
penod -was abandoned for the new capital, Oody- 
Chitwre, isca. called by the founder after bis own name — 

was considered the most fatal blow udiich bad fallen for 
ages on that royal house The remembrance of this event 
has been perpetuated throughout India by a most remarkable 
practice Akbar estimated the golden ornaments taken from 
the Rajpoots at seventy four maunds and a half Thg nu 
merals, 74^, were thertfore deemed accursed The Rajpoots, 
and more pirUcularly the Marwarces, are now the largest 
and most enterpnzmg mercantile commumty m India, and 
their commercial corTf^pondcnce bears, the impress of tlie«e 
figures, sigmfymgtlnt “tbceemof the slaughter of Chittore 
IS mvoked on any one who violates the secrecy of the letter” 
The practice has noa become universal tlirougbout India. 

Co iiCTtcf Akbar 8 next entcrprize uas one of greater 
aiw’nt.isa magnitude The province of Guzemt, enlarged 
bj the conquests of Bahatloor Shah about forty years before 
this period, and enriched by manUmc commerce, was estimated 
to j icld a revenue of five crores of rupee's, and to bo equal 
to the support of 200 000 troops, lut it had been a prey to 
faction siuco Jus death Four weak and profligate raonarchs 
had filled the throne in tlftity six jears The distraction of 
the kmgdom had been inert osed ly the arrival of the ilirzas, 
ns they arc stj led by the natn c hislonaub, a family connected 
with Aklar ly the tics of blood, who had revolted against hi® 
authontj, and, having been dnreu out of his doimniona, 
transftrrcd their mtngucs. to Guzerat Etimad Khan, ongi 
uall} a Hindoo slave, who now managed the goaemment ui 
the name of Moruffer the Third* seeing no other mode of 
quelling the factijns in the country, mailed Akbar to take 
j) 0 « c-s^ion of It The emperor proceeded with a powerful 
arraj to Puttuu, avherc that ftcble monarch adaanced to mtet 
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Destmeti«nof It was a short tine preriouB to the JQ^^slfJn 
ceur cif IS6D of BoD^l by Akbar, that the ancient city of Gour 
Tras depopulated and abandoned, after having existed more 
than t'wenty centunes H "was admirably situated on the 
confines of Bengal and Bcliar for the government of both 
those provinces , it had been the capital of a hundred kmgs, 
by wliom it was successively adorned witli the most superb 
edifices It extended along the banka of the Ganges^ and 
was defended from the encroachments of the river by a stone 
embankment, not less than fifteen miles m length This 
magnificent city, the seat of wealth and luxury, a\ as suddenly 
bumbled to the dust by some pestilential disease, which 6as 
never been satisfactorily explained The estabbshments of 
government were transferred, m the first mstanco, to Tondah, 
and then to Rajmahal 

coBQvetief The next import<uit event in the reign of Aklar 
Cmhincro, ijst conqucst of Cashmere, by his brother la 

law, the raja of Jcyporc, nhen the Mahomedan 1 mg of that 
pmvinco was enrolled among the nobles of tbo court, and this 
lovcli valley, the paradibc of Asia became the summer retreat 
of the emperors of DtHn The attempt which Akbar was 
required to make, soon after, to curb the highland tribes 
around tbo plain of Pcsbawur, proved jar more arduooi 
These wild mouatamrers, of whom the Eusnfzits and tho 
Khjbcrcca were the most considerable and most turbulent, 
had been for ages the plaguoof every successive ruler of tho 
proMUcc It was their hereditary belief that the fastnesses 
of the mountams had been bestowed on them by tho Creator, 
to iinable them to levy contributions on tho Industry of tho 
jlains Fvtry form of conciliation and coercion had been 
employed in vain to restrain tbcir Inroads On this occasion 
Akb ir sent an army against tliem, under the joint command 
of Ins foster brother, and his grftit personal fnend and 
favourite, the Hindoo raja B crbull Thtic troops were 
decoyed into the dclflea aud tut off, and, to the uifimte regrut 
of lliL emperor, BeerbuU wa* among the slam So couipleic 
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liim, nn(lrc<5i^cd Iuh cro\rn wtliout on cfTorl, nntl Gnrcratt 
nftcr tuo centimes mil a half of in lejicmlcnco, vras ngnm 
annexed to tlio cro;vn of Delhi As soon, liowc\cr, as Akbsr 
i-etunicd to Ins cajital ■with n large portion of Ins army, Mirra 
11 lissom the most turbulent of the brothers, raised a 
revolt, and the impcnal generals \rcrc reduced to great 
straits and oLligcd to act on the defensive The rams had 
set in, J lit Ahhar avas ready for action at all sc isons He 
immediately dispatched a force of 0,000 choce c-aaalry from 
Agn and followed it with 300 of lus ow n guard'* marching 
in tlyit season, no less than four hundred and fifty miles in 
nine days The rapid ty and Mgoiir of lu'> mo%cmcnt8 con 
founded the rchuU, they suffered n signal defeat, and the 
subjugation of tho province was completed 
OrHween attention of Alvbar was next directed to tho 

Qu«rrti>yih« tccoTory of Bengal, but before narrating this 
Affchaa*. i«o c jitinn, It 18 necessary to advert to tho for 

tunes of tho neighbouring Vingdom of Onssa That country 
1 ad been governed by t! o family of the Guju putccs, or lords 
(f the elephant, from a aciy remote period of Hindoo 
history About 400 years before the time under review, tho 
tliroue was occupied by tho dynasty of the Gunga bungsus 
The pnnees of this race expended the revenues of the country 
m the erection of the most magnincent temple'?, and extended 
their authonty from the nver Hwghly to ^le Godavery, 
and on one occa'?ion earned thcirvinns as far south as Con 
levcram in the vicinity of Madras A httle before the period 
of Akbar s accession, the lung of Golconda, who ivas endea 
Toumig to extend bis power over the Hindoo tnbcs on the 
sea coast, attacked the king of Onssa, M olnind Eao, the last 
of hi8 race , at the same time, Soliman, tho kmg of Bengal, 
sent h B general Kala piJiar with a large body of Afghan 
cavalry to invade it from* the north The valour of the raja 
was of httle avail he was defeated and^slain m 1558 and 
th s venerable Hindoo monarchy, -which had never before felt 
the shock of a Ifahomedan invanon, was extinguished, and 
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tliP Afghans parcelled the country out m jaygeere among 
themsclres The native inhahitants who had enjoyed the 
undisturhcd escrcise of their rehgion from time immemonal, 
were now to taste the bitterness of persecution, Kala pahar 
was a brahmin by birth, bnt had embraced the rehgion of tho 
Prophet to obtain the hand of a pnneess of Gour, and now 
became a relentless oppresaor of his former creed So terrific 
did he appear to the Hindoos, that it was popularly reported 
that tho legs and arms of the idols dropped off at the sound 
of his awful kettle drum He made every effort to root out 
Hindooism he persecuted the pnests, and confiscated tljp reh 
gious endowments which had accumulated during twenty 
generations of devout monarebs he puUed down the temples, 
and erected mosques with tho materials, and «eized the image 
of Jugmmath, which he committed to the flames on the banks 
of the Ganges • 

AkbMi«T»ac. The attention of Akbar was drawn to Bengal 
ttngsi. 15 «. even while he was engaged m the snbjngation of 
Guzerat Under the successor of Sherc Shah, the Afghan 
governor had assumed ladepcndcncc, and four bags rcigacd 
in Bengal dating a period of thirty years, of whom the most 
distmgmshcd was Sohman, the conqueror of Orioca. In tl o 
height of his prosperity, he had the wisdom to acknowledge 
the supremacy of the emperor But his successor, Dnood 
Klnn, a debsuchoc and a coward who 'uceuded the throne 
in lo7'», findiDE himself St the head of an army winch was 
estimated, by oriental cia^eration, at 110 000 infautiy, 
40,000 cavalry, and 20 000 guns of all sizes, consderea 
Jumself a match for Akbar, aod wliTlo he vas engaged m 
Guzerat attacked and captured n fort above QLazoepore Akbar 
immediately ordered a largo army to proceed to tho con 
qi cst of Bengal. Ghazeepore, a\hi^ was strongly garrisoned 
submitted after a brave res stance and the king fled to Onssa, 
where he made ^nc boU stand for hia throne He was dc 
ftated, but allowed to retain Onss>a, as a feudatory of Delhi 
TLe jear after on the withdrawal of a portion of the imperial 
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DejtracUonef It W 1 S a short time previous to the invision 
Gour cu 1560 q [ Bong’u! by AXbir, thit tlie mcient city of Gour 
was depopulated and abaudoned, after having existed more 
than twenty centuncs It was admirably situated on the 
conCnes of Bengal and Behar for the goremment of botli 
these proMDCcs, it had been the capital of a hundred kings, 
by whom it was successively adorned with the most superb 
ediBces It extended along the banks of the Ganges^ and 
was defended from the encroachments of the iivcr by a stone 
embankment, not less than fifteen miles m length This 
magniOceiit city, the scat of wealth and luxury, as suddenly 
humbled to the dust by some pcsbicntial disease, which lias 
never been satisfactorily explained The cstabhbhmcnts of 
government were transferredi, m the first instance, to Tondah, 
and then to Rajmalial 

CMiau«ei The nest uaportoiit event in the reign of AU.ir 
cuiunore i5iT ^^0 cooqucst of Cashmcrc, by his brother m 
law, the raja of Joypore, T>hcn the Mahoroedan 1 mg of tint 
province nas enrolled among the nobles of the court, and tins 
lo\ cly a alley, the paradise of Asia became the summer retreat 
of the emperors of Delia The attempt which Akhar was 
required to make, soon after, to curb the liighland tribis 
around the plain of PogluTCur, proved lar more arduous 
Thc&c Wild mountaineers, of whom the Eusnfzits and tho 
Khjbcrccs were the most considerable and most turbulent, 
had been for ages the pUguoof every successu o ruler of tho 
province Itaias their hereditary belief that the fastnesses 
of the mountains had been bestowed on them by the Crcatoi, 
to^nahlc them to leiy contnbulious on tho Industryof tho 
plains Eieiy form of concihation nnd coercion had been 
cmilojcd m vam to rcstram their Inroads On tlua occasion 
Akhar sent an army against them, under the joint commajitl 
of lua foster brother, and hia gr^at pcrhoiial fnend and 
faiountc, the Hindoo raja Beerbull Tlitir troops rvere 
decoy cd into the dclflts and cut off, and, to the iiUimle regret 
of the emperor, Bcerbull waa among tho staui So coiuj Ilic 
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was tlio (li^f'rncc, that according to the histonnn of this rcigOj 
of 40,000 horse and foot, vrbo entered Die hills, scirccly an 
mdnilual escaped Such Trholcsato destruction noiild npi>car 
incredible ifwc had not xvitncsscd an exainjlc of it lu the 
same scene in our o^m dij The task of subjugating them 
was then committed to the rajas Todcr JIull and Man Sing, 
who established piilitarj posts m tlio lulls, and cut off the 
supplies of the mountnmccra from the plains, and thus imposed 
some restraint on their tioIlbcC 1 hey became, liowcacr, as 
troublesome n ccntnrj after, m the dnjsof Auruugzcbc, ns 
they had been m the time of A1 bar, and it is only since tbe 
Cfilablishmcnt of British authonty at Peshawar, that they 
have felt themselves m the presence of a master 
onsucitof Akbar, liaMng no other aar on bis hands, pro 
s-nd»*Bicifl cceded to anncT the kingdom of Sindo to lus 

dabu U31-9I donimions, and sooji after reconquered the province 

of Candahar Thus after a senes of conflicts, which extended 
over a penod of taenty five years, Akbar saw himself the 
undisputed monarch of all Lis hereditary temtoncs beyond 
the Indus, and of all the principalities which bad over 
belonged to the ^rown of Bcllu, north of tbe Nerbudda, and 
it only remained to extend his authonty over the Deccan A 
brief notice of the events in that teg on, during the sixtceiith 
century, will form a suitable introduction to tbe Jlogul expo 
dition, on which A1 bar now entered 

HU oryoftha stated m » pievious chapter tint on 

Deccan n he the decline of the Bahmmy kingdom the governors 
lethcenuiT different provinces threw off their allegi 

ance and that at the penod of Baber’s invasion, five separate 
kingdoms had been established m the Deccan, at Beejaporc 
AliTnednngnr Golconda, Bedcr, and Berar Of these Beder 
the roost ujs gnificant was gradually absorbed by its more 
Theiiingaon, powcrful n^iglbonrs Berar was scarcely of 
of lieder wd more Weight in tbe pohtics of the Dectan, and was 
* “ citingroshed about the year 1572 by the Nlznm 

Shaheo ruler of Ahmednugar , Ihc kingdom of Golconda, 
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■winch ^as eometimes called TeLng'Xna, as comprising tli'^ 
disstncts of that extinct Hindoo monarchy, -was consohdated 
K nsflenn of hy Koolce Kootob Shah, who claimed homage on 
Goiccnii. t]je gronnd ol being Ineally descended from 
Japhet, the son of Noah Hit, reign extended over sixty 
years, danng which lie was employed, as he dehghted to say, 
“in spreading the banners of the Path, and rednemg the 
infidels from the borders of Tchngana to MasiiLpatam and 
EajahinnndiT ” Tear after year he took the field again&t the 
Hindoos, rcdncing thexr villiges to ashes, and turning their 
temples into mosques Tnoagh the kings of Golconda mixed 
freely m the mtngucs of the two other prmces of the Decdhn, 
and were always ready to enter the lists against them when 
plunder or territory was to lie gamed, their attention was more 
particalaily directed to the subjugation of the Hindoo diatncts 
Ijang between the eastern border of their kingdom and tlio 
Bay of Bengal 

Kinpaemnf statos of Bccjapore and of Alimed 

rcqarinuii noguT, Called the Adil Sbahec, and the Nizam 
AtnwioBgur giia^ec, wluch bordcrcd on cac i other, were inees 
santly engaged in mutual hostihty Within the circle of 
those kingdoms was included the region mliabited by the 
hlahrattas, the nsc and importance of whose power is to he 
attnbuted pnmanly to the perpetual warfare m which these 
royal families were involved. As early as 1499, we find a 
body of 6,000 ^fahnttas eH|}istcd in tho service of one of 
them, and throughout the sutcenth century, their armies 
were strengthened by Mahratta contmgents consistmg of 
five, ten, and sometimes even twenty thousand troops Isot 
a ^cw of the Mahratta famihes, winch subsequently rose 
to dLstinct on, traced tlie ongin of their dignity to thc^f* 
appointments There was as yet no bond of national unitj 
among them, and their mercenary vwapons wore sold to tho 
highest bidder, even though their own coun'rymen might bo 
in the opposite ranks As the object of the kmgb of tlie 
Deccan was to inflict tho grgitcst amount of havoc on thui 
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opponents, the aid^of men -who ■were bandits by birth and 
profession, must have been mvalnable 

TheiTmrtoo Bonth of the three Deccan kingdoms, 

kingdom of liy the ternttmcs of the great Hindoo monarch 
rccjuynuguT BeejujTiugur, who exercised authonty, more or 
less complete, over all the Hmdoo chiefs in the south 
The kings of this race had incessantly w iged war with the 
powerful Bahmmy sovereigns and on the extraction of their 
power, were always engaged either m alhance or m war with 
some one of the Deccan king*?, the ally of one year being 
frequently the foe of the next The revenues of Beojujoiugur, 
which were said to have been enriched by the commerce of 
sixty seaports, on both coasts enabled the king to mamtain n 
force with which no other single state was able to cope 
itamBaja thereigmngmonarchnn the middle of the sixteenth 
century, had recently wrested spveral districts from Becjaporc • 
he had also overrun Tehngana, blockaded tho capital, an I 
constramed the king to make large concessions Uis growing 
power gave just alarm to the Mabomedan hugs of Beejaport, 
Alimcdnugur, Golconda, and Bcdcr, and they resolved to 
suspend their mutual jealousies and form a general con 
federacy to extinguish it Tlus was nothing less than a 
conflict for supremacy between the IHndoo and the Mahomc 
dan powers m the Deccan Ram Raja, then seventj j ears or 
agv, called up to his aid all liia Hindoo feudatones as far as 
Ceylon, and was enabled to osscjnble on armj’, cons sting, on 
the most moderate computation, of 70 000 horse 90 000 foot, 
^ 000 elephants, and 1,000 pieces of cannon Tho great an I 
SatteefTei i dccisivo battle was fought on tho 25lh of Jamiarj, 
IjG >, at Icllicotta alxiut twenty miles north *'of 
Beejiiyniigiir, niid temunateJ m ihe total deft at 
and capture of the raja, and tho slaughter ncconhrig to tl o 
ilah mtdan historian ot lOOOOOu fi Itls The ogtd raja van 
pnt to death m ml H lood, «i d I 1 cad was presen ed ns a 
trophj at Btcjajion ami annually cxUibilod to tl l people fir 
two hundred years on tho aiui)icrsarj of his dtalh The 
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Capital ivaa plundered of all its treasures, and gradually sunk 
to msignificancc The power of the Hindoos in the Deccan 
was irretneTably broken, but the confederate monarchs were 
prevented from follomag^ op their victory by mutual dis- 
SLnsions, and the brother of the raja was thus enabled to 
Gave some portion of the temtoiy, and to establish bis court 
at Pencouda The capital was subsequently transferred to 
Lbuudorgircc, v,luch has been rendered memorable in tic 
history of British India as the town where, 6e\cnty fourycars 
after the battle of Tclbcotta, the descendant of the raja 
granted the Enghsh the first acre of land they ever possessed 
in India, and on which they erected the town of Madias 
rh»?nrw-n, During the sixteenth century, the Portuguese 
made httle effort Jo extend thwr conquests into 
ccaturr ^liQ iQtcnor of the country They were content 
with being masters of the sea, from which tlicy swept all tho 
fleets of Iniha and Arabia, and %nth the monopoly of the 
commcrco between Europe and Ind a There arc, therefore, 
few events of any consequence in their historj It was 
about thirty jears after ll ej had lauded at Calicut that they 
dotonninod to obtain poescBsion of the harbour of Dm at all 
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ST^CCES'FUL SErEKCC OF GOA. 

Biliadoor Shall, the Lmg of Guzerat, was dn\en from hi"? 
throne by Eumayoon, and took refuge at Diu, where the 
Portuguese, after their repulse, had succeeded m forming an 
establishment There he entered into a treaty with thenb 
granting permission to erect a fortress m return for a con- 
tingent of 50 European officers and 450 soldiers, with wliciso 
aid he was enabled to reconquer his kingdom on the depaitinc 
of Eumayoon The disputes which arose regarding tins 
fortification, and the tragic event m which they ended, have 
been already narrated. The fortress was completed m 153?» 
and contributed to strengthen the power of the PoitugucsCi 
who had now become the terror of the eastern seas through 
the supenonty of their naval equipments It became, there- 
fore, the mtereat of all the l^^jhomcdau powers on Asia to 
extirpate them, and the Grand Seigneur at Constantinople 
enteicd into a combination ‘with the hng of Guzerat to 
accomplish this object The Turkish ndmiial sailed fit)P‘ 
Suez 10 Dm, with a force of 7,000 men and a superb train of 
aitillcry A body of 20,000 men co-opcrated with them froB' 
Guzerat Sylvoira, the Portuguese Commander, had only f* 
force of 600 men, but defended himself with such gallantly? 
that the seige is one of the most cemarkablo transactions tP 
the historj of the Portuguese When, at length, forty alone of 
the gains n remained fit for dutj, and there was no prospect 
before them but an unconditional surrender, the Mahomedan**, 
exliauslcd by this long imd fimtlcss seige, drew off their 
troops, and Dm was savctl 

co-«M„cd greatest event of Ihit. century, however, 

wuikonocva, tli(, eclgc of Goa, in 1570 The king^ of 
Becjajiore andof Ahnicdimgur formed a coalition 
nt-nt^ u 0 . tTith thcZmionn of Cahait to expel the Portu- 
guese from the coast| of India, each of the confedtratc'’ 
engaging to attack the settlcmcnta contiguous to his dotni- 
nions Ah Athl came down upon Goa, v'uth n force of 100, OOt) 
mfontrj, 85,000 cavalry, nud 350j>ic<xs ol camion, Don Ltm, 
t’le governor, was able only muster 1,000 men, including 
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the aonks, bat he obliged the fang to raise the seigo with 
igQonuay, after ten months had been wasted, and 12,000 of 
Ilia troops sHm Mortiza Nizam Shah of Ahmednagur, 
descended the ghauts with an army scarcely less numerous, 
composed of natives of Tnrkej, Persia, Khorasan, and Ettuo 
pia, and attached the port of Chool, in the neighbourhood of 
Borahay, but he was reptili.ed at all points, and 3,000 of his 
troops ponshed in the assault The Zamonn, at the same 
tunc, laid scige to the port of Chale, but it was rescued from 
danger by the timely arrival of reinforcements from Goa 
The Portugac’=’e, having thus repulsed tha niosit formidable 
attempt made on their settlements smcc they became o power 
m India, constrained the discomfited princes to sue for peace, 
and retained their supremacy in the Indian ocean, and on the 
coasts of India to the closo’of the century, when they bad 
to encounter the nvahy of the new power introduced by the 
Dutch, to which they were obhged eventually to succumb 

Akbar, Laving consohdated his empire to the 
enibtDcscas, north of the Nerbudda, resolved to cotir^uer the 
Dtccau There can be little doubt that this 
movement was dictated simply by the ‘ lust of temtonal 
aggrandisoraenf,” and that it is open to nil the censure which 
£nghsh histaaans have hesfowed on it. Pet aggression had 
been the normal pnncjple of eveiy government, smeo the 
Mahomedms ^“turned their face to Indn, m the year 1000, 
perhaps even long before llwt period , and if the enterpnsc of 
Akbar had been crowned with Saccos'!, it would doubtless 
lla^e been an incomparable benefit to India 
•It IS difficult to imagine a mote deplorable condition than 
tint of the imhappj provinccB of the Deccan dunng the 
whole of the sixteenth centttry The fangs scorn to have 
luitl no occupation hut war Scaroelj a year parsed m wlncb 
tlio iillagr-s were not subjected to*ra}unc, and the fair fruits 
of ladubtiy blasted bj their wanton imipUons No govern 
ment, however tyrannical, could Ime inflicted anything like 
the WTctchcdnc&s occasioned by th«e unctasmg devastations. 
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So inestimable is the blessing conferred by a strong govem- 
ment m InSia, m putting down intestine war, and giving 
tepose and confidence to the people, that it appeals mere 
affectation to inquire into the ongin of its rights, which, in 
nine cases out of ten, will be found to be as vahd as those 
cf the power it subverts 

Akbarent«n On tije death of Boorhan Nizam Shah, the kmg 
Bugurs'tsM Ahmednugiir, in 1595, four nval factions arose 
i59o m the state, tlie most powerful of which called m 

the aid of the Moguls Akbar, who had long been watching 
an opportunity of mterfenng m the affaiis of the Deccan, 
readily accepted the overture and lost no tune in sending 
forward two armies But before they could reach the capital, 
auotber revolution had placed the power of the state in the 
hands of Chand Sultana She was a pnucess of Abmednugur, 
who bad been bestowed m maiyiago in I5C4 on Ah Add Shah 
of Beejapore, to bind him to the alliance then formed by tlie 
aialiomedan kings against the raja of Beejuynugur On his 
death she returned to her native country, and now assumed 
the regency on behalf of her nephew, Bahadoor Nizam Shah 
iTieteieDniwd Celebrated woman, the favounto heroine 

CTindSuiaim. of the Deccan, the subject of a hundred ballads, 
determined to defend the city to the last extremity, 
and persuaded the nval factions to merge their differences ui 
a combined effort against the common foe Tlio Jloguls had 
constructed three mines, two of which she countermined, the 
third blew up, carrying away a portion of the wall, and many 
of her principal officers prepared to desert the defence Tho 
Sultana flew to tho spot m full armour, with a i ed ov or lij; r 
countenance, nnd a drawn sword in her hand, niiJ recalled tho 
troops to a scubc of their duty Combustibles of ei eiy de- 
scription were thrown into tbo breach, and to hcivj a firo 
was directed against it. Kilt the besicgtra wero consiraincd 
to retire During the night she sujiermteiided in person tlio 
repairs of tlic wall It isapoiuKr and Tavounto tradition, 
that when the shot was cxhanstcii', ehe loaded the guns with 
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copper, then mth silver, and then with gold, and did not 
pause till she had begun to fin> away her jewels The alhes 
Mhom she had importuned to aid her, were now approachmg, 
the Mogul camp began to be striitened for provisions, and 
pnnee Mond, the eon of Ahbar, who commanded the army, 
6 0 ceiie» Pemf o^^crcd to retire on obtaining the cession of the 
tiihcMoguji, province of Berar Chaod, having Lttle confi 
dence m the fidchty of her troops or of her.allies, 
was constrained to accede to tliesc terms 


ratueofsoac Within 0 j COT of thi3 convcntion, the Inn^ of 
rut, /aa^ 1697 Bccjaporc, Ahmednugur, and Golconda formed 
an alliance to iive tlie Moguls back across the NerbnSda, 
and brought an army of 60,000 men into the 6eld An action 
was fought at Soneput which lasted two days, without any 
dcasivo result, though both parties claimed the victory 
Dissensions at length brol o«out omong the oOiccrs of tho 
Mogul army, and Akbar, who had resided for fourteen years 
m tho countries bordenng on the Indus felt tho necessity of 
proceeding in person to Iho Deccan On reaching Boorhan- 
^xjTc Jio sent an army to lay ecigo ogam to Ahmednugur 
1 ho government of tho Sultana which she had maintained 
with great difficulty, was now d stracted by factions, and 
feel ng tho city to be incapable of defence, she endeavoured 
to make the best terms m her power with tho Moguls Tiio 
jx pulacc, mflarned lyher enemiCR rushed into her chamber 
and put her to death Bu^ they soon had reason to doploro 
ibcir ingritilH<lc The ^fogul army stormed and plundered 
the cit^, giimg no quarter to the defenders, and the >oung 


kiug and hi9 family were scat as state prisoners to Gwalior 
Ihe fall of the capital did not, howcicr, ensure 
iJjo pul mission of tho kingdom, an I it was not 


^ incorporated with the Mogul dominions till tlnrt) 

fc\cn years after this penod. Sooif after, Akbar dtpmed bn 


wi««al the king of Can ksti, of all author ty, and that kingdom 
was n. annexed to 1l e Mogul empire 



xt] AKcvTi’s rcuoioua views 123 

but incomparably the greatest of nil the Ilaho- 
irutitution^ raedan rulers of India Few prmcca ever cilubited 
greater miUtary genius or personal courage He never fouglit 
a battle which ho did not wm, or Ixsiegecl a town which he did 
not tahe , j ct he had no passion for war, and as soon as he 
had turned the tido of victory by Lia sloll and energy, be 
was happy to leave his generals to K>inf>Icto tlie worh, and to 
hasten back to the more agreeable labours of thc»cabirvet 
Tho glories of Ins reign rest not so much on tho extent of his 
conquests, though achieved by lus personal talent, as on tho 
admirable institutions by whicb his empure was consolidated 
The Bupcnority of his civil administration was oivuig not to his 
own genius alone, hut also to the able statesmen whom, like 
Queen Eh^ahcth, ho had the wisdom to collect around him 
m> Tdigiou* early period of Ins career ho was a devout 

vicinaQatL* follower of the Prophet, and was at one tune buit 
wemuon. ^ pilgrimage to his tomb, the aspiratioii of every 
Sfahomedan, hat about the twenty G/th year of his reign he 
began to entertam sentiments incompatible with fidelity to 
tho Koran Ho profo'ised to reject oil prophets, pnests, and 
cercmomcs, and to take sunplo reason as the guide of bis 
thoughts and the rule of lus actions The first article of his 
ciGcd was “ There is no God but one, and Akbar is his pro- 
phet ’ Whether he ever intended to become tho founder of 
a new crceihmay admit of controversy, but allliia measures 
tended to discouragetherchgionof tho Prophet He changed 
the era of theHeju-a, herestraiQcd the study of Arabic and of 
Slahomedan theology , and he wonnded the dearest prejudices 
^ the faithful by proscnbmg the beard Nothing but the 
a-scendancy of !iia character, and his dazzling success m war 
and in peace, could have preserved tho throne amidst the dia- 
contents produced amcnig his oi^n chiefs by these heterodox 
measures Among a people with whom persecution was 
considered the most sacred of duties, Akbai adopted the pnn 
ciplo not only of religious toleratioD but, what has been found a 
mors difficult task oven in the roost enhghtened Chnstian com- 
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munities, of religious equality He formed tlie magnammoua 
resolution of resting the strength of his throne on the attach- 
ment of all his subjects, whether they belonged to the esta- 
blished rehgiou of the state or not ^ disarmed the hostiLty 
and secured the lo^ ally of the Hindoos by allomng them to 
shaie the highest avil offices and mihtary commands ^ith 
the JIahomedans, and thus placed himself a centuiy ahead of 
the btum-ts m England. He abolished the odious jezzia, or 
capitation tax , he issued an edict permitting Hindoo widows 
to marry , he disco iraged suttees to the full extent of his 
5 ower« and he abolished the practice of reducing captires to 
slavery 

HireTtona Under the supervision of the great financier 
morb*. Qf Toder Mull, Ahbar radically 

Temndelled the rerenac system of the empire He caused all 
the lands to be measured accordmg to a uniform standard, and 
wth the most perfect instruments procurable He dinded 
them, accordmg to their character and fertihty, into three 
classes and fixed the demand of the state generally at one 
third the annual produce, and then commuted it to a money 
I ayment. He abolished all arbitrary cesses, and made the 
settlement for ten years and with the cultivators themselves, 
to the exclusion of all nuddlemcu It is questionable there 
fore whether, donng his reign, there were any zemindars m 
India at all, and whether those who afterwards aSaumed them 
1 Teiogalivcs were, at Ibis period, and for more than a century 
after, anything beyoud mere offiaals employed m colicctiig 
the public dues ^ 

owiionoftii# The u hole empire was divided ijto fifteen pro- 
“pi™. Vinces, or soubabs — Cabul, bevond the Indus , 
Lahore, Ifooltan, Dclln, Agra, Oude, AUihabad, Ajmere, 
Ouzerat, Malwn, Bchar, apd Bengal , and south of tho 
Ntrhuilda Canlesh, Borar, and Alunednugur Each pro mco 
Mas placed under a soobadar, who was entrusted with full 
pQwerB. cwd an \ mditaTj, and assiatcd by a dewau, ct 
ter of finance, who, though Dominated b^ tbc cinpcrur, was 
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account ible to tbe sooMdar Tlie nulitary duties of each 
proaunce ■were entrusted to a fouzdar, who al&o commanded 
the pobce force, and ivas responsiMe for the peace of the 
country Civil law ■was administered by a Jlahomedan chief 
justice, assisted by local judges, and the decisions were mva 
riably in accordance with the precepts of Mabomedan Kw 
lEimataTj The raibtaiy system of Abbar ■was the least 
uu perfect of all lus arrangemeuts, and hi» estraordi- 
court naty success is to be attributed more to the weak- 

ness of bis opponents than to the superiority of his own 
annj He perpetuated the great militaiy error of paying the 
commanders for their soldie-s by the head, which created an 
irresistible temptation to make false musters, and to fill the 
ranks •with ragamuffins The same organization which per- 
vaded the •vanoos offices of state ivas carried into all the 
estabbshments of bis court,^dowD to the department of tho 
fruits and the flowers, the perfumery, the latchen, and the 
kennel, which were regulated to the minutest details under 
the personal directions of the emperor Ei cry estahhbhment 
was maintained upon a scale of unpcnnl magniiiccnce. He 
never had fewer than 12,000 horses and 5,000 elephants in his 
own stables, independently of those required for hawking, and 
huntmg, and war During Itis progress through the provinces 
his camp was a great moving aty, and the eye -was dazzled 
by the sight of the royal tents surmounted with gilt cupola's, 
and ennchedVith tho gorgeous omaments. 


» CHAPTER T. 

jEitAAOEEr ASD Siicn Jeitaa, 1C05 — 16aS 

Ov the death of Akkar, Pnnee Sthm quietly 
stepped into the throne, at the ago of thirty - 
seven, ■•and adopted the title of Jeliangccr, the 
tYiD^rf'TCir ibo wotJA ybe great empire to which he sue- 
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cccded vns m a state of profotmd tranquillity, and tberc waa 
no epxit of insubordination among the mibtary or ciril chiefs. 
His proceedings on his accession served not only to calm the 
fears ■which hia previous nusconduct had excited, but even to 
win him tiie esteem of his subjects He confirmed his father’s 
ministers m their posts, abolished some vexations taxes and, 
though strongly addicted to wmo Imnsclf, prohibited the use 
of it, and endeavoured to control the indulgence in opium 
He replaced the Mahomedan creed on the com, and mam 
tested a more superstitious attention to the precepts of the 
Prophet than his father had done At the same tune he 
courftd popularity by aDording easy access to the complaints 
of hia people But a subject of disqmetude soon arose 
r^iieiunef ti* bccomc the object of his 

MoKhiMro, detestation by the effort made dunng the last 
days of Abbar’a hfc to place him on the throne by 
some of the leading courtier^, and the youth now fled to the 
Punjab, where he collected a body of 10 000 men He was 
prf>mptiy pursued and captured, and tlie emperor exhibited 
the hmtahty of bia nature by causmg seven hundred of his 
adlierents to be impaled ahve, while the wretched Kliusro 
was earned along the line to •witness theur agonj 
„ _ , The event which exercised the jrroatest mflu 

F&ren ana ^ 

mania-aof cnce on the cooduct of Jehaugeer for sixteen 
NoorJetum. years "was his maniagcwith the celebrated Noor 
Jehan She was descended from, a noble Persian family of 
Teheran, but her father, having been reduced to poverty, 
determined to follow the prcvailmg cnrrdnt of emigration, and 
proceed to India to repau: his fortunes Dnrmg the journey, 
hia -wife gave birth to a daughter under the most calamitous 
circumstances, though they were subsequently embclhshed 
■with all the romance of poetry when she became tlie Queen 
of the East and was in a position to reward the pens of poets 
A merchant who happened to be traveUmg on the same route 
afforded assistance to the iamdy m their ^isigency, and, on 
reaching the capital toot the fathey into his own employ, and. 
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pcrcciunj' hig nbilitics, introdaccd lum to tho scmco of 
Alvbar, m ^Ylllch he gradinlly rose to eminence His d\u"hter, 
Noor Jelnn received nil the 'vccomphshmcnts of education 
which the capital cf India conld afford, and greav up into a 
woman of tho most exquisite beauty In tlio harem of Akhar, 
which eho occasionally visited with her mother, she attracted 
tho attention of tho prince Schm, who became dec; ly cna 
raoiircd of her But she had been already betrothed to a 
Turkoman of tho noblest descent, who had acquired tho title 
of Shoio Afgnn, from having killed a hon singlchandod He 
had serve 1 with renown in tho wars of Persia and India, and 
was distinguished no less by his ggnntic strength thafily 
hi3 personal a alour Al bar refused to annul the nuptial 
engagement oven in favour of his own son, and, in the Jiopo 
that absence wool 1 allay tho passion of the prmcc appointed 
Slicrc to a jaygocr in the remote district of Bunlwan 
>n«rjei>B Jehangeer had no sooner mounted tho 

Ti*ci oi « tJiroiie tlan he determined to remove every ob 
I ront, 1411 to tlic gratification of his wishes, and Slicro 

perished m a scufile which was not beiicvcJ to be accidental 
Uis lo\cly widow was conaejed to Delhi when Jehangeer 
ofTerod to share his throne with her, hut she rejected the 
offer with disdain and was consigned to the neglect of the 
harem, where eho had Ic&oro for reflection and ropcnfanca 
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of the emperor’s disposition, and constnmed him to appoir 
sober at the durbar, however he might mdemmfy himself for 
this restraint in the evening Ilcr taste imparted grace to the 
splendour of the court, at the same time that she curtailed 


its extravagance Her brother, A^of Klnn, was raised to a 
post of high dignity, and her father, who w as placed at the 
head of affairs, proved to be one of the ablest of viziers 
jja * Apter Alimcdnugur, as prei loiisly stated, was 

Bn 111 e Hate of captured byAkbar, on the murder of Chand Sultana 
in ICOO, and thcro^al family was consigned to tlm 
fortress of Gwalior , but the kingdom was not subdued, though 
Akbar designated it as one of the soobalis of his empue 
Malik Amber, the chief of the Abyssinian nobles of the 
court, assumed the control of pubbe affairs, mid placed a 
kinsman of the late kang on the throne Ho attacked the 
Llogul forces with vigour, and erected the national standard on 
what had been regarded the impregnable rock of Dowlutabad , 
be founded a new capital at the foot of it, at Kirkee, and 
adorned it with many spl'^odid buildings MaLk Amber stands 
foremost in the history of the Dcccan as a statesman of sur 
passmg genius, who maintained the sinking fortimes of the 
Ahmednugur dynasty for twenty years with the greatest 
energy Planting himself on the borders of the Deccan, he 
continued to repel the eacroachmeuts of the Moguls, and 
repeatedly drove their armies back to Boorhanpore He 
availed himself to so great an ^tent of t lo bemces of the 
Mahiatta chieftains, that he maybe said to haie cradled 
thtu- pow er , more especially was it under liH banner that 
Shabjee the father of fcevajee laid the foundation of his 
greatness ith a natural gemus for war, he was still 
more remarkable for the assiduity with winch he cultivate 1 
the arts of peace and it is the revenue settlement he brought 
to pcrftction which has given lasting celebrity to his name 
He was the T^'der Mull of the Dcccan 


In the jear 1612 Jehangeer resolved to n 
cover the footing w|uch the Moguls ha I lobt 
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in the Deccan, and two armies, the Srat commanded by 
Abdoolla Khan, were sent against ItaliL Amber But ho 
avoided a general cngagcinent, while hia light Deccaueo 
horse Ijovcrcd on the flanks and rear of his enemy, cut off 
Ins communications and suiiphcs, and harassed bun by night 
and by day so mcsorably os to oblige him to sound a retreat, 
winch the Abyssinian soon converted ,iDto a disgraceful 
(light The second army met the Abmednugur troops m the 
flush of victory, and wisely retraced its steps across tho 
Kerbudda 

s tjiutstionof These disappointments were balanced by success 
oooypow 1QI4 ^igainst Oodypoie It has been already stdtcd 
tint Oody Sing, tho feclle rana of Chittorc, the founder of 
the tow n of Oodyporc, was obliged by the generals of Akbar 
to sock refuge m tho lulls He was succeeded by his son, 
Pertap Sing, who is still idohrcd by his countrymen for the 
heroism with which lie repelled the attacks of the Moguls, 
(Hid preserved the germ of national independence in liis wild 
fastnesses Although tho llajpoot rajas of Jcyporo and 
Jlarwar were ringed agaiosl him, lie succeeded m rccovcnrig 
the grcatci' portion of his hereditary dominions before tho 
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cstallislied. Ht lauded at Sunt, and proceeded bj slow 
journeys to the court, then held at Ajmere, wboro ho was 
received with greater distinction than had been confciTcd on 
any foreign envoy Of the result of his embassy we shall 
have occasion to speak hereafter , here it may be sufficient 
to state, that he was fascinated by tho oriental magnificence 
the court, which so completely eclipsed the tinsel pomp of 
tint of his own master He was dazzled with the profusion 
of gold and jewels on every side, and, not least with those 
which adorned the foreheads of the royal elephants But ho 
perceived httle comfort among the subjects of tho empre, 
whoswere ground down, by the extortions of the public ser* 
vants of every grade The emperor dispensed justice dail^ m 
person, but he retired m the evening to his cups which ho 
never left while there was any reason left m him He was 
maudbn and easy, and bis courtiers were unncrsally coruipt 
and unprincipled Military discipline had decajed after the 
death of Akbar, and the only good soldiers in the anny were 
the Bajpoots and the Afghans There was a large influx of 
Furopcans at tlie capital, and so greatly was Christianity 
encouraged, that one of the emperors nephews had embneed 
it, and the Emperor himself had an imago of Christ and tho 
Virgin in lus rosary 

Scooiirt «m The attention of Jehangeer was now called to 
affaire m tho Deccan and he marclic I 
iun.h.1617 down to Mandoo to supcruitcnd the war, whtli 
he cntnistcd to the command of Sfiah Jehan, at the same time 
declaring him the heir of the throne The prospenty of 
hlalik Amber had created a feeling of envj at tho Ahmed 
nugur court, and alienated many of liia confederates Un 
the approach of Shah Jeban, he was still further weakened 
by the defection of tho king of Bccjaporc, and was obhgt d 
to cntci mto negotiation^ and cedo tho fortress of Ahmc I 
nugur, together with all the conquests he In I made from 
tho Moguls flutwathin four jears ho renewed tho war, and 
succeeded in dnviiig the impcna^ forces across UieTajtcc. 
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Slnli Jchan was ag^in selected by his father to command tho 
armj , bnt he accepted the charge only oa condition that Ins 
brother Khusro should accompany him Before he reached 
tlio ] ro\ nice of MaUva, hlalik Amber had crossed the Ncr- 
\ idda and burned down the suburbs of JIandoo But success 
still attended the arms of Shah Jchan lie contrived to cor 
rupt the pnnaial Ifahratta chiefa m the anny of Mahk 
Ambei — some of them by the most extravagant offerj — and 
that general, des’erted by his own officers, Buffered a defeat, 
and was obliged to purchase peace in 1621, by a large sacn 
ficc of treasure and tcmtoiy 



132 INTPIGDES AGAINST StOlUHET fcrTAT 

qiiencc-s Mnhk Amber and the king;s of Bcejaporc and 
Golcoiula refused him nnj assistance, liis own troops bcj^an 
to desert, and he N\as obliged to retreat to Tchngana On 
a-caclung Masubpatam he marched along tho coast to Bengal, 
took possession of that proainco and of Bchar, nndndiaiictd 
to Allahabad Jlohabet, who was l^ing at IloorhinjKiri., on 
hearing of hia sudden apjxnrinto on the Gangc’, hastened to 
encounter him, hia raw levies avere Bi>ccdily dispersed, and 
he fled'a second time to the Deccan Mahk Amber was nov/ 
at issue with the emperor, and" made common c itisc with his 
fugitive son, and they adaanced together to the siege of 
that* city Diit Jtohabet pursued tho prince with such 
energy that he w as fam to seek recontihation with lus father, 
which, however, was not grantcil but on tlio bard condition 
of surrendenng all his forts, and giving two of his sous ns 
hostages 

how Jihan A ucw sccnc HOW opcns in tins eventful drama 
Jlohabct, tlie greatest subject of the cmi iro, and 
Moiiaiei, IP'S tbo prime favouritc of the emperor, had acquired 
additional importanco by bis brilliant success, but as ho 
manifested no disposition to second Noor Jehan’sMOWS re- 
gardmg the succession of Sbanar, her coundenco was 
capnciously converted mto hatred, and she resolved on his 
nnn Jehangeer was at this time on his waj to Cabul A 
charge of embezzlement during his recent campaign was 
trumped up against ilohabet, and he was sumftioncd to tho 
court to answer it He came, but with a body of 5,000 Kajpoots 
who were devoted to his service He had recently betiotl cd 
hiB daughter to a young noble without obtainiug the usual 
consent of the emperor Jehangeer, on hearing of the cir- 
cumstance, ordered the youth into Ins presence, and m a fit 
of brutal rage directed him to be stopped naked and whipped 
with thorns in the prcseri «,3 of the court, and confiscated all 
his estates ^\^lcn Ulohabct approached the roj al encamp 
inent he was refused admission He could not fail to perceive 
that his rum was determmed oii,^Dd he resolved to strike 
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tbe first blow Tho followmg morning tlio iriry 
ttMsrjincwr cro‘5SC<l tlio Hyilaspcs, and Jchangccr, who had 

uot rcco^ crcd from the debauch of the provioaa 
night, remained behind avith a slender guard llohabet pro 
cetded to the emperor^s tent and seized his person Jehan- 
gcor -wai, frantic at this indignity, but seeing himself abso 
Uilcly in the jxiwcr of h\s general, was^ I>cn>uadod to mount 
an elephant, with his goblet and his cup-bcartr, and proceed 
to Mohabet’a tent. 
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Bcnc*! of sinful innnccuxro^ contmcd pnuliiilly to turn tlio 
t-iblcsonhim, IiC6'iNV(lnthtH|)o<5itionwaRb('comuiff tlilly more 
iiipcciirc, and imtlo offers for n rcconcilntioii Ivoor Tcli'iu 
condoned his rc\olt on condition tint he should proceed m 
]iursuit of her other cnemA, Shah Jclnn Ill'll jnnee, after 
mahuig his sul mission to the emiwror, Ind Iltd to Sindc 
intending to seek aM nsj lum in Pcrsi'i, but he "o as still a ff r 
midable obstacle to her MOWS But when hw j respects '' ire 
atthc lowest ebb thc> began to brighten iloli vbet, drtadin„ 
a reign of weaknesa and moIciico if Shanar succeeded to ti t 
throne through the influence of NoorJcInii resolved to assist 
the efforts of Shah Tclnn, an 1 instead of proceed ng tp attack 
him, joined him with the troops yet rcimiiiing under Id*' 
standard 

llio empress on hearing of this defection ordered him to 
bo Imntc 1 through the empire, and set a pneo on his head 
But her power was at once annihihtcd by the death of 
D«u»»nd Jehangeer, whose constitution was complete!/ 
exhausted by a life of indulgence, and who ex 
« J pired at Lahore on the 28th of October, 1627, in 

the sixtieth jear of his age JI© was contemporary avitb 
James the First of England hot only was their reign of 
the same duration, but there was a remarkable accordance m 
their characters They were both equally weak and con* 
tcmpUble, both the slaves of farountes and of ^dnok, and by 
a singular coincidence, they hot i launched o royal decree 
ngamst the use of tobacco, tiien recently introduced into 
England and India, and, in both cases, with the same degree 
of snecess *' 

. . On the death of Jehangeer Aeof Khan the 

Accwffnof , .1 

Eiiah je&aa, brother of Noor Jelian, and one of the chief 
ministers detennmed to support the claims of 
Shah Jeban on the samS ground which had influenced the 
decision of Llohabet He d^patched a messenger to summon 
luTO. Itom thaUeccan came time pl^iccdtheemprc®* 

dowager nnder restraint Her influence expired with the 
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death of her hu«hand, and she retired from the ■world ■aith nn 
'luiniitj of ta enty five hes of rupees o-j ear, and passed the 
rtmnming^ years of licr life m cticushwg Jus mciaoiy Shamr, 
■who "was at Lahore, ■was attacked and defeated by Asof Khan, 
and put to death by order of Shah Johan That pnnee lost no 
, time m coming up from the Deccan, m company with 

nrar Alouabct Knan, on whom, as weii as on azof 
nupaatnee the instruments of his cloration, Jio be- 

stowed the highest dignities He was proclaimed emperor, at 
Agra, carlymlG28, and began his reign by indulging that pas- 
sion for magnificence m which he eclipsed all his predecessors 
The annircrsaryof his accession was commemorated by d d/s 
play of incredible extravagance A suite of tents was manu- 
factured of the Guest Cashmere shawls, which, in the figu 
ratiTo language of bis biographer, it required two months to 
pitch In conform!^ with the usage of the ancient Hindoo 
sovereigns he was weighed against silver, nnd gold, and 
jcncls, which woie then lavished among the courtiers. 
Vessels filled with gems were waved over his head and 
emptied on tlic floor for a general scramble The cxitense of 
this fcstiial was computed at a crorc and a half of rupees 
Cons lion of The first eight years of the reign of Shah Johan 
were occupied with mibtaiy operations m the 
Dcotnn. Dcccon thirty years had now elapsed since 
Akbir cros'sed the Nerbudda, and overran the kingdom cf 
Alimcdnugur, on which ocsasion ho added to his titles that of 
king of the Deccan The gemus of Mahk Amber had, however, 
Kiiccccdcd m rcstonng the indcpcndcnco of the kingdom, to- 
gether with much of its ancient power, bn the bad recently died, 
at the age of eighty The 1 mg of Beejaiwrc, Ibrahim Add 
Shah, renowned for the grandcurof his edifices, had died about 
the same time, bcqucatliing a full Ircasurj and an army of 
20U 000 men to his successor The king of Golconda was 
engaged m extending Ins antUontj over his ILndoo neigh- 
lours to the cast and south Of nil the acquisitions made ly 
itklnr south of the Nerbttdda. there nmained (o the crown of 
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Delhi only the eastern half of Candcsh, and the 'idjoiiimff per 
tion of Bcrar 

War In the The wir ID the Deccan on which Shah^Jehan 

Deccan occa- DOW entered, and which continued for ei;jht j eais, 
reroitof^Kian Occasioned by the revolt of Johan Lodi lie 

1 ^ 9 — 1 ^^ Afghan of ignoble birth, but great ability 

and arrogance, who had raised himself to eminence 
in the^ Mogul army, and obtained the olBce of governor of 
the Deccan, from which post he was removed to Malwa undtr 
the new reign He was invited to court, and treated appa* 
rently with great distinction , but, having imbibed a suspicion 
that*the emperor, to whom he was personally odious, had a 
design on his life, he quitted the capital abruptly with the 
troops which had accompanied him Ho was immediately 
pursued, and overtalcn on the banhs of the Chumhul, and it 
was only with extreme difficulty that ho was able to elude 
pursuit and reach the Deccan , but, hanng once reached it, ho 
was joined by numerous adheicnts, and supported by the 
i»mg of Ahmednugur The emperor considered the revolt so 
Bcnous as to order three annios, each consisting of 50,000 
men, into the field, and even to proceed to the Deccan m person 
Jehan Lodi was driven out of Ahmednugur by the Mogul 
force, and sought the aid of the long of Bcojaporo, which vas 
peremptorily refused Inm His fnend, Shahjee, the Mahratta 
chieftain, considering his cause desperate, at andonod it, and 
joined the Moguls , for which ^ict of treachery he v as 
regarded with a title of nobility Meanwhile his allies, the 
hmednugur troops, were defeated bj the Jloguls at Don* 
Aitabad, and Jclian Lodi, oacxwhclincd by the deftction yf 
13 fnends and the discomfitnro of hia allies, fled uortliward, in 
1 1 C hope of rcachuig Afglianistan, and rousing his country- 
men, but ho was brought to Imy on tlio borders of Itiindlc- 
und, and, after pcrformmgprodigiefi of valour d ilh the small 
y of 400 men who still adhered to Ins fallen fortunes, 
was Btnick doadhya Ilajpoot, and his head sent ns an accent* 
allt offering to Shah Jchaiu v 
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. . The ■war wilh ^hmednutw did not, ho-vrexer, 

fftewartatiie ccisB ^ith tuc cAOsc rtf it The kuig> Moftiza 
>ijzaiii, had fallen oat -mlh his minister, Fateli 
Khan, the s n and succea^or of Malik Amber, and thro'wn 
him into pn«on , bnt, having expcncnccd notlung but morlifi 
cation in his straggle with the ifoguls, released him, and 
restored him to power The Aby^imani rewarded the kind 
noss of bis master b\ cau’^ing him and his adherents^ to I c 
assassinated , and,havmg placed an infant on the vacant throne, 
oTerod Ins Bubiniasion to the emperor Jlcanwhile, the king 
ofBcqipore, alarmed at the progress of the 3Iogulam)« deter* 
mined to make common cause wth Ahmednugnr, and thus 
brought down the imponal armies on liis own temtoncs It 
would be weansometo go into a detail of all the mtngnce, the 
treachery, and tlic ncissitodes which form the his{or 7 of this 
period of five years buflic* it to record that tlie war with 
Uccjaj-iopc was conducted with varied fortunes , that the king 
balhod the Mogul generals by creating a desert for twenty 
miks around his capital and depnnng their armies of food 
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too hto to afford him assistance, it is supposed that they fonned 
a Bcttlcraent in the iicif itbourliood of the gi cat port of Sat jong", 
at a place called Golm, or Gola, the grainrj , afterwards cor 
niptcdto Hooghly, whcic they continued to flourish for a huu 
died years Towards the close of the century they ajipear to 
liave formed another and larger settlement at Chittagong, here 
Gonzales la said to«haTe held the district around it in subjec 
tion "jirith the help of a thousand turopcans, two thousand 
^atv\es, and eighty ships So (otnudable was his power, that 
the Mogul Mccroy made Dacca the seat of his government, m 
order mote effectually to check hia piogresa With the coin 
inand of the only two ports of the Gangetic valley, the powti 
of the Portuguese m Bengal during the sixteenth century 
must have hcca an object of no little alarm to the Mogul 
authorities 

Hoogtir At Ilooghly they had fortified their factory, and 

obtained the complete control of the commerce of tho nrer, 
and the prosperity of Satgongbegan »owano under this nvflliy 
At the tune when Shah Jehan, flying before Mobabet, m 1C24, 
advanced from Masuhpalam to Bengal, he hesonght the 
Portuguese chief at Hooghly, hlichad Rodrigues, to assist 
him with some guns and artillerymen, but, as the gov ernor had 
no confidence in the succesa of that rash enterprise, the 
request was refused Six years afterwards when Shah 
Jehan had become emperor, a ropreBcntation. was made by 
the Eoobadar of Bengal that eofiae European idolaters, wl o 
bad been allowed to establish a factory in Bengal, bad erected 
a fort and mounted it with cannon, and grown insolent and 
oppressive Sbab Jeban bad not forgotten the repulse' he 
received from Hodngues at Hooghly in his adversity, and 
curtly replied, “ Let the idolaters be immediately expelled 
from my doinmions ” 

Capture of The viccToy lost no time m mv csting H^oghlj 

uoogivj v« finding that it could not be carried I y stonn 

undermined tbo defences The great bastion v\ as blow n up , 
the Moguls rushed with fuiy into ’the breach, and ElaughlLri.d 
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more tlian a thoasnnd Portwffnese Of three hundred ressels 
then m the nver, it is stated that only three escaped, Moie 
than four thousand were made prisoners , the pnests \rere 
forwarded to Dehiij and the most beautiful of the women re 
Bciaed for the royal seragho, the chnrchcB and images were 
demolished Bv this blow, the power of the PortngnesG in 
Bengal was irrctnevahly broken , and no >e8tige now remains 
of their former influence, save the few vocables they contabuted 
to the language of tlie countiy, and the old church at Bandel, 
within sight of Hooghly, erected two centnnes and a half ago 
The Mogul viceroy directed tliat it should thenceforth be made 
the royal port of Bengal, all the puhhc records and oflices 
were removed to it from Salgong, and that aty, which may 
bo traced back to the days of the Cxsars, sank into a httJe 
paper making hamlet 

Aequ 1 uem of In the ycar 16S7 the emperor was gladdened 

-rii.nila- unexpected rccoveij of Candahar, which 

lUictaai. had been eo often lost and gained by the family 
of Baber Ah Mcrdan, (he governor under the Persians, was 
dnicn into rebellion by the tyranmeal proceedings of Ins 
sovereign, and made over the town and territory to the 
Moguls, after winch ho sought a rofugo at the court of 
Delhi lie vas received, os may well be supposed, vith 
great honour by Shah Jeban, and subsequently employed in 
many military, expeditions beyond the Indus But his fame 
has been ^icrpctuatcd in India by the great public works 
which he executed, and more cspcciallj ly the canal, near 
Bcllu, distinguished by his name, which has proicd an meal 
culahic Messing to the countiy it imgafes 
jjj, The military operations which were nndcrlakcn 

uoiui<yopiihs beyond the Indus can scarcely bo said to belong 
inaiB-iciMT history of India. The emperors of the 

liousu of Baber retained tlic same Ardent mtcrc«t m all the 
political mo\ ements of the region from which thev sprung, as 
the first Und second George look m the fortunes of Hanover 
India Vi ail, therefore, drara^ men arouej for the con- 
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quest or defence of tljose distant, and, as compared with 
India, unprofitable possessions The son of the UzboL ruler 
of Balkh had revolted against his father, the go^emmcnt 
was thrown mto confusion and Shah Jehan, who had enjoj o 1 
seven years of repose, could not resist the temptation of again 
prosecuting tlie dormant nglits of his family on that remote 
province Ah Jlerdan was sent across the Indus with a large 
array, and ra^ aged Budnlcshan, but was constrained, by the 
seventy of the wmter, to retreat Baja Jugut Sing was 
then sent to conduct the war with 14,000 Rajpoots , and 
never did the chivalry of that race of wamors, and their sym- 
pathy with a tolerant and just goveniment, shine more conspi- 
cuously than in this expedition Regardless of llindoo preju- 
dices, they crossed the Indus, and surmounted the ILndoo 
Kosb, and encountered the fiery valour of the Uzbeks in that 
frozen region To bo near the scene of operations, Shah 
Jehan took up hia residence at Cabul His third son, Aurnng 
zebe was also employed to these operations, and at first gained 
o great victory, but was soon after obliged to retire upon 
Balkh, and then to make a most disastrous retreat to Cabul, 
with the loss of a great portion of his army The emperor 
Was at length induced calmly to weigh the policy of con 
tniumg an espensive war in that distant quarter, and he had 
the moral courage to rclmquish the enteipnzo 
There™ sni The repose gamed by abandoning Balkh was, 
however, of short duration Shah Abbas, the 
made in Tain to king of Persia, having DOW attained his majority, 
recoverit, 1649 c^ino down OD Candahar and retook it, after a 
siege of two months Shah Jehan was resolved to recover it. 
and the following yeai Aurungzebo invested it for foui 
months, but onthout success Two years after, the vizicr 
as well as the prince agam invested the town with a larger 
force hut tl e attempt wis a second time unsuccessful, and 
Auningzehe mas sent as viceroy to the Deccan A third 
army V as despatched in ICaS, under pnneo Dara, the eldest 
Bou of the emperor, who was irrpatient to achieve success in 
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an expedition in ivluch his arahitious brotlicr had been tKico 
foiled , but, though it set out at the precise moment ivhich 
the royal astrologer bad ptononncctl to be most auspiaous, 
it was equally destined to disappointment Thus termi- 
nated tho third and last attempt of the Jloguls to xecoTcr 
Candahar, of which they had held but a precanous posses- 
sion since the daj s of Baher The failure was followed hy 
ttvo years of repose, when Shah Jcfian completed the revenue 
settlement in the Deccan, on wbicli be had laboured for twenty 
years, and introduced the financial system of Todcr lIulL 

T. The tear 1655 marks the commencement of nn 

rtfrwiraleftho 

»irinthia important scncs of events, — the renewal of the 
Deccaa, igis. Dcccan, which continued for fifty > ears 

to consume the rcsoiirces of the Mogul empire, and served 
to hasten its downfall Dunuff the twenty years of peace 
which followed the treaty with the Jong of Beejapore, m IC36, 
that pnoco had given his atlention to tho construction of 
those splendid palaces, mausolenms, sud mosques which dis 
tmguishcd hts reign , and to the conquest of the petty pnn* 
cipahtics in the Carnatic which had sprung out of the rums 
of tho Hindoo taagdom of Beejuyanugur The tribute wluch 
he exacted at Uic same lime from the ting of Golconda, had 
been paid with punctuahfy, and that pnnee had manifested 
evciy disposition to cultivate Ihc ftJcnd-Jnp of the emperor 
There was no cause of difference with these rulers, and 
Shah Jehvn ap^ared to bo completely satisfied w ilh the rela- 
tion thej maintained with his throne Butin IGa3, Aunmgzchc, 
after his second repulse from Cmdahar, was appomttd to 
the Dvccaii, end determined to obtain an mdcmnity for hts 
di-»appomtmc!it m the Bubjugation of tho two kingdoms of 
Bctjaporo and Golconda. 
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m tlio somco of a*tlnmf>inl mcrclinnt ^^Ilo looI» Jmn to Go! 

1 on(h, uiid bcquenlhed h« bn^suiiPts to liim The enteq nzinff 
5 oiith croli'^rkp 1 m mnnhme tradOt and ftrms<icd prcnligioiia 
\\ e-Uth nnd l une to bo hold la hign estimation for Ins talents 
niid probity ni cAcry Mahomedan court m Asia Ho cntcro I 
the royal sonict of Golconda, and gradually ro^o to the 
pupremo direction of affaire IFo led an army to tlio poiifh» 
and extended the authority of the king over the chiefs 
a%ho 5’ct cnjo3ciJ indcj cridciico, and it was while absent on 
this cxpcdilion that hin ooti, hlabomcd Ainin, bj sotno sni 
jwsed act of disrespect, incurred tiled splcnsurc of liis sorerc gn, 
„ «, After Joomla Bol cited that consideration for his 

A taev of 0 1 Bon n Inch ho considered his own son ices entitle l 
rn'SfiheURj to, but meeting with a refusal, made an 
appeal to Auningtcbc wbith that imncc was but 
loo happy to take up Under bis infliionce, Shall Jehan was 
jiduccd to send a haughty missive to Abdoolia to grant 
redress to the jouth which tlio King answered ly placing him 
in confiniincnt, and conSscaling liisfathcrscstatcs An order 
v\ as then sent to Vucuiigzcbc from Delhi to enforce compliance 
bj the Bword, and ho entered upon tlio execution of it with 
that craft which was the prominent feature of his character 
tluoiigh life He assembled a large ormy, giving out that 
ho was about to proceed to Bengal to celebrate the mamago 
of h s son with the daughter of his brother tho viceroy of 
til it province IIo advanced towards Hyderabad with tho 
iiio&t friendly professions, and the unsuspecting Abdoolia 
V>iepa\-cd to welcome hiBvmth a magnificent entertainment, 
when be found himself treacherously ossadod by tl e Mogul 
army and constramed to Bcek refuge m the fortress of Gol 
conda A large portion of Hyderabad was burnt down, and 
the city subjected to indscnminato plunder, by which tho 
booty which AuningzebeAad destined to h mself, tell to his 
soldiers The king of Golconda, reduced to extremity by 
th 8 sudden and unprovoked assault, was constrained to sub- 
mit to tho hareh terms imposed, by Aurungzehe, — that he 
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kIiouII bestow Ins dnugbter on one of hio sons, witb n nth 
douiy, and pay up a croro of ropccs, as the first mstalmcut 
of an annual tnbute Shah Jeban, who hao a conscieneo, 
remitted one fifth of this sum, and, inviting Meer Joomla to 
Delhi, inTcsfetl him with the office of vizier 
Asau-tooCe* Having thus reduced Colconda to submi&sion, 
}sp>re its Aurungzebe resolved to att tck Beejapore, and he 
had not long to wait for a pretext Ikfahomed Adil Shah 
dedm IGaG, and bequeathed the kingdom to his son, ayouth 
of nineteen, nho mounted the throne without paying that 
homage which the emperor pretended to consider due to him 
It was, therefore, given out that the youth was lUcgitmiatc, 
and that it belonged to the emperor to nominate a successor 
The war which arose on tbii. unwarrantable claun W3« 
pi.rhap«, a more wanton and heinous aggro sioa than 
any to be found in the darkest annals of India Aleer 
Joomla, as commander in cIucT, and Aurungzebe, as his heu 
tenant, suddenly invaded the temtones of Beejapore Tho 
Mahratta chieftains m the service of that state, nobly ralhcd 
roimd tho throne, but the abruptness of the irruption, ren 
dered it impossible to collect a sufficaent force — a large portion 
of the army being absent m the Carnatic — or to resort to the 
u'lual means of defence The forte of Beder and Koolbuiga 
Merc captured, the eountrj was laid waste with fire and 
sword, and the capital was invested. The ting made the 
most humble Snpphcations, and offered to purefea'se peace 
bv the payment of a crore of rupee'’, or any sacnllce the 
pnneo might demand , but every offer was stendy rejected. 
The extinction of the dynasty appeared inevitable, when an 
event occurred in the north, which gave it a respite of thirty 
yean. News came postmg down to the Deccan that tht, 
emperor was at the point of death, and that tho contest for 
tho empire had begun \nningzebc#vas olhgctl to hasten to 
the capital to look after las own interests, and the siege of 
TJeejapore was raised. 
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_ , , bhah^Jehan had four sons, Dmi, the eldest 

The four *oni cl j i i. 1 * 

bhahjehan had bcCR declared his successor, and admitted to 
a considerable share of the government He had 
great talents for command, and an air of regal 
dignity, he was frank and brave, but haughty and rash 
Soojah, the second son, the viceroy of Bengal, had been 
accustomed to cml and mihtaiy command from his youth but 
was greatly addicted to pleasure The third, Aunmgzebc, 
was tne most able and ambitions, as well as the most subtle 
and astute member of the family, while llorad, the youngest, 
though bold and generous, waa little more than a mere sot 
Daia was a freethinker of Akber’s school , Aurungzebe was a 
bigoted Mahomedan, and contrived to rally the orthodox 
around him by stigmatizing bis brother as an infidel Tlie 
claims of primogeniture had always been vague and feeble in 
the Mogul dynasty, and the power of the sword generally 
superseded every other nght^^when, therefore, fourpnnccs, 
each with an array at his command, equally aspired to the 
throne, a contest became inevitable 

Boojsi teiiutt » Soojah was the first in the field, and nd^anced 
Bei 4 ,i 6 S 7 ffQiQ Bengal towards the capita! Morad tlio 
viceroy of Guzerat, on hearing of his father s illness seized 
the public treasure, ami assumed the title of emperor 
Aurungzebe, after having extracted a large supply of 
money from the king of Bcejaporc, granted him a peace, 
and adianccd 111111 his army to the nortlllm boundary 
of his pioMnce His object was to cajole Morad whom 
lie saluted as emperor, and congratulated on hia now dignity , 
declaring tint as for lumbclf his only dot-iro was to rcnoimco 
the world and proceed on j ilgnroagc to AIccca after ho h id 
liberated his father from the thraldom of the irreligious 
Dara Morad lias simple enough to bcl eve tlitst, profes- 
FiouB and united his army^o that of Aunmgzebc on the banks 
of the Nerbu Ida, when the two brothers advanced tounnls 
the capital 
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Piradcfcio prep-ircd to meet both these attacks He 

«<w ah Auruns despatched rija Jcy Sing, of Jcyporo, to oppose 
Soojah, and raja Jessnunt Smg to encounter 
I s iShah Auriingzehc The selection of two Hindoo gene 
* rals to command the armies which were to decide 
the fortunes of the Mogul throne affords strong cMdenco of 
the fee’mgs of lovalty which the ■wise pohey of A1 bar had 
inspired Tust it this janctarc Shah Jehan was restored to 
health and icbiinied the functions of government but it was 
too late to quench the ticmuits of strife The imperial force 
came up witli Soojah at Bcnaies and he was defeated and 
obliged to fly to Bengal 'll c iiinted armies of Amoingzebe 
and ilorad encountered jesswunt Smg near Oojein, and 
defeated him and then adianccd with 35,000 troops to 
the ncighhouihood of Agia Para came out to meet them 
>rith a superior force, estimated at 100 000 foot, zO 000 horse, 
liid 80 pieces of cannon In the 6ei<jc and bloody battle 
uLeh ensued Dara was completely ovurpoivcrcd and fled 
fiom the field mth a remnant of baicly 2 000 men The 
i ictonoua Aurungzebe entered the capital deposed Ins father, 
and asaumed the whole power of the empire 
Cfuni«ci- of The cJiaracter of Shah Jehan is aptly described 
6-iiihJtiun ijy Jjja native biographer “ A1 bar was pre emi 
lent as a warrior aud as a lawgner Shah Jehan for the 
incomparable qjdor, and arrangcraont of his finances and the 
internal administration of the empire ’ Though he drew a 
icicnuc of thirty crorca of rupees annually from his dominions, 
w hich did not include the Deccan it is generally asserted that 
the country enjoyed greater pitrspcnty during ins reign than 
under iny of lus predecessors it has therefore been cliarac- 
ttnSed ns the golden age of the fifogul dyn istj This is a 
bignihcant fact, since th s prospcnly caunot be attributed to 
arj cnhghtened policy, or to any ?jcourogeiient given by 
the cmpcroi to the pursuits of industiy , it w as owing sunpl^ 
to that resj ite from the ravages of war which afforded the 
pn Muces wjlLi i the Indus scope foi the development of their 
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rcsawrccs Sli ib Jclnn wan unquestionably the most magm 
liccnt prince of the house of Baber, find perhaps of any other 
Maliomcihn dyaiasty The pomp of his conrt, and the cost 
1 ness of nil his establishments almost stagger our 1 chef , but 
with a treasury which rcccucd COO crorcs of nipccs daring 
twenty years of peace, \\lnt might not a monarch do, who 
had only his own to consuttf In nothing was the splon 
dour of his taato more manifest than m his buildings It ivas 
ho who founded tho new city of Delhi, in which his castellated 
j alace, with its spacious courts and marble halls, and gilded 
domes, was the most attractnc object. Of tliat palace the 
noblest ornament was tho fir famed peacock throne blazing 
with emeralds rubies, d amonds, and the moat costly stones, 
the value of which was eslimated by a European jeweller 
and trarcller at sue crorcs of rupees To him tho country was 
indebted for the immacalato Tij licbal the mausoleum of his 
Queen the pndo of India and the admiration of tho world 
But all bis cstabUshments were managed u itb such circum 
spcction, that after defraying the cost of lus expeditions 
beyond the Indus, and maxntammg an army of 200 000 horse, 
he left in his treasury, according to his native histonan, a 
sum not short of twenty four crores of rupees. 


CHAPTER VI 

AenuKGrEBE 1658 — 1707 

ATmtJi.Gnnjs having thus obtained possession 
of tl e capitpl and the trcasuiy, threw off the 
mask. He no longer talked of a i ilgnmagc to 
Mecca, but at once assumed all tlio powen of 
govemment, and took the title of Alumgeer, tho I^rd of tl e 
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^orld 2 Ii 3 f itlicr was placed in capti^nty in his own 
jnlace, yet treated with the highest respect, but though he 
survived this event seven years, hia reign ended with his 
confinement AnruDgzebe did not, however, consider himself 
secure while there was a single relative left, who might 
di&turb hi3 tranquillity As he had now no further use for 
'Morad, he invited him to an entertammenj, and allowed him 
to drmk himself into a state of helplessness, when he.was 
taken up and convejed to the fortress of Agra Dara, after 
hi3 defeat near Agra, had escaped to the Punjab, where, with 
the resources of that province and of Afghanistan, he might 
possibly have made a stand bad not Aurungzebe piirsncd him 
with promptitude, and obliged him to retreat to MooUan, and 
ihcncc to Guzerat The emperor then quitted the pureuit, and 
hastened to encounter liis brother Soojah, who was advancing 
a second time from Bengal to cjmtcst the throne The battle 
lictw cen the brothers was fought near Allahabad, when Awning 
zebo was for a time placed m extreme pcnl, by the treachery 
of raja Jenwunt Sing, who, m a fit of disappointment, had 
come to an aeoommo<htton with Soojah, and suddenly fell on 
the emperot'sbaggage Ihcconslancyandvalourof Aurung 
7cbo, however, restored the day Atone penod of the engage 
ment his elephant became unmanagablc from its wounds and 
the cmjicror was on the point of descending from hm scat 
when Sfeor Joomla, who was by Ins side, exclaimed, "jou 
descend from l^ie throne,” op winch the legs of the animal 
were bound, and Anningzclic contmuoil to animate lus troops 
hia prc'scnco fcoojah was completely defeated, and tho 
cmi>cnir rttiimcil to Pilhi, leaving hta own son Afaliomcd, 
ami >r<H.r JoomlSi to follow up tho vicloiy They pursued 
tliepnnco In Monghir, and from thcace to llajmalial, which he 
ha I niado hi^ cq ital and adorned with iioblo edifices , bnt 
hia pursuerB gave him no rcsjitc awl hunted Imn down to 
Picca, and then out of Bengal lie took refuge, at length, 
wiih the King of ly whom he and his whole f-wjily 

were Imibarou luurJ red. 
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fllficss , and the edifice of lug grcatne8<i, reared by bo many 
cnmcs, wagthreatenedwitlisuddendestmction "UTide he lay 
liilpless on his couch the court began to be filled irith intrigues. 
One party espoused the cause of his son, ^luazzim, another 
tint of Akbar Je^sunint Smg was advancing from Joudh 
pore, and "Mohabet from Gabul, to liberate and restore Shah 
Jehan, but Aurungzebe having passed the crisis of his dis 
case, caused himself to be propped up m his bed, and sum- 
moned the olheers of his court to renew their homage to him 
His recovery dissolved the various projects to which his 
illness had given birth , and Muazzim had to wait fortj five 
j cars for the crown * 

MewJoemim A short tune previous to the illness of the 
emperor, llecr Joomla, who had been appointed 
scatMcco. Ticoroy of Bengal, on tbs expulsion of Soojih, 
entered upon hts unfortunate c^cpedition to Assam, m the hope 
of adding that kngdom to the Mogul dominions He as^em 
bled a large army and conveyed it up the Berhampootor in 
I oats The capital of the province having been mastered 
inthout difBcultj, ho sent a pompous despatch to the emperor 
AMtUa report of liia success, promising in the following year 
to plant the Mogul standard m the nch empire of China The 
cmiwror was delighted with the prospect of treading in the 
footsteps of Ills renowned ancestor, Jcnghis Khan, and ordered 
1 irge reinforcements to Bengal But o ead reverse was 
imjvcnding The mms set ib with cxtraordinaiy violence , the 
Beiharopootcr rose boyonl its usual level, and the whole of 
the country was flooded, tho supplies of the armj •were cut 
t ff , a pestilence, probably the Asiatic cholera, broke out m tho 
tamp, and Mccr JoomH wag obliged to retreat in haste and 
di«gricc from the countrj pumied by tho exasperated Assa 
1 icsc On his return to Bengal, he expired nt Dacca, leaving 
behind him tho reputation of oiio of^lhe ablest statesmen, and 
of the greatest generals of that etimng penod Auningzebc 
cc nfcrretl all his titles on lus son, Mahomed Amin, the joulb 
« ho had been dwgroceef bv the img of Cofeonda , and ra the 
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Icviea among their own lurdy coantrymen, eicb one cow 
mandmg Jiis own mister of free lances Jaygeers, or lands 
given for m'lmtammg a body of troops, were frequently- 
granted for tbeir support Titles were likewise conferred 
upon many of the Mahratfa chieftains, but tliey were gene 
rally ancient Hindoo appellations Towards the close of 
the sixteenth century, seven hfahratta clucfs are enumerated 
as being ranged under the banner of Beejapore, and twt^ 
butof 6upcnorimportance--ttndcrthatof Ahmednugnr Itwas 
the wars which raged for a century in the Deccan, between 
the K-istna and the Taptee, tliat first taught the Mahrattas 
their own importance, and paved the way for their future ;pre 
dominance, but it was chiefly under Malik Amber that they 
made the most rapid strides towards pohticnl influence A 
community of viUago clerks and husbandmen was thus trans- 
formed into a nation of wamors, and only required the appear- 
anco of some master spmt to raise it to empire. Tbatspint 
appeared in Sevajee 

ortginofShrt Mallojoo Ilhonslay, an octirc c'tptsin of horse, 
f-B.cjMCuiwrof was employed about the year ICOOin the semee 
ScniM. Alimednugur Uis u ife, who had 

long been childless, offered her pnyers and vows at the 
Mahomedaa shnne of Sbah Seffer, and (he child to whom she 
gale birth was named Shohjec m gntitudo to the raiot He 
was bom in I ^t?}, and his father sought an alliance in thepatn- 
cim family of Jailow Itao Jn after times, when the Mahrattas 
Ind become (he arbitren* of India, (he national Idstonansendea- 
>mircd to (race the family of ■MoUojeefrom (he rajas of Chitfore, 
who claimed to be the Imcal descendants of (he great deified 
hero, Itamu , but at this period Jadow Ban spumed (ho alliance 
of so \ Icbcian a family Soon after Mnllojee su Idenly enrre 
into i>os«-?sion of n largo treasure, ncqnircd, doubtless, m (he 
■^(ahratta mode, and he ol tamed* from (ho renal court of 
Alimednugur the jaj geers of Poona, Sopa, and several other 
j laces. ISo further obj’CtiOB was nuseil to (he alliance, and 
the uuDtuU arc sai Uo bar* bew graced by the presence of (ho 
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king of Ahmcdniigtir. On the death of his father, in Ifi20, 
Slnlijcc succeeded to the ja^geer, and augmented his rmlitary 
force and imjjortancc, and entered into ii cloce connection with 
Bfahk Amber. Nine j ears otter, we find him espousing the 
cause of Jehan Lodi, but when the fortunes of that Afghan 
cluef appeared to be on the wane, he deserted his cause and 
joined the Mognls^ for wlmh he w 13 rewarded with the 
nommal honour of a commander of 5,000, and the substantial 
boon of a confirmation of lus jajgecr But bhahjeo was 
speedily disgusted with the BhitfQingjiohcy of the Mogul com* 
mandcre, and again changed sides 

piac?»»rTiRc« On the capture of the young prmce of Ahmed* 
ofi^mfdnu^r nnguT, in 163-1, he considered hiniNelf strong 
lew enough to aspire to the regency, and raised * 

another pnneo to the throne as the lawful heir of Nizam 
Shah For three years he afipcars to have mamtaincd a 
desultory warfare with the imperial generals, but was at 
length driven out of the country and obliged to seek refugo 
in the court of Beejapore, where Ins ability was kno^^’n and 
appreciated} and he was entrusted with the command of an 
expedition to the Carnatic. Hia zeal and success were 
rewarded with the grant of extensive jaygeers in Bangalore, 
and the neighbouring districts where he conceived the design 
of estabhshing an mdependent IliDdoo sovereignty, and 
resigned the petty jaygeer of Poona to his son Sevajee 
Eirtii aa 1 early Sevajce, the foLcJat of the hlahrattn empne, 
ofseraj c, was hom in 1627, and was sent, three years after, 
to reside with his mother at Poona, under the 
tucclage of Dadajee Punt — his father havmg taken a second 
wife. Dadajee managed the estate with the strictest eco- 
nomy as well as Cdehty, and remitted the revenue with punc- 
tuality to Shahjee, but contnved to reserve a small sum 
aunually at Poona He •watched over Ins youthful charge 
with assiduity, and is said to have given him an education 
suited to lus station and prospects Sevajee, however, was 
never able to read or write, but heewas skilled in the nss of 
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V Ilow and the svrord, and the •wedpona employed in the 
hlN, he ^vas expert in nil manly exerribC'', and, like his 
countiymcn, nn nccomphshed horsemnn tlis tutor did not 
neglect l»s religions lostraction, and Sovajee grew up a 
dcviiut and rigid IIindo<^ with a profound veneration for 
bmhimns, and a hearty hatred of Mahomedans ILs rangin 
atimi was excited in youth by the perusal of the great epic 
poems of India, and he longed to emulate the exploits ^yhlcb 
aic unmoitalizcd in them At the age of sixteen he formed 
«n assoa'ition with youths of wild and lawless habits, and 
engaged m himting or marauding hxpcihtions, which made 
him familiar with nil the paths and defiles of the tract whTch 
became the cradle of his power Hwng trained the inhabit* 
•ants of hia native glens— the Mawulltcs — to arms and disci 
scrajMixdoi phnc, ilc began bis career of ambition at the ago 
nineteen, b> gjiptunng Tomi, a hill fort of 
ISIS Tory difficult access In the succeeding year he 

erected a now {ortrc«s, to which lie gave the mme of 11 u* 
gur Tlicfio proceedings did not fail to exato obscn*ation 
at Peejapore, and letters were scnttoblnhjce m the Carnatic 
calling him to account for the doings of his bod, but he replied 
tint he had not been consulted by Iiun, though he could not 
dnubt that they were intended to jnj;»royp Ihejaygccr At 
the eame lime lie remonstrated with Didijco on the conduct 
of Se^ njee, nnd the tutor faikd not to repruinnd his jmpll , 
but, fimlmg tint he was Imt on pursuing a course which 
npjicvred Iikclv to injure the piT»«pccts of the fani Iv, fell a 
jny to anxiety As his end apireacbcd he n kuI tpha%c 
cxiUcd Sevajee to hn death bed, and urged him to continue 
the career on which be had entered, to jrotect Irahmms, 
kuie, and cnltuators, and preserxo the tcmiUs of the gods 
from Molatnn 
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nnd m the course of two years cxteutlod liis outliont> over 
thirty miles of temtorj He attnehed a con\oy of treasure 
proceeding to Beejaporo, and carried off three hes of pagodas 
to his cjry in the monntamB In quid succession it was 
announced that ho had captured scacn other forts and had 
moreover surpnsed the governor of Calhan, and extorted the 
surrender of all hw fortresses The audacity of these pro 
ccedijigs raised the indignation of the Bccjaporc court ai d 
Shabjee who managed all their recent acquisitions m tl e 
Carnatic, was held responsible for the proceedings of Ins son, 
thougli he pleaded, and with truth, that he had long ceased 
to*’posscs3 anj i iflucncc over Ins movements Shalijee was 
treacherously seized by the Wahratta chief of Qhorepuroy 
and brought a prisoner to the capital, where be was threat 
ened with a cruel death To procure his release, Sevajco 
then only twenty two memorialized the emperor, and offered 
to enter the unpcnal service and it is not improbable that 
Shahjeo owed bis life to the representations made by the court 
of Delhi He was however detained for four years as a hostage 
until the increasing disorders in the Carnatic conquests con 
Btramed the kmg of Becjapore to restore the government of 
them to him Dunng his father’s detention Sevajee dis 
creetly suspended his incursions but on heanng of his release 
resumed bis predatory and ambitious course and by an act 
of base treachery mo/dered the brother chieftains of Jaolee 
and appropriated their lands to bunsclf 

Beroc inter. ^Vhile AuTuogzebc WDS engaged in tlie war 
enumwu An. With Bcejapore, m 1657, Sevajee entered into 
nmeiete, i6S7 coiTespondaice with h™ and professed himself 
a devoted servant of the throne of Delhi He was" th la 
enabled to obtam a confirmation of the territory he had 
ivrested from Beejapore and was encouraged to fartl cr 
encroadiments But niF sooner had Aurungzehe marched 
towards Delhi than Sevajee began to ravage the Mogul 
temtoncs and earned off three lacs of pagodas from the 
town of Jooncrc For the more distant enterpnzes to which 
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lie a<;pircd, be fUt tbo necessity of an etTicient body of liorse, 
And ho now bc^n to tnal o the most vigorous efforts to 
organize tint light cavaby, T\hich subscqucfttlj 1 ecamo the 
scourge of Hindostan About the same time he enh&tcd his 
first body of ilahomedan troops, talung into his pay 700 
Pitans who had been unrmeJy discharged from the ecixicc of 
Btejapore, but he took the procaution of placmg tliem under 
the conimand of a Slahratta officer Tho success ot Aijnmg- 
zebe 8 efforts to obtain the throne gave ]«st alarm to Sevajeo, 
vhoaentan envoy to Delhi to espress his deep regret for 
what had occurred, and lus attachment to the throne , and 1 e 
liad tho effrontery to offer to protect the imperial tcmtoTacs 
dtmng the emperor’s obsenoe, asking only for tho transfer 
cf the Concan to himself Aumngzebc, conceiving that tho 
Bocuritj of the Slogul distncls would be promoted by giving 
Tuec.'nfan cucomagemeut U> Scaajee, consented to hi« 
?itot possession of tlic Concan Do b«t no 

IMS time in sending an army to occupy tho province 

but Ins troops were defeated with great slaughter, and he 
csponcnccd the first revorso bo had sustained since Ui** 
beginrung of his career 

AduiMianto Tlio court of Bccjaporc was at length mnsoi 
® sense of the danger arising from the inces 
i<a3 sant encroachments of tins aspiring chief, and 

Afzul Khan iias sent against bun with 000 horse and foot^ 
nrd a powerful artiUciy, oousisting of swivels mounted ou 
camels, rod ets, and other ordnance ITe arns a vain, con 
ccited noble, and manife«tcd the greatest contempt for lus 
antagonist Sevajee detenumed to defeat the object of tho 
expedition by treichcry Ho professed tho humblest sub- 
niis«ioa to the king of Beejaporc, and offered to surrender 
all his temtone*, if he might but be allowed to hope for pardon 
and acceptance Afznl Khan was "Ihrown off his guard b^ 
these artifices, and agreed to meet tho Sfahratta chief with 
onl^ a single attendant. The Bfabomedan army was stationc I 
at a distance, bnt Sernjes, acqnajotcd ns be was with tho 
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moiintaiii defiles, placed a select body of Mabratta*? in ambus- 
cade Having performed his rcbgtous devotions with great 
fervour, he advanced to the interview with all humility, and 
whOe m the act of embracing Afzul Khan, plunged a con- 
cealed weapon m Ins bowels, and despatched him with Ins 
dagger The troops of the murdered general, thus taken by 
enrpnse, were surrounded and defeated, and the whole of the 
camp ^cqmpage, including 4,000 horses, fell to the victor 
The success of this stratagem, notwithstanding the atroaty 
of the deed, served to exalt the character of Sevajee in the 
opinion of his co intrymen, and greatlj' improved his position 
lie* followed up this victory by the capture of numerous 
forts, and plundered the country up to the very gates of 
Ileojapore 

Knjco ti rt. The king now took the field m person, and sue- 
ceededm regaining ^any of the forts and much 
r«Tc 1682 . of the temtory he had lost The war was pro- 
tracted with various success for two years, but the balance 
of benefit remained a\ith the Mahratta A reconciliation was 
soon after effected between the parties, cliiefly, as lustonaris 
conjecture, through the mediation of Shahjee, who had paid liw 
son o visit. It will bo remembered, that in 1C19, Sl^allJce^^a8 
betrayed to the king of Beejapore bj tbo JIaliratfa chief, 
Ghoroptiray On that occasion, he wrote to Sevajee — “If 
5 oil arc my son, j ou must punish Bajee Ghorcpur-> of Jfoo- 
dhole ” Tliirtecnycarshadclapscdsince that act of treichcrj’, 
but St\ a^ec bad not forgotten his father’s Injunction Bunng 
Iho nar avilh Becjaporc, he leamcil that liis onrm^ had pro- 
ceeded to Moodholc uilli a slender escort, and he resolved not 
to lose this opportunity of avenging his family a>rongR Ifo 
appeared suddenly before llio town, caplnred and burned it to 
the ground, and with one exception, slaughtered the whole 
of the family and adlicrt-nis of Chorepnraj, cvin (o the 
infants m the womb. Shahjeo was delighted on heanng f f 
this vindictive exploit, and rcsolacd to his son, whom 
he had not seen for twenty years tile was received vnlh the 
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liiglicst distinction, and Sevajee attended him on foot for 
t^\elve miles. Shalijcc congratulated him on the piogress he 
lud made towards the estabtishmcut of a Hindoo power, and 
cucouriged him to pcrsercre On his return, he was entrusted 
with presents for the tmj of Beejapore, which served as 
a peace oftenng and led to a t'leaty It this penod, Seva 
Exwntof'^ jee, m his thtrty fifth year, was m po^tse^sion of 
the whole coast of the Coacan, from CalLan to 
tai6b_ Ooa, estcndiDg^abontfoor degTtts of latitudt*, and 
01 the ghaut's, from the Beema to the Wurda about 130 mile 
in length and 100 m breadth Hia armv which consisted of 
50 000 foot and 7,000 hor^e was out of all proportion to The 
territory under his authonly , but he was mce <xntly engaged 
i \ war, and be made \var support it«elf bj exactions 
siaitaKjaa Scvajeo bciDg uoTv at pcacc with Beejapore, lot 
Muiionim* loo e his plundering hordes on the ilogul temto 
utter violation of his eugagenicnts with 
Aarangzebe, and swept the couatrv op to the suburbs of 
Aunmgabad. The emperor appointed Sbitoti Jvhan his own 
inatirnil nicle, and the nephtw of Noor Jehin viceroy of 
the Deccan with orders to chastise this aggresMon and can^ 
the war into the ^laUratta domam Sliaista captured Poona, 
anl tooA. up lus rcsilcncc m the verj bou c where Sevajee 
had parsed Ins cluldhood and fcevnjee conecivcd the design 
of a'i a siiiatmg him in his bed V Mahntta foot soldier m 
the imixirial s" n ice whom ]ic b».d gamed got up a mamago 
piucc ‘Joa, which Serajeejuned m dt gviNt and was enabled 
to enter the town with Ihulj of ins f Uowera in the suite 
\fter nightfall, when tbi- town was dark aud ijuct he pro- 
cteded iinpcrceivtd tothe palace watheverv cuniLrof wluchhe 
was famd w and suddtnlj fill on it" inmate" The viceroy 
aw-ikmg suddenly from sUep, escapoil with the loss onlj tf 
0 linger, but bis sou, and mo^t of h»s guards were cut down 
bevajee, foiled In liia chief object the destruction of the 
M<xn)>, retired before the troops ci«ldl*o a 'vcaiWcd and was 
seen retuniing lo his cnC3pi| meat amidst a Lla.-» of tonhcs. 
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This danng exploit, ^so congenial With the national cliaracter, 
was regarded witli greater exultation by his own countrymen 
linn lus most splendid \ictoncs Slnista Khan was soon 
after rerallcd and sent to goaern Bengal, and the Rajpoot 
raja Jcssivnnt Sing, the governor of Gnzerat, who was left 
m romraarid was httle disposed to push matters to extremity 
against men of his own faith 

^Tijeeaiiacii TIic Operations of Sevajec, which had hitherto 
bunt, 1161 ijeen limited to the neighbourhood of the ghauts, 
n ere now extended to a more remote and a bolder cnterjinze 
Tlie city of Survt, a hundred and fifty miles distant from 
Poona, was at that period the gieatcst emponum of the 
vestem coast of India The annua! importation of gold and 
bilver from Arabia and Persia alone amounted to fifty lacs of 
rupees, and two families in the town were accounted the 
richest mercantile houses m the world It was, moreover, 
considered pro eminently the poft of the Mogul empire, whore 
all the devout Mahomedans, official and pn\atc, from the 
various provinces which yielded a rea enue of thirty millions 
a year, embarked on pilgrimage for Mecca Sevajee is said 
to have visited the city in ^eguise, and during four days 
marked the houses of the most opulent for plunder Taking 
with him 4,000 of his newly raised horse, he appealed snd* 
denly before the town, which was ill fortified, and having 
dcLberately plundered it for six days, returned leisurely to lus 
capital at Baigur He met with no resistance except from 
tlie European factories Sir George Oxenden, tho English 
cluef at Surat, defended the property of lus masters, and al&o 
that of the natives, with sudi valour and success ns to obtain 
the applause of Aurungzebc, as well as a pcfpotaal exemption 
from Bomo of the duties exacted of other merchants This wa«J 
the first occasion on whidi English and native troops camcjiifo 
contact a ith each other, ayd tlie result filled both Mahomedans 
and Hindoos with astonishment On Ins return from this cx- 
jiMih fif Shah pedition, ScvajCC heanl of thn iloalh of h s father, 
at the ageofeeventj, ami immediately asaunicdthe 
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title of raji, and be^o to stnke tbe com m Ins own name. 
At the period of his death Shahjeo was m possession not 
pnly of the estenstre japgeers aroond Bangnlore which lio 
bad received from the nja of Bcejaporc but of Amec, Porto 
Ivovo, andTanjore, m tbe south of the pcnmsula, which lie 
had subjugated, and, in consideration of his fidehty to the 
state, had been permitted to retain , 

^ ptoo Sevajee, findmg that bis power would not he 
deis Eucelore, complete unless he could command the sea as well 
as the land, had been engaged for some time m 
creating a fleet TVhile his trooja were emplojed in ravaging 
the ilogtd temtoriea np to tl e walls of Ahmednugur, %i 3 
ships were captnimg llogul TC<«sels bound to Mecca, and 
exactmg heavy ransoms from the nch pilgnms embarked on 
them In Februaiy, I 6 C 0 , he secretly drew a large fleet 
together at Malwxin, consisting of eighty eight vessels, of 
which three were large 6 b){& of thr^ masts and tbe tc 
znamder of from SO to 150 tons burden Haring embarked 
with 4 000 troops, ho proceeded to Barcelore a hundred and 
thirty miles south of Goa, whioh had long been considered 
one of the greatest marts of commerce on the western 
coast, but has now disappeared even from the map Xhere he 
obtained immense booty and returned to bis capital before it 
was known that he had embarked ITns was the Erst espe 
dition at sea which he headed in person , it was also his last, 
for a violent gnle drove his vessel down the bay he suffered 
6 eriou«ly from sea sickness, and his spintual guide assured 
him that this was the mode in which his tutrfor deity had 
manifested his di&pleasure at such a heterodox enterpnse 
SeT»j«fut.Diia On his return from this voyage Sevajee found 
to Annmffietie, that a powerful Mogul army, commanded by the 
renowned raja Jej Sing and Dilcre Khan, the 
Afghan general, had entered histcrri^ones Auningzebe, who 
was an intense bigot, felt greater indignation at the interrup- 
Uoa of the hol^ pilgnms jwocccding to the Prophet s tomb 
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than at the assumption of the title of raja, the plunder of Suiat. 
the coinage of money, or any other aggression of Scvaiec On 
tins occasion Sc\ ajee was attacked with the greatest impetu* 
osity hy tUn generate, and felt his mabvUty to cope 

ith an ainij bO greatly Bupenor to his omi He was, thci'e* 
foie, induLctl to call i council of Lis officers, at ■uhiJi hd 
appeared the most inesolnte of all, and it 0 % as rcsolv cd to 
ente;^ into negotiations with the enemy They ended in 
the Convention of Poorunder, by which lie engaged to icstoie 
all the forts and districts bo bad taken from the Jlogiils, aith 
the exception of tn elve, wlucb, n itb the territory around them, 
yitldmg a revenue of a lac of pagodas a year, he was to hold 
as a jaygter dependent on the emperor But ho dexterously 
inserted a clause w hicb would have ov crbalinced all lus Io‘>sc‘» 
In lieu of some pretended claims on the old Uizam Sliahco 
state, bo asl cd foi certain assignments winch ho termed the 
c/iOHf, and the tur Ush mookhee on some of the Bcojaporo dis 
tneta above the ghauts, the charge of collcoting wliicli ho 
oBcrcd to tal c on himstU This is the first mention in history 
of the celebrated claim of the cAout, or fouilh of the icvcnuc, 
Tincrtpnof "Inch the Mahratlas sub-icquontly marched over 
uietAflut. India to enforce So aimoua vv as So' vjee to g<.t 
thepnnciilo of these exactions admitted, that he otfered n 
pesheush or donative cf forty lacs of pagodas — nearly a imllion 
Kterlmg^ — to bo paid bj iinual instalments, q,nil engaged to 
niamtani nn addition d body of troops for the cini>cror h scr 
vice In the letter vvhidi Auruugzclo viTOtc to 1 im on th a 
occasion he confirmed all the Elipulations of the coiiventioi, 
but made no allusion to the chont or gur-tlah wooVte, | robablj 
because he did not compreliond the insidious tendeuej or even 
the import of tlie«iO barbarous terms But Sevajoo chose to 
conRidLr *lio siUnco of the emperor as ou ncl rio«kdgment ot 
these claims, v\hicli from tins tiinofoninrd, it bccaint Ihopani- 
n omit oljc-ct of Mahritta |)oIicy to extend to tverv pinvnici 
Revajec, liavang now cnte’Tjd the in|KrorB Btrvict, 
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fcrajte Htackj joinod the imperial army vrith 2,000 boisemen 
T^uDe^* and 8,000 foot, and marched ngnmst Bcejapore 
1666 ^ The Mahtntta horse in the Borvicc of Beejaporc,— a 

portion of which was commanded by "Vencajee, the half- 
brother of Sevajec, — greatly distinguished themseh ca ui this 
war, nor were the Mahnttasinthesemceof the cmpcrorless 
conspicuous for their valour, Aimingzcljp wrote a coinpli- 
nieutary letter to Sevajec, inviting him to court, and he 
proceeded to Delhi nith an escort of 1,500 horse and foot 
1 ho emperor had now an opjiortumty of con\erting a formi- 
dable foe into a zealous adlierent, but, cither be had not the 
tact of conciliation, or hia pride rendered him blind to life 
interests Sevajee found hunself tieated with wanton insult, 
and presented at the durbar m company with tiobles of the 
third rank. Ho left tlic imperial prebcnct burning with indig- 
nation, and asked leave to return to hia jaygeer But the 
object rf the emperor was to detain him and his residcncewas 
beleaguered and all his moacmente watdicd, he contnved 
however to elude the Mgdance of the emperor’s guards, aud 
caenped in a basket, and reached Ins own dominions m the 
disgttwe of a pdgnm in December, 16CG 
A nnjnrto* The raja Jcsswimt Smg, and pnnee Muazzim 
were sent to command in the Deccan, — the Maho- 
poi ty 16(18 63 medin fond of pleasure, and the Hindoo of money 
Sevajf e gratified tiie avance of the raja wth large gifts, and 
through him was enabled to ipakc J»s peace n ith the emperor, 
who made an addition to his temtones and conferred on him 
the title of raj \ The Mahratta mannsenpts asenbo this un- 
oaivctcd lenity on the part of the emperor to the design he 
tlicrished of again docojang Sevajee into bis power About 
llio same time a treaty was conduded between the king of 
Beejapore and Auningzcbc, by which tbe former ceded the 
firt and territory of Solaporc, yicVling near two hes of 
I agodas a year Sevajeo now prepared to enforce ins chim 
of ciout on tbe districts of Beeyipore, alluded to in tbe Con- 
lentioa of Boorunder, but the Jwwr cf that stat» j iwhasoJ 
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CiCmption by ogrccmg to an oimuil pajmcnt of tnrce bcs of 
njpccs S< mo agreement of a Rimilar character appears to 
have been entered into by the minister of Golconda for 
Bom of five Kca of nipces Having noev a season of greater 
leisure than ho had hitherto enjo^ cd, Sea ajee employ ed the 
acars 1CC8 and 1G6D m rcxising and completing the intern d 
orrangemonts of Ips goaemment There is nothing vhich 
gi\o^HS6oliighan opinion of Jiia genius ns tlicspint of n•l^ lom 
wluch pcr\adeshis civil polity It is impossible to belold 
without the greatest admiration, a rough soldier, vho was 
unable to read or write, and who had for twenty years I cen 
Bitnply a captain of banditti, establishing a syst#'m of admtnis 
trntion so admirably adapted to the consolidation of a great 
kuigdom ILa military organization, which was distin 
giushcd for its vigorous discipline and its rigid economy, wan 
equally suited to the object of creating a new and predomi- 
nant power ID Ilmdostan * 

Pro»i«>rity of This was also the most prosperous penod of 
Aurungzebc s long reign Tho cmpiro was at 
i6efr- 0 peace ILs father Shah Jclian had recently sunk 
into the grave, and there was no longer any dread of projects 
for his restoration The emperor was held in the highest 
respect throughout tho Mahomedan world, and received 
tokens of deference from tho most distant soiereigae. The 
Scheriff of Alecca, the Khan of tho Uzbeks, the king of Abys 
Binia, and even tho sovereign of Persia, had stnt corDpkmcn 
tary embassies to Delhi Dutthc^tlcss ambition of Aurung 
zebe again kmdled the flames of war, winch continued to 
rage without tho intennission of a single year through the 
penod of thirty seven years to which Ins reign was prolonged 
Finding it impossible to mve gle Sevajee into his power, and 
knowing that his general Jesswunt Sing was inactive under 
the inCuenco of Mahrattj> gold, be issued the roost peremptory 
orders to seize him and some of his prmapal officers threaten 
ing vengemice for neglect, Sevajee, seen g hostilities inevit 
able, prepared for the conflict with the most determmedreso- 



163 


VI 3 jTvjcrR-ur made oveh to the wogcls 

• 

Inljon He opened tbe campaign by the cnplure of Si»gur]i, 
a fortress deemed uiaccessiHe to an enemy, bnt which his 
general Ulaloosray cscaUded with his mountaineers, the Ma 
vmllecs, and fell m the moment of victory Sevajec rewarded 
every private soldier with a silver bangle Pooninder, a 
lortress of equal strength and importance, was also recovered 
“With an army of 14,000 men he again plnjidercd Surat, and 
again the factors of the East India Company covered th^m 
selves with renown by the gallantry of their defence One of 
Sevajee 8 generals overran the province of Candesh, and for 
the first time leiied the chout from a Mogul district The 
most remarkable circumstance attending this distant mvasioh 
was the exaction of a wnttco document from the village 
suthontics, in which they engaged to pay one foortb of the 
goremment dues to Serajee, or to his oJEcer" Sevajee, on 
J IS part, engaged to furnish the^ wilh regular receipts, which 
would exempt them from future pillage and eusuro them 
protection 

rn eenh taxis gTcat naval arsenal of tbo Beejapore etato 
e«Motn« was the port of Jmjeerah, and it was under the 
i« i command of an Abyssinian admirak It had long 
been tho earnest desire of Sevajeo to obtain possession of 
this important harbour, and lie bad besieged it annually for 
nine years, but, owing to the infenontj of ins artilleiy, had 
invariably failed In 1670 be again brought his whole fore© 
against it, but was again bailed He endeavoured to seduce 
tho admiral from liua atlogiance by large offers , but three of 
tho subordinate officers of the port, who were personally 
obnoxious to Sevajee and detested the very name of Mah- 
latta impnsoncl the admiral, and placed both the arsenal 
and tho fleet under the protection of the Moguls. This was 
a seve-o blow to the projects of Sevajee, as it strengthened 
hia most formidable and inveterate # 00 * 1 , the Sedecs of Jm« 
jeerah, by enabling them to obtain reinforcements from Surat, 
which rendered the port iroprcgnnblc Meanwhile, the em- 
peror, dissatisfied wth the isoctivity of lus son Miiarxim, sent 
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Jloh'ibct Khan, 'willi an anny of 40,000 men to the Deccan, 
Scvajec had alwaj s a\ oidcd a pitclied battle with the Bupenor 
forces of tlie Moguls, but on this occasion he boldly resolvcij 
to try conclusions vitli themin the open field The result was 
the most complete victory the Malirattas had ever gamed, 
and no tntiing increase of tlieir confidence The attention 
of the emperor wfis soon after drawn to Afghanistan, and 
the war with faevajeo languished. 

Aurungzebe In The turbulent Khyberccs and Eusiifzies, the 
i67s.pQj.pj,jy.^5 qJ pcacc and order, had again 

broken outm open revolt lliey had defeated Mahomed Amm, 
tire son of Meer Joomla, and destroyed his anny in the passes, 
—subsequently rendered memorable by tlie annihilation of a 
British army,— and obliged him to redeem lus women and 
children by a heavy ransom TJie emperor determmed rt 
first to undertake tlio subjugation of iJicso incomgiblo high* 
landers in person, and marched with a large force ns far as 
Hussun Abdal, but soon after transfcircd the com.tiand of 
the expedition, m which little glory was to be reaped, to his 
Bou The war occupied two years, and the emperor was at 
length happy to terminate it by accepting the nominal subnus- 
neToii oftu« tribes On his return to Delhi he found 

Sucnamuet*. liimstlf Suddenly involved in a most formidable 
difficulty unstng from a most insignificant cause 
A sect of Hindoo devotees, called Sutnaram^cu, living in the 
town of Narnoul, agnculturahsts by profession but always 
bearing arms, were thrown mto a state of extreme excitement 
by the violence of a police soldier The emeute gradually 
giewmto a rcaolt The de\otccs a'SBcmblcd by thousands, 
and being joined by some disaffcoled zetnmdars and men of 
note, defeated a body of troops sent against them The pro 
^mccsof Agra and of Ajmere were thrown into commotion, 
and the imperial army rfirnnJcfrora collision with enthusiasts, 
who weio said to possess the magical power of rcsiatuig 
bullets The tact of Aunmgzcbe at length succeeded m 
putting down a rebellion whidli <*lireatciicd his empire. Ha 
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cati'^cd texts of tlic "Koran tolje bitten on slips of papei and 
attached to his standard, and his troops, now bcheving them- 
6*lreg protected from the spells of the enemy, oLtamed an 
ea^sy victoiy 

This event wonld scarcely be worthy of notice, 
»ecujM the but for the disastrous results which sprung from 
Uiad«as, 1677 Afcbi,r and his two successors had adopted 
the hbeni nad sound policy of reconahng the Hindoos to 
the Mogul power by grantmg them religious liberty and 
equahty Dunng a centoiy of toleration the Kajpoot chiefs 
became the firmest supporters of the Mogul throne But the 
bigottcd \.uru!ig 2 cbt tatertamed a strong religious hatred of 
all mfideU, thoagh from motnes of policy, he still continued 
to employ Fajpoot troops ns a counterpoise to his Mnhomedan 
sold ers and had formed two farnOy alhances wjth Pajpoot 
punce«ses From the hcgmnii^g of his reign, all his moi 
sures hnd breathed a spirit of mtolerasce, but it was not tSI 
lus feelings were embittered by the wnnt of success la the 
K1 yber, and the revolt of the Hindoo devotees, tbdt he entered 
upon a systematic persecution of the Hindoos He issued an 
edict forbidding all governors any longer to receive Hmdoos 
into the I nl 1 c semce and order^ thojt^ -ro, or poll tax, to be 
impcr-od on all who were not Mahomedaos. The tax was oiLous, 
not so much from its pressure, being le^a than three quar 
ters pc’" cent, oq income, as from its teuig a ‘ tax on mfidel " 
and a token of religious degradation On going to proiers 
at the mosque after this edict, his waj ivas blocked up by 
Bupphants whom his guards were ordered to disperse, and 
mai \ of whom were trampled to death by his horses and 
elephants After this example *f eeventy, the tax was 
Bulhnly submitted to So severe was the persecution, that 
not only were the pagodas destw^d throughout Bengal but 
in the holy city of Benarts the sanctuary of nindooism tho 
most eacrod temj les nere dmohshod and mosques c'vctcd on 
the ruins, wliile the images -werB used as steps for tho faitlifnl 
<0 tread on 
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EcToitofth# These Violent proceedings produced great dis 
Kigpoota 1678 affcction m every province, but no open levolt, 
except in Rajpootana, and for the Rajpoots the emperor had no 
sympathy His father and grandfather were, indeed, the ofl 
spring of Rajpoot princesses, but he himself was of unmixed 
Tartai blood It was not, however, till after the death of the 
two celebrated Mahratta generals avhobad been the prop of the 
throne, raja Jey feing, of Jcypore, and raja Jesswunt Singi 
of Joudhpore, that Aurungzebe ordered the jezzia to be itn 
posed on his Hindoo subjects Jesswunt Sing had rccmtlv 
died m the imperial service at Cabul, and his widow had re 
thmed to Delhi with her two sons, on her way to their natw e 
country Aurungzebe, anxious to detain the children as 
hostages, surrounded them encampment with his troops , but 
Doorga Dass, the faithful servant of the family, extricated 
them by the most mgenious contrivances from the toils of 
tho emperor, and conveyed thehi in safety to their own capital 
The insult thus inflicted on this noble bonse served to ronso 
tho indignation of the Rajpoots, and, with the exception of 
the raja of Jcypore, who was bound to the imponal family by 
many intermarriages, the whole of Rajpootana was m a blaze 
The emperor lost no time in mardung mto tho country, and 
constrained the rana of Oodypoie to mabo his submission 
Favourable teims were granted to lum, ami a cession of tern* 
tory w as accepted ni lieu of tho poll tax But soon after be 
took up arms again aud Aurungzebe, cxa‘>pcr^ted by tins re 
newed opposition to lus wishes, summoned tronp'» from every 
part of India even from the province of Bengal and let them 
loose on this unhappy country The prince vns ngnmdriicn to 
tl e mountains, •the women nod children w ore carried into cap* 
tmty and the country was consumed by Are and sworl Tho 
ahcualion of the Rajpoots from thehloguls was now complete 
After tins penod theywefc often at peace with Auruugzcl o and 
hi3 successors, and furnished their contingents ot troops, and 
accepted thegovomment of prorinecs, hut that cordial alf'ich* 
incut which had made them tlio Jiulwarks of tho cmpirt. for 
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more than a Irandred years, was gone. Iflmng: this war with 
the Eajpoots, the cmbamrameats of the emperor were m- 
.creased by the defection of Jus son, pnnce Afebar, who went 
orer to the enemy and advanced scddeoly upon the unpenal 
camp with an array of 70 OOO AumngEebe was m unmment 
danger of bemg captured with his slender escort, hut with 
his accustomed craft he succeeded in sewing dissensions 
among the adherents of the pnnce, who found Limself 
generally deserted, and sought refuge with the Hahi^ttas, 
accompanied by the faithfo) Doorga Dass, and 500 Rajpoots 
VT 9 jce lasuiDM To letaiTi now to the progress of Sevajee In 
iDjaitr isit j(j72 he appears to have proceeded on a sccyet 
expedition to Golconda, and extracted nine lacs of pagodas 
from the king \irhiJe Aumngzebe was employed m Afghan- 
istan, he took advantage of the death of the tang of Beeja- 
poro and the weakness of a nuaonty, to annex the whole of 
the CoQcau and the odjemin^ ghauts, with tho exception of 
the ports held by the Boghsh, Fortugue'^e, and Al^ssuiians 
He had longstmck the com in bis own name, and be now 
determined to proclaim hts independence and assume all tho 
ensigns of rojalty After many rchgious solemnities, on tho 
auspiaous day fited by tho bTabnuos the Cth of June, 1674 
he ivas enthroned nt Faigar, and announced himself as tho 
“ornament of the Klisetnju race, the lord of the royal 
umbrella,’ —the ch ttru pu(ee of modern India, the satrap of 
ancient Persia In ntwr^nce with tho custom of oncntal 
jnneeshe vas weighed against gold, and the money wis 
dstnhutcd amongst the brahnms to the amount of 16,000 
j agenhs, for, to thiir chagrin, be was found to weigh only 
tin fitouc The next jear he cent nn army for tho first time 
aiross the herlu Ida, and raiagcdi the jrovince of Guzerat 
In the 3 ear 1676 be uudertook one of the 
t most cxtraohhnary csjeditjons recorded in Indian 

*^*™*“^ ’* *■ history, whether we regard the boldness or the 
e«co-«‘« of U c dc« gn It was d rectrd to the rccoverj of tho 
paternal jaygeer, hc^ Ibj ^ua fiatf broUitr I tucajci., as a inssat 
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of Beojnporc, andHho extension of his conqnosts m tlic south 
of India Having' bribed llic Mogul general Khan Jthan ^vlio 
directed the operations against him, and obtained an armistice* 
ho made the most judicious provision for the protection of Iih 
forts until his return At the close of IfTC he marched 
to Golconda with a force of 30 000 horse and 40 000 font 
and, through the medium of the chief minister, a Mahratta 
entered into a compact with tho sovereign, wiio engaged on 
Ins to cover Sevajec’a temtones dunng his absence, 
while Sevajee agreed to grant 1 ira a moiety of all 1 is con 
quests, wi h tho exception of the paternal cst itcs After a 
month of negotiation and tho receipt of a large supply of 
money and artillery, bo sent forward 1 is army and pioemtod 
lumsolf to pay lus devotions at the celebrated slmue of Fur 
wuttun >(abed and covered with ashes he assumed tl o guise 
of a Hindoo jogco or devotee, and having for mne dajs com 
imttod vanoua acta of supcrslitious folly, wljich at one time 
alarmed 1 is attendants for his sanity, resumed tl c command 
of the army, and marched by Madras in the beginning of May 
Fort after fort was surrendered to lum , but the roost extra 
ordinary exploit of tlus expedition was the capture of Ginjcc, 
the inaccessible fortress of the south, “ tenable by ten men 
against any force that could be brought against it ” He had 
now advanced six hundred in les from his own capital, and at 
Tnvadee had an interview with lus brother, Veucajee wl o 
held Tanjore and the other tem^nea bequeathed to bun ly 
Sbahjee These domains be rtfused to share with Sevajet, 
who thereupon took forcible possession of the whole of tl o 
jaygeer, while hia horse ranged through the Caniafio aud 
subjected ittoplnnder wherever the exaction of the clout was 
resisted, but no portion of either land or money did 1 e allot 
according to hia agreement, to the king of Golconda Mean 
while tie Moguls attack<:d that state, and bevajee lavin'’ 
come to an undeistandingwith his Tanjoro brother returned 
to his own dominions and readied Raigur m the mid lie of 
1G78, after an absence of eighteen months 
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AtUcI: 6f Bc(]a- A formidable anny bad been sent by Avmmg 
pore, 16J9. ^ebe nuder Dilcre Qian to besiege Beejapore , 
»nd tbe regent, during the ting's minonty, mvol cd the aid of 
Se\ ijee, who etipuJatod as tbe pneo of his assistance for th*» 
cession of tbe Raichore dooab, or country lying between the 
Toombudra and the Kistno, and the bovereignty of his father s 
jaj geer and of tbe conquests he had madev m the sontlx To 
create a cbvcision m favour of Bccjaporc, he proceeded nprth 
ward, and laid waste all the country between the Beema and 
tlie God-^very, and plundered tl e town of \urungabad for 
tlnce daj &, though the Mogul viceroy was at that time resid 
mg m it After bis return from this expedition he cai tured 
tv enty seven forts, and on the receipt of an express from the 
regent of Beejaporo hastened to (he succour of the town On 
the Lne of march, liis sun, Sarabajee, wlio had been placed in 
confinement I y Ills father for^an attempt to violate the xvifo 
of a brahmin, made his escape and went over to the Mogul 
genera! Sevajee retired to Panalla to devise means for the 
recovery of tho youth and sent lus army to Beejapore, which 
was mating a noble defence Tbe Alai ratta gcncials cut off 
flU Slip). lies from the euciajs '•atop, and eventually obliged 
Dilcre Khan to raise the siege At the same lime Sambagee 
returned to his allegiance and was placed under restraii t by 
Death of s«»»- his father Butin the midst of these eienfsall 
1 <r sin Ajrni. Sc^ajec's plans of ambition were cut short by bis 
dcatli, which liappcned at Itnirco on tbe 5th of 
April, 1G80, in tl e Gftj third year of his age 
ftucharacfer Aurungzebc conid not conceal the satisfacton 
be felt on the death of bis most formidable enemy Dunng 
the long struggle which be was constrained to maintain witli 
Sei ajee, he affected to desp se bis jxiwcr, and was accustomed 
to deride hun as tlie mountain rat, but after 1 is dc?ath ho di 1 
full justice to Ins character “He •ffas,” he said, “a grcai 
captain, and the only ono who has bad the magnanimitj to 
rai‘?o a new Vingdom, while I have been endeavouring to 
destroy tlie ancient sovctclgnties of India , my armies have 
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been employed agamst him for nineteen 5 cars, and nc^crthi- 
les*! his state lias been always increasing’ ’ This state, at 
his death, comprised a territory estimated at four Imndrccl 
imlcs m length, and a liundrcd and twenty in breadth, in the 
north , in the south ho was tn possession of h ilf the Carnatic, 
which alone was ccjual in exteut to man} kingdoms in India. 
These 1 irgo possessions were created by the efforts of his 
own genius and consolidated by a communion of hahits, rth 
gion, and language, and a common hatred of the Mahomedans 
Seaajce is one of the greatest characters in the natiro histoiy 
of India, greater than Ilydcr Ah, greater c% cn tlian Riiujcct 
Sng who, m after times followed his example, and beginning 
life as adventurers closed it as might} soiercigns He did 
more than found a kingdom , he laid the foundation of a power, 
which survived the decay of his own family His son was a 
dissolute tyrant, and his grandson a siinplctoD, from whose 
hands tlie sceptre fell , but the spirit of national enthusiasm 
which he infused into the Mahratlas m a few jiars made 
them the arbiters of the fate of India 
Soixmanof Sacnbajeo, the eldest son of Sevajee, was 
Bamuja, I6« \wiag in durance at the tune of bis father s death, 
in the fortress of Panalla, aud a party was formed among 
the Mahratta cliicfs to exclude him from the throne, on the 
ground of hia profligacy Bat he succeeded m estabh'shmg 
his authority and was acl nowlcilgcd the sovereign of the 
Alahratta i atiou, after which be cave looac to the fcrocit} of 
h s disposition He caused one of his fall or s w idows as well 
as tl ose who had opposed bis sucxc^sion to bo exocuted, not 
spam g Anajee, a brahmin to whom he was under the 
greatest obligations He had none of the virtues of his 
fatl or except 1 is courage His cruelties soon al eiiated the 
great generals and statesmen wlo had assisted in buikling 
up the JIal ratta throne^ and he rendered 1 unsclf an object 
of general contempt ly his slavisli devotion to a favourite of 
tl e name of Kaloosn, a Cnnouj biahm n TTis inglorious 
rcioii of tune jcaiswas mail cdtonly 1} rash cntei prizes, or 
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roliiptuoHs excesses At the heginnmg of lus reign ho 
induced to roncT? the siege of the island of Jinjeerah, the 
.great naval arsenal of the ilognl'!, which lus father had 
attackedjearafter jear in T4m He was obliged to relinquish 
the enterpnze with disgrace, and the Steiee or Abyssinian 
admiral retaliated on lum bj ravaging the coast, and slaugli 
tenng kine, and eventually by destroying the fleet which 
bevajee had been at the greatest pains to create In the 
jeat 1681, the emperors son, Akbar, who had at first 
joined the Rajpoots, sought refuge ot (he court of Sam 
bajoc and recened a cordial welcome, bnt, becoming at 
longtli di gusted mth the folhes of that prince, be rctircd*to 
Pirbix 

Aaruaff* Kia Aurungxebe had never relinquished his designs 
theTicccjm on the Dcccan Though he had not prosecuted 
them with vigour^ bis generals bad from tune to 
time Invaded Bcejapore, and lie himself bad steadily fomented 
all the mtcmai discords m that state, as well os m Golconda, 
and encouraged the Ufahrattas to assail and plunder them 
both Having now, m a great measure, subdued the oppo 
silion of tbo Rajpoots, whiiih bad been excited solely throngli 
lus own bigotiy, he resolved to bring the whole strength of 
the empire to bear on the subjugation of the south- It was » 
nar of wanton aggression and, by a righteous retribution, it 
esliaustcd the resources and liastcucd the downfall of the 
Sfngulponer In the year 1CS3 he qmttcd Delhi nhchho 
was destined neier again to enter, with an nrmv magnificent 
beioad all former example The fmcat cavaliy was assem- 
bled from the provinces beyond the Indus and witlun it, and 
supported by a vast and well eqmpiicd infantry T1 e artillery 
consL ted of several hundred pieces scr\ ed natn e gimners, 
but directed by European® as well as an effinent body of 
sappers and miners A long train elephant^, intended ^tli 
for war and equipage, and a superb stud of hor«cs accompa 
lued the camj). There was, moreover, a largo menagene of 
leopanls and ligcr^ and Jmirks and hounds without number. 
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nml all the npi»lmjccs of field E]iort The camp, %\hiclj re* 
Bcmhlcd a moving city, Mas supplied wtli every luxury the 
age or coimtr) could furnish The canvas walls which ear*' 
rounded the cmicror’s porsoual encampment wore twelve 
hundred j arda in circumference, and the tents contained halls 
of Qudicucc, courts, cabinets, mosques, oratories, and Inths 
adorned with the ficcat ^ka and \cUtts, and cloth of gold 
There is no record of such extravagant ltixnr> m nnj modern 
encampment, and it maybe quostionodwhctliLrit was equalled 
by the Persian splendour of the army of Xerxes But there can 
Iks no question tint a thoroughly equipped and well coinTnandt-d 
force of 10,000 Europeans — cavalry, jnfantrj, and artillery— 
vv ould hav o d ^persod this host like clnfT before the vnnd 
ct, amidst all tins grandeur, the personal habits and expenses 
of the emperor were as frugal and austere as those of a 
licimit 

inTMonotthc ”'^‘th this nnwieldyanny tlio cmperir moved 
Ci>Dan,ie<ii down to Boorhanporc, and then to Aumngabnd, 
and, by a stnnge infatuation, commenced his operations by 
directing the odious jezzia to be unposed on all the Hindoos 
< f the south Contrary to all mihtnry principles he sent a 
bodj of 40,000 horse, under his Eon, pnnee j^Iuazzim, to tra- 
verse the stupendous ghauts, and enter the mantimo province 
of Concxn The pnnee reached the Concan without oppo<vition, 
except from the natural obstacles presented by this region of 
nountams and he plundered and 'laid waste every viUnge as 
he proceeded But the work of destruction rcco ^ed on the 
invaders The resources of the province were destroyed, and 
by the time the army reached the neighbourhood of Goa it 
was in a state of starvation The Alahratta enuzers inter 
repted the supphes sent from the Mogul ports, and their 
cavalry hlocl cd up the passes The wreck of this fine army, 
exhausted by hunger and'' pestilence was at length happy to 
find shelter under the walls of Ahmednugur, while Sam 
bajee, advancing to the .north, insulted the emperor by phm 
denng and burning down the town*’ of Booibaupore 
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laTstSsaof Tn 1686 Vnningzcte moved his cimp to Sola- 
Beejipore. i6?6 pfjre, and •sent his son, pnaco Azim, to attack 
^Beejapore In tliia, the last year of its national existence, the 
troops> of that'^tate exhibited the most devoted galLutry^ They 
cut off the supplies of the MoguL, intercepted all their com- 
munications and reduced the arm^ to a state of extreme peril, 
from u hidi it ivaa cxtntated only by th<ieTtnordinary exer- 
tions of Ghajte ood deen, -who, after a desperate engageqieat, 
succeeded in hringmg np a conroj of 20 000 brinjarce bul- 
locks with gram , but the pnnee conid effect nothing In 
the meantime, the king of Golconda, iboo Hussein formed 
an all auce with Sambajee who toot advantage of the omb*^ 
rassnient of the Mogul troops before Beojapore to lay waste 
the provmcG of Guzerat, and sack the town of Broach On 
the failure of the Boejapore expedition the emperor sent bia 
gcneial Khan Jebau, to attack Golconda. Mudhoon'* Punt, 
the Mahratta muiistcr of that state, bad equipped an army of 
70 000 men to meet the tnvastoo It was commanded by 
Ibralum Kliao whose siipenoirty in the field was so great 
as to place the Mogul commander completely in his power but 
II stead of pressing lus advantages, he trcacherou ly went 
over to the enemy with a large portion of bis army JIu 
dhoona was assass nated in a popular tumnlt ciated bj Ins 
enemies, and the helpless hmg sought refuge in the fortress 
of Golcond A For three iSajs IIj dcnibad was subject to plunder, 
which the llogul commapder could not restrain, and the 
wealth wl ich Auningzebe had destmed for lus own coffers 
was, to Ins mfimte chagnn, shared among the sol I ors The 
king at length sued for peace, and a treatj was concluded 
with him on condition of his pajmg a contribution of two 
crores of rupees 

Offn<iu«tofc*e AuTungzebe was now at hberty to turn his 
japor*. i6a«. wUolc strciiglb againstCccjaporc The walls were 
of hewn stone six m lea in cireumfercnce, and the artillery 
was as superior to t! at of the Moguls as it had ever been , 
Aurung ebe detcmuuod tlietcfon, to blockade the town. Tho 
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gamson beg^n to be straitened for provisions, and ils 
Patan defenders were at length obliged to capitulate 
emperor, seated on a portable throne, avas carried in tnnmpb* 
tlirough a bieacli xn the walls, and the young lang xvas con 
signed to captmty, and died within three yearc, not vrithciJ^ 
suspicion of violence On the 15thof October, 1C8G> Boojaj ore 
was blotted out of the roll of Indian kingdoms, after hands' 
enjoyed a career of independence for more than a hundred ontl 
fifty years The revenues of the country were estimated m 
the impenal registry at seven crores of rupees a year, a siiro 
which appears incredible, notwithstanding the fertility of ds 
sfjW, and the wealth poured into it by maritime commerce 
■\Vbatcvcr may have been the resources of the kingdom, iho 
Add Shahee dynasty employed them in works of utility or 
magnificence which had no rival m India ^o race of princes 
ever adorned their capital in sob^ef apenodwith sncbmagnili 
cent mosques palaces, and tomte Even at the present dov, 
after nearly two contuncs of decay m an Indian climate, tl>c 
majestic rums of the city attract the admiration of the traveller, 
morcespccially the mausoleum of Mahomed Add Shah, with ds 
dome of simple grandeur, which, hkc the dome of St Pettr*®) 
fills the eye of the beholder from every quarter 
CoTKjM tofGot The fate of Golcondawas not long delayed 
Auningzebe was determined not to allow the 
treaty which ho had recently concluded wxlh^thc king, to 
impede the ab'iorption of the kingdom Though the Jlog'd 
army was now sufficiently strongto overwl chnit, the emperor 
ogam had recourse to his habitual craft He adianccd 
into the territory with a large force, am Icr pretence of a pd* 
grunage to the tomb of a saint, and began to f mcti'O on tl e 
fears of the bewildered monarch, from whom he gmlually 
extracted all Ins treasure and jewels U is recorded, tint 
Aboo Hussein stripped 6ie inmates of his seraglio of tl eir 
ornaments to prop tiate the emperor But Anrungrebe s cold 
and siin^h nature was never capable of a generous emotion- 
The only return be mado for th^Viffcnogs was a dcdaratioo 
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of w<ir •jsrainst the unlnppj pnnce, charguig* Jum, a follower 
of the Prophet, with the crime of having empio) ed a braliTnin 
for hi3 mim>.ter, and formed an alliance mth the infidel 
ilihntta'? Ihe long though addicted to pleasure, was roused 
to mdigmtion I3 the baseacsj, of this tre-itment, and for 
seven months defended hunscU \nth a lieroi m wortlij his 
ancestors The fort of Golconda was at kggth captured, but 
onlv bv an net of treachery, and the voyil house of Koo^tib 
Shah became evtmet, after a bnlhant career of a hundfcd 
and seventy ycarx. Mognt gcneralawere “^ent to take posses 
Eioii of the districts in the Carnatic and Tchngana, which had 
been held hv the kings of Boejapore and Golconda, and thd* 
ifahraltas, leaving nothing bnt the pnnapality of Tanjorc in 
the po^^is ion of Vcncajcc, in who»c line it continued till 
it was absorbed in the Bnli«h domimoos 
coBitow la ambition of ^unmgzeho was now consnm 

ttatkoejn. mated. He had ettended bis authonty m tho 
south over Incts which had never before acJaiowledgcd tho 
BOTcreigntj of the ^Cahomedan«, and for the first time in 
seven hundred 5 oars the whole of Iniha appeared to be 
boand in alltgianco to a single head Tho yearl68S is tho 
culminating point of JIabomedan rule Tlie calamities of 
Anrungzebo commenced as soon as be had reached the Bum-* 
mit of success and tho decay of the llogul empire may bo 
dated from the fall of Golconda. The goveroments which had 
maintained order in the Dcccjm had disappeared , no system 
of equal vigour was estabhslicd m their stead The su'spiaona 
nature of Aumngxcbc prevented lum from entrusting any 
of hia generals with a fore© which they miglit he tempted by 
Us magnitude to turn agamst him The two states of Bceja- 
pore and Golconda had mamlained their authority by an armj 
of 200 000 men , the "Mogulanny, after their subjugation d I 
not ciceed S4,000 men The disbwadcd soldiery enhstc»l 
under disaffected commanders or joined tho predatory bands 
cf the ilahrattss and each petty chief, m accordance with 
the p-c^cnplive habits cf» the country, “ withdrew his 
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neck from the yoke' of obedience,” whenever it cmild bo done 
with the prospect of impunity. Aurun^ebe was incessantly 
employed in the siege of forts; there was no encigy at tlio 
bead-qnarteis of government; there was no redress for the 
oppression of the governors, while the collectors of the jczzii 
extorted milhona from the wretched Hindoos, and exaspciatcd 
them against the Mogul conquerors. The Deccan became a 
scene of boundless confusion, and tlic last twenty years of 
the reign of Aurungzebe presented a constant succession of 
conspiracies and revoltb, which consumed the strength of h'® 
army and of the empire. 

iSathofSiun- Sambajec, infatintcd with his favourite and 
b^je*. 1689 iramcrscd in low pleasuics, vie^ ed v ith imhffcr- 
enco the fall of Beejapore and Golconda, though it enabled tho 
Moguls to concentrate their efforts upon the Mahrattaa 
Aurungrebo had taken possession of the open country', 
was engaged iu besieging the Torts, when Sambajee v'as sur- 
pnsed duimg a drunken revel, and conveyed as a prisoner to 
his presence. After the insult offered to the imperial power 
by tho plunder of Coorhaoporo and Broach he liad sworn that 
“he would never return to Delhi till ho had seen the bead of 
the Mahratta weltering at his feet.” The hfo of Sambajeo 
was offered him ou condition that he would turn Musuliuan. 
The haughty son of Sevajee replied, “Not if you would give 
me your daugliter in mamage,” and at the same time poured 
a torrent of abuse on tho Prophet. Aurungzebo ordered his 
tongue to be cut out for his bla8ph''my, and finally put him 
to death with the most excruciating tortnrea. Though 
Sanibajce had hved nine years omidst the contempt of his 
subjects, his tnigic end created a strong feeling of pity omotig 
them, and gave a keen edge to that spirit of hostility v\hicb 
they cherished towanls the Mahonicdans Tlic flagitious cxe* 
cutmn of Sambajoo, wlifcdi ha* left a slain of tlic deepest dio 
ou thv clnracttr of Aurungzebe, was not only a '•rime, but an 
error. It waa tho sowing of tho dragon's tccili, of which 
Uiu ciiq><.iur ru i|>cd au ahmidaiit lurvcst Lcfoio hia dcatlu 
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^ , The Mahratti*s miible any longer to look 

S!^^oo. ti ng 6f ' , ' ° 

»ti Mjinitai, auload for assistauce^ and pressed by the whole 
power of the ilognl empire, were obliged to bend 
to the storm The cabinet of mmistcrs elected Sahoo, the 
infant eon of Sambaje^ though then a captive m the 
omperors camp, to fill the throne, and nppomted his imcle, 
Ram raja, regent Of the great kingdom fiSunded by Sei ajee 
little remained in the north, and it was determined to m i\Q 
suitable arrmgi ments for preserving the remnant, and to 
transfer the. seat of Mabratla powtr to the south Ram- 
rajo, with twenty five chiefs, made tus way m disguise through^ 
the Cirnatio amidst aranetyof adrentmes, on which the 
national historians delight to dwell, and established hia 
court at the fortress of Ginjce, which Sevajee conquered in 
ir7G, Iittto dreomuig at t^io time that it was one day to be 
come the refuge of his family Jtam nja, od his arrival, laid 
aside the character of regent and assumed the ensigns of sore- 
•cignty, amnging his court ja the model of that of his father 
w»hTattad«rre- 1° *^*6 followwg year ho sent two of lus 
dsiti at, i««. generals, Suntajee and Dhunnajee, with a force 
which meteased on its progress, to plunder the Mogul tem 
tones and distract their attention They extended their ravages 
to the neighbourhood of Satara, where Ramchundcr, who 
had heen entrusted with the ^lahratta interests in tlio 
north, devised a new plan for damaging the Moguls Ho 
conferred the right of levying the cfout and eur ilesh moolee, 
and of hjing a\asto the districts w hich refused these exac- 
tions, nil every Maliratta chief who could bring his retainers 
into the fi(.ld At the same time he created a new demand of 
(jlana dana, or fonge money, which svas to be the individual 
perquisite of each clucftain Under this new irapuKc, every 
mountain and valley pouted forth its inhabitants to desolate 
the } I tins, and the Mogul anthant«cs*instead of havmgono 
groat predatory arm} , directed by a slnglo head and amenable 
to obi gifniis on their hand'*, hal a monster vith a huaitred 
iead^ ft* di’i? wrrii * 
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^ , , TIic Mogul amy was ill fitted to contend with 

CmhW U« f f , Q V J , 

UcM initni tliisncwBwarmoi -warriors Itscornmuiaerswcro 
luj fixiarmici. gciiorals oomparcd With the iron chiefs of 
Akhiris diys Thty\ied with each other onl^ m cxtnra- 
pint disphj, wliile their persons were protected from dinger 
by irndding and chain armoor The spread of lu'tnr^ had 
eaten out the sj int of > alour and disapl nc, and nothing was 
BO litllo desired by them as the sight of the cncmj T1 e 
number of men for whom the otljccrs drew paj t never 
honestly maintained, and tho ranks were filled with anj cheap 
and beggarly recruits thej could pick up A force thus con 
'Rtitutcd was no match for the Mahralta troops acciistomcd 
to hard fa-o and harder avork “The horse without a saddle 
was TO lo by a man without clothes, whoso constant weapon 
was a trusty eabro , footmen mured to Iho same travel 0°*^ 
bearing all kind of arms troojjcd wth tho horse , spare horses 
accompanied them to bring off the booty, nod relieve the 
weaned or wounded- All gathered their daily provisioi s as 
they passed No pursuit could reach tlieir march in coi flict 
their onset fell wherever they chose, and was rehnquisl c 1 
even in the instant of charge Wide districts were m flames 
before their api roach was known, an a terror to others to 
redeem tl c ravage 

Begeofoinjee, Tie rallying point of the Mahrattas was the 
16JO-91 fortress of Ginjcc, tho siego of -which was as 
protracted as tlie siege of Troy On hearing that Ram raja 
had taken up Ins abode m that fortress Zulfikar Khan was 
in tho first instance sent to capturo it , but tl e suspicious 
temper of the en peror led him repeatedly to change the com 
manders, and tic operations necessarily langusbed Ztl 
Ckar was often m collusion with the llahrattas and it ->vjs 
even suspected tl at he contemplated the estabhshraent of 
an independent authohty Uirough their aid, on the death of 
the aged emperor It was during the languor (f this siege 
that Suntajee Gborepuray, having defeated the Mogul 
generals in the nortli, appearediwfore the place with a body 
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of 20,000 horso. The besiegio^ army was Itcsieged in its 
turn, and Cam bnksh, the son of the emperor, and the nominal 
commander in chief, was dnren to a humiliating convention- 
Aurungzehe disallowed it, recalled hia son, and entmsted the 
command for the third time (o’ZoIfikar But as he was m 
communication with the enemy, the sicgB was again prolonged, 
tm the emperor, mdignant at his inactivi^, gave him the 
option of its immediate capture, or his own degradation 
Zulfikar now assaulted the fort m earnest, and it was reduced 
m the year 1C98 

^ Fam raia, who had been allowed, through the 

Sauniufcapi conQivance of ZuIoLir, to escape from Ginjee 
163*- before its capitulation, made bis way back to 
his native motmtoins and selected Satara as bis capital 
He was soon enabled to assemble a larger army tlno Sevajeo 
had ever commanded, and proceeded to levy what be termed 
“ the ilahratta dues " through the provinces of Candeah and 
Bcrar Ihc greater poition of the mantime forts of the 
ATahrattas had been preserved or recovered , asd, with Colaba 
for their arsenal, they were enabled to keep the sea against 
the Moguls On the other band, the Mahratta cause suiTered 
the severest injury by the death of Suntajee Ghorepuray, 
who had been the terror of the Mogul jinnies for seven years. 
Dhunnajee, his former associate, became ha mortal enemy, ho 
was hnnted by bJS own countrymen like a wild beast, through 
the region winch he bad filled with his exploits, and wns 
at length brought to hay and bis head cut off and sent as an 
acceptable present to the croperor 

To meet the increasing audacity of the Mali- 
rattas, Aurungzebe devised Ibe plan of separating 
* “ his army mto two dinsioos — ono to be employed 

in protecting the open country from their depredations— tlio 
other in capturing their forts The Cfbt duty was committed 
to Zulfikar Khan, the ablest and the most energetic of the 
Mogul generals, at a time wb«i they were umversaJly encr- 
nt<id lij tadaigcitoe and rea^iy Ua rrpcalcd)/ dc/cated the 
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jrtiliintHs m the field, but ho T\a8 unable to reduce their 
fi’rcngth, nncl they alwaja nppcirc 1 more fresh after a defeat 
than his own troops after a Mctory. Auningzebo rcacn cd 
the t I'lh of captunng the fortrciscs for Inmsclf, and, breaking 
up his encampment on the If inks of the Bceina, to the dcip 
regret of hisaoluptuons oHicers, commenced operations bj tlio 
Biogc of Satara, ^^Jllch waa Burrcndcrcd to him m four month*' 
in.Apn), 1700 A montlj before tins period Ham raja expired 
at Singiir, and bis eon, a dnld of ten jears of age, ws 
declared king tinder the rogtney of liiB mother, Tara Bye 
^ni»iiifTca»n Bunng the Buccocdnig five years Aunuigzclo 
diffl-uinci, iT£r» uaa incessantly engaged m reducing the JIah 
ratia forts , but a lule thus employed he continue I 
to Bupenntend tlio minutest details of business throughout tlio 
empire, and not even a petty officer was admitted to the 
ficrnco at Oabul without his concurrence When we ere 
assured thit the chmate of Indi x invariably relaxes the vigour 
of the lody and the energies of the muid, we turn with 
astonishment to this octogenarian chief, engaged incessantly 
with youthful vigour la the duties of tho cabinet oi in the 
severer labours of the field, m a wild country and a vile 
climate But all the encr^ of Auningzebo 'was unable to 
cope with the disorders which multiplied aionnd him The 
Rajpoots were again m open hostiUty , other tribes in the 
north, encouraged by Ins continued absoacc, and the con&i- 
quent weakness of the admimstration, began to exhibit a 
i^,iractory spirit IIis treasury was exhausted by a watfu'o 
a\ar of twenty five years The Mahiatta chiefs began to^ 
recover their forts , and m 1705 he received accounts at one 
and tho same tune that they had crossed the iferbudeU i ‘ 
great force, and extended their ravages to Malwa, and overrun 
Berar and Candesh, and also despatched 25 000 trooj s to leij 
toiitnbutions in Guzci^t In every direction arouud lus camj , 
north, south, east, and west nothing was seen but tho 
sack of villagoi), tho slaogliter of troops, and devastatjon of 
the country t 



ovtmrfstoJbe In llicsc deploratle circunistances the emperor 
Mahmtas, 1 06 maile OTertorcs to the Mabratta^, and offered 
tiicni a logil title to the fourth and the tenth of the revenues 
of the sii soobahs of the Deccan, on condition of their main- 
tainingorderandrepressingviolenoe But thej-urunediately rose 
m their demands, and had the effrontery to require dresses of 
honour for more than eorenty of their marauduig; chiefs The 
ntgotiatiouwas therefore brol cnoff, and the imperial encamp- 
ment began to retire to Ahmednugur, closely followed by 
the Mnlinttas, who plundered up to the verge of the camp, 
and converted the retreat Into an ignominious flight 
Twenty years before Aurungzebo had marched from tbis=» 
capital m all the pride and pomp of war, to extend tins 
domunon to Cape Comorin , be now returned to it with tho 
remnant o! a discomfited army, and pursued by a victorious 
AminB«ii«i there he exjiircd on the 22Dd of February, 

«*N«na 1707 By his mil ne diivctid that his funeral 
r* ‘ expenses should bo lunited to four rupees and a 
half, to be deflated from the sum ho had received for the 
caps he had made nnd sold , and that the sum of 80o rupees, 
which he had acquired from the sale of tho Korane he bad 
co| led with his own bands, should be distributed among the 
poor 

Auruugzebe has been considered by the native 
jiomsrkioo histonans the type of Mogul greatness, and his 
tianio is invested with an mdefinite idea of giau- 
dear, even in the mmds of Europeans But this feeling is 
corrected by a close inspection of the events of his re gn, and 
it IS impossible to resist the oouriction that few characters in 
Indian history have ever been more overrated ILs personal 
biavory, lus imlitary talents, and lus application to business 
nnS dcb.orving of all pratec , but he persisted in a policy which 
waa inliercntly VICIOUS, after lie peifoivod tho nim it was 
bringing on the empre Ho ivas engaged for twenty five 
jcai-g inawar, first of intolerance and then of aggression, 
whuJushaustcd the resources of tliecountiy, and hastened 
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tlio (lovmfall of tlio Iioti^o of Baber Tlic g^cat oncntal des- 
potism of the Moguls, like others which preceded it, had 
nearly run out the usual period of two centimes, a^l 
began to crumble to pteccB, as soon ns the genius or the 
prcsligo of Aurungzebe ceased to sustain it 


onArreu vii 

prom the DFATn OF AOrUNOZEDC TO TOr INVASION OF 
KAum SRAii, 1707 — 1739 

0 1 the death of Auningzebo, pnnee Azim, who 
ihTOT»*'suca» hamahed through liis fathers dread of 

1 nefiiaifciogr being treated by his own sons when weakened 
Fuh,iM disease, as he had treated Shah Jehan m 
mediately returned to the encampment, caused himself to 
bo proclaimed emperor, and prcpari^ to marcli to the capitaU 
but his elder brother, Muazzim, with better reason assumed 
the crown, and advanced fromCabul to meet his rival 
son, who had governed Bengal for cici cn years, matenall> 
assisted Ins cau<ie by opportunely bringing up eight crorcs ol 
rupees wluch he had amassed during that period The two 
armies met in the neighbourhood of Agra, wl cn pnnce ^tzmi 
was dcfcatcdand fell, togetherwilh two of Ins sons ZulQkar, 
who had remamed neuter dnnijg the engagement at once 
declared for the victor It onlyicmamed to dispose of tho 
pretension of tho youngest son of tho late emperor, Cam bul sh 
who was assembling troops in tlic Deccan Ziilfil ar marched 
against him with a contingent of llahrattas and defeated 
him He died shortly after of bis wounds and Muazzim who 
was left the undisputed master of theempue, assumed tie 
title of Bahadoor Shah« 

jtahni itffi „ The Mahrattns who had baffled the power of 
Auiungzcbe for thirty years, were now weal 
eni.ll bj intestine, discord Tara Bye tl c widow of 
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Ram raja held the reins of government ftr eevcQ 3 ears, in 
the name of her son Sahoo, the son of Sarahajec, the legiti- 
mate heir to the throne, had been for seacntcen yeara a 
captive in the Mogul camp, -wheto ho had been treated vrith 
great kindness by the emperor, who married him to the 
daughters of two of the pnncipal Maliratta sirdars m his 
scrMCc Pnnee Azim, when setting out to seize the prize at 
Dellii, adopted the sage ad\ice of Zulfilar, and not only 
granted Sahoo hia hberty but famished him avith assistance 
to as<!crt his claim to the Maliratta throne, on condition that 
he should hold it as a vassal of the empire Tara Bye imme- 
diately proclaimed liim an impostor, and collected an army to* 
oppose him , hut ho succeeded in obtammg possession of 
Satara, and in March, 1708, assumed the functions of royalty. 
In tins family contest, the great Mahratta chieftains embraced 
opposite Bides, and drew their swords against each other , a 
happyeventfor the ncighbounfigpronnccs At the end of five 
years, Sevajee, the eon of Tara Bye, died, and her minister 
sewed the opportunity of superseding her authority, and 
placing another of the sods of Ram raja, Sambajee, on the 
tbronc at Kolaporc, which, from that period became the scat of 
the younger bmnch of tlie royal family, andthenval of Satara 
Znlfikar Khan was rewarded for Ins adherence 
to Bahadoor Slmh with the vice royalty of the 
tUia, 1 oj Pcccaii, whicli he committed to tlio care of Baood 
Khan, white IiC Iiimsclf continued to reside at the capital 
Daood Khan was a I’atan of* noble birth, famous throughout 
the Dcccnn for Jus matchless courige, and his loic of strong 
drink lie paid frequontvifiits to Madras, and did not hesitate 
to partake of Fitglish bo«pitahty. The ifidras President 
nl« ays " took care to supply him with lujuora, bccauio lie was 
so generous under their influence" It is recorikd that in 
17Pl,Mr Pitt, the father of lA>rdChiip)atn,arho then txtnjpjeJ 
that po-sl, ga\o Jiim a grind entertainment m the Counefl 
Chamber, when the Palan “plwlgcd the chief largely in cordinl 
untem wid Irench brandy^ wnwUt a discharge of carmon.'* 
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Zulfikar, 17110 warf desirous of cultivating peace with the 
llahrattas, of whom he hid been the most formidable foe m 
the field foi fifteen 3 ears, authorized his Leutonant to offer 
Sahoo the c/ioi^t tv Inch the Mahrattas had so long cxtortcil 
by violence aliough the concession came only from a local 
officer, and was not therefore coticlasive, it was not the Ic's 
prized by the Mahratta cabinet, as the first legitimate tillo 
they had been able'to acquire to their exactions The tran- 
quillity of Ilajpootana was soenred by the same spirit of 
concession to its three pnncipal rajas 

Onsinofiha These aiTangcments whicji clcarly indicated tho 
growing weakness of the empire, appear to have 
been hastened by the inroads of the Sikhs in the north 
Nanuk, the founder of th~ Sikh compiumty, who flonnslitd 
about the close of the fifteenth century, taught, that devotion 
was due to God, but that forms avere immaterial, and that the 
worship of the Hindoos audlhe Mabomedans was equally 
acceptable to the deity The sect which he founded gradually 
increased in numbers for a century, and became an object of 
detestation to the bigotted Mahomedans, tv ho maseacred its 
pontiff in 160C In 1C75, Gooroo Govind, the tenth spiritual 
chief m succession from Nanuk, conceived the idea of forming 
the Sikhs into a mibtary, osTveUas a religious, commonwealth 
He abolished all distinction of caste, and admitted all convci’ts 
to peifect equably, but every member of the body was 
required to bo a pledged soldier from his birth, oi Ins initiatiou 
He inculcated reverence for theiBhndoo gods and bralimiii^i 
and prohibited the slaughter of kine After a long struggle 
with the Mahomedans, he saw his etrongliolda captured, Ins 
mother and children destroyed, and his followers slaughtcri-d, 
mutilated, or dispersed. These severities exasperated tho 
fanaticism of the Sikhs, and planted an lucxtingnishable 
hatred of the Jlahonic^nB in their minds Under a new 
chief, of the name of Baudoo, they issued from their rotriats 
overran the Punjab, and, if we aro to behevo the ilahoiin.d-an 
historiaub, committed unheard of {^trocitics. 
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DMihofruhs- beginmn^ of the eighteenth centnry, 

djorshaij, 1 12 . they had extended their inroads, on the one side 
Jo Lahore, and on the other to Delhi, and Bahadoor Shah 
marched against them m person and drove them back to the 
{nils He died on lus return to X^hore, m February, 1712, 
after a bnef reign of fire years, at the age of seventy tvro 
Ac<»«ion sai death was immediately followed by the usual 

bof JthjD contest amonghis sons, which termmatedm th^do- 
icr’^hah.i la and death ofthree of them, when thesnrvnror 
oioanted the throne, and a««ttmed the title of Jehander Shall 
One of the earlu.*;t ncta of bis reign, was to put to death all 
the princes of the blood royal within his reach He appointed 
ZulSkai Klian,who had supported Lira through the conflict to the 
post of vizier, wlute he resigned liimscif to the most dcgndmg 
pleasures, and raised the relatives of a dancing girl who had be- 
come his favourite niistro«s, to the higuest honours m the 
state But his Ignoble career Vas speedily cut short by Ins 
nephew, FcroLshcrc, who had escaped the massacre of hia 
family, byhia ob«eD<^ in Bengal, of which he wis the vice- 
roy Ho advanced with an army of 70,000 men, and defeated 
the emperor m the neighbourhood of \gra. The noble ZnU 
fikar iJian, the Ia«it of the great captains of the Mogul 
dynastj , whose ancestors Ind served it in tlio higliest ofbccs 
for more than a century, was barely strangled by the orders 
of Ferokshero, and the wretched Jehander Shah was put to 
death after a rtign of six moptbs 

Feivi.hfn - 1 !». Fcrokshcjt?, the most contemptible, as yet, of 
— Ti e «yuj». a,ij of the pnnccs of hie hno, ascended the throne 
m 1713, and dishonoured it for ax years ly his %nccs and his 
cowardice lie owed his elevation to the csertims of two 
Irothcrs JIus«cin Ah, the go\cmot of Btlnr, and Abdoolla 
Khan, tl e govenior of Allaliabad, generally denonunated tho 
Si lul^ to denote their descent frora* the Prophet, and his 
reign was little cLe but a ecncs of michmations to destroy 
tbi m The one V ai advanced to the poet of vizier, and Ilos'sciu 
All V. 13 mti.d cc niuand^r in vlutf Thci w tre both men 
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of tnlcnt nml Milonr, they inonopoli<iri! nil jwwcr, lltry 

Inenrred the of the emperor nml the tninit^ of hia 

fi\ount(« Immeiliitel^ on hin neccsBion Kcn)Vsh(.rcJnn(lenn3T 
tue of Mofiltin, who Imd bt*eii nc*i 2 cc nt Pacco, las chief confi- 
ihnt, ftnilwmkrhis Infltienco i-ont Hu^isciti -Ah nj^ainst Aject 
FiiifTi Iho njt of Jo«(lh|x>rf, 111 the hope tint the exj'editiin 
might pro\ e fatal tp him. Hut he «h«appointeJl liis cnemu s by 
conrliulingan honotimhle peace with the intlucjnghim 

to p:i\o one of hia daughters nimamage to the rmi>eror Tlic 
nuplnls, which were cclchmtcil at Delhi with extraordinary 
pplendour, htiae liccome moinoratle in the Inalorj of Pntisli 
India h^ the palnolic conduct of a Pntah surgeon, the jor- 
ticulars of which will bo given in n future chapter. 

Daood Klnii, who had govcmcal the Peccap ns 
eithi'mw 7ulfikar Khan, was removed after 

— ni*. the dcstrutlion of lus |uiirou, nud pent as gov emor 

to Guzerat The agreement he had made w ith the ilahnttas 
regarding the e/iovt and other dues fell to the gronml on h>9 
TcmoTalnndtlioi Itogantocollcctthemagainhy violence The 
office of Boobadar of the Deccan vma bestowed on the son of 
GhazcC’Ood docu, wbo lias been nlrcadj rnenlioncd in connec- 
tion vvitb the siege of Deejapore in 1C8C The family had 
emigrated from Turkey, or rather Tartar} , to seek its fortunes 
m India, and belonged to a clique of officials at the capital 
who were common!} designated the Tooranec nollcs Chin 
Kihch Khan, the new boolxidar, rose to di'stiiiction in the court 
of Aurungzebe, b} wbora he was decomted with the titks 
of Asof-Jah and Nizam ool moolk As it was on this occasion 
that he laid the foundation of the kingdom of ITyderabad, 
we shall anticipate the period of Iiia independence b} desig- 
nating him henceforward as the Niram Jfe was a statesman 
of great expcncnce and ability, but of still greater subtlety 
During the sci cntecri rfbiiths of bis incumbency he fomented 
the dissensions between the rival houses of Kolapore and 
Satara, and thus established some check on the ravages of 
the Mahrattas Saboo was laduCcd to acknowledge himself 
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Q v'lssnl of the emperor, and tliongh in his own arcle he as- 
sumed the title of hing of fheHindoos m the court calendar 
„ , he was ranked as a MootI commauderof 10,000 

eiaJceTtth’rn- ’ 

nart ptsiiwa. Tbo increasing contentions of these two branches 
of the family of Sevajee had created such anarchy 
as to bring the Mahratta state to the Terge of rum, when the 
gemns of Balajee Vishwnnatb pbced the party of Saboo m the 
ascendant, and rekindled the smonldcnngenergics of thenation 
Balajee was originally a simple karkoon, or village accountant, 
but rose through various gradations of office till he reached the 
dignity of Peshwa, or chief mmister It was to his energy 
that the rapid expansion of the Mahratta power, when it had 
reached the hroit of depression, is to be ottnbnted, and 
ho may justly be regarded as the second founder of ita 
greatucjsS 

iiumoAi Kizam w*^ discharged from the oISco of 

^csAKir* viceroy of the Dcccan to make room for Hussem 
S*SofD*«oJ All, one of the Sjaids, who was sent thither to 
rcmoic Iiimfrom tlie court* Instructions were at 
the <«ame time given to Daood Khan to offer lum the most 
stanuous but covert opposition, and the reversion of the ap 
jiomtment was held out to bun os the reward of success. 
But Daood Khan was too danng and impetuous for any suIk 
terfuge, audlie determined to bring the dispute to an immediate 
issut lie , accordingly met Ilussem Ah with his own 

veteran force, and attacked him with such fury as to scatter 
his forces like a flock of sheep But m the moment of victoiy 
a cannOa hall struck him dead and the fortuneof thedaj mis 
changed Itis dcaoted wife, a Hindoo pnneoss, on hearuig of 
lus fate, stabbed htr^eU to Iho heart The memory of Ino 
reckless courage and his chivalrous exploits is still preserved 
m manj a ballad and proverb m the Deccan IIu«sein Ah, 
flushed with this Tictorj , took the flfld against the Vahrattaa, 
but \%oa completely defeated, and they immediately extended 
their cDcroachmcnts and cslar^id their claims. The emperor, 
anxious only for tbo dcetrflctiou of lus own obnoxious general, 
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give tin m CTor^ ciicown^mcnt to resist luin, and prom ocd 
to reward them if they utre imccessful 

r. ,1 wiu IIus«!em All, districted on the one hind hy the, 

ConTcntlonwith ' -n »t A 

ttvt luhriius, incc^iint \ lots Intclied agamst him at Utmi 

on the other by the depredations of tlio Mihrvf tns 
who were stimulated by the court, adopted the dc'^perate 
resolution of winning' them over to his cause bj concc'-sions 

lie entered into ncgotiit»onswitlithoJlQhrattacilinet.'vIiich 
were conducted with consummate shill by BilijccTisbivunnth, 
ind icsulted in acouicntion as advantageous tothoMahnttas 
as It was disgriccful to the Moguls Sahoo was acknowledged 
ai’the independent sovereign of llie districts comprised m the 
family iajgecr, and of subsequent conquests Iho “fourth 
and the * tenth” of tlic revtnucs of the sis eoubihs of tiie 
Deccan, and of tlio tributary states of Tnnjorc, Mj sore, aud 
Trtclimopoly, were bestowed on him on condition that ho 
should, in addition to the usual fee on such grants, pay an 
aun lal tribute of ten lacs of ni|ecs, furnish % contingent of 
1 %000 troops, and become resjionsiblo for the peace of the 
Dctcau 

Rema in on tlul *^0 gTCatCSt Stride tO pOWCr the Jflh 

coaTentioD rattas had yet made and it fulClIcd tlit, fondest 
wi*>l eS of the founder of this sj stem of spoliation It fur- 
nished them with a large and permanent rcienue, for though 
the SIX soubahs liad been exhausted by the incessant ravage® 
of war, the assignment granted ^to the Mahrattas wa^, at 
their dictation, calculated on the sum of 18 crores wl ich 
those provinces liad yielded in the years of peace anil J 
penty It would apparently ha' e been more to the pccumaTy 
advantage of the Mahrattas to exdian^ aBsignmcuts spread 
over a country winch extended from sea to sea, and from tl C 
Nerbudda to Cape Comonn, for a compact temtory But the 
great object of the Pesbwa was to render the claims of tl c 
Mahratta nation as compi cated, as extensive, aid ns vague 
as possible, and thus to acqmre a nglit of constant inter 
ference m the revenue adnu^tratiou of the entire Dcccaii, 
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late emperor, lie was alienated from their Interests by 
nominated to the inferior post of go%cmor of Guzerat, ''lien 
lio had every reason to expect the viceroyalty of the Pcccan ^ 
lie began to collect troops, on tho plea of rcstonng order m 
the province assigned to him, hut m reality tp establish his 
own power in the south, where he had many adherents, both 
RcToitofiheRi among tho Mahrattas and the Mahomedans He 
tam, June, 1720 marched southward with 12,000 men, and having 
captured the important fortress of Asscergur, and overrun 
Caudesh, defeated two armies which were sent against him, 
and thus became master of his position 
ica«ein All M- Mcanwhile the young emperor was fretting 
*d«sinaMd 17-0 under the yoke of the Syuds, and, under the da.- 
erect guidance of his mother, formed a combination among 
the nobles of bia court to release liimself from their po« er 
The plot, which embraced some of the most croment of the 
courtiers, could not be couccaled from the brothers , but they 
were distracted by the difficulties which surrounded them OQ 
every side. At length it was resolved that Hussein Ah 
should inarch against tho Nizam, taking tho emperor with him, 
and that Abdoolla should return to Delhi, the court being then 
at Agra, to look after the famdy interests Five days after 
the army had commenced its match, a savage Calrauck, who 
had been selected to strike the blow, approached the palan- 
keen of Hussein Ah, on pretence of presenting a petition, and 
stabbed him to the heart In the conflict whiih necessarily 
ensued, the partisans of the emperor were victorious, and the 
army marched back to Delhi Abdoolla, beanng of hia bro- 
ther’s fate, set np a new emperor, and marched to encounter 
Mahomed Shah, but he was entirely defeated, though Ins hfe 
was spared m consideration of his august Lneige 
Mroiomedshah Mahomcd Shah, now a free monarch, entered 
tnienthe Clip! biB Capital wfth great pomp a twelvemonth after 
he had been elevated to the tlirone, and made a 
hberal dietnbutjoa of oSSccs Tlie odjons jeszto, tie iax on 
inCdels, was abolished. The Eajppot rajas of Joudlipore and 
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Jej pore were promoted to governorships , -wlnlc the nja fff 
Oodypore, still isolated by his orthodox dignity, refused all 
autercouree ■with the court, ond souk into contempt Sadut 
^ All, a Khorasan merchant, who had raised himself 

Owiufami} by JUS talents to the charge of Bnna, rras made 
‘ goobadar of Onde, where he founded the royal 

dynasty which v as extinguished m 1S55 . The office of vizier 
Mas reserved for the Aizam, who came up from theUeecan 
^ to assume the control of public affairs But 

Tle?,liam»ir ^ , 

twm*4\u«r he found the new emperor utterly unworthy 
* ” of bis station, immersed in pleasures, and bo 

besotted with a favourite mistress as to have given her the 
custody and use of the royal signet He endeavoured to 
rouse htahomed Shah to a sense of his duties as the head of 


a great empire which vvaa exposed on every side to dangei 
But his master turned adcaf^eai- to this sage cousseli and 
listened with moi o del gbt to tbo advice of } is dissolute com* 
panions, who amused lum by turning the antiquated habits 
and solemn manuer of the venerable statesman, then in his 
BCTCntj dflh }car, into ndiculc 

lltntunistotbe The courtiers to nd themselves of the presence 
zHnao, jjj of fjie vtzicr, scut biai against the refractory 
governor of Guzerat, whom tbcir own foUy had driven into 
rebellion lie quelled the revolt at once by his tact, and returned 
to the capitatj where, however, he did not long remain D 3 
gusted with the weakness and profligacy of the court, and 
despairing of any reform, be throw up his office and proceeded 
to the Dcccan Iho emperor loaded luia with honours oa lus 
departure but at the same tunc instigated the local governor 
of Hyderabad JI ibanr Kbao to resist his authority, and held 
out the reversion of the viccroyalty ns a bait The Nizam 
defcatctl Slohan-' and sent his head to Delhi congratulating 
the Court on tlic extinction of the rcMu He then Gxed on 
Hyderabad tl o at cient capital of thn Koolub-Shaheo dynasty, 
as tl 0 seal of his government, and from this period 
urucniMi * iua> be dated Hhense of the Nizams dominion 
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Vishnunath. as alicadj state I, lad 
vi^hwunaih, accompanied Ifnsscm All with a Blahratta cou* 
” ° tingont to Delhi, and, on the accession of Maho 

mod Shah, obtained the impenal confirmation of the grants 
of the “ fourth ’* and the “tenth,” and returned m tnuinph 
with the invaluable charters, fourteen m number, to Satan 
where he soon after died Before Ins death he completed the 
arrangements for the collection of the assignments he had 
acquired, and estabhsbcd a system of the most mtricato sub- 
division of mterests, by which ample provision was made for 
a whole army of Mahratta officials A preponderating power 
was thus given to the cabinet of brahmins at Satara, winch 
eventually resulted m the transfer of all the authonty of the 
state to their chief, the Peshwa IIo was succeeded m liift 
Eijcaii&o. office by lus son Bajeo Rao, who exhibited in the 
r9ihw#,iri ijigiicst degree thf cnierpnsc of the Mahratta 
character, and in talent and vigour proved to be second only 
to&c^aJCc The interest of the succeeding twenty years of 
the history of India centres in the alliances, and disputes, and 
strategy of the young Mahratta statesman of Satan, and the 
subtle old Turlv at Hyderabad, who made peace and Marv.ith- 
out anj reference to the emperor at Delhi 
Uajee nao I ad JHipctuosity of Bajcc Pao’s character l<.d 

xiwtoSahwj, him to propose the boldest schentes of ambition 
to his master Salioo Ho felt tint unless em- 
ployment coul 1 bo found abroad fsr tlic large body of \ redatory 
horse which formed the sinews of the Mahratta pou cr tl t v 
would be engaged m mischief at home Pull^ a^%aro of tlic 
decay of the Mogul power, he urged the king “ to strike ll c 
trunk of the withering tree, Ibt branches must fall of therr- 
selves how IS our time to dnve strangers from the hue* tf 
the Ilindvos, and to acquire immortal renown 15^ directii g 
our efforts to IlinclosfSn the Mahratta flag in jour rt g « 
Hiall flj from the Kistna to the AUol ” " on shall j lant it 
on llio Ilimaliju,’ rephed Sohoa But ho had Ix'cn I rtal in 
the laxmj of a Mahomedao senigro, and had lost tl c boldiit^s 
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and energy of the hlahratta diiTacter Bijee Rao found 
tnat lub own ardour as lU seconded by his so\ ereign, and was 
ednatramed to act under bis own discretion, and thus the 
house of Sevajee waxed u eaXer, and tlic houae of the Peslnra 
waxed stronger 

AffUrsof The Js 12 am had appointed his nude, Huniecl 

Gacerau Khan, lus represcntatiTe m Gu2trat, in oppo'sition 
to the conrt at Delhi The court appointed fair boolund KGan 
governor of the province, with directions to estingni&h this 
revolt itli the aid of two Mafiratta commanders Kantajee 
and Petlajee, Humeed Khan was enabled to defeat the ^fogalI» 
armies, and rewarded them with a grant of the “ fourth ’ an 1 
the '‘tenth” of the revenues of Gnzerat Bajeo Rao took 
advantage of this discoal ind renewed his cvcup-ions into 
ilalwa, {^ntiHg Stadia, Uolkar, and Powar of Dhar, commit 
Bions to Icv^ ch<3ut la that provnree, while he liim tlf proceeded 
to the «outh, and exacted conlnbutions from the nilor at Se- 
nngapataia Alarmed by the locreasiog aadatitv of tha 
Pcdiwa’s deprtdations, tho l*i 2 am endeavoured to revive tlio 
di ^en8lons of the ru al honscs of Kolaporc and Satan Sam 
bajee c’aimcd lus share of the assignments wlucli had boon 
granted to the Pc^hwa Balajec Vishwrmath on the Bix 
eouhahs of the Deccan, and ttie J*izam as the official reproser 
tatnc of the emperor, catletl on both parties to produce their 
titles and substantiate their claims before lum Sahoo and his 
cabinet were filled with indignation by wliat they deemed an 
insolent attempt to interfou in Ihcir domestic quarrels Bajci, 
Rao instantly a«soralited a largi. nrtnv, and marched against 
the \i7am, who was hkcwj&e supported h; a large bodv of 
ililirattas, but he was dnren into a jiosition where tho want 
of { roiisioiia constrained lum to cntcrintoiiegofiatjoDs, which 
tcniiunted more favourably than coal«yiavo boon expected 

The Eingular moderation of the Peshwa on this 

oiini ,, 

the I of occ i«iou when the J«izam was at ins mercy, was 
c»i*™c i a a tsiuae He was at the liroo negp 

liatingwith Sir boclundKhaiCthe imperial governorofGuzerat, 

0 
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who had Bucceeded m establishing his authority, for the chovt 
and other assignments ■which had been granted to the two 
Mahratta officeis already mentioned, and, to expedite the hat- 
gam, Bent hiB brother to lay the country waste Sir-boolun^ 
at length found it expedient to purchase some measure of 
peace by yi^’ldmg to these demands The concession aias, 
however, more reeVneted than that which had been granted 
by‘Hus«ein Ah, and confirmed by Mahomed SInh 
••hout Avas to be calculated on the actual amount of collections } 
only two or three ofGctrs were to be placed in each district to 

icollect the dues , no other exactions were to he mflicted on tlie 

ryots, and every assistance was to be giA en to tho impcria 
authonty From these limitations we arc enabled to percci't^ 
how greatly the Mahrattas had abused thepower conferred OJ* 
them by tho charters Avhich they obtained eight jears hufore. 
Never was a more flagitious aod intolerable system of extor- 
tion invented by human ingenuity than that Avhich tlie genius of 
Sevajee had devised, and which the Mahrattas cousidcicd it 
theur mission to extend over the whole of India 
KoaportsM While Bajee Rao was employed m settling In'* 
Eauii» ai rc«e demands on Guzerat, Sambajee crossed the W urna 
and plundered the territory ot his rival, Salioo 
He Avas, hoAACvcr, suhsequcnlly defeated, and obliged to 
an acl nowlcdgment of his cousin’s nght to the entire Mali- 
ratta territory, Anth tho exception of a sma^l tract around 
Kolapore, to winch his branch oY the roj al family Avas tlicucc- 
forward to be conCacd, and thus ended the dissensions of 
twenty years The Nizam, foiled in hia attempt to a\ eal*cn tlic 
Mahrattas by internal discord, found n new inbtniniciit of 
mischief in Dhabarry, the blabratta commander-in chief H® 
Ind been intrusted Avith the Alahnitta interests in Ouzent, 
and was mortified to find that the cAo«J and other dues m I'*'* 
own proAinco liad been carried off bj Bajeo Ban Under n 
feeling of rci-cntnicnt aiidat the instigutiou of the >iz.itii, he 
marched towards Satara with 35,000 men, AMth tl c mowed 
object of releasing Sahoofruin the tiruiiii} of the I'ccliwu, but 
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Le TTis defeitcd bv an laferor force, and fell in battle The 
luflaeiice of his nral was increased in no small degree by this 
attempt to d'^trov it Bat the Peshwa acted mth generosity, 
and conferred the ofBcc wh ch had been held by Dhabarry on 
tils son, an infant, and cnf'nsfcd the management of affairs to 
Ornno th« Pcelajee Gu.ckwir, who e ujimediate aLcesto- 
Gu^itrar a herd, and whose descendants now 

ocenpy the throne of Baroda. 

oiL:*« of ncOuT To thio period aUo belongs the nse of the fami 
HoUar and Sindia, destined to take a 
prominent Inrc in the pahucs o Ind.a. Mulhar Rao Holkar* 
was the son of a bi.rds nan, bnt, being a youth of adventnrona 
d:«pOvition, exchanged the croofe for the sword, and bv h^ 
darmg courage reconmeuded himself to Bajee Rao, who cn« 
trusted him with the charge of levyingcontributionsm eighty 
fotirdLljicts or villages jo Mi^wa Ranojee fcmdia, tbLogn 
said to be alLcd to the nobhst families in Kajpootana, was of 
the caste of cultirators, and entered tbo service of Balajee 
^lsllwulla♦h as a mcuial servant It is related that on one 
occasion bis master, retornmg from an mfomew with tberaja 
Sahoo, found ht 2 > attendant aslcepon his back with the slippe's 
firmly grasj'ed in his hand Struck with his fidelity in ft* 
humble aa occjpation, the Pesbwa introduced him lato h^ 
IxhI^ gnard He soou became one ol the foremost of the 
llaliratta chicffams and likf Holkar, received as ignmentt. 
in the districts of Slalwa, which fonned the nucleus of the 
familv donaa 

After the defeat of Dhaharry the Peshwa 
*vnd the Vizan* came to a mutual nnderetanding 
*BjcieM-uii. for tie promotion of tin. r respective mfcre«(s, 
and it was agreed that Bajee Rao shonld be at 
hberty to plunder tiie tfogul temtone^n the north witliou 
restraint, and that the Ki 2 am&poe«e«sions mthe south should 
not bo moles'cd bv ll 0 Mai ratfas. In fact, the \izam, thi 
ni-rt cntatiie of tl e cmi'cro^in the Deccan pureha«ed pea t 
1 itug U e Jfal ratt-^i I h>&c ou the d inns of his soi e 
o 2 
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rugn be^imtl the NcrbudJi Bijcc Rio cro^&cJ tliat n\cr ut 
17J2, and laid ^\n‘^te tlio dc%oteil proMtice of JIal«a 
Jlogiil goNcnior, ^[aluiiucd Butigttsli, cngigcd at tlio 
time in bc«iLging aiofractorj cincf in IluudfCLumI, 'vlio in* 
aolxul the aid of IJijtu Rao BiingusU was rood, in Ins turn, 
besieged and uas^ri BciiLil only b> the prompt nrn%al of Ins 
country men fi uni ilolulcund 1 he Ihindlccund raj v evinced Ins 
gralitudo to the I'cthwa bj bequeathing him a third of hw 
teriitory of Jlnnsi , ami thus was the* Maliratta fafiindar 1 
iuwac«rttitn planted for the first lime on the banks of the 
‘ iijjce itao. i 30 Jtiijjnv Tlio govcmmuit of Malwa was soon 
after conferied by the emperor on the Bajioot pnnee, Jey 
Sing, whose reign vras rendered illustrious by the cncoimipC 
ment of science and t(ie erection of the bcanti/iil city of Jiy 
pore, with its palaces, halls, and temples, and, above all, Us 
iioblo o\ hcrv atory The profthsion of a common erred had 
pi-onioted a fiicndly mtcrcomse between the Jfahratta and 
the Rajpoot chiefs, and Jey Sing, wlio vras more of a scholar 
than a Rtatefiman, made over the whole province of llolvea to 
Bajee Rao, though not without the supposed concuncuco of 
the feeble court of Delhi 

rajee Kao » iff. The«t coucessions only served to inDame the 

‘ ambition of Bajee Kao, and the necessilicB of Ins 
position constrained bun to extend Jus aggressions Great 
as were the resourtca of tlie Mqtuatta state, fhe greater por 
tion of the revenue was absorbed by the chiefs who collected 
it, and only a fraction reached tho national tieasury lio 
magnitude of Bajee Rod’s operations bad involved liuii in dvbt , 
the bankers were slow to make further advances , liis trooj 3 
wero chmorous for their pay, and discij hue was weakened b> 
his luabibty to meet their claims He thcrefoie demanded 
of the impcnal court a confiimation of the nssigiimentB 
on Guzervt which had been granted by Sir boolund Khan, 
and of the recent cession of tho province of ilalvv a as his 
pcibonal jajgeer The empoior or rather his nu/nstei, 

R jau Dowiau, olfercd bun an assignment of thirteen laia of 
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ruii(x.s ou the ch-'tnets south of the Chuinbul, v, itli 
to Icvj tribute in rijpoolam, in the hoj>c tbit this cliim ivonl I 
cnibroi! him mth th Itajpoot princes But Bi^ce Rio 
bmng^ Icamt from his •^nt at DeJhi (hat all his d^,marl<Is 
V ere bkely to be conceded avith a Iittte more prc‘'‘mre, unme- 
diatclj increased tboin, and did not iscniptc to claim the v hoi 
tenitoij south of the Ghnmbil, the BuiTpnder of the hol^ 
otjcs of Benares, Gji Miittra^ and Alhlialad, and the uu 
mednte payment of fifty lacs of ruiicca Tlie court ontloa 
TOUivd to appease hun with smaller sicrificcs winch he readily 
accepted but avithout abating the pnuj of liis foibearancc, ir 
the progress of his army IIoll ar cro^'^ed the Jumna, by his 
ordei's, and plundered the Dooah bnt wis duvrn hack by 
Sidnt Khan, t!ic soobadir of Oudo, md tins sue t s was 
magnified at Delhi into a grand a ictorj m which th >u«and» of 
ifihdJs were said to have peryhed It was tien report! d 
that Biji-e Tao tad been obbgcd to retire ‘ I waaoompLlIcd ' 
lie wioti * to tell the emperor the truth and to pro\e to him 
that 1 was stiU m Kuidooatan to show him flames and Mali 
rattaB at the gates of his captal Tie advanced towarla 
TlcUu by force 1 marches of forty miles a day Tlie counter 
nation in the juipcrjal aly may wtll be conceived but his 
object was not to sad the cwj itai, bfit to latimidato the coart 
into coiice«aion« nnd circam‘!tances pcndcrcd it adnsablc for 
him to withdraw IIw moderation encouraged a (arty of 
eight tiiousand horse imdir eorac of the nollts to attack hia 
camp, but they were easily repcHcd by IToIkar Kao 

111 w retired from the nmth, rcctO!>sed the Ktrbudda, and pro- 
ct edtd to Satan 

The Mahnttas a| jxjarcd now to I c j aninount 
f '«a»i-Mce in India, and the Nuam was consulercd L;> t!ie 
' ** emperor an } his miaistciv, the onlj man wlio could 
i>ave the empire from extinction Ilofim elf jierccired u hen 
too late, the impohcj of Iiis compact with Bajee Rao m 1 TSJ, 
which had enabled tho Mai rattas to [hmler the nirthcm 
provinces anthout intemipti'^li, and aiigrncnled f heir pow cr to 
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an extent winch now thrcitcntd Ins own snfcfy ami that ot 
D>ory other iTaliomcdan potentate in India He listened to 
the overtures of the court, and repaired to Dcllii, wlicre llo 
government of Sfalwa and of Guzerat was conferred on him, 
and all the power and resources of the empire were placed at 
Ins disposal But these resources were now reduced to so low 
an ebb that he riould nsscmhle an nnny of onl^ 34,000 
men, with which he mo\ cd down to llalw a, while the Peshwa 
advanced to oppose lum with 80,000 Owing, perhaps, to 
hi3 great ago — ho was now ninety-three— perhaps to an 
,ovcr confidence in lus artillery, which was esteemed the best 
m India, ho intrenched himself near Bhopal, instead of boldly 
encountering the enemy in the field Bajeo Rao adopted the 
usual Mahratta sjrtcm of warfare — laying waste the country 
around, mtcrccpting all aupphes, and liarassmg lus opponent 
with mccssant attacl s At length, on the twentj-fpurth 
day from the commencement of the siege, the Nizam, receiving 
no reinforcements, wlule lus enemy called up every Mahratta 
chief m the Deccan to hia aid, was constrained to sign a hurmlia 
tmgtreaty, granting to the victorious Maliralta the sovereignty 
of Malwa, and of all the territory up to the banks of tho 
Chumbul, and engigmg to use dl lus influence to obtain the 
grant of fifty lacs of rupees from tlic treasury at Delhi But 
that truisure was to find a different destination 
ixm ipnof^»ll^ H was in thc midst of these distfactions, which 
SI all, 1 33 exhausted the strength of tho empire, that Nadir 
Shah made his appearance on the banks of the Indus, and 
India was visited with another of those desolating irruptions 
to which it had been repeatedly subject during seven hundred 
years 

The Persian dynasty of the Sofia, which had 
anwi^doot lasted for two centuries the usual term of Asiatic 
mouarchicSJ was snbvcitcd m 1722 by the Ghiljies, 
the most powerful of tlie Afghan tribes Shah Husbcin, 
thc last of that royal line, was blockaded by them in his capi 
tab Jspabajj, whjtii had tbea tAtaiacd tlio suL'iiiiit o! pn 
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ponty, and contained a popnlatioo of CbOOOO After tlie 
besieged bad cadared tbe greatest estremities of tiiseiy and 
•'lant, the king with his court vreot out attired m deep moum 
lug and gave himself uptohlahmood, the victonous chief, and 
placed the diadem on hia I rows "Mahmood, after a reign of 
tnojears, rendered ciccraUe by his cruelties left all bis con 
quests to his son Asnif Aadtr Shah, the greatest wamor 
Persia has produced since the days of Darins, was the son of 
a shepherd of Khorasan Hia enterprising spirit led him to 
collect a band of freebooters, their number increaecd with 
their success, and be soon found himself at tbe bead of a 
formidable force, with which he freed Qiora«an from the* 
Abdalce Afghans who had overrun it. The Ghiljie king of 
Persia was the next to feel his power, and was ohhged to re- 
sign all hi«> father s conquests lo Persia N adir, after bn> first 
succi. B 5 , raided Thama«p the coo of tbe dethroned Sofi taonircb 
to tho throue, hut when be Md expelled the Turks and tlio 
Passiana from the provinces they bad occupied and restored 
mdependence and d gn ty to bis native hod, he a^^cended the 
tlron© lumsclf, on the assumed imporl unity of a hundred 
thousand of his sabjoctSt-^noUes, soldiers, and peasant 5 ,->as 
Fcmbled together on a vast plain to oUer him the crown 

To find employment for his troop«f and to 

H(lnTn^e»A^ , . ,v , . A . / , 

Eiunkun anJ gratify 106 rCbeDtiucnt of his countrymen, ue 
laJvL, I j?-M earned his atm& into the country of the Ghilj os, 
ly whomthej had been oppre^'sed, but Candahar was be- 
sieged for a twelvemonth before it surrendered. TTbfle en 
gaged in tbe siege, J*adir scat a roe^^enger to Delhi to 
demand the surrender of some of bis fngitive sobjects Tlie 
court was at tlie time di tracted by tbe claims of Bajoe luio, 
and tho demand was neglected A second messenger was 
V'^sassmated at JeUalabad The govemment of India lad 
from time immomori. 1 been in the habit of pavmg an annual 
Buhs Jy to the lugliUndcra who occupy the pa..sc 3 between 
Cahnl and Peshawur, and who were m a position lo arrest tbe 
progress of any iavad'’r Ip the confusion of the tunes the 
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to be seardied and s'lcked, and <!pared nj cnieltj" to extort 
confessions of Tcealth Of the infamons Sadnt Ah he de 
pianilod the irliole of the snm wLicb he had said his ronbih was 
able to furnnh, and the traitor terminated his existence by 
fewallowiDC: iwison The governors of the other provinces 
were Ukewi&e hid under heavy contributions IXaving thus 
subjected Delhi to fifty eight days of nitliless piDage, and ex- 
hausted, os he supposed, the wealth of the conntry, ht pre- 
pared to take his departure with plunder estimated at thirty 
two crores of rupees Ttefore hia departure he reseated 
hlahomed Shah on the throne, but annexed all tl e coTin"tri?5 
rvcst of the Indns to the crown of Pereja He hkewne sent 
n circular to all the pnnccs >f India to acqnamt them that he 
was tnoviug to tl e conqncat of other regions, pnd had replaced 
lus dear brother Mahomed Sh ih on the throne of lii> csten«ive 
empire, and that if anv report of their rebellion reached his 
carSf ho would rctunj and Wdf Ihcjr jjames cot of the Iwk of 
creation 
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diate vicimty of th^metropolis new chiefs were, as the Maho* 
inedan historian remarks, “ beating the drum of independence ” 
Towards the close of Aurnngzebe s reign a tnbo of soodera 
called Jauts emigrated from the banks of the Indus to the 
distiicts lymg between Agra and Jeypore, and founded their 
capital, Bhurtpore, out of tbe plunder of the emperor’s camp 
equipage , and their leader, Chooramun did not scruple to set 
the impenal authority at defiance To tlic north of Delhi, a 
{nbe of Rohilla Afghans, recently embodied under a circum 
cised Hindoo, were rapidly rising mto importance The house 
of Baber had accomplished the cycle of its existence, and the 
sceptre of India was about to pass mto other hinds Having 
thus reached the verge of a new era we turn to tha origin 
and progress of the strangers to whose lot that sceptre was 
to fill though at this period they were engaged in the peace 
ful pursuits of commerce and ditimmg of nothing so little 
as the estabhshment of an emphe in India Tbe mam stream 
of tins narrative will now follow the fortunes of the British 
power, to which the history of the various kungdoms which 
roso upon the decay of tho Moguls n dl be subsidiary But, it 
may bo useful to bear m mind, that n ith the exception of tl e 
Pajpoot chiefs and tbe puppet emperor at Delhi, not one of 
the kingdoms which were subsequently absmbed in the British 
empire had hecn in existence even a quarter of a century 
when the English first took up arms in Ilindostan 


CHAPTER VIII 
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The Enc- i la Irido wl icli the Portuguese hacl csta 

blshed in W East doting tl c sixteenth ccntuiy 
pcncd to quicken the spirit of ciiterpruo which 
Q icon FI zabetli laboured to foster m Fnghnd, an I her sub- 
jeclb were impatient to share m it^profts The splend J an I 
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Buc«;‘'pfQl voya^a of DSke, Ciren<lsl* and other F%1 
Earjgalors to the eastern tenuspbere tended to augmeat tfco 
•national ardour In loSS, Fitch and three other adxenturcra 
smarted on a commercial espcditiou to India, br rrav of Alcpjxi 
and Bagdad. They earned letters of introdnction from the 
qneen to the emperor Vbbar, «obciling hia bnd offices to her 
e-l)joc's who were proceeding from a fap countr\ to trade 1 1 
his dominions, and offenng the same tandn*^ 3 in return to 
any of his subjects who might ti it England. Fitch trarulkx! 
through the lecgthand Ircadtb of Hicdtstan and was strueV, 
avith the splendour of the court, the grandtur of the nobilitj , 
''lid the magnitude and opnl^nce of the aties. The informa 
tion winch he collected regarding the commoditic!* of the 
country, and the industry and trealtb of the people, opened tp 
Ti ions of a lucrative commerce to his filtowMsiuntiymen K 
petition was accordingly pTwented to the Queen for permw 
Sion to send three ve scU fo India, but the pohtical cauboD 
of her nuniatcrs rendered jt fmitlcss. 
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rupees in bullion ft sailed from Torbay on the 2nd of May, 
IGOl, with letters of introduction from the Queen to tlio 
pnnets to whose kingdoms it might resort The new Com . 
pany had no distinct knowledge of any part of India, and the 
fleet sailed to Achecn, m the island of Sumatra, wlierc a cargo 
of pepper was obtained, and a treaty concluded with the Jlalay 
chiefs In the Straits of Malacca, Captain Lancaster captured 
a Poitugiiese voascl of 900 tons, nchly laden witli calicoes 
and spices and then steered for Bantam, the most flounshing 
port in the island of Java, wliere he erected a factoiy and 
left agents The expedition returned to England m Stptember, 
1003, With a satisfactoiy profit to the adveuturers During 
1 16 following ten years eight voyages were undertaken, 

" Inch gave a retui-n of from one to two hundred per cent lu 
1C08 the factors at Bantam represented that the calicoes of 
India were m great request in the islands of the Archipelago, 
and a fleet was therefore despateVd, for the first time, to tlio 
coast of India, but the object was defeated by the jealousy 
of the Portuguese 

^^roTtugn,,. The Portuguese at this period enjoyed a com 
mercial supremacy m the eastern hennsphore, and 
were ansious to prevent the intrusion of nvah They hold 
little territory on the continent of India, but they completely 
' monopohsed its foreign trade By the possession of Aden 
and Ormuz they entirely commanded the Rod Pea and the 
Persian Gulf They occupied tlic coasts of Coy lou, and had no 
nval on the Malabar and Coromandel coasts TJioy were 
paramount on the Jfalay seaboard, and held pos'-cssion of 
le 0 iiccas, or epice islands They had crcetoil a factory at 
Macao, and enjoyed the cvclnsuc trade of China Ihcir 
f ^‘tifcd pctllcinent at Ilooghly, seton I only to fliat of 
joa rendered them n moat formidable power in Bengal It 
was with tins great mSecanlilc monopoly that tlic Ijiglisli 

had now to enter into competition In ICll the Fast India 

Lomixany pent two vessels to Siirat, and tlic Portuguc'-c 
prepared to resist tlicir advance w» h four shijjs, the largest 
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the Dutch for a share iu the spice tiadeof the castero islands, 
or on the massacre at Amboyna, which continued for thirty 
years to rankle in the minds of Englishmen, till Cromwcir 
compelled the Dutch to make satisfaction for it In hke 
manner we pass over the contests with the Portuguese for 
the possession of Ormuz and the tiade with Pciajia, whicli. 
when obtained, was‘not found worth retauiing We mo\e 
on to tho cstahhshment of the Company in Bengal lu 
1C20 two of their factors visited Patna, but met with Lttlc 
Ti^Engiihin cncouragemcot In 1C34 alirman npjiears tohavo 
Bmeai,i6-oaa ijegQ obtained from the empeioi, Shah Jelian, for 
tho establishment of a factory in Bengal , but the resistance 
of Rodngues at Ilooghly was yet frcsli, and the residence 
of their agcnt&was restricted to Uio port of Pij Icy, near Bala* 
sore Tu o years after, tho daughter of t!io cinjx.ror, who w as 
then encamped m the Deccan, iK^amg fallen il), the Mzicr dis- 
latched au express to tho English factory at Surat to rciut.‘‘t 
tho scniccs of a surgeou Mr Boughton, attached to one 
of tho ships, was accordingly sent to the mipcnal camp, and 
baaing succeeded in restoring the pnnccss to health, was 
desired to name his otvn reward. In i spirit of the nol Ictt 
patnolibin, he stated that tho onl^ rcmuitekaition ho a\oiilJ 
accept «as an order granting his country men the pnvdcgu of 
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second opporluiiity ot promoting tlio mterests of his conntiy 
At lus reiincst tho prince gnntcd letters potent to the English 
to cstnbhsli factories nt Baksore nnd Hooglily. 

The first factory of tlic Company on the Coro- 
J"™!® mandcl coast tt-is opened nl Masnlipatam, from 
rvlioiicc it was emovcd.in 1625,to Atmegan Tliotiadewas 
not however found to he renioncrativer and Mr Day, tl o 
Biipenntendent, aecepted the invitation of tho raja ot Chun 
dcigiiee, tho last representative ot the great Hindoo dynasty 
of Beeinynugur, to remov 0 tho estahhshmeiit to his tenitoncs 
In a small village on the coast a plot ot ground was marked 
out on which, m lOSO, he erected the factory which attci- 
vvarfs cjpandod into tho great city ot Madras To give 
confidence to tho native merchants, it was surrounded hy a 
foitificatioii, with twelve guns, and m honour of the champion 
of England was called Fort SJ, George 

Tor filtccn years after this period Uiero is no event in the >■' 
transactions of tho Company wortliy of nttcntion Tho un- 
settled state ot England durmg the civil wars was not 
tavourahlo to tho interests of commorco, and the trade of tho 
Comnauy languished The mvcstinenls were small, and tlio 
nrollts smaller, but as soon as domestic tranquillity w.s 
restored under the Protector, on attempt was made hj a lody 
of men, calling themselves tho .■ Merchant Advciitmcrs, to 
hreah up the saclusive pniilegcs ot tho East India Compaiiv. 
n l nrvumclltstl.ey cmplojcd for free trade appear at tho 
^ rdw to he^unaiibwcmhle, hut tlioir validity was not 
i admitted bv those wlio had devised tho Navi- 
' Art. Crimiwcll rctencii the ipiestioii to the Council of 
Imte" vtlio rccomi.ici.de,l him to confirm the privilege, of tho 
^ . rvntl >1 new dmtrr nccfjnhnKly granted to tint 

h’l re c in Im little doubt that, injj.e cireiiinstniiccs ot tho 
tli^the deeisioii of Cromwell was sound, and tint tho ,»vrrr 
^ . ^ r...,rantiil to the maintcmuce of a tndo 

-Ho" iTc., me nml the hostility of the .nt.v. poTvers 

Oftht-truu Ih. a\lcn,«.-..t'Ad%c.UuiM^«MClLcrfmciucor. 
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porated with the old Company, and ttio two bodies united 
11180110111050 coiifimi'ition of their pmilcgcs fiom Charles 
the Second at the Ucstontion A charter was 51 anted on II16 
3rd of April, IGGl, which, id addition to the usual commerual 
privileges, coiiTcrred the right to make pc icc and to wage u ar 
■uitli any people m India not Christians, to seize and deport 
to England all uuhetused Eiighbhmcn, and to administer 
justice The Company, which existed only for tiadc, was thus 
invested with the moat csstutial atlrihutcs of government 
Acnuistiooof the succeeding year Charles II mamed tlie 
Bombay 1662. dauglitcr of tlic king of Portugal, and received 
the island and dependencies of Bombay as part of her dower 
A grand expedition was dispatched to India by the Crown, 
uridci the Eail of Marlborough, to receive posscScioa of the 
settlements , but after haviug held it for six years, the inmis* 
ters of the Ciowu found that jt cost more than it jaeldod 
and ceded it to the Company, under whose fostering care tho 
population has mcreased fiom 10,000 to 500 000, and the trade 
has risen from a few lacs of rupees to thirty crores 
rmics n The j ear, m which the Company acquired the 
Eng MO, 1689 island of Bombay, is also memorable as that m 
^which tile first order for the purchase of tea was sent out by 
them to the Last Tea had been used at tho period of the 
civil war as a “legaha in high treatments and entertain- 
ments, and presents to pimccs and grandee'!, "» and was s )1<1 
as high as 100 shillmgs the pound weight, or 100 rupees the 
seer But m 1G57, Ihomas Garraway, the founder of Garra 
way 8 cofTee house, whicli still exists m Lond m, wns the fir'-t 
to sell It “m drink made according to tho diicctions of the 
most knowing merchants and travellers luto tho eastern 
countries, and many noblcineu, merchant'!, and [hysicians 
rcsoitcd to his house ^n Cliangc Alley to drmk the dnnk 
tbercol He sold it at a rate vaiyuigfrom 1C9 to 50» the 
pound But it was not till ten years after tJiat tl c Comjiany 
issued an older for *‘100 lbs wwght of the best toy they 
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in England Ins increased from one liimdred pounds iroiglit to 
more tlian eighty millions of ponnds 

tveuw n Ben Turning nowto the progress of events lu Bengal 
cal, isia-igio TEith the eicejlion of tno brief intervals, the 
admini'.trition of the province vas, dunng thirty two years 
in the hands of two prmccs of the impcnal family, Soojah 
Khan and Shaista Klian, under whose jnild and beneficent 
rule it enjoyed repose and increased m prosperity Shaista 
Khan rs charged by the factors of the Company wifli insatiable 
rapacity, hut they winced under every demand, hoivever 
jietty, and they did not deny that lie fostered their commerce 
and obtained miuy favours for them from Dellu Tn 
1CG4, the French under the auspices of the great minister 
Colbert, established an East India Company in the hope of 
participating in the trade which had enriched England 
and Ilolhnd Soon after % large French fleet sailed up 
the Hooglil;j and formed a* settlement at Chandemagir 
Three ycart, after, the Butch whose trade had been confined 
to Baljsore, wtn. permitted to establish a factory at ITooghly, 
but eventually lived on Chmsurab two miles distant, as the 
scat of their traffic, and erected a fortification capable of 
ro« sting the native power® wh cli thev named Port Augustus, 
About the same penol the Danes t,ntercd the nver, and 
cmbarlvcd in the trade of the country Bengal thus blessed 
with tranquilljty and enriched ly foreign coramorce, became 
the most flourishing ^iroaincc in the enipiri. The general 
trado of the Conijianv, uLich bad been drooping for manj 
3 cars, received a f ew impi l«c from the raj id increa'ie of pro<. 
pentj in Fnghi d after tlicBcstoralion, and then- exports rose 
from 10 lies m ICGG toUO lies of rupee:, m 1C82 Tie 
ambitious fortunes to winch this tradi. gai e b rth m England 
created a brood of mterlopcrsand gave n®c to disputes wl ichat 
one time threatened to embroil the two uou^es of Parhanient 
rh!urt 4 ,nc«ef 1 sto Klnu ha 1 bccii Tcl Cl cd from thc govciti 
L e ira-io. issi mint of Bengal at his, own request and the Com 
I aiij s agents id CiLaffa toW tdraatage of hM reium to the 
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court to solicit a perpetual firman to exonerate them from 
the necessity of taking out a fresh finnan on the anival of 
every nevr governor, for which they were required to pay most* 
heavily It was granted through his intercession, and received 
m Calcutta with a salute of 300 guns The trade of Bengal 
had moreover acquired such importance that the Court of 
Directors who man-yged the affairs of the Company rai&cd it 
to the dignity of a sepaiate and independent Presidency, and 
Mr Hedges, the first go^ ervor, entered Hooghly wjtJi a hod^ 
guard of a corporal and twenty European soldiers But tl c«e 
prospects were soon to be darkened by the wild ambition of 
the Court of Directors and the folly of their officers Mi Foa 
cock, the cluef of the factory at Patna, Lad remained neutral 
dunng a local emeute, and was charged by the Mogul governor 
with complicity, and placed m confinement, from which be was 
not released without much difficulty The Company s lucra 
tive trade in saltpetre was stbpped at the same time A 
n\al East India Company had been formed in London under 
high auspices and great efforts were made to obtain a char 
ter for it, but the old Company wia still patronized by the 
Court, and w as endowed with t! e additional powers of 
admiralty jurisdiction, whidi authoiized them to seize and con 
fiscate the property of their rivals abroad They now soli 
cited the permission of the viceroy to erect a fort at tl o 
mouth of the UoogJily, or on its banks that they might more 
effectually mtercept the vessels of interlopers The reprt 
sentative of the Mogal bad » horror of European fortification'*, 
and, if he took any interest m the question of nval com} amts, 
must naturally ha\c desired that the number of mvestments 
on wh ch he could levy contnbutions, should be incrcastJ 
The request was therefore refused, and not without nison, 
for such a fortification would have given the Company tl o 
1 1 solute contiol of tliT port and of the commerce of tl e } ro 
Mnce. But the \iccroy went further, and unposed a duty of 
SV T^r cent, on tliclr goods nolwillislandiug the cxem} tiou 
at imrtd by the impcnal fiinioo. ^ 
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w»r with ehfl fcuch demfmds had hccn often nnde before, and 
JiogvJ*. tSiS. as often eluded by a liberal donative , but the 
Last India Company bad become inflated v.ath an idea of their 
oivn power and importance, and determined to estort redress 
Ij to war wjtb the Mognl empire They applied to 

James II for permission to rctalute the injuries of which they 
complamed, and fitted out the lai^cst iftanament which had 
ever been dispatched from England to the East Admiral 
Nicholson as sent out with twelve ships of w ar, carrying 200 
1 1CCC3 of cannon and a body of 600 men, to be reinforced by 
400 from Jladras ILs instructions were to sci/c and fortify 
Chittagong, for ailiich puiposc 200 additional guis were 
I laced on board, to demand the cession of the surrounding 
temtory, to concihate the zemindars, to establish a mint, 
and to enter into a treaty with the raja of Arracan— in 
short, to found a Lingdorn^'llut t(ic<c ambitious projects 
were destined to asexcro disappointment The fleet was 
dia[ier«»od during the vojoge, and scxcral of the xcsbcls, 
instead of steering for Cbitlngong, entend the Iloogbl^, an 1 
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Inmlctof ClmHanutty, alxrat twenty six miles down the river, 
on the Bite of which subsequently nrosG the magnificent capi- 
tal of Bntish India There the viceroy renewed and epim out 
the negotiations till Ins troops could be assembled, when ho 
marched down to attack the Enghali encampment, and Job 
Charnoclv. retired with his soldiers and establishments to the 
island of Ingelce, at the mouth of the nver It was a low 
and deadly swamp covered with long grass, and destitute of 
any fresh water It appears incredible that a man of Chai- 
noclvB experience, who had been thirty years in India, and 
who must have known the nature of that jungle, should have 
Bclectcd the most unhealthy spot id Bengal for an entrenclicd 
camp The Jlogul general allowed him to remain there 
without molestation, well knowing that disease would spare 
hia soldiers the use of thou* swords In three months one half 
of the troops were dead, and th^othcrhalf fit only fot hospital 
ren-ucati At this juDcturc, when the prospects of the 
jonei, 1688 English were reduced to the lowest ebb, the ' iccmy 
made unexpected overtures to Cliamock It appears that 
simultaneously with the dispatch of Admiral NiohoUon’s 
expedition from England, the Court of DircctorB instructed Sir 
Joiin Child to withdraw their establishments from Surat and 
the nciglihoiinng ports, and to commence hostilities on the 
u estem coast An English fleet aras therefore emj loyed in 
llockading the Mogul harbours, and the pilgrim ehips were 
captured The bigotted Auningxcbc hastened to seek a re- 
conciliation ^Mtli those whocommandtdtho highway toMicca, 
and onlors were issued to the govrniors of proa mces to male 
terms with them Cliamock retuniod to Cliuttanuttj, an 1 
the pacifcalion was on the point of Ixung completed avl cn the 
Of ponniico of Captain Heath ixkindkd llie flame Tlio Court 
D -cct rs on litnniw^of the failuro of Admiral Jficliolson’s 
exfiodiiion, instead of foiling up llicir ambitions jrojcct, 
dottrminejl to pronccutc it with in nased vigour, niulBontout 
iTinforer'n' nts nn Icr Ci|tnin HeUli Immcdiatilj on hJ 
arrual !io disallowed the tn.nty then pending, and !i i^ing ( ni- 
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barbed on board the fihips nndcr bis *cQmniand, lying off 
Ghuttanutty, tbe whole of the company’s ofEcers, civil and 
•military, proceeded to Balasore, winch he bombarded and 
burnt He then sailed to Chittagong, but finding the forti 
fications stionger than he had anticipated, crossed the bay, 
and landed the whole of the company s e&tabli&hments at 
hladras , and not a restigc was left of tlie commercial fal ric 
which had been reared in Bengal hj fifty years of painful 
exertion 

BtcontiUaton fresh insult exasperated the haughty spmt 

wjijiie of the emperor, and he issued orders for t)?e 
emv ror )6M gxtupatjQQ Qf Enghsb, and the confbcation 
of their property His orders were hterally obey ed, and the 
English possessions were reduced to tbe fortified toivns of 
3Iadias and Bombay Sir John Child sent two gentlemen 
from Bombay to tbo empcrois encampment at Beejapore to 
propose terms of accommodation Auningztbo never allowed 
ins passions to- interfere with his uitcrests He was nivara 
that hts domimons benefited greatly by the commerce of tbo 
English, the value of wluch exceeded acroro of rupeceaycar, 
that their ships of war could sweep bis coasts and cxtmguiali bis 
navy, and,aboTeal] tbotJtwasintbcirpowertoprDientthere 
sort of pilgrims to the tomb of the Prophet He was there- 
fore induced to accept the proposition of the commi'si uers, 
and directed, the Mccroy of Ct.ngal to innte 3Ir Chatiiuck 
bichtotbc province 

Sbaista Kliaii, who had now governed Bong il for twenty 
years, solicited pcrmi^-sion to rctux, and quitted Dacca mlG83 
On his departure he closed one of the gates of tlie aty, and 
pHccd an inscription o\er it to commemorate tbo fact that 
the pneo of ncc had been reduced during Ins adiinnistration 
to 320 seers the rupee, and heintcrd cted any future goicnior 
from opemng it till ncc was again poH at the same rate It 
CQni:eq«<'ntly continued clo^d for tIurtN six yt irs 
rjiAM.hm.iii©r Shaista Khan wassHcctcilcdly Ihrahini Khan, 
c»i uiu, ICO. 11,^, boji of Ali*\lLnlan, wIiclo inniOisptriKtu iicd 
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by his cari'xls Tllc new viceroy, who waa partial to the 
Enghah, lost no time m inviting Chamock to re establish tha 
Company s factoues m Bengal Cbarnock, however, rcsenteJ‘ 
the humiliating as well as vague terms in which Anmngzcbe 
had conceded the restoration of the settlements of the Enghsli, 
m consequence, — so ran tlie proclamation, — of their having 
“ made a most humble and submissive petition that the crimes 
they had committed should be forgiven " Ho jepbed that he 
could not accept the proposal unless the emperor granted a 
specific firman for Bengal, settiog forth the preci'ie terms on 
which they were to carry on their trade m future T1 o 
viceroy sent him a second commumoation, stating that several 
months must elapse before the finnan could be received from 
the impernl Court, and importuned bim to leturn without 
delay, offering a compensation of 80,000 rupees foi the goods 
which had been plundered Cljaniock could not resist this 
fiiendly appeal, and embarked foi** Bengal with the commercial 
estabhshments of the Company, and on the 24th of August, 
1C90, hoisted th^ standard of England on the banks of the 
Hooglily, and laid the foundation of the city of Calcutta 
But he did not survive this memorable event more than tvo 
years Hm name is perpetuated at Barrackporc, which the 
natives still continue to designate Achanul , and a simple moiiu 
ment m the churchyard of St John s, in Calcutta, marks the 
grave of the man who founded the “city of palaqet.” Itwas 
not bovever, tiU eight years after that the agent of the Com* 
pany was enabled to obtain permission, by a present of 1C OOO 
rupees to tbcaiccroy, to pnrdiase tlio tbreo villages of Calcutta, 
Chuttanutty, and Govindpore, on which the city stand-vj 
Iboitgb the Court of Diiectors did not fail to rcmarlr Ilut 
“ tlicy considered tlie price vmy high ” 

AmMiooofiho The sudden spasm of ambition which sci 7 cd lit 

*^'’“"'1’“'' Court of Directors, m 1CS5, and induced tlitm to 
fit out tins grand anunment to establish a political pow cr 
m India, did not, lioMcaer, last more thin fi\e 5 cars The 
d^iug indication of it apjearB in tlitir despatch of 1033. “T1 0 
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mcrc't'ic of our revenue is tlie subject of ^ur care as much as ^ 
our trade, ’ti3 that must mamtain our force rrlitn tuenty 
accidents may inter’upt our trade , ’tis that must m Uve us 
a nation in India, without that we are but as a great 
number of interlopers, united by his Maj st\’s charter, 
3t only to trade wlitrc nobody of power thinks it tlicir 
interest to oppose us , and upon this aiyount it is that the 
wi e Dutch, m all their general adnccs that wc have seen, 
write ten paragraphs concerning their govemmont, their 
cniland mihtarj pohey, warfare, and the increase of their 
re\e''uc, for one paragraph they amteconCLrung their trade 
But adversity was not lost upon the Court c f Directors , from 
this time forward, andfor more than fifty years, their viens 
were confined so cxdnaivelj to the pursuits of commerce that 
m the year 1754, only three acars before the battle of Phs y,-/ 
which laid the foundation of th^ tr magoificcnt empire, thea con 
tinucd to inculcate on their itriaiits, the necessity of “avoid 
lUg an evponeii c manner of Uving, and of considering them 
se s C8 the represent ati\ ca of » body of rocrcliants, for which a 
decent frugality would be much more m character " 
rmiac*i,oix» of After the establishment of the factory at Cal* 

caittts»,iSff» Court of Directors were anxious toplscc 

it in a state of defence They felt that their oxisteiicc m 
India during the recent conTulsion had been omng solelj 
to the fortrt -fcs of Madras and Bombay, whicli were inipreg 
nnble to the assaults of anr cabie force Those forts had 
been erected before the Mogul authority was exlcntlial over 
tlio territory in avhich they were situated , but any iucrca«o 
of «uch defences was prohibited by the pohev of the empire 
Ibrahim Khan, the viceroy of Bengal, resisted all the imjior-^ 
tnnitict, of the Company » chief to fortify Calcutta, though it 
was bacled by an offer of 40000 mpCLS But five jcais 
alter that eettlcment had been estaTliabed an unox] cctcd 
event led to the gratification of this wi«Iu Sohha Sing, a» 
landed proprietor of Butdwan, irntatcd ty the proccedmga of 
his superior, cri.ati.<i a rehOCiOD, and invitee? Aufiun Kfian, tfii- 
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taile of competitors , trat the Cominny were enabled to obtain 
a confirmation of tlioir exclusive privileges from the Cro^vn m 
1603 A few months after this eieut the House of Commons 
passed a resolution to the effect “ that it is the right of all 
Englishmen to trade to the East Indies, oi any part of tlio 
world, unless prohibited by Act of Parliament’ This ga\o 
fresh animation to the interlopers, and many of them turned 
pirates, attacl ing the Mogxil ships and plundering the Mecca 
pilgrims In revenge for these mjurtes, the Mogul governor 
of bnrat arrested fifty three of the Company’s servants, and 
put them in irons, and they were not liberated without the 
payment of hcaa’y contributions In 1698 the mterlopcrs, 
and others who were eager to participate in the trade of tlio 
East, presented a petition to Paihameat for a charter, and 
accompanied it with the tempting offer of accommodating the 
treasury With a loan of two ^Uions sterling, at eight ptr 
cent Their csertions wert successful, and the old Com 
pany, who bad established British interests lu India by i 
century of labour and eapeuse, being miablc to offer moro 
than 700,0001, were ordered to wind up their affairs and 
Cipiro in three years But the nvjhy of the two bodies was 
foilud, oven m the first year, to infiict tlic most serious injury 
on the national interests m India At Surat the gentlemen 
on the staff of the old Company wero seized by the agents of 
the new body, and conveyed through the streets like male. 
factors, with their hands bound behind them, and dclhercd as 
prisoners into the custody of the Mogul governor Iii-evcry 
market the competition of the two bodiCB created a scarcity , 
and enhanced the price of goods The ofliccrB of tlie native 
goacnmiciit, courted by two parties, recciied bribes from 
eacii, and ()ppre«scd both ‘ Two East India Compames," 
exclaimed tl c old Court of Directors, ^ can no moro suboist 
without destrojang each other than two kings regnant at tiio 
same tune m the same kingdom, that now a cinl battle waa 
to bo fought between them^and two or three years must end 
this war, as the old or tlic new must give u»y ” 
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fleet A equ'xdron of four ships ot wir vrae^ent them 

under Comniodoro "Warren, but one of bis vessels was wrecked, 
a»d so lix was the naval di cipUnc of the penod, that the 
other three, instead of going in pursuit of the pirates, returned 
to England laden mth cargoes of private mcrUiaiidize The 
emperor, on hearing of these renewed piracic*, ordered the 
aiihaasador to fnniiah security for the restoration of the cap- 
tured vessels, and to enter into an engagement to prevent nil 
piracies in future "Uilh this unreasonable request be of 
course refused to comply, on uluchhe was informed that ho 
hnew his way bach to England He left the camp after seven 
months of fruitless negotiation, with a letter and a sword from 
Auningzehe to the Kang of England and thus ended a mission 
winch had cost the new Company neatly sei on lacs of nipces 
The einhaasy itself was a mistake One of Cromwell s omhas 
sadora— a sisty four gun ship which spoke all languages, and 
ueaer took a refusal — would have been far more efBcaaoua 
with this unpnncipled court Sir John Gajcr and the other 
seri ants of the new Company at Surat would not tl en have 
been consigned to a jad as a rptahatioa for piracies they had 
no means of preventing 

rnonodae Tho King the Parliament, and the nation !e 
Con luoict, 1 oz. came at length ecosibte of the fatal results of the 
rivalrj tbcj hadcicatcd and tho two Companies were omal 
gamated by universal con*3eut, under the title of the “ Unite 1 
Company of Jlerclnnts tradmg to the East, the indenture of 
wl ich passed tl c Great Seal on the 22nd of July, 1702 On 
the completion of this union the Courtof Directors, formed by 
the selection of an equal number from each Company, wrote to 
their representative at Calcutta, that “now they were esta 
bh:»hcd by a Pnihamentary anthonty they deemed it a duty 
me iml out on them to EngUnd and their posterity to propa 
gate tl 0 fiituro interests of the nation lu'lndia with ^agour ” 
Ihcy thrccted their attention to the building of tho toivn of 
Cakulta, and gave minute directiona regardmg its streets mid 
h lu.-’Cs They com[ icted tde fort, surrounded it with au 
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entrcnclimont, atJj mounted it is-ith cannon The military 
commandant of Hooghly aia^ on tlio occasion of a dispute 
M itli the Company s cbicfy deterred hj its strength from attaoi.* 
mg it, and the native mcrcliants who resorted to it in large' 
numbers were inspired a\ith iDCrea<5ed confidence The Couit 
of Directors then remodelled their Indian establishment, fisnio 
the salai j of the J’rcsi knt at 300/ , of the eight membcis oi 
council at 40/ , of the junior merchants nt 80/, the factors at 
lo/, and the writers at 5/ , but these inadequate salancs 
w ere eked out by the addition of commons, an annual suj ply 
of madoira, and the pniilcgo of pn\-ote trade The trade 
proved so lucrative that we find the Directors soon after this 
period, complain that even the jamor servants sat doivn to 
dinner with a band of music, and rode out m a coach and four 
cone*ti*ii the ^’^001 tlus timo foHvard to the battle of Plassej 
Ti«n.y 1 00- the history of CalcultaisLttlc eKe butachromele 
of tho exactions 6f the native government and 
the resistance, alternately bold and feeble, of the Companj s 
agents On one occasion the Directors complain that the 
extortions by the Fouxdar of Ilooghlj , who “ was merely tl o 
jackal of the pnnee and the dcuan to discover the prej, had 
made a great bole m tLeir cash ” Then, again, they remon 
Btrate against the exorbitant demand of 30 000 rupees bj the 
nabob — that is, tlie viceroy — and recoiumend greater dibcrc 
tion to their agents Two years after, the ^nabob makes a 
new demand of CO 000 rupees, but la pacified with half that 
sum The year after, the sum of 22 OOO rupees is “ squeezed 
out of them by the Patna king Again m 1717, they com 
plam that ‘ the horse leeches ol Moorshedabad had been prac 
tiding on their eervants “It was actual war which made 
Auruugzebe restore their privileges ” Their servants are 
\ therefore ordered to stop, but not lo seize, the vessels of tl e 
Hogul, “ for reprisals, Lke extreme unction, must never be 
used except in the last extreme ’ “ They never tliought of 

tarrying their contests so far aa au open rupture with the 
1 ictroy of the whole coontiy, thbugh it might be expedient to 
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epcak and look big with the tmder goTCrnoT'! ’ But tin*’ 
brought them no re';pite Soon after, their native agent was 
“chabooked, ’ or flagellated at Moorshedabad to extort a 
bond of 45,000 rufvees from him, arhich was coramnfed to 
20,000 mpees. Even so late as 1750, the President, h^iing 
seized and confiscated the vessel of an Annenian mterJoper, 
was fined a lac and a half of rupees to epmpensate the mer- 
chant, of winch, however, he never received more than 20,000 
rupees It was amidst the constant recurrence of these out 
rageous demands that the Prc-’ideut and counal m Calcutta 
contrived to carry on the trade of the Company till the young 
nabob of Moorshedabad filled np the measnreof injqmtyby 
the sack of Calcutta and the atroaty of the Black Hole, and 
Clive marched up to Moorshedabad and seated a nabob of his 
own on the throne of the three provinces 
UBoniiedKooiM In the year 1702 Meer Jaffer was appointed 
dewan of Bengal^ and cventuall) necroj of the 
three BOubahs of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa He was the 
son of a poor brahmin lo the Deccan, and was purchased and 
circumcised by a Persian mcrcliaot of I'spahan, on whose death 
he was maniuiuttcd He then entered tJie public service, 
where his talents attracted the notice of Aurroigzebe and led 
eventually to Ins being intrusted avitli the financi s of Bengal 
At the same time he was dignificil with the title of Moorahed 
Koolee Khan, which was perpetuated in the new capital wluch [ 
he founded, hloorshedabnd 

Tm «* j to Uc mamfested no little jealousy of the growing 

ivjii. ins. power of the C inipany, lud interfered to such an 
extent aiath Ihcir trade that (he Presnlcnt was induced to 
set d an emlia«s\ to Delhi to seek a redress of gncvanccs 
Two of the senior oITicers in the service ucro soloctcd for this 
of'cc , 1 ut their appeal was thwarted cverj point by the 
UjgCiilP of the Bengal victroj, aid not Ic's I y the profligate 
courtiers of Feroks! ere At length, honcicr, (hiirmi^snii 
w IS nriex{v?ctcdlj crowned with success when Ihej were on 
Iho Li D of abandoning lU The emperor, as r afed m u former 
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Linptcr, vas beti^thed to the danglileroE Ajeet Sing, tlio 
laja of Joudlipore, whom Hussciu Ah Ind brought with him 
to the court But the marriage was interrupted by a disci’^ 
from winch the imperial physicians were unable to relitvo 
|Fcrolvshere The surgeon of the embassy, Sir Ilaniiltoii aiss 
called in and effected a complete cure Ho avas dcs>ircd to 
name Ins own recompense, and, with the same feeling if 
patriotism which had distinguished Mr Boiighton, he asKtd 
only foi the concessions which the British envoys had hitherto 
solicited in vain llis request was granted, and tlnrt} four 
patents embracing the diffcicnt objects of the memorial ncro 
issued m the Emperor’s name and authenticated by the imiio- 
nal seal The pnvilogcs now obtained were, that 
or \ ass, signed by the President should exempt the gflods it 
co\ cred from examiiiation by tho nati\ c ofOcers of goi triuncnt , 
tliat tho mint at ^foorshedahad should be employed three 
dajs in tho week m coming mohey for the Company, that all 
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■with the ryots, to the exclusion of all miadlemen. To facfli- 
tate the collection of the pnhhc revenue iloorshed Koolee 
jnodified this Bysfem and divided the province into cftvLlas, 
over each of which jie appointed an olBcer to collect the reals 
and remit them to the trensniy at Sloorshedahnd. It was 
these officers, v.ho, in process of time, claimed zenundary 
nghts, imperceptibly enlarged tliej power, and having 
assumed the title of raja, made tbeir olSie liereditary The 
viceroy, ■who considered aMahomedan a sieve, which retained 
nothmg, and a Hindoo a sponge, which might be squeezed at 
pleasure, emplojed none butHmdoos in these financial duties. 
Tins will account for the singular fact that, at the penod of 
the battle of Phssy, all the zemmdary rajas of Bengal were 
Hindoos, while the govemroont UseU uas Mahomedan The 
viceroy ■was stem and oppressive in matters of revenue. 
Defaulting zemindars were subject to torture, and some were 
dragged through a pond filled with insufferable ordure, which 
was called, in densiou, b^Ivpnt, or paradise Before appoint* 
log these fiscal officers be caused the lands to be surveyed, 
and fixed the a«se«smcnt at 143,00,000 mpoes, of which stun 
109,00,000 rupees wore punctually remitted to Delhi year by 
year. The ■nceroy lumseU accompanied this convoy of treasurp 
the first stage out of Moorbhedabad The whole expenditure 
of government was covered by the remaining 33,00,000 rupees , 
but 60 tranquil was the province that 2,000 cavaliy and 4,000 
infantry were found suffiaent to maiatain the public authonfy. 
Snofah-ooJ Jloorshcd Koolcc died m 1725, and was succeeded 
aetn. ina. l,y lug son-m law Soojah-ood-decii, a Turkoman, 
who was confirmed by the emperor in tbo government of 
Bengal nud Ons*a, while that of Debar was conferred on 
another. He administered the government for fourteen 
jears, and punctually remitted the annnal tialmte to Delhi. 
Dunug these two reigns the sum abstradTod from the resources 
of tlus nourishing province and squandered at the capital 
cxccciled thirtj crores of rupees. Soojih augmented his 
army to 25,000, and adopted a more magnificent slj le at Lh 
court tliaa Jus frugal fatJier-in-Iaw. The only event of any 
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note dunng his reijn tp'vs the destruction of the Ostend 
India Company established by the emperor of Gonnany at (lio 
I factory of Banky*bazar, on the Hooghly, opposite Chaodcrj 
iiagore The Bcttlemcnt of these interlopers avas regarded 
a\ath feelings of intense jealousy by tlie Dutch, and more par 
ticularly by the Fnglish, who declared their intention to “ cut 
up the Ostcndcr’s trade by the roots and not simply to lop off 
the branches ” 0n(^ of their ships was captured by an Fngli^h 
Tosscl which blockaded the Dooghly. The emperor of Gcr 
many was induced, by poucrful remonstraticcs, to Vpillidnar 
the charter, and a bribe of 320,000 rupees from the Fiigli**!! 
and Dutch induced the viceroy to send a force against Banky* 
bazar, winch fell after a gallant defence, and tlio Ostendtre 
wtro chased out of Bengal 
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marcLuig'bnck at lus lejsore to IToorsbedibad mth a small 
fcody of troops, ■when ho received intelligence that the iloli- 
rtttas were rapidly advancing Tvith 12,000 predatory horse 
to levy contnhutioas in Bengal, and the dilScolties of hia 
reign began 

ifahratur«>- proceedings of the Ifah 

***^‘“^ * ^ mttas after the departure of Js jdir Shah It rvas 
a fortunate circninstance for India that Bajee Eao rvas pre- 
vented from taking advantage of the confusion of the tunes 
by the nece«‘uty of rvatching the movements of Ins formidable 
nral-?, the Gmekavar of Guzerat and the BhonsJay of Berar 
Parsojee Bhonslay rvas onginaDy a pnvale horseman of 
Satara, who raised himself to notice m that ago of adventure, 
and was entrusted with the charge of collecting the llahratta 
does m the province of Berar, where be founded the Jdahratta 
state of ^agporc At the period when Holkar and Siadta 
were only comm ujtlcrem the sftrico of the Peshwa, Eoghoojee 
Bhonslay, who liad succeeded Lis co\i«m Parsojee, was m com- 
mand of a powerful force of his own, with large independent 
resources for its support. While the Nizam was besieged, ao 
already stated, at Bhopal, he re isted the orders of the Peshwa 
to join the Maliratta standard, and proceeded on a plundcnng 
expedition to the provmee of Mlahabad Bijec Kao reseated 
this intrusion into his own exclusuo ejaarry, and scat on army 
to ravage Berar, but it was defeated by Roglioojce That 
leader was oow snfficicnJly strong to cntertaia a jealousy of 
tho ascendancy which the Pe<5li'va had acquired m the Mali 
ratta coifticiK and was intriguing to supplant him , In which 
de'51'wi he was eagerly seconded by the Guicfcwar Tho dif 
fIcuUies of Bajee Kao's positron were relieved by his own 
tact Kogboojee was persuaded to take the command of an 
expedition to ll e Carnatic, consisting of more than 50 00*) 
trooi s Dunng his ab enco Bajee Kao attacked Nazir Jung 
the second son of tho Nizam, but was repuJ'cd with gnat 
vigour TJie war was profracted for many months, chiefly to 
the disaifrautage of the PcAwa, and both parties, weaned 

Q 
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With a fruitless sthiggle, it length agreed to an accommoda* 
tion The Peshwa, dispinted by his ill success and orer- 
Death of Bajee 'whelmed by |ii8 dcbts, started for the north, bat 
Eao 1 40 expired on the banha of the Nerbudda on the 28tb 
of Apnl, 1740 During the twenty years m which he •wielded 
the power of the ilahratta confederacy he raised it to the 
highest position ii^ India, and his power ■was equally felt on 
the hanks of the dolcroon and of the Jumna The impulse 
and the confidence he gave to the ambition of his countrymen 

contmuedto animate them after his decease to fresh conquests, 

and in the course of twenty years rendered them supreme 
throughout India. Ho left three sons — Balajee Kao, Koghoo- 
nith Kao, afterwards the notorious Kaghoba, and the iHegJti 
mate Shumshere Bahadoor to whom he bequeathed his pos 
sessions in Bundlekund. 

8n£«eri«ai)y Bdlajcs Rao TYas placed in his father’s scat, 
BaiajMiiao Qotwitbstandmg the strenuous* opposition of the 
Blionslay, and obtained, from Ins feeblo soaereign, a grant of 
SiUette, Basscio, and the districts recently wrested from the 
Portuguese in the Concan, as well as tbo exclusive nght of 
levying contributions to the north of the Nerbudda, Tifb the 
exception of Guzerat, and tins brought bun into direct collision 
with Roghoojeo Wlnlo that clnc/tam was engaged m ih® 
Caniitic, Bhaskur pundit, who had been left to manage lus 
imnapahty, entered Bchar with a body of 12,000 horse, and, 
emerging from the Kamghur IuUb, spread desolation over tlm 
western districts of Bengal. Ah a erdy was returning from 
Cuttack with a slender force when the ilahratta colnmander 
encountered him, and demanded tho immediate payment often 
lacs of rupees , and, on its being indignantly refused, cnvelojicd 
the Mogul army with lus horse, captunng its tents, baggig®* 
and artillery, and reduced llo viceroy to the Immihntion of 
Tb* luhraiu* Ihe payment ho had previously refused 

ittTfci* nai««i Rut the Mahratta now roi«e<l lus demand to a liun* 
”” dred laos ixnd All %crdy resolved to nui o'crynsk 

rather than submit to the exaction A\ ilh great gallantry be 
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fought his Tvay to Cutwa, Trhere he considorld him'elf socnre 
from any farther attachs The tains had hv this time cotn- 
mdnced in Bengal and the KfahTatta army prepared to return 
to Berar , but tbia rcsoloiion icas oppo:>ed by ifeer ITubecb, 
\rlio represented the follj of throwing away so rich a prize na 
Bongat without an effort. Hubceb was a native of Shenz. 
in Persia, and had been a broker at Eooghly, though unable 
to rtad and write He entered the service of the viceroy, 
and bj his disUngntshcd talents and spmt of enterpnze ro«o 
fugh in lus e<itioiation , bat bating been token prisoner bv 
Blnskur pundit was induced to accept service with the 
JIahrattas, and for eight years was thesou] of their espeditions 
and the cause of mcalculablc misery to BengaL On the pre- 
sent occasion he ohtamed a large force from Bhaskur ana 
advancing against 'Moorshedahad, before Ah verda could come 
to the rescue, plundcrci.1 the subuj-bs and despoiled tl e hank 
mg hou«c of Jugut Sett of twiJcrorcs and a half of rupees. 
On the appearance of Ah verdy, Mcer Hubceb rccro &cd the 
nver, and laid avaste the country from Bahsore to Ptajmahal 
Ho got possess on of Hooghly bv a stratagem The wretched 
Inhabitants crowded into the foreign factones, and more 
cspoaally to Calcutta, for piotcctioa from this storm and the 
President sought pcrmi«sion of the nabob to suiround the 
•n*M»!ir»e» Company’s femtoiy with an intrenchment 
Atchpita. was read 1^ concedtd and the work was commenced 
and prosecuted with vigour, but suspended on the retirement 
of the enemy Tluswasthecclcbraled'Mahrattaditch which,! 
though it has d sappeared, hke the old walls of London, stiU ' 
contimics to mark tl e munic pal bouodancs of the city, ami 
has fiacd on its ciUzens the Bobnquet of the Inhabitauts of 
the Bitch 

omtin-irt Mis- l^fore the close of the rams, Ah vcnly crossed 
TutaisTUMst. river onlh Uic army he rid recnntcil and 
the Ifahratta general was eventually defeated and obliged to 
ei-acaate the province Rofdioojce who 1 id rctnnied from 
the Cureatic capcthUon, detenSmed to ins pretensions 

« 2 
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in Bengal, nnd entered llie pronnee witli a large army. 0^ 
tlic Crst ajnx.araucc of tlio MabrattiR, AIi verily ba „ 

for ntd to the roiirt of Delia, and iLc emjcror mTobcd t io 
fiuccour of tltc Pc^lwa, olTering Inin an assignment on U‘0 
Bengal treasury, anil a wnfinnation of tlic grant o 1 
Bahjeo Rao, will, liis oM grudge against KoEl'aoj™. 
accepted tl.o oITct, and laarclicd witli a largo force t in) „ 
Allal.abad and Bcliar la llic galea of Jlaorslicdaljad, wlicrc^ 
IS said to liaac exacted a crore of rupees fro™ All 
pnee of Ilia sen ices, after wliicli he marched against lOo 
ice, defeated hia army, and despoiled liiai of the p 
had acquiitd Soon after, the twolfaliratta chiefs found t 
their aacwa would he most cffcctnally promoted hy comu = 
to an understanding ThePeshua agreed to , 

right to k\y contributions from Oude, Bcuar, ' 

and Onssa, to Tloghoojcc, nho agreed, on hts part, ^ 
interfere ivitli any of the plaTis or acquibiliODS of tue 
■wa The next ycir, 1744, Roghoojee sent Bhoshurpu 
to renew lus ravages m Bengal, when Ah Tordy invog 
lum to an interview, and by an act of the basest treae Cv 
caused lum to be assassinated, upon which his army ^ 

R .1 rtiion of 1 crime did not long remain unavenged 
iiii6taTi>»i ms next year witnessed tbe revolt of his great gv. 
ral, Jlustapln Klian, wbo bad been employed to decoy >® 
Mahratta general to tbe fatal conference JIustaplia was 
head of the Afghan troops wbo foimcd the strengt i ® 
Bengal army, and it was cluefly to lua talents and valom i 
Ah verdy was indebted for bis elevation The 
af Bchar, which had been promised him, was refused y 
vneeroy, and ho marched mto that province with an 
of 8 000 horse and a large body of mfontry, and, at the sam 
time, invited the^Mahrattas to invade Bengal anew AU 
viceioy, menaced by this double attack, manifested ^ ^ 

most vigour, thougli then verging on eoventy, and too > 
field with the Afghan generals who still remained faith u o 
him Mnstapha was at Iciigfii defeated near Jiigudcs 
and slain, and his body was quartered and exposed on tue 
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walls of Patna The Mahrattas who were ftdrancjng' to his 
aitl rctreatcJ on hearing of hi3 d(^tL, but tlioy returned the 
ncfct year, and, for four succcesive Bcasons ravaged all the 
dsitncts on the nght bank of the rtver The rCv,onection of 
tliesQ devastations was not effaced for generations, and to 
a late period in the pTCicnt century the dread of the Burgees, 
bj ■which name tfio Ifafiraltas were designated, continued to 
flaunt tlic natives from Balasoro to rajniahal TJic viceroj , 
worn out by the inroads which hal f r ten years harassed 
his wretched Bnbjccts and ev) aiisfod his OW'D treaRury, avas 
comjicllcd, m 1751, to purchase peace by agreeing to an 
rea« with ih* annual payment of twelve lacs of nipecs as the 
iuiirwia-si ai ffoyt of Bengal and the cession of the province 
of Onssa Tlie cAowf ceased, as a matter of course, seven 
jeara after, when Bntiab authority became paramount m 
Bengal, but the province continycd in tio posstswon of fho 
^agpore family for half a ccntiry 
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hm! two I one mnmed to hr* nrjlKxr, ^tortir AK 

tlio m >«t tnioili til an t urij nnai W pnntx in tin I V-emn, llic 
otlif'f to Clumdi S'vhiK iInting:uHlRi1 C(inall> Im InI'-Jlf* 
and liiA liU nlily. Iti 173C Wob'until j'oc'^ci'KPn of llio Im* 
|irrgtiil lo fortne^ of Tnclunopolj’ by trcacliLrjr, sKtod tbo 
iinrrotjn linf* Ctiuntrj, nml tlio imlojimlcncc of 

lliL nipiing fntt\^l\, FoOJi ofltr canxj llio prat Jlalintfa 
ItnnPion, niKkr K vli« j >0 Iltioiifiti^ . l\i*i Ali nd'anco'f to 
OKI t liim< I tit was ilof«*atotl and *!u!i Tlie ’^falinttaa tlicn 
I rocr*HfeJ to kiy coritnbnfiotiH m t%cry dircction, ootil t ‘^7 
Ti cix. off will tlio of n croro of nij'CtRj to t^o 

ivinl I j Iniitalmt'ntB by Snfdur AIi, tlio i>on of IXwt Alt, who 
tinw awnmtHl llie titk of nilob of the Camlttc. Ihinnfr this 
Imiplion ChiiniLt *^»lub ilaci-d Ins famih, for greattr Fccant>, 
tmtkr the protccti >n of tlw (rvncli at I’ondicJitrr^, which led 
to important results , 

OoixuiwhRi. r^l“^‘"^y<’fChnn'H S-ihil* had, howctci, 

cxati-d apprthcnsion* in tho Jinnd of Sufdiir Alt, 
nnd it TToa a |iart of his oomiwct witli the Mahntt'is that 
they should return the next jenr and oxtingiu-di h a powers 
rctaunng tho pnnapahty of Tnchinopoly for theroscUcs 
They came down, accordingly, m 17J1 and laid siege to that 
fort, winch Chunda Sahib defend d with great akill nnd Taloiif 
for tlircc months, but won cTcntnall^ constrained to capitulate t 
and ns he was considered tho nblcat and most formidable 
sol her in the south, ho was con\ ij i d to Satara nnd placed m 
stnet confinement. Moran Rao, tho Jfahratta chief of Gooty, 
with 14,000 men, I»opt possession of tho fort and territory 
of Tnchinopoly A year after, Sufdur Ah was assassinated 
Ij ilortiz All, who proclaimed himself nabob, but the fnends 
and relatires of tho murdered pnnee anthdrew his infant eon 
from Madras, where he had obtained shelter, aud raised lum 
to the throne Mh'inwhjlc tho b»izam, who had returned from 
Delhi to the Deccan, resolved to put on end to tho anarchy of 
tliD Carnatic, and moved dovra with an army httlo short of 
fcO.OOO horse and 200,000 foot • AH parties hasttued to uiaLe 
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their eubmission to this overwhelming^ for?^ and the Nizara 
placed the admimstration of the province in the hands of one 
of his old and faithful servants, Anwar*ood deen, as the 
guardian of the youthful sou of Sufdur Ah, on whom he en- 
gaged to confer the nabobship when he came of age The 
youth was soon afterwards assassinated, hut 
Anwar-ood deen is not chargeable with comphcitj 
of naboinof the jq jjug enmo, thoogh hc obtointd the benefit of it. 

He was placed in the vacant post, Md founded 
the family of the nabobs of Arcot, or of the Carnatic, subse- 
quently BO notorious in the hiatory of British India Sadut- 
oollah and his son, Dost Ah, had governed the Carnatic for 
thirty years with great moderation and no httlc advantage 
to the people. To them arc apparently duo the ment of con- 
structing those works of irrigation which diffnscd fertility 
through the distnct. During their reigns the coontry enjoyed 
a respite from desolation, aad^gun to flourish The people, 
grateful for so unosunl a blessing, had contracted a iivann 
attachment to the family, while the nabob of tho J'lzam was 
confiilcrcd an interloper and regarded with a proportionate 
feeling of antipathy 


CIIAPTEU IX. 

Krroirts or Tne racscii to rJiAUUsn ax ciirirE xs renu 
174C— I7GI 

Vtrw 'i cnlcnng on a tones of e\cats 

1 “■ which, though of little Fignificancc at tho time, 
j rodneed tho most momentons nsnUs, mil Uil tticfounla- 
Inn of lurfj'can eujivmacyin In ha, ipp to this time the 
Irtnch ant IngWi in loda hid teen engaged only m tho 
purau^ts of comrocfw, and tl ough tlcy were njuattHlly at 
war, diinng a innod of i>c'4ntj yiara, la Luropi, Uien. tv as 
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without any rconlt The French general^ impatient to plant 
the French flag on the ramparts of Ifadras, proceeded to Pon- 
ihehetry to obtain the co operation of the governor, Dnpleix. 
Dupieii. He was the son of a fanner genera), and was sent 
in bis yonth to Indio, where be embarked in an extensive 
trade with all the ports of the east, and acquired great wealth 
Ha\nng been appointed governor of Chandemagore, he en- 
riched it by commerce till it became more than the nval of 
Calcutta, and left two thousand bnck buildings as a monument 
of Ins enterprising spirit He was a man of inordinate am- 
bition and egregious vanity, bat at the same time of vast 
energy and resources He had been employed for four years 
in fortifying Pondicherry, when Labourdonnais amred with 
plenary powers, but instead of co operating with bun to pro 
mote the common interests of the nation, a jealous) of tho 
reputationhe might acquire, induced Dupleix to thwart all bis 
projects. But the ludomitqbfc zeal of Labourdonnais over- 
came every obstacle, and his fleet was rapidly equipped for a 
descent on Ifadras On the other hand, the Fng^ish squadron, 
sent out for tho express porposoof prot&cUng the eettlemeots, 
w*i8 unaccountably withdrawn at this critical juncture, and 
the commodore abaadosed tbeoi to their fate 


CaptunaC Labourdonnaia, flndiug the coast clear, lost no 
iuim time in steering for Madras That settlement 
8eptcmi>«r 1716. gro\m up frocQ ao losigniflcant hamlet m iCiO 
to s town of 2o0,000 inbaLuaDta in 171G The tcmtoiy 
extended about five mfles along the coast, and % little moro 
than a mile inland After a century of peaceful commerce, 
undisturbed ly the appearance of any enemy by land or by 
sea, it was ill prepared for tho formidable attack now impend- 
ing The fortificnttons, nhicb had never been strong, were 


now dilipidatcd, and the store of ammunition was scanty Of 
tho oOO Europeans in the town, 200 w<?»b soldiers, and few of 
these had ever seen a shot fired m earnest On the 15lh of 


September, 174C, Lahourdoanais appeared oil the town with 
1,100 Europeans 400 Malagascc^ and 400 Bcpoys, or nau\o 
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poldicrs, framed an^l djcoplmcd by Europeans, an expedient 
■winch the French ■were the first in India to adopt After a 
bombardment of five daj 8, dunngwluch the Frcncli did not» 
lose a man, and the English lost only fi\e, and that by tho 
bursting of one of their orm bombs, tho towm and fort^'oro 
Bnircridtred. Tlio French commander rias interdicted by 
Itw mstructiona from retaining any of the scttlenjenls ho 
iniglit capture, and lie, therefore, htld tho town to ransom, for 
the sum of fortj -four lacs of rupees, indcjicndently of fhenicr- 
clnntbzc, tlic mihlaty and na\al stores, and the money belong* 
itig to the Gomjsiny Konc of tho residents wens moloslt d 
m jicivon orpro{iorty , and itnas agned that tho town should 
Iw cMcwaled by the Fixnch (rooj»s in three months, and tint 
it should not bo ngam attached during tho war Tho suceesi 
mid the mrxicration of fjabourdonnan only fcrietl to lutbmo 
the animosity of Dujlcix, who protesti'd ngam'il thuran'U'on, 
and decliKd that tho town nnd.factory ought to liavo been 
razed to the grinind 
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encrn cs be bid made m India by bis epei^ and patriotism, 
^erefavoTirablyreceiTed, bia. great services ivero oTerlooted 
and be iras thrown into the Ba^tfle where be hngored for 
three years, and died of a broken heart on his liberation. 

^ appearance of Labon^Jonnais armv 
»iwi« to before Hadras, the Nabob of the Carnatic, \u 
^ vrar-ood deen, sent an agent to Pondicherry to 
remonstrate on the pre<nnnptioa of the French m attacking a 
settlement in his dominions which was under bis protection 
Dnpleix endeavoured to paofy him by tlie protm e of ddiver 
mg the town to hen when captured that bo might enneh 
himself by its ransom. But after its «arTcni3er the Nabob 
du covered that the promse had been made onlj to cozen 
him, and he sent his son with a force of 10 OOo men to dnvu 
tut the French They advanced vntb confidence to attack 
f / a t^opfsad, Trhc>m 

LabourdoRTiais had left t« protect the totnu But the field 
pieces of the French fired three or foor tunes ij mmute wJ fie 
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I Blndras The gOTejjnor and the principal inbahitants were 
declared pnsouers of war and inarched down to Pondicherry, 
•where, under pretence of doing them honour, they were 
inarched thiough the Btreets, amidst the jeers of fifty thousand 
spectators Dupleis foDowed up this act of bad faith by 
hying siege to Fort St Dmd, another settlement of the 
Company on the Coast, abcut a hundred miles south of 
Madras, winch was the tune defended only by 200 
European troops The Engbsh chief solicited the aid of the 
Nabob of the Carnatic, who was smarting under the disgrace 
inflicted on his son at Madras, and readilj advanced with a 
large force A French detachment was unexpectedly attacl ed 
by tlie Nabob s general, and seized witb a panic, and retired 
in disorder to Pondicbeny avith considerable loss Pupleix 
who had a thorough knowledge of the native character, now 
Bot himself to detach the Nabob from the EnglsU alkanco 
The singular departure of the Engbsb fleet m the preceding 
year, and the arrival of four French vessels >vilh remforco 
ments, enabled him to decry the one, and to c\tol the resources 
of the other An Asiatic pnneo never considers himself 
bound by any pnnaplo of honour, or even consistency, his 
own supposed advantage is the only rule of bis conduct, and 
ho changes sides without the smallest scrujlc Dui Icix sue* 
coeded in persuading the Nabob that the English were the 
weaker party, and the Nabob did not hesitate for a moment 
to abandon them llis sou was ncoortl ngly sent to Poridi- 
clierry to form an alliance with Puplcix, by whom be ana 
Tcccwcd ■With the greatest ostentation, and loaded willi 
presents Tho French now advanced against St, Daiid n 
second tunc with a greater force, X ut a large fleet was do- 
srntd m the ofTng, Inch proved to X)C an Ei gl &li armament, 
and tlie bcsicgors retreated rapidly to Pomliclierry 
r™ «,,i, Tii)anrm%ncnt,wl idihadXecu desjntchedfrom 
Mikberty f Hglnnd for tht, di.fcticc of tl 0 Comj an\ s settle 
*”* mciitfl, under the command of Adiiiiral Boscawcu 

armed off fort SL David on the 9th of August, and uua 
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immediately joined by the xessels of Admiral Gn£5n. The * 
juaction of the two equadroos formed the largest nianbme 
force which had ever been seen m the eastern seas It con- 
sisted of more than thirty vessels, none of whidi were of lo«3 
than 500 tons, and thirteen of them men of war of the 
hne The English troops now on the Coast comprised m all 
S,7'^0 Europeans, 300 topas cs and 2,000 sepoys, equal to any 
entcrpn«e The I^aliob stdl changing sides as the power of 
the English or the French appeared to predominate, promised 
llie aid of a body of his troops Every bo«! 0 m was beating 
with the hope that the lo^ of Madras would be avenged bv 
the capture of Pondicherrv , but the Engh-sh were subjected 
to a bitter duappointment The anny began its march to 
that settlement on the 8tb of August, ond the siciire was 
pro'oeuted for fifty da^ « hnt. no^th^tanding the valour of 
the o&cers and men, it wa^ at length disgracefully raised, 
after more than a thon^andCoropean hvc» had been sacnficcd 
Seldom, if ever, ha any siege in India oshibi‘cd more egre 
gious blunders on the part of the cominandets Dnple« 
announced the abandonment of the eiegc as a magnificent 
triumph of the French anus toall the various prmces of Ind n, 
not forgetting c' on tl e great Mocul, and he received from all 
quarters the most flittering comjlimcnts on lus oii-n iblifi 
and the valour of his nation For the tune, the French were 
regarded as the greatest European power m the Deccan anil 
the English who Lad not only lost tl tir own settlement, 
but filled to capture that of their nval» suuV. into contempt 
•^cven days after the rutircment of tlic Engli^Ii foiro, informa- 
tion was received of the su«pon«ion of liostiLties in Eiiroj c, 
Avhicli ended in the peace of \ix la CliajiUe, and Madras was 
restored to the East India Cmnpanv 

cicrtj O' iiLt This war, of htllc more than two years dontion 
i>«r«ar^Tu opens a new cn in tl c pf hfi« of India In 17IC, 
n ither the English nor the French were viewed by the nativo 
rulers m any othef hght tlian as in rffu "ivc tnders By the 
end of 171'“^ they had dime oat os great inilita *5 powers 
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•whose alliance or of^osition was an object of importance to 
the pnnccs of the country It might have been expected 
that on the return of peace both parties would lay aside tiuir 
armour, and return to tlie counting house But as the 
clofiucnt Inatorian of these transactions, who v as at the time 
at Madras, observes, “ The war had brought to Pondicheny 
F and Port St Damd, ^ number of troops greatly superior to 
any which either of the two nations had assembled in India, 
and as if it was impossible that a mihtary force which feels 
itself capable of enterprises should refrain from attempting 
them, the two settlements, no longer authonsed to fight with 
each other, took the rcaolution of employing their arms m tlic 
contMts of the pnnees of the country , the Enghsh with gaat 
indiscretion, the French with the utmost ambition ” 

Eip€dia<iaM English were the first to take the field. 

De»i-eottft. ii»9 ^hc httle principality of Tanjore, seventy miles 
long and sixty m breadth, ■with*the bstory of winch thn 
reader 18 already acquainted, was at this time governed ly 
Pretap Smg, the fifth m succession from the Ifaliratta chief- 
tain who had conquered it ILs brother, Sahoojee, who 
had been deposed for his imbecility, npphed to the governor 
of Madras to reseat him on the throne, cngiging to defray 
all the expenses of the expedition and to cede tlie town and 
district of Devi cotta, at the mouth of the Coleroon The 
Enghsh had no nght to mferfere in this foreign quarrel, but 
Ihcir troops Tiere unemployed, and the opportunity was very 
tempting This forms, perhaps, the only instance during a 
century of warfare of an expedition undertaken hj tliem 
without anj plea of necessity The force which was sent to 
conquer Tanjore consisted of 430 Europeans and 1 ,000 sofH'j s, 
with eight field pieces and mortars, under the command tf 
Major Stringer Lawrence, the first of that long train of heroes 
who have rendered name illustnous on the jhins 

of Tlindostan The commcDCcmcnt of the siege was man- 
s^icmuR Tlvi typtiwm vihi^wshued la tlm mGn6csoa, ewaV. 
souio of the largest of the ships, an^uiilictod sucli dcetructiou 
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on Ibe amv as to obbgc the Major to reliro to Porto Novo to 
refit It •n’Oald be tedions to follow the vaned events of tho 
'Siege, wluch was onr first and most clumsy attempt to tako 
an Indian fort, and which demos its chief interest from the 
circumstance that it afforded the first opportunity for develop- 
ing tho gtniua of Clive The fort was captured after two 
imsucces'sful attacks , but it had now bi^mo mamfest to the 
Madras Presidency that the cause of our prefegee was un 
popular and hopelc'ss The raja of Tanjore, menaced by Chunda 
Saiiib, offered to defray all the expenses incurred by the Com 
pany m war, to cede Devi-coltawilh the distnct around it, and 
to grant a pension of 50,000 rupees a year to his disinherited 
brother These terms were accepted, and the troops returned 
to Madras. 

r>opi*ai»ai!i the English army was thus wastmg its 

ti«u dewji*. strength on the w»Us of Devi-cotta, Dupleis w as 
playing a higher game had seen a thousand Eoropean 
troops disperse an army of ten tbonsand native soldiers like b 
flodfe of sheep, and he had received the congratulations of tho 
native princes on the success of bis snus He had at his 
disposal an army capable of any enterprise, and, m Bussy, a 
general fit to command it. He delcnnined, therefore, to take 
advantage of the confusion of the tunes, and the prestige ho 
bad acquired, to set op a French emptro in the Beccan. 
Chunda Sahib was considered by the natives of the Carnatic, 
the ablest soldier m the country, and the only man who could 
deliver them from the yoke of the hated Anwar ood deen, and 
DupKii at once perceived how greatly lua ambitious projects 
would be forwarded d GUunda Sahib were placed on the throne 
of tho Camafic by his inslnmientahtj He accordingly 
opened a correspondence with that pnucc, who had been a 
pnsoaer for c ght years at Satara, thro^b the mcdinm of his 
wife who was residing at Pondicheny under the protection 
of the French government After mucla negotiation Dupleix 
succeeded m obtainTug the liberation of Chunda Sahib by the 
pajTUtnt of seven lacs rupees and ho ajpeared on tho 
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raofines of the Caraatic 'with 6,000 troops whom he had cu- 
hsted when the death of the old Nizam, at Syderabad, gare 
a new turn to pubLc affairs ■ 

DeattofOM Towards the end of 1748 Nizam ooT moolk, the 
Niiam, IT48 soohadar of the Deccan, the great founder of the 
hingdom of Hydetahad, closed his long and eventful career at 
the age of a hundred^ and four His eldest son, Gh izec ood 
deen was at the time Iwgh in office at Delhi Bjs second sou, 
NaziiJuug who was with lu3 father at the penod of his de» 
cease and m command of the army, immediately seized the 
public treasure and the supreme authority, giving out that 
his elder biotlier had resigned the office of soohadar to him 
But there was a grandson of the old Nizam whom he had 
chenshed with great affection, and who now aepircd to this 
honour He affirmed that it had been conferred on him by the 
emperor himstff %n(fi the titfeof ifozulTer Jung and lie as 
eembled an army of 25 000 meD'’inth which be hovered on 
the west of Golcouda, watching the opportunity of action 
Chunda Sahib, hearing of the position and designs of the 
young prince, immediately offered lum the service of his swoid 
Ue was recci\ed m (he vamp with open arms, and lus tioops 
were at once tahen into the pay of Moznffer, who was per 
Kuaded to appoint lum Nabob of the Carnatic, and to march m 
the first instance, to the conquest of that province, on tlie 
ground tint its resources would be invaluable m tho strug'^lo 
with Nazir Jung A commuJucation was at the hamc tune 
made to Dupltix inviting him to join the confederacy, and 
offering him great advantages for tho French Company Tim 
proi osal, if It did not oiigmate with Dnpleix, was most nccep 
table to liitn, aad a contingent of 400 Europeans and 2,000 
BOiwys was immediately sent to join the confederates Tbcir 
muted force, swcllq^ in Us progress to 40,000 men, entered 
the Carnatic and began to leay contributions. The Nabob, 
Ainvar ood deen, advanced to repel tho ini asioo v, ith a forco 
of oaly half that number, and a battle was fought m July, 1749, 
at Amboor, fifty miles from Arcot, avhich decided tho fato of 
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tie Cimitic. The annv of th« NTbob ini| completely rooted 
duefiy tlirough the Tilonr of Bn-sv’s troops, the "Nabob him 
<elf was shot dead in the action, and his son Mahomed Ah, 
ned to Tnchmopolv, where the family and the treasure* of 
the deceased J>3bob had been deposited. 

_ . Mo^ffer Jonxr marched the next dav to Arcot 

Ese Ejurtsli *.1 ® 

l^ihotcai Aa. and assumed the st*vte and dignity of soobadar 
* of the Deccan, confemng th€ government of the 

Carnatic on Chnnda Sahib From thence they proceeded 
together to Pond-cbem , where Dopleix received them with 
all the oriental ceremoni''s due to tlie rant tliey had assumed 
and was reward'd br the grant of eighty-one village^, 
Mahomed AJi, on his amval at Tnchinopoly, came to the 
coucIukIOU that Jt could not be socce 'sfully dtfeuded against 
the Tittonous army of Chanda Sahib, backed b' his French 
allies, although it was one of the strongest and most tmjiort 
ant fortresses in tie «outh l^e^sent, therefore to implore the 
BS. istmce of the Engh li governor of Mad-as, who was. 
however, without acv mstroction* for soch an emersrencT 
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after two months ^liad been wasted m the Bicgo the nja 
engaged to pay down seventylacs of rupees to the allies, and 
to cede more than eighty tillages to the French, around their 
settlement at Cancal With the ticw of gaming time, he 
doled out the money in dnbicts, but before the first instalment 
had been counted down, Supleix infoimed the allies that Nazir 
Jung was approaching the Carnatic with an o-verwhelming 
force , upon which tffey Isolre up their encampment m diMiiay» 
and retired to the ncmity of Pondicherry 

Tlio army with which Nazur Jung entered tho 
iioiuffer Juag Camatic to drive out the two adventurers did not 
short of 300 000 men, one half of whom con- 
sisted of caT\lt>, and a tenth of mercenary 
Mahrattas, with 800 gnus and 1,300 elephants He sura 
mODcd to hia standard all the tributaries of Hyderabad, and, 
among others, the Patan nabobs of Cuddipah, Kurnool, and 
Saranoro Their ancestors liad ^lold those districts under the 
crowns of Beejapore and of Golcomla, and they thcmsclv2a 
were at the head of the Fatans, who were constantly 
streaming down from Afghanistan to scch cmi loj ment and 
plnndcr m India, The encampment of Nazir Jung n as esta- 
blished at ValJoro, about fifteen miles from Pondicherry, and 
the Governor of Madras sent an Eughsli force of GOO 
Europeans to join it under Major Lawrence Dnpleix, on liia 
pait, augmented the French contingent with MozufTcr Jung 
nnd Cbunda Sahib to 2,000 Furopcaii bayoiieta. JJufc on tho 
cve of the (laj fixed for battle, thirteen Irendi ofTicorB, who 
^cre dissa(isfie<l uith their share of tho treasure obtained 
from tho raja of laiijorc, luscly deserted tlicir colours and 
ictumed to PondichciT) TIio soldiers ncre panic struck, 
und followed their cxamilc Chunda Sahib fought lua a\ ay 
ba k gUlantly tothc French pctlkmcnt, but MozuITcr Jung 
Burrcndcrral hunscTi'to h 8 uncle, who took nn oath to protect 
him, ami then placed him m captnity 

PbjiUU-, aj,tuj IJ e niultiiioua schenes of PupJeu vsn mJtr- 
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tn rementi mptcd by tbis reverse, bnt hy sliowed himself is 
g;rcat an adept m onental intngne as if he had 
icon bred a hlnbotnedan coorticr ile immediately opened a 
negotiation ovnth Nazir Jnng, and was allowed to send an 
envoy to his camp, who had thus an opportunity of ascertain- 
ing the precise position of affan« Though the mission of his 
emissary was not successful, he discovered that the throe 
Patan nabobs mentioned above were ^dissatisfied w ith the 
proceedings of tho Nizam, and ready to revolt Duplcix 
estaulishcd a correspondence with them, and, with the view 
of sccunng their confidence and intimidating the Nizam, sent 
an expedition to Masnlipatam, and captmed the fort , 
attached the camp of Mahomed Ah, and, after a prodigous 
slaughter, constrained him to fly with only one or two 
attendants, and then seized on Ginjee, the stronghold of the 
south, tho Bicgo of which hml detained Zulfikar Khan nine 
years These danng ciploiis at length roused Nazir Jung 
from tho voluptuous sloth m which bo was buned at Arcot, 
and induced liim to send two of his officers to rcuow tho 
negotiations witiiDuilcix ButDoplcix, seeing tlic game in 
his oivn hands, rose m Ins demands, and required th'^ 
liberation of SrozufTvr Jung and llio rcstonlion of his estates, 
together with the acknowledgment of GliimdaSaliibas Nabob 
of the Carnatic, and tho cession of Masuhpafani and its 
dtpcndcncics to tho rrcncli 

s»*irjunc»t- Nazir Jung, indignant at theso audacious pro- 
and posals, lusfantly Ordered Ins army to march against 
la cd, i74> Jjip p rcnch Tliougli it bad been reduced in num 
bor by the dismissal of many dctaclimcnts, fifteen days wero 
occ«i lid m marching a distance of only thirty miles Scarcity 
and disease l>cgan to thin its ranks, and the Nabob, weary of 
a war in wl ich he had wasted a twelvemonth to no purpose, 
cuncciled all the demands of Pujliix, an6*tlicj were cmlxxlied 
m a tnatj But Dii|Iux bad been for socn months in 
currisjtnndiuco with the discontented nabobs, and on tie 
• C.2 
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matanty of the sj’lieme, had ordered his commandant ct 
Gmjee to pioceed against the camp of Nazir Jung, as soon as 
he received a requisition from them Their summons unfor-» 
tunately reached him before the ratification of the treaty, in 
total Ignorance of which, he marclied on the 4th of December, 
1749, towards the Nizam’s camp, with 800 Europeans and 
3,000 sepoys After a long and fatiguing march of sisteen 
miles, he came in sight of it as it stretched over an area of 
eighteen miles, and immediately commenced the attach IDs 
small force was repeatedly charged by different divisions of 
the enemy, but hia field pieces shattered their ranks, and by 
mid day half their anny was in flight. Nazir Jung could not 
credit the report, that the French with whom ho bad just 
concluded a treaty were engaged in attacking his troops, 
hut when ho was assured of tlic fact, ho rode up with mdig* 
nant haste to tho three nabobs, who were marching to join 
the French, and singling out l^jo Nabob of Cuddapah, to 
proached him with his cowardice and treachery Tho Nabob 
lodged two balls m the heart of Ins unfortunate master, and 
having caused liis head to be struck off, hastened to present 
it to hrozulfu Jung ' 

Moiafta-Jun Moziiffcr JuDg was immediately released from 
Vccom«< Mun, confinement, and saluted Soobadar of the Dcccan 
’ ” “Never,” remarks the great historian of this 

period, “ since the daj e of Cortez and Pizarro, did bo small a 
force decide the fate of so largo a soa crciguty ' The new 
JSizam proceeded to Fondiclicriy, and was welcomed with a 
grand display of eastern pomp The day following Ins arrival 
he was installed as Soobadar, and Dujdcix, arm^ ed m tho 
gorgeous robes of a Mahomcdin omra, appeared ns the diicf 
actor in the pageant. Chnuda Sahib avas declared Nabob of 
the Carnatic, and Duplci'c was nommated governor on tlio 
part of tho JlogtilJ'of alt tJie country l^ing south of the 
Kifltna Tlins had this d vnng politician, in tl o bm f space of 
twenty months, outnui even liis own large schemeof ambition 
Ifc had not only created a Nabob of the Camabc, but cv en a 
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Viceroy of the Dectnn, and had obtained {he Boprcmo control 
of a kingdom hrgcr than Franco 

r>«th of Jioxvrf Mozuffer Jung was not to enjoy this dig 

fcrJuos, 1 51 nity long After having made a profuse distrlu 
tion of the treasures of ^azJ^ Jung, amountuig to two crores 
of rupees among hia partisans, he left Pondicherry on his 
return to Hyderabad on the ^th of January, 17ol, accom 
panicd by a French force of 300 Europeans and 2 000 sepo^ s, 
under the command of Bussj lie had not proceeded more 
than sixty leagues, when the three Patau nabob*! lio were 
dissatisfied with the rewards they had received on the occasion 
of Ins elevation, broke into open rebelhon Hus^} s force 
was immediately called forth, and Ins artillery swept 
do^n theur battalions, the trcaclierons hiabob of bavanore 
wia hacked to pieces, and the revolt was quenched m the 
blood of those who had cxcitdd ih But the irntatcd Nizam, 
rojectmg the sound adnceof Bussj, insisted on tho pursuit 
of the fugitives, and was struck dead bj tlio jivthn of 
tho nabob of kumool, wLowab m his turn slam in iho conflict 
The whole camp was thrown into the greatest confu«ion by 
this unexpected event, but Bu« y never lost his prescuco of 
mind lie as cmblod tho bewiUcrcd generals and mmKtcr*, 
and, such was the uifluencc he hnd acjuireO, that he induced 
them to confer the vacant d guili on Salabut Jung tl c Hurd 
son of the oil Nizam who was then a priboncr m thec.xmp 
Tranquillity was immediately restored, and the arma resumed 
Its proga«s Leaving it now to fiirsuc its march to tho 
north, w c turn to the movements of Cliunda Snliib 

Chanda Sahib procccdeil from Pondirl errv w itli 
ji ^ troops and 8J0 French ouxiliancs 

to \rcot, m Fibruaiy, 1751, to recent homage os 
Nal^ob of tho Cimatic, and then abnr*.d to tie s cgt <f 
TnthijiojKlj 3Ir fcanndir« now G itnior of ilalras, felt 
that a gn at error had l>ccri c inmitual m j'ermittuig Piij Lix 
to o\ ta n h ich a footing uv the s nth, aud he ttSAjlved to 
counteract Ins echemea bj a niort dcc.«i\o ejp|«rt of tie 
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C5ni<»o of '^IallOIncll^\ll A Iirgeilttacljmcnt 'van nccorJingly 
bcnt to tlio relief of (ho bi«iH Inghsh gjimson coni»C(l tip fn 
tlic fort of Tncliinopilj, but the troops of our all^ scarcely 
cxcccdecj fl lorith of tliose n-’a tnUwi under tfio banner of 


Chunda Saliib Captain Clnrc, xtlionccompnii dtlio reinforce- 
ment, rofnrned to Sfaclras and urged on the Goxcnior tlio >m 
I ortance of crcatiugva diversion, an 1 euggcslcil an exj edition 
to \rt,ot, the caj ital of the CamatiC. Cine, the founder of 
CttWfTofciiT*. Hritish cmiirc m India, had gone out to 
Aladms »n the qmI Bciaico of the Past India Com- 


pany in 1711, and was present at the Biirrondcr of that town 
to LabomdonnaiP, two years after I ollowing the bent of 
hiB genma, he exchanged the jvjn for the sword, and obtained 
an ensign H commission IIo distinguished liimscif in the 
ojicrations before Devi cotta, wbero bo attracted the nd- 
miration of Major Lawrence * He was also at the abortive 
and (Iiaastroiis eiego of Pondiclieny under admiral Boscawon 
Mr Samidcrs adoi ted hie advice, and confi led the Arcot ex 
ptdition to Ills charge, though he was only twenty six jears 
of age at the time Tlie only force that could bo spared from 
Madras consisted of 200 Europeans, andSOOsopoya and eight 
field puces Of the cigl t ollicers who accompanied it one- 
half were avihans attracted to the cxjKsdition by the example 
of CUve, and six of them bod never been in act on But Cbve 
had seen from the ramparts of Madras a mere handful of 
EurojKans defeat and disperse ten thoimnd native sol hers, 
find he liad confidence in hia own powers During tho march 
of the troops they were overtaken by a violent storm of thun 
dcr, lightning, and ram, Imt they continued their progress 
with the utmost coolness, and this orcumstarce impressed the 
Buperetitious garrison with so exalted an idea of tl eir prowess, 
tl at tl (,y were alliy^ed to miter the fort without opposition 
The expedition produced tie desired effect, Chiiiida ^ahib 
VI as obliged to detach a laigo force to Arcot and tbe pres 
BuiP on the EngLsh gantson ^vt Tnchinopoly was afie- 
viated. 
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The fort of Arcot was morc*than a inJe m cir- 
cumference, with a low and ligbtlj built panpet , 
* Bevcral of the towers were decaj ed and tbe difcb, 

where not fordable, was dry and cbobed up From tbe day 
of its occupation, CUtg had been incessantly employed m re 
pairing tbe defence", but the place seemed bttle capable of 
standing a siege. Of bis eight olBccre, one had been killed and 
two wounded m successive eneoimters with tbe enemy, and 
a fourth had returned to Madras Tbe troops fit for duty 
bad been reduced by casualties and disease to 120 Europeans 
and 200 sepoys, and it was with this small body that Clive 
Bustamed, for seven weeks, the incessant assaults of 10,000 
nabre troops and 150 ‘Europeans On the hst day of tbe 
Bicgo tbs enemy endeavoured to storm tbo fort, but, during 
a conflict which lasted mote than eighteen hours, they were 
lepnlsed on eveiy point, and the next morning were seen to 
break up their encampment and retire “Thus ended this 
memorable siege,” as Orme remarks, “ maintained fifty days, 
under every disadvantage of situation and force by a handful 
of men in their first campaign, with a spirit worthy of the 
most veteran troops, and conducted by the young commander 
%\ith indefatigable activity unshaken confidence, and un- 
d'lunted conroge, aad BOtirvthvtaa&flg io had vt fJws tma 
neither read boots or converged with men capable of giving 
him much instruction in the military art, all the roBources 
wlucb he employed m the dcfcuo* of Arcot were such as were 
dictated by tbe best masters m the art of war " IIis charac 
ter was completely defined in a single expression of the great 
minister of England, W ilBam Pitt, when he styled hmi the 
** hear en bom general ” 

Chunda Sahib still TOntinucd to beleaguer Tn 
ji chinopoly with a largo force, and JIahomed Ah 
was induced, by bis terror, to mi itc the aid of the 
regent of Mjsore and Moran Rao the JIahratta chief of 
Gooty, ns well as the general of the Tanjorc troojis Chve, 
on his return from Arcot, proceeded to Tnchmopoly, and ivaa 
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rmployediQTanou^eatcrpnsesof a minor clnracter, wlucht 
li6wc\ er, served to mature bia military talents The cam- 
paign was brought to an early and successful issue by Majof 
La^vrence, who, m June, 17o2, compelled the French comman- 
der Law, to surrender at discretion, with all hia troops, stores, 
and artillery Chunda Sahib, deserted by his own ofbeers, 
yielded himself up to tho Tanjonne general, who appeared to 
be the least inveterate of his enemies Tho general took the 
most solemn oath to conduct him in safety to a French settle- 
ment, but immediately after caused him to be assassinated, at 
tho instigation of Mahomed Ah, A\ho, after feasting his eyes 
with the sight of lus murdered nval, bound his head to tho 
ncclv of a camel, and paraded it five times round the M alls of 
the cilj 

ri.eenientof«i« Chuoda Sahib had no sooner 

1 . n nes«BC. tenmnated, than tbo Enghsli found themiieh os 
* involved m hostihtieu with the alLes who had 

CO operated with them m the cause of l^Iabomed All, so 
nttcrl} unpossible did they Cod it to shake off tbeir connection 
with country pohtics, when once entangled m them. Tho 
Mysore regent came forward and daimod possession of Tn- 
chmopoly and its dependencies, and the >i abob was constrained 
to confess that he had secretly contracted to transfer the citj, 
and the tcrritoiy south of it, to the SIj sore prince, as the 
price of his alliance It is easy to conceive the disgust of 
Major Lawrence on finding that tho fortress winch his own 
government had drained their treasuij to secure for tlie Nabob, 
was now to be made over to a native chief who had rendered 
no assistance, and whose Cilthty was exceedingly doiihtfuJ 
He retired in disgust to Jladros taking care, however, to 
leave Captain Dalton, with 200 Europeans and 1,500 Bopojo*, 
to guard the atadel a^instthaartiCcesof tho regent Mean- 
■while Dupleix, havHig rccuved largo rcmforccmcnts fiou 
Euroi>e, proclaimed the son of Chunda Sahib nabob of the 
n»tiieofrtkimor Camatic, and sent a powerful fiio-t to lencw the 
abs, 1 IS-. Bjcgc of Trichiuopoly *But Major Law rence ov or- 
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took tlic Frcncli at Balioor, inflicted a si^al defeat on thciiit 
and a second time captured their g^ns and amnimiition, 

• The Mysore regent, seeing it ram to e'spcct the 

acquisition of Tnchinopoly, or any portion of the 
^in the French, gum of eighty lacs of rupee'*, which he demanded 
m lieu of it, transferred hig alliance, m coajunc 
tion with Moran Rao, to the French The town was regu 
larly hes eged by the confodentes, wEo expenenced many 
vicissitudes during the two years the mvestment lasted 
These vanona actions it is not necessary to detail, and it 
may be sufficient to state tjiat the French were three times 
worsted by the supenor strategy of Lawrence, and that, on 
one occasion, the Enghsh sustained a momorahle reverse At 
Icngtli Monn Rao, on the receipt of three lacs of rupees from 
Mahomed \.b, consented to withdraw bis force, and not to 
appear again in the Geld against the Engh«h, the Nabob, or 
the nja of Mysore Be/onf his departere, however, bo con 
tnvod to extort a further sum from the Mysore regent, under 
the threat of attacking him He was the ablest had the 
boldest native general of bis tunc, and his httle army, com 
poflcd of Mahrattas, Mahornedans, and Rajjioots, was tlio 
most compact and formidable body of native troops m the 
south. They Lad stood the assault of European troops, and, 
what Was of more importance, the 6re of field pieces, ubidi 
arcre now, for the first tune, introduced into Indian warfare, 
and they had unshaken confidence ui each other, and m their 
chief 

Ihe French and English had now been engaged 
in mutual hostibtics for nearly five year*, midlj 
exl aiisting their resources m the cause of native 
pruii es The Court of Directors were anxious to put an end 
to tliH anomalous and wasting warfare, nnd m 1753 made an 
can est appe il to the minioters of the cron n for aid cither to 
1 ro-srt iitc, or to ttnninate it The ministry ordered a squadron 
an I a imhtary force to Indii, and then remonstrated with Iho 
Frunoti goaemmeiit on the irocceihngs of theur funcUonani.a 
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ill tlie Hast, Aniki^ns lo a\oit1 a w ar l)<.lwccn ilic two conn- 
ituc*’, tlic French cihinct dc<ipatdicil M Godthen, ono of 
the (hrettom of their Fa^t India Comjniij, to India, with 
ordcra to eiipersolc I)«}lrix, to a‘isumo the control of tlicii 
nffairs, and hnii" these lio*»tilitiC5 to on immediate close lie 
^landcil at rondichorrj, on the 2nd of August, 1751, ond all 
the schemes of amlition in which DujIlix had been so long 
engaged were at onco quenched llo iinmcdialLl^ loid down 
hs office, bnthia \aiHl 3 was soothed by being nllowed to 
retain the emblems of h s “ Moorish dignify — Ins flags, and 
ensigns, and instruments of music, and tlio dress of liis naboh- 
sliip, in which he went, m great pomp, to dine with 31. 
Oodcheu on the feast of hU Louis ” 

, ^ . The negotiators, M Oodcheu and Mr Saunders, 

them I hu 4 agreed upon a suspension of arms at their first 
inniuiM mcccing A comblMnal treaty was soon after 
signed the eahtnt |)Oints of winch were, that both parlies 
j should, for ever, “ renounce all Moorish gorcmmuit and dig- 
nity,' and noior interfere m the differences of tlio natiio 
1 rmccs , that the posscRsions held by botli nations sboiil I 
Icaentucdly bo of equal laluc, but that they should retain all 
tl err acquisitions till a final treaty was concluded m Europe 
Xlahomed All was, hkcwi^e, to be confirmed as Nabob of the 
Camatic. The balance of advantage was on the side of the 
French. Independently of the Nortbom Sircars, held by 
Bussy, they remained in possession of a temtory yielding 
eighteen lacs of rupees a >ear, while that occupied by the 
English was not of more value tlian ten lacs , but the Fast 
India Company was nd of the restless ambition of Diipl<,i\, 
wl ich outweighed c\ cry other consideration The treaty wa**, 
however, httle respected by those who made it. The 11 k 
was scarcely dry before the JfadraB government sent an 
auxiliary force with^tlie army of their Nabob, to subjugate 
the distncts of Madura and Tinnovelly, and the French de 
spatched a body of troops to Buhdae Temore And ns to any 
definitive treaty m Europe eveiy prospect of it was cxtin- 



DEATH OF ainoo 


IX.} 




gui«hed br tbe tvit, T^htch soon iftcr lirol^e ont bctvrcca 
ingland and France 

* Dujleix erabirked for Enropc m September, 

Ti actrmpeii. expended a sum exceeding thirty 

hes of rupees in the public service, partly from his private 
estate, and yiarllj from funds raised on his own bond Code f 
Leu refused to amht his accounts and reft-rred the adjust 
ment of them to the Directors of the French East India 
Company m Pans, who, to their di«!grace, basely di&allowed 
the greater portion of the claim under the pretence that these 
expenses had been incurred without their sanction. Du[lax 
was consigned to neglect and poverty — the second instance 
of national ingratitude towards Indian servants He merited 
a dJfcrent return from his own nation , fer, whatever may 
have been the defects of ht» character, the French never had 
an oQiccr more desirous or mosc capable, of extending their 
reputation and power At 4 tune when Euroixans, without 
exception entertained a morlid dread of native amuts ho 
boldly encountcrctl them m the field, and demonstrated their 
weahne^s, and, if he had been adequately siijiiorted from 
Fniheo, ho would probably have «ucceeded in the great 
olject of Ills LTo — the cstabhshmeut of a French empire in 
]iid.a. 

rvaih<>r&ih'x>, Ihifore we follow the career of Bn««5y, in the 
north it is nccc san (oglauec at (he progress cf 
r«i.^-». Mai ratta affairs S ihoo, the grand on of Seiaijce, 
who had bctn seated on the Mahratta throne for more than 
f fta vears, and had alwajs l>ccn imbecile, now exhibited signs 
of idiocy — drc*.«ing up a favonnfc dog iii gold Irocade and 
jewel and placing bn own plumed turban on his head in open 
dutb ir \11 sul « antnl pon or had long emce pa^- cd into tl e 
liands of the Pediwi but the wife of fcahoo was liis mortal 
fx*, and at this cn l., endeavoured to weaktn Inm bv jicr 
Binding her husband, now m his dotage to a 1 j t his kinsman 
the raja of Kolaporo But Tara Bje who had taken noslnro 
in ’Malirilta pohtica for more than twenty years, since tl o 
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death of her eon, noTv came forward and conveyed informa- 
tion to Sahoo, that her daughter ra law had been delivered of 
a posthumous child, whose life she had succeeded with grea*t 
difliculty m preservmg, and who was now the nearest heu* to 
the throne The Poshwa, whether he believed the story or 
not, determined to support it, and advanced to Satara with a 
powerful aimy Every avenue to the couch of the dymg 
monarch was strictly guarded by his wife , but the Peshwa 
found the means of access to hpn, and induced him to aflis 
hi3 seal to a most extraordinary document, by winch all the 
authority in the state was transfeircd to the Peshwa, on con 
dition that he should maintam the roval title and dignity of 
the house of Sevajee, m the person of Tara Bye’s grandson 
Salioo died two days after the execution of tins document, 
and the Peshwa dexterously constrained his widow to ascend 
the funeral pile by ginng out that she had announced her m« 
tcntion to do eo , and from suclt an announccmcot she could 
not recede without mfamy 

supitmacyef Balajce Rao, the Peshwa, immediately pro- 
ti e puiiwa, cl limed tho adopted pnneo sovereign of the IMah 
rattas, under the title of Ram raja The Mahr\tta 
feudatories vlio had been summoned to the Court, accom- 
panied the Peshwa to Poona — tbenccfoiward the capital of 
Jfahratta power — to confirm and complete tho provi«iion8 of 
^ baboo’s testament Ruglioojec Bhonslay received new sun- 
nuds for Icaying m Bengal and Bcimr, the province 
of Slalwa was divided betn ecu Ilolkar and Smdia, and the old 
cabinet of Ministers was confirmed m ofilco Tlioso appoint- 
ments were made in tho name of Ram raja, but tliej served 
to strengthen the aiithontj of tho Peslnva The jear 17o0 
may, tliercforc, be considered the period at wl ich the power 
of tho Mahratta state was dtCmll^ely traiipferrcd to hi3 
family, and tho descendant of Sevajeo hccaino a puppet at 
Sntar-v Rut Tara R>e, though so%cnt^ jtars of age, waA 
mnrlified tins ahcuation of jiU pmer from tho regal 
Bu-ptro, and culled to her aid tho troop's of tho Guickwar, 
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now the aabstantive nilLr of Gnzerat ,At the same tune 
she urged her grand&on to strike for hta independence, but he 
had no spint for such a task, and she reproached him bitterly 
withhis degeneracy, andthenplacedhuninconCncment The 
Peshwa, who was then on a distant expedition, hastened to 
Satara, and, by an act of trcacliery which has sullied his 
character, seized on the Gnickwar, but left Tara Bye uumo- 
lested He ftlt that by consigning the legitimate monarch to 
a prison she was in reality playing his game 
rrosmtot To rcUim to the progrc'ss of Bussy After Iho 
CuMj L31 defeat of the three Palan nabobs and the eleva- 
tion of Sahbut Jung, he accompanied the army to Golcondn, 
where he and liia officers received the most liberal donations 
In Juno the ISizam proceeded with great pomp to the atj of 
Aumngabad, then considered second in tmgiutudc and 
importance only to Delhi. But Ohazee ood deen, the elder 
brother of Sabbat Jung, who held one of the highest posts 
at the court of Dcllii, on hearing of the death of Nazir Jung, 
obtained a patent of npr-omtroent as Soobadar of the Deccan, 
and excited the r«.9hwa by the promise of largo jajgccrs 
to come down and attack Salabut Jung The itahrattas 
cinj lojed all the arts of their national warfare against Bus<*y, 
to i\ horn the Niram had confided tho manaircmpnl nf tlio r-im. 
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dispatched an cnvo^ to Doplcix, cffcring him the most hnh 
hant advantages xf he ■would detach the corps of Bussy from 
the interests of his rival and brother To conciliate DuploL’c, 
he went so far as to send him a sheet of blank paper with the 
broad seal of the Mogul empire affixed to it, foi him to fill up 
witli his DT7J1 terms. Bat Salabat Jong cut pi orfc all his 
schemes by inducing his own mother to send him a poisoned 
dish, which she kndw he would partake of, when he found 
that it had been prepared with her own bands 
Boss obttJni ascendanq which Bussyhad acquired at 

the horti era tho couTt of Hyderabad raised hun many enenucs, 
El ear* 1751 jnmt&ter, who was under the 

greatest obhgations to him, became his determined foe, and 
plotted hia destruction In Januaiy, 175S, Bossy wag oblige 1 
to visit tho coast to reenut Li$ health, and the minister during 
lu3 absence endeavoured to break up his force by ivithholding 
tho payment of their allowancos and subjecting them to a 
variety of insults Bossy was obi ged to return before Lis 
health was confirmed and marched ■with a body of 4 500 meu 
to Aunmgabad whcie the court lay Tho minister, dis- 
tracted by the appeaiance of tluv force determined to seel 
n recanciliation, co wLich Bussj, wlio wisled to avoid 
extremities, was not less mchnod But to avoid all futme 
occasion of discord regarding the pay of his troops, v hich 
amounted to lorty Ucs of rupees a jear, he obtained tho 
cCbSion of the four distnets on the ojast generally huov n as 
the Northern Sircars By this boldstrol e tl o rrciich acquired 
an unmterrupted Ime of coast six himdred miles m extent, 
yielding a it venue of fifty lacs of rupees a year, v 1 icli 
rendered them absolute misters of a greater dominion than 
had been in the possession of any Europi'an power m Ind a 
nut excepting even the PortUoUtsc The d stnets were 
admirably ndaptciTl y the bounty of Providence and tie la 
d Htry of the inbabifanls for o large and lucratno commerce 
ll ey were protected on one sJe by a chain of mouutams, 
onCl on tbe other by the aca, find they alTordcd eveiy fa* 



IX ]• ATTVCK OP irTSOEE AKD BAVANORE. 2o5 

cility for the introduction of reinforcements and munitions 
of vrae into the Deccan 

rroccedm-s of Pcshwn, having completed his arrange- 

the luiiraita*, mcnts in tlic tcmtoiy ceded to him by Sahbut 
* Jung and terminated differences ■with Tara Bye, 

Bcnt an army to levy contributions in tho Carnatic, and the 
expedition was considered the most profitable he had ever 
undertaken AMiere the v llages and lou'is refused immediato 
comphance "with the demands of the Mahrattas, the local 
officers were seized, and compelled by threats and sometimes 
by torture, to make a settlement \VLere no ready money 
could be obtained, bills were exacted from the bankers and 
forcibly cashed m other parts of the country When a 
gamson presumed to offer rc»istancc it was at once put to tho 
sword On the cessation of the nuns, Rogoonath Bso, liis 
fightmg brother — the Raghoba^of British Indian history — was 
dispatched to plundtr Gozerjt Prom thence ho proceeded to 
the north witli a body of Sindia’e and HolkaPs troop**, and 
after ravaging the territories still bclongiug to Delhi, exacted 
heavy paj mcnts from tho Pajpoots and Jauts 
Aiwek on Bussy, OQ his ictom to llydcrabad at the 

Mytore »nij fa beginning of 17o5, foluid Salabut Jung about to 
proceed to 5Iy sore, to extort tribute The My so 
roans then before Tnchinopoly were acting m alliance with 
the French, but Bussy, us a feudatory, was obliged to 
“ attend tho stirrup " of bis suzerain, though much against 
his will Tlic imlcalc raja at Senngapatam directed his 
brother, the Regent, to hurry back with his troops from the 
Carnatic, and he was obliged to return without rcccivingtht, 
smallest compensation for the hta^y expense incurred iii tlic 
BupjKirt of 20,000 troops for three years in tliat luckless 
expedition So completely had tlic treasury been draiiitd by 
this continual requirement that when file demand of the 
hiizam had boon compromised, through the medation of 
Ilu«isy, for fifty six lacs of rupee", it liccamo nece^^ary to 
despoil uot only the tBcmlnf-h of the court, female at well os 
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male, of their jewels and plate, but also the temples of the 
idols The next 3 ear Salabut Jung marched agninst the 
nabob of Savanore, who had refused to acknowledge hi^ 
authority ilorari Rao had equally resisted the authority of 
tlie Peshwa, and the Peshwa and the Nizam marched against 
their refractory vassals with a combined army of 100,000 
men It was in the preserce of this force, the flower of the 
Deccan soldiery, that Bussy opened fire on the fort of 
Savanore from his splendid artilleiy, in such style as to 
astound the allied princes, and constrain the enemy to 
send immediate proposals for a sorrender, and an accommoda 
tion was soon after effected through I113 good offices 
Intrigues Superiority which Bussy had exhibited la 

npun«Bu»iy this expedition served only to inflame the am* 
mosityof the Nizams minister, and merenso his 
anxiety to nd the Deccan of tins foreign influence It was 
even detonninod, if necessary, Jo assassinate him As soon, 
therefore, as peace was concluded with Savanore, Bussy was 
ordered to quit the tcmtoncs of the Nizam, who was said to 
have no farther occasion for his services He received the 
message without any fcelmg of resentment, and immediately 
began his march back to Masnhpatam but at the same time 
desired the govomment of Pondicherry to dispatch evetj 
soldier who could bo spared to that port without any delay 
On the departure of Bussy the minister of the Nizam applied 
to Madras for a bodj of English troops to aid m completing 
the cxpulaion of the French from the state The two nations 
were then at peace, and a convention had been entered into 
which bound two Companies to avoi I nil interference in 
the quarrels of tlie native powers But the bait was too 
tempting to be resisted, and the government of Madras ^\a8 
on the point of send ng a large force to demolish the power 
of Ruosj m the Deccan, when intelligence armed of the sack 
j of Calcutta and another direction was given to the expeih- 
tion Bussy, while jet two hundred milts from tlio coast 
found lua ammunition running etiort and hm militaiy chest 
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eiliaasted, and turned aside to derabad, where his influence 
would more readily procnre supplies of ewery kind On the 
14th of June, 17o6, he took up a position at Ch-irmanl, m the 
neighbourhood of the aty Salabut Jung, whom he had 
raised from a prison to the throne, summoned every tnbu 
tary and dependent m the kingdom to his standard and 
brought its whole strength down to crush Ins benefactor 
Bussy defended himself with his usual s^iU and gallantly for 
nearly two months, but his position was daily becommg more 
cntical, when Law, mardimg up from the coast with rem 
forcements through a wild and mountamous track, and 
baffling a corps of 25,000 men sent to oppose bun, succeeded 
m forming a jnnction with his chief at CharmauL Salabut 
Jung, m a fever of alarm, sent propoeaU of peace, which 
Bossj was not unwilling to accept, and his authonty became 
more firmly established m the Deccan than ever 
Bub? m «w year, Bitesy proceeded 

wiiwut ef*u©. to the districts assigned to him on the coast, to 
**’*' restore hia authonty, which had been unpaired 

during the recent conflict, and be devoted the nest year to 
the regulation of the government, in which he cihilitcd not 
less talent than he had shown m the field, Early in the year, 
he reccncd a pressing request from the young Isabob of 
Moorsbe labad, to inarch up and assist him m expelling Clive 
from Bengal , bnt, on hearing of the capture of Chandema 
gore and the imbecility of the Nabob, he resolved not to moio 
out of his iroTincc Bnt, as war had now been declared 
between rratice and England, he proceeded to caf ture Vizaga 
{xatam and the other Engb h factories on the coast, but 
he treated the offiten with the utmost 1 berahty Danng lus 
absence from the court of Salabut Jung, thai. Iicl| less pnnee 
\viv3 threatened with destruction b> the machinations of I is 
unprincipled minister, who had taken fo^essioa of the fort 
ress of Dow hitabad and of hia own ambitious brothers, one f 
whom, Jsizam Ah, had obtained possession of the ro\al si il 
and uswjvii iir* nuibiwtyW tbi. state The AlahratLis liij 
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not, of courEo, fail to throw tlicmsohcs into the nrena, when 
thoj san tht prosjiect of booty The crown w as falluifj from 
tho head of Sahbut Jung, and the coimtrj ^as on the cnc 
of a convulsion, when Bussy started with Ins anny from Baj- 
mundry, and, traacrsinga counliy never seen by Lurojicans, 
reached Aumngabad, a distance of 400 miles, m twenty one 
days There ho found four annios assembled by the different 
parties to taho a share in the struggle for power and plunder 
Ilia sudden appearance, with a force which all were obliged 
to respect, combined ^\jlh tlie natural ascendancy of his clia- 
racter, at once extinguished all intrigues Tho authontj of 
Salahut Jung was restored , tho venomous mmister was hilled 
In a tumult provoked by his own devices, Nizam Ah was 
constrained to fly to Boorhanporo , and Biissy, by a coup 
d'etat secured the atadcl of Dowlotabad, tbo strongest in the 
Pcccan 

Fttin Mob et Bus^, who bad >or seven years exercised tho 
tuij/iiowr chief influence on thoSlcsUnies of the Deccan, Lad 
'*** now reached the eommit of his grnndour The 

provinces on tho coast, wluch were governed with great wis- 
dom and moderation, furnished abundant resources for the 
support of his troops, and he had secured an uapregDiUo 
stronghold m the heart of the country He had placed tho 
interests of his nation on a foundation not to be sbaben by 
ordinary contmgencies ^ ilh a genius which was m every 
respect fully equal to that of Chve, he bad succeeded m esta 
hhshiDg tho anthonty of Franco m the southern division of 
India to the same extent as the authority of England bad been 
estabbshed in the north , and it appeared, at the time by no 
means improbable, that tbc empre of India would be divided 
between the two nations But tbo power of the one was 
destmed to permanence and expansion, the prospects of the 
otler were swept^away by the folly of one man At the 
commencement of tbo war in 1756, Lally was sent out as 
Governor General of the French possessions m Indn, and 
unraediately on his amval, partVy from caprice and partly 
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from envy, ordered Bussy to repair to Pondicberry inlh all 
tLe troops not absolutely required for the protection of the 
mantune proxinccs Bussy, ivho considered obedience the 
first duty of a soldier, -withdrew his gimson from Dowliita 
bid. and, to the unutterable surpnse of the native princes, 
who trembled at tbe sound of his name, retired with all hia 
troops from the Dcccin, just at the time when he had become 
arbiter of its fate He took leave of Salabut Jung on tho j 
18 th of June, 17o8 , ind, with his departure, the sun of j 
Trench prosperity m India sunk, never to nse agam 
war’rith Francs The commind of thc armament which the French 
— LftUy nas. gorernment fitted out m 175C, to extmguish the 
Bntish commerce in India, was committed to Count Lally 
He wag descended from one of those Irish Roman Cathohe 
families who had emigrated to Fiance after the expulsion 
of James thc Second He inherited that implacable hatred 
of England which thc exilc^ carried with them and was. 
therefore, fitted, as much by his own animosities, as by 
lus mihtaly talents, for thc mission on which he was sent 
Ho had been more than forty years in military scrMcc, and 
had gamed some distinction m the field but with all his 
bravery, he was headstrong, rash, and arrogant He pro- 
ceeded to India with n powerful fleet and army, and, after an 
jndccisivc action with thc Engl sh at sea, landed at Pondi 
cherry m Apiil, 17o8 Before twenty four iiours had claj sed ) 
he was on his march to the Engl sh settlement of Fort bt 
David It was garrisoned by 870 Europeans andl.COOsepoj-s, 
and, I nt for thc extraordmarj incapacity of the commander, 
might have made an honourable defence but it was Bcaiiclnl 
ouply surrendered after a siege of only a month Tho fortifi 
tatioua were immediately razed by Lallj 
ui r The goa omment of Madras naturally concluded 

T»njo«.iw. that Fort St George would be thc next object of 
the victorious general, and they called in tho gamsons 
from the Bul>ordinato stations, and prepared for n vigorous 
defence Fortunately fbr*tlicm, Lally was as resolutely 

8 2 
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lliwarted by tbp civil anthonties at Pondicheriy, as La 
bourdonnais had been in 1746, and his Ino^ctnentB iveie, at 
the game time, cnppkd for want of resources To obtain <a 
supply of money he looked, m the first instance, to Tanjore 
Seven years before this tunc, the raja, pressed by the demands 
of Mozuffer Jung and Clmnda Sahib, had given them a bond 
for fifty SIX lacs of rupees, which, as being of httle value, they 
had made over to tlfcir French alhea This document Lally 
determined now to turn to account, and proceeded with his 
army to enforce payment The town was besieged for more 
than a fortnight, a practical bieach had been made m the 
walls, when an Enghah fleet suddenly appeared on the coast, 
off the factory of Cancal, on which the French army depended 
for its supplies Lally, who had only twenty cartridges left 
foreach soldier, and but two days’ provisions m the camp, wo« 
obliged to raise the siege and return to Fondiclicrry, poorer 
than be had left it To his infinite clngriij, the French 
admiral resisted lus pressing unpertumtics and sailed away, 
with the whole fleet, to the Mauritius • 

noturamg from Tanjore, Lallj ttarclied m Iho 
fitgAefUMrai. first instance to Arcot, which tho Venal governor 
1 3s—tf surrendered wilfiout resistance Bus'iy who had 
now arrived in the French camp from Hj dcrabad, implored 
Lally to employ the grent resources at liis command m 
strengthening the position which the French nation had ac- 
quired m the bizama dominions But LaII_^ b head vas 
filled with the magnificent project of dm mg the Lnglibh from 
Madras, and then from Calcuftn, and, finaflj, from the coasts 
of India The wise counsel of Bussj was treated with con- 
tempt, and Lally scartxly condescended to read his Jettcru 
Contnirj to the remonstrances of the Couiipil nt PondithoiTj, 
he now determined to undertake tlw siege of Alndns 1 ho 
Lnghsh governot^ had taken advantage of tho rcspito 
^incd while Ijjlly was olberwiso employed, to strengthen 
the def*. nets and to lay in o full supply of provisions Tho 
encmj brought up a force of LiirojicnnH and 4,000 
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sepoys, Tvitli 400 Enropc'm caTalry, the /irst ever seen m 
India. The gamson consisted of 1,750 Eoropeans and 2,200 
gtpoys, bat they ivere comiaanded by the veteran baivrence, 
supported by thirteen oOicers who had liecn trained under his 
own eye, m the wars on this coast, Lally sat down before 
the fort on the 12th of December, 1758, and the siege was 
prosecuted for two months with the greatest vigour There 
was no lack of mihtary skill or counge on either side But 
an the 16th of February, when a breach had been made which 
the French were about to storm, an Enghsh fleet appeared in 
the roads The French army was seized with a sudden panics 
the trenches were abandoned without orders, and Lally was 
obliged to retreat with precipitation, leaving fifty pieces of 
cannon behind him 

CooKbaOei la tbe courseof the year there was an mdect' 
uiir 1 M givo action at sea b^ween the Enghsh and French 
fleets, and a variety of movements and coonter movements 
by land without any definite result. Towards the close of 
the jear the IVca^ troops, who were twehe months m 
aiToars out of provisioas, and m rags unable any longer to boar 
their privations, broke mto open mutiny Lally succeeded, at 
lengtli, in quelling the revolt, but was, at the same time, 
cosstrawed to taie the fatal step of dindiag hn force, and 
sending a largo portion of it to the south in search of money 
and food This movement gave a great advantage to the 
EnglL.h , but they denved still greater service from the am 
va! of Colonel Coote, a general second only to Clive, to take 
the command of the army He entered upon the campaign 
mill his accustomed energy, and recaptured Wandewash, 
whicli the French had occupied m the previous year In 
Januaiy, 17C0, I,ally moved up to retrieve this loss and 
Coote compelled him to fight, to great disadvantage, m the 
neighbourhood of the town, which has given its name to the 
battle Independently of sepoys, the French bronglit 2 250 
and the Enghsh 1,000 Eurojjeansmto the field on this occasion. 
Lally sustained a complete and disastrous defeat, and Bussy 
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was taken prisoner ; but, in consideration of bis high cha- 
racter and his generous conduct to the English in the Northern 
Sircars, was immediately allowed to return to Pondicherij*. 
Victory appeared now to desert the French standard. During 
the year 17C0, Coote succeeded in depriving Lally oi ah the 
places he had taken, and Ginjee and Pondicherry were at 
length the only possessions remaining to the French. Daily s 
troops were not only without provisions, stores, or equipments, 
but without hope of obtaining any. The supplies from Eui opo 
had ceased. The settlements of the French, in Africa, in the 
^V‘cst Indies, and in Canada, were attacked with such vigour 
as to leave them no leisure to attend to their affairs in the 
east. The estmetion of the hope they had cherished of es- 
tablishing an empire in India may thns be traced, indirectly, to 
those energetic measures by which 'WflL’am Pitt, the great 
minister of England, defeated, their attempts to establish an 
empire in America. • 

ciptoT* ot Coote now prepared for the siege of Poudicherryi 
ponaiehmy, when an event occurred which Lad well mgh 
I marred the prospects of the campaign. The fleet 

from England brought a new comnussion to CoL Monson, tho 
1 second in commaud, which virtually superseded Coote. 
Instructions were, it is true, given that the commission should 
not be acted on during the continuance of the war, but Coote 
at once yielded the command of the expedition to tlie man 
whom the authorities at homo had thought Ct to put over his 
head, and retired to Madras. Tho galLant Lawrence had, in 
like manner, been superseded on n previous occaiiou, and this 
18 , unfortunately, not tho only instanco wo shall have to 
notice in the course of this narrative in which Goveniment 
has deposed a general from his command in the full tide of 
victory. In tho present case there was at least this oxenso 
for the conduct oi*tho people at hom6. that they were nt tho 
time Ignorant of tho greatroerit and bnlhant success of Coote. 
Monson was bafllcd nnd wonoded in his first iudependeut 
enterpnse, and requested Cooto*to resume the comuiaud of 



operations, whicli lie did not hesitate to do Pondicherry 
^as now subject to a close blockade The brave garrison 
•held out till, even at the scanty rations to which they had 
been reduced, provisions were left only for two days Lally, 
worn out with fatigue, ill health, and vexation, capitulated on 
the 14th of January As the victors marched mto the town, 
their feehngs were strongly affected by the skeleton figures 
to which the noblest forms in the two Trench regiments had 
been reduced by long and painful pnvation Pondicheny was 
levelled with tlie ground The instructions sent to Lally by 
big own government to annihilate the Enghsh settlements 
which he might capture had fallen mto the hands of the Court 
of Directors, and they issued orders to retahate, and in the 
course of a few months not a roof was left of this once fair 
and flourishing colony. 

Fitoofiiiir ended a jvar between the English aud 

French for the exclusive possession of commercd 
and power m India, wlucb, with the exception of less than a 
twelvemonth, had lasted for fifteen years, and it terminated 
bj leaving the French without an ensign in the countiy 
Their settlements were restored at the Peace of Pans, two 
years subsequently, but they have never ngam been able to 
raise their heads m India Lally returned to Pans, and was 
thrown into the Bastile The French ministry were happy to be 
able to turn the popular indignation created by the loss of 
Indio, from themselves on the nnfortunate commander A 
charge of high treason was bronght agamst him which de- 
pm ed him of the benefit of counsel, and he was condemned 
to death by the Parliament of Pans, drawn through the 
streets on a dung cart, and executed the same day “ a murder 
'committed by the sword of jusbcc ** Thus liad the French 
8:o\cmment, in the course of fifteen years, destroyed three 
of tLcir most eminent citizens, who ha?l laboured with un- 
exampled zeal and the highest patnotism to promote the 
national intcrcwts , and the expulsion of the French Company 
from ilic shores of India ceases to rai«c any emotion of regret 
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Dumo Ihp’Q tnnsaclions on thc-ooasl, a rcrolution w'** 
in progress in Beng"!!, which resulted m transferring Ih® 
empiro of India to a Furojx,an poucr But before enlcnng 
on tho namtive of these crenis, it i« ncccssarj to glance at 
the progress of agaire at Delhi, though tliCf Ind fongtco»c<l 
to exercise anjr influence on tho dcs'intcs of llindoslnti 
AbBw i KMt) In the 5 ear 1717, a ncti and formidable cncmj i 
AWiirt iTir from the region leyond tho Indus, api>oarcd on 
(ho BCono, m tho person of Ahmed Khan, tho clncf of the 
Abdalco tribe of Afghans, and of tho a onerated fomily of 
tho Sudoozics, avilosc persons wtro held inviolate He aras 
rescued from (ho Ghiljics, w'hca Jsndir Shall appeared befon 
Candahar, and at tho early ago of twenty three, attracted 
the notice of that conqueror ITc was present with him at 
the sack of Delhi the horrors of which ho ^vas one day des- 
tined to renew In June, 1717, the atrocities of Nadir Shah, 
which are without a parallel on the page of history, constrained 
his subjects to nd tho world of him Ahmed khan immc 
diately after rose to distinction, and extended his influence 
over the tribes around hun, and bo great was his success, that 
he was crowned af Candahar before tlie close of the year 
From some motive of superstition, he was led to cliange tho 
name of his tribe to that of Dooranee, but he will continue 
to bo designated m thm work, by his original title of Abdalce 
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nis coronation xras scarcolr completed before he tamed hi3 
attention to India, as tlie region in which his soldiers would 
tnost amply find both employment and plunder Having 
crossed the Indus with a force estimated at 15,000 men he 
overran the Punjab, and pushed on to Sirhmd An army was 
despatched against him from Delhi without delay, under 
Ahmed Slnh the eldest son of the emperor, who successfully 
resisted all the assaults of the AbdaIees*tor ten days, and on 
the eleventh, completely discomfited them and constrained 
them to retreat towards their own country The battle of 
Sirhmd was the last eipinng effort of the dynasty of the 
Moguls, and the last event m the life of Maliomed Shah, who 
died a month after, in Appl, 174S, after an inglorious reign of 
twenty eight vears 

Ahart ^ Shah, was in pursuit of tho 

Earcror 1 11 . Abdolces when he beard of the event, and returned 
•no EohuiM. jigjjy jQ ascci*d the throne Sufder Jung the 
viceroy of Oudo, was appointed vizier, and devoted lui» firbt 
attention to the euhjagation of the EobiUas,wbo had been 
expelled from the provinces to which they bad given their 
name, but had taken advantage of the invasion of the Ab 
dalecs, to re cstahheh thcmselxcs m it He marched against 
them with a numerous but ill disaphncd annv, and was de 
fcated bj a far mfenor force The Eohillas pursued him into 
his own provinces, aud though beaten off from Lucknow, 
penetrated toAUdiabad, and set the Emperor and the vizier 
ahke at defiance. In this em«.rgcnca tho vizier called up the 
^lahratta clueftauis, hlulhar Kao Ilolkar and Jyapa Smdta as 
well as the Jaut chief, Soomj mull, and witu tlicu’ aid com 
pletcl^ defeated the RohilLi , and obi ged them to seek refuge 
In the hills. The Mahrottaswere allowed to repaj themselves 
bj tl e unrestricted plan IlC of the province, w Inch did not 
recoicr from the effect of the e ravages for many jears. 
Beforo his retirement, Ilolkar, true to lus Mahratta mstmets, 
exacted a boud of fifty lacs of rupees from the dtspoiled 
Rohaias. * 
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The ^bdilee availed himself of these commo- 
tions to uivado India a second time, and having 
1 *1 overrun Lahore and Mooltan, sent an cm oy to“ 

Delhi to demand the cession of those provinces The vizier 
Was absent m pursuit of the Rohilias , the emperor was ■under 
the influonco of a favourite eunuch, and the whole country was 
under the dominion of terror The provmces were formally 
surrendered to the mVader, The vizier arrived at the capital 
too late to prevent tins dastardly submission, but he mani- 
fested his disapproval of it, by mviting the favourite to an 
entertainment, and causing him to be assassinated The 
incensed emperor soon found a fit instrument to avenge the 
insult, m the person of a youth destined to play an important 
part m the closmg scenes of the Mogul empire This was the 
grandson of the first Nizam, and the son of Gbazec ood deen^ 
who was poisoned by bis stepmother The youth, whose 
ongmal name ^vaB Shaba boo deen, but who is more gene 
rally known by his title of Gbazec ood deen, was courageous 
and I'esolute, but at the same time, one of the most accom- 
plished villains of the age He had leen raised to the post 
of commander of the forces through the favour of the vizier, 
but did not hesitate to turn against him at the bidding of the 
emperor A civil war was earned on between the parties 
for BIX months in the aty of Delhi the streets of which were 
deluged with blood- Ghazee ood deen at length called Holtar’s 
toercenanes to bis aid, and the vizier finding himself no longer 
eq^ual to the contest, consented to an accommodation, and 
inrtcpensencecf ™hrcd to his own government of Oude That 
I 0ude,i75s. province may be considered as finally alienated 
from the crown of Delhi m the present year, 1753 But tho 
emperor was vmable long to support the insolence of hw 
overbearing minister, and marched out of the capital to 
oppose bom but was defeated and captured by Holkar Tho 
Ghaiee-ood-fleen infamous Ghazce ood dccu repaired forthwith to 
Mahratta camp, deposed the unfortunate cap- 
rcror iJM ti\c, and put out Ins eyes, proclaiming ono of tho 
prmcea of the blood emperor, under tlio title of Alumgccr 
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intarion, 1740. and Ghizcc ood decn invested hiin«ielf with 
'the office His insufferable tyranny soon after drove liis 
soldiers to revolt, ind he was dragged by them through tho 
streets, without hia turban or ehppers He was eventually 
rescued from their hands by hia oivn officers and glutted his 
revenge by slaughtenng the whole body of tho insurgents 
In an evil hour hia ambition led him to invade the Punjab, and 
to expel the officers whom Ahmed Shah had left to go\cm it 
That prince immediately crossed the Indus and advanced to 
avenge the insult Ghazee ood decn, nnablc to copo with 
such an adversary, repaired to his camp, and made the most 
Imnuhiting submission But though he obtained forgiveness, 
the Abdalco was resolved to obtain a pecuniary compensation 
on ,this his tlurd irruption ITc occordmgly marched on to 
Delhi and gave it up to plunder for many days All tho 
atrocities of Nadir Shah’s* invasion were repeated, and the 
wretched inhabitants were subjected a second time, m less 
than ten years, to the outrages of a brutal sold cry Ghazee 
ood deen was sent to plunder the province of Oude and 
\hroed Shah I imsclf nndertooh to pillage the temtones of 
theJauts In this expedition he nflictcd on indelible stain on 
his character, ly the mdi<icnmiDate slaughter of thousands of 
unoffondmg devotees who were assembled during a rel gious 
festival at the Blinnes of Muttra Agra was saved from de- 
Btruction only by a great mortahty which broke out m tl o 
Abdalce army, and constrained Ahmed Shah to hasten 1 is re 
treat across the Indus The wretched emperor entreated that 
he might not be abandoned to the tender mercies of his rutblcss 
vizior Ghazee ood decn, and Nujeeb ood dowlah an able and 
energetic Rohilla chief was installed as commander m chief 
I t.t« on attention of the reader is now transferred 

«.* sui*i»r to the "Malabar coast, which hSd for ccntuncs been 

denominated and not without reason the pirato 
coast of Imho. Tl e western shore of tho Pcmnsula is as 
thickly studded with 1 arbours as the castcri. coast, from thu 
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niouUm of tlie TTangblj to Ccjlon, Is destitnto of tlicm 
Tor fiftj jc'vttj the jjniMrU pnneta on Iho const Ind been 
incrn‘sing m power ntiJ nudncitj. Among tlio most for-* 
mtJable v.nn Conajeo Angna, who hnil raned Ijimself from the 
condition of n common finHor to the command of tJic Mnhmttn 
licet, nnd then declared hia indcpcndcnco and set up a 
Icmfic piratical power, Iioaating lint ho was as great a 
freebooter at sea as the Pcslma was by land Ho csla* 
bhshed forlificalioas jn every creek, bay, and harbour, for a 
hundred and twentj miles on the Concan coast, but hts most 
unportaut arsenal was m the nohlc port of Ghenah, about a 
hundred and seventy miles south of Bombay In 1752, an 
expedition consisting of throe Bnlish ships of the line and 
n PortuguesQ squadron attached Colaba, another of his ports, 
but without Rucecsa In 1754, his corsairs ovcrjiowered tlirco 
Dutch vessels, respectively of fO 3C, and 18 guns, the two 
largest of which were burnt, and tho third captured. The 
following year tiic Peshwa and the Bombay government sent 
a joint expedition against Angria and Commodore James 
attacked and earned tho strong fortress of Severndroog, with* 
out the loss of a single man Tho fort was made over to tho 
Mahrattas, though their pigmy fleet of grabs had never come 
•within gunshot of the place 

cuTearrtTMM Tiic Court of Directors Ticwcd the progress of 
Bomber 1 JS 8 Buggy jq tho Dcccan with great alarm, and 
resolved to form an olbancc with the Peshwa with the view 
of arresting it, and to send a powerful force to Bombay to co 
operate m this design Clive, on Lis return to England from 
Madras had been received with great distmctioa by the 
Company and by the Ministers, and to him the Court of 
Directors committed the command pf the troops destined to 
act against Bussy On his arrival at Bombay, however, in 
October, 1755, he fonnd the government of the Presideniy 
firmly and conscientiously opposed to the enterpnze They 
considered themselves prednded entering upon it by the 
Convention made in tho preceding year between M Godebeu 
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and Mr Snundcr^, of which their masters in Enghnd were 
Ignorant when this design was formed * Adnural Watson 
happening to arrive with the fleet from Jlidraa about the 
same time, it was resolved to take advantage of the presence 
of this large armament to loot ont the piratical power on that 
coast, which it was costing the Company five lacs of rupees a 
year to ojipose An arrangement was accordingly made 
^vlth the Peshwa for a joint expedition against Glienah Tlio 
Mahrattas marched doivn by land, and Colonel Clive and 
Admiral Watson proceeded by eca, with 14 vessels and 800 
Europeans and 1,000 sepoys The fire from the ships set the 
pirate fleet in a blaze within an hour The next morning 
Chvc attacked the fort b> laud, while the Admiral kept up so 
vigorous a canonnadc from the sea that the defenders were 
obliged to capitulate m half an hour In the arsenal were 
found 200 pieces of cannon, together with large quantities of 
ammmution and two large ^ve'sscls on the stocks, a^ well as 
tnolve lacaof rupees The money was immediately distributed 
among the captors, without any reservation for the Mahrattas, 
or the Companj, and the port and arsenal were, eventually, 
made oier to the Peshwa Admiral Wat«on and Colonel 


Chvc soon after sailed for Madras, and, on the 20lh of June, 
the latter took charge of the government of Su Daa id, to 
avludi he had been appo ated m Englantl. 
ferajadowuh brave old Tartar Mccroj of Dcngal, Ah 

»!««)» of verdy, cxpin-J at Moorshedabad at the ago of 
itfnra,iTJ«. eighty^ on the 9tb of Apnl, 175C, bequeathing 
tliO government to Scraja Dovvlah, a grandion on whom ho 
had long doated. Tin. jouth, though onl> twenty years of 
ogc, vv as nlreadj cruel and profligate bej ond the usual run of 
pur| Ic Imm princes m India Tho little understanding wath 
which nature had endow^lhimvvasobMiured hj mtcmpcrince, 
ho was thesUvo of p.irasitea andbuffowis, he had camid 
ixilliiiion into tin. families of the nobiLt^, and had become tlio 
oljectof gtni ral abhorrence before lie ascondeiJ tho throne 
liia young couMii, Sokut'Jung, with a character not Uss 
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abandoned than bis own had recently succeeded to the 
government of the distnct of Puinca, and sent large sums to 
the court of Delhi to obtain his own nomination to the vice-* 
royalty of the three provinces Seraja Dowlah resolved to 
lose no time m extirpating him and marched with a large 
force to Pumeah, but on reaching Rajmahal he received a 
a letter from Mr Drake, the governor of Calcutta which gave 
another direction to Ifis purpose 

Raia rai buHnb, oneof the Hindoo officers wl om 

IMspntes ^th . 1 ... , . . 1.1 

tbB goveraor of it was the poiK^ of Au verdy to place lu public 
CicuttaiiTsa employments had amassed great wealth in the 
service, and shortly before the death of the old viceroy had 
been nominated governor of Dacca His predecessor m that 
office had been assassinated and plundered by order of Seraja 
dowlah, and be was anxious to place Ins family and treasures 
beyond the reach of the tyrant , he, therefore ohtamed o 
letter of recommendation from JVIr Walts, the Company s 
chief at Cossimbazar— the factory adjOiniug Moorshedabad— to 
the governor of Calcutta , and his son, Kissen da^s, embarked 
1 at Dacca with a Urge rctmne, under tlie pretence of going oa 
a pdgnmagG to Jugunnuth, and landed at Calcutta, where he 
received a cordial welcome Seraja Dowhh, a day or two 
after the death of his grandfather, for wlucb ho had hcca 
waiting, despatched a letter to Mr Drake, the governor, 
demanding the immediate surrender of Kisscn dass and his 
wealth T1 e mc'^sengcr, though the brotl er of tl e raja of 
Midnapore the head of the spy department came in a small 
boat, and was expelled from tho Ectflcincnt as an impostor 
A second comrnuniration was soon after sent to Mr Drake, 
Ordering him pcromptonly to demohth all tJio forti/Jcations 
which the baboh understood ho had been erecting Tho 
governor rephed that the iSabob bad been mifunfonncd that 
no new dcfcucea had been attempted and tliat nothing in fact 
1 ad been done \ ut to repair tho ramparts facing the rn or, m 
tho prospect of another war \Mth Trance Tho haliob was not 
In a humour to brook the shghtest' resistance of his will , hfs 
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indication was kindled to a degree winch astonished even 
tho<=e who had been accustomed to the violence of his 
Bis&ions, and he ordered the army to march down instantly 
to Calcutta 

fate of Fort Calcutta was ill prepared for snch an assault, 
■^v^Ilu^^l56. During fifty years of peace, the fortifications had 
been neglected, andwarebonces bnflt up to the ramparts The 
defencelc s state of the fort at this janctare was owing to the 
neglect of the Council, not to the inattention of the Court of 
Directors After the capture of Madras by Labcmrdonnais in 
1747, they were naturally anxious to |Hutcct their settlement 
m Bengal from a similar fate, and sent orders to strengthen 
the defence", however the viceroy might oppose them. Year 
after year were these injunctions repeated, and on one 
occaawtt no fewer than 2a0 recroits were scat oat, aad 
the artniciy cstabtishmeat aogmeoted to 114 gunners and four 
officers Colonel Scott amv^d at Calcutta ui 17a4 as com* 
nandant, with the most stringent orders to complete the 
fortification", and, if necessary, to conabate the habob by an 
offering of a lac of rupees At the same time the Court 
directed that none but Europeans should be reccivtd mto their 
military scrncc, but Colonel Scott represented that there was 
“ a sot of men called Rashpoots, natives, on the banka of the 
Gangis near Patna gentocsof the C^hirng caste, and he was 
of ©rnnion tint when dsciphned they would make excellent 
soldiers, ’ The Court thereupon permitted the gammon to bo 
recruited with Rajpoot", and the nucleus was thus formed of 
that armv of which a hundred thousand endeavoured a century 
aftcnwirds to sabvert the Bntish Empire In 1755 the Court 
stated m their despatch tliat the death of tho habob might bo 
dailv cspcctdl , that it would be atten led with great confusion 
and tronl le , that the\ trn^ted their officers had put Calcutta m 
astato of defence , and that they were tob^vm their guard to 
protect the possessions, effects, and privileges of the Company 
Bnt these warnings were last on the authonties in Calcutta, 
who ivcrc heedful only of thtir own pcif, and whost mfatna* 
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tion ttp tho htcst momcnti waa exceeded only by tlicir 
coA\ ardico w ben thd danger came CoIon9l bcott die I m 1755, 
and nUtbo\\orlvS in progress for the dcfi-ncc of tbo settle^ 
ment were immcdiatclj Kwapended, the mililia was not 
embodied till it waa too late, the gunpowder, made by a 
fraudulent contractor, whom no one looked after, waa deficient 
iKitli in c\uantity and qualilj, and tborc were onij 171 men in 
garnsson, not ten of jpliom bad ever seen a shot fired 
Be of Col army of the Nabob, 50,000 strong, ap- 

cui^June proacbed the town on the l7th June Under 

* caety disadvantage, CItvc would have made as 

noble a defence of Calcutta aa be I ad made of Arcot, but the 
governor was Drake, and the commandant, Mincbin Instead 
of dealing tbo space round the fort of bouses and encum 
branccs batteries were injudiciously planted at a great distance 
from it, w bicb tbo enemy captured on Iho first daj , and wore 
thus enabled to bang a galling fire to bear directly on Uio fort 
itself At two in the morning of tbc 19th a council of war was 
held, when it was rcsoUed to send the women and children 
on board the vessels lying off the town But as soon as tbo 
water gate was open there was a general rush to the boats, 
many of which were capsized and the rest pushed off without 
order or discipline After the fugitives had readied the tbips, 
a shower of “ fire arrow s, by no means dangerous, avas dis 
charged on them, and the captains immediately weighed 
andioT, and dropped down two miles out of their reach At 
ten m the mommg only two boats remained at tlie wliarf, 
into one of which, the governor, 3Jr Brahe, quietly slipped, 
without leaving any instmcticus for tl e conduct of the gar 
nson The military commander, Mmclin, followed his ex 
ample, and they rowed down to tbe ships In all haste 
burrenaerof As soon as this base desertion was known, 
“• nothiag was beard on all sides but imprecations 
"Wlicn calmness bad been m some measure restored, BIr Hol 
well wne by common consent, placed m command ni d it was 
resolved to defend the fort to tbe hist tsfremdy It held out 



for forty ciglit hours, dunng vlucli signals of dislrcss ■wcro 
nncle, Jay and night, to the \essel8 anchoA,J below the town 
ffhey might have come up with perfect safety, and rescued 
the galhnt garrison v.ith case, but to crown this scene of 
II fain}, not a ^c«sei was moacd to its assistance On tho 
21st, the enemy renewed the assault with increased 'vagour, 
aud more than half the remaining force was killed or wounded. 
Tho European soldiers broke into tlic Uqn^r stores aud becamo 
unfit for duty A flag of truce was deceitfully sent by tfie 
t»abob, and Mr Ilolwcll, seeing tbe utter helplessness of tho 
garrison, agreed to a paile}, during wludi the enemy treach- 
erously rushed mto the fort, aud the officers were obhged to 
surrender theu- swords The Nabob entered the fort about 
five in the afternoon, and ordered ITisscn das«, the cause of 
these calamities, to bo brouglit before him, but received and 
dismissed bim with courtesy Mr Holwell uas then ushered 
mto ms presence, and he expressed his rc<ientmcDt that tlis 
jum in the treasury was found not to cveeed five lacs of 
ntpoes, bnt gave him every assurance of protection, and 
retired about dusk to bis encampment 

Tte Black Hole. Thc European priboners were collected together 
ijsfl under an arched verandah, while the natn e officers 

went m search of some budding in wluch they might be 
lodged for tho night They retunicd about eiglit m the 
e\cn]ngand reported that none could be found The prin- 
cipal officer then desired the prisoners to move mto one of 
the chambers behind the \erandab, which had been used as 
tbe prison of tbe garrison Ormc calU, it a dungeon , but tho 
room immediately adjoinuig it was used as tho settlemeut 
church for twenty eight jears after the recovery of the town. 
It was not twenty feel square, and however suited for llie 
conGnemeut of a few turbulent soldiers, was death to the 
hondred and fort} six persons, now thrust into it at the 
ew ord s point, in ono of tbe hottest nights of the most sultry 
season of the year The wretdied prisoners soon became 
frantic with suffocating Itiat and insufferable thirst. The 
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Btrugglc to reach the window and catch a breath of air proved 
fatal to many A? length they began to sink one by one into 
the arms of death , and the few who survived that awful 
night owed their hvea to the more free ventilation obtained 
by standing on the bodies of their deceased compamons 
"Wlien the door was opened in the mommg, only twenty three 
came out alive — the most ghastly forms ever seen This is 
the tragedy of the Clack Hole, which has rendered the name 
of Seraja Dowlahtbe type of infamy among all the nations 
of Chnsteudom Yet so little did it appear to be out of the 
ordinary course of events in the East, that it was scarcely 
marked by the native community, and was not considered of 
sufficient importance to demand even a passing notice from 
tbe Mahomedan bsatonan of the time The next morning tbo 
Nabob came down to tbe fort, and inquired whether the 
Fnghsh chief still lived , and when Mr Holwcll was home 
mto his presence, ho mamfested^^o compassion for his suffer' 
mgs, nor the least remorse for the fate of the other prisoners, 
but reproached him anew with tbe concealment of the public 
treasure, and ordered him to be placed m conOncment The 
Nabob returned to Moorsbedabad, after having extorted large 
Boms from the French and the Dntch, and confiscated all the 
property of the English throughout the country, and thua 
was the East India Company expelled a second tune from 
Bengal, as completely os they had been seventy years before, 
in the days of Aurungzebe 

Exrediuonto Information of tl w catastrophe was seven weehs 
ncortr Cti m reaching Madras, where the military force con- 
W14.1TM. pistcd of 2,000 Europeans and 10 000 sciiojs. 
Eut, while the national honour required immediate i ind cation 
In Hcngal, there was a strong party m the counal dc«:rons 
ot cmjloying the resources of the Presidency in asbisting 
SaUbut Jung to c' pc! Eus^ from the Dcccan, altliough tlie 
Convention wl icli they tlicrosclvos had entered info with 
M Oodi-hcu was still fresh and binding 3Iuch time ww 
vastodin disciissiii,, whether th8 expedition Blitml I lie stut 
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to Hyderabad or Calcutta "When tbe cotyicil at len^h camo 
to tbe resolution to rctnore the affaua of the Companj in 
Bengal in the first instance, further time was lost in diseiu 
barking the ro^al artillery and stores which Col Adlecron 
would not allow to proceed when he found that the command 
of the expedition was not to be given to him Happily it was 
entrusted to the genius of Chve who was instructed, after 
the recapture of Calcutta, to march np*lo Sloorshedabad if 
the J»abob continued refractory, and to attack Cbandem-igore, 
if the declaration of war with France, then hourly expected, 
si ould arrive before the time fixed for the return of the troops 
admiral Watson and Col Chve sailed from Madras on the 
10th of October with fii,e ships of war, and five of the Com 
pany’s vc'scls, on which 900 Europeans and 1,500 sepojs 
were embarked. 

BeMptnre of Dcccmbcr the expedition reached 

caIcuiu, 1 sr Fulta, about forty miles below Calcutta, where 
Mr Drake and the other fugitives were lying m the Tessels 
on which they had taken refuge. A Mogul fortificat on on 
tbe nver at Budge budge was soon after attacked. Manick 
eband tbe Nabob sHiDdoo general who had been left m charge 
of Calcutta, had arrived there two days before with a large 
teuiCovTCOkent of horse and foot but a sbot happening to 
j.ia''s too near his turban he gave the s gnal of retreat, and 
the whole body of his troops matched back m di«iorder to 
Calcutta Not cou^idermg buoscU safe oven there, he left 
5OO men to defend the fort, and fled with the remamder to 
Moor hedabad. Colonel dive entered the dismantled town 
on the 2nd of January, and the fort surrendered at discretion 
To impress tl 0 Nabob with a conviction of the power and 
rcsoluton of the Enghsh who had come to avenge their 
wrongs an expedition was sent about a week after to the 
important post of Ifooghlj wheh eubnutted without resist 
nncv 

Nabob Jiad persnaded himself that tie 
i s: English would never agam venture to set foot m 
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Iu3 dominjoTiP, and tlio ncnaof Ihc^o trans^ctiona fillc d lilin 
with indignation, niid lie lost no time m inarcliuig do«n to 
Calcutta %Mth an army of 40,000 men Clive was unxioiH foe 
an accommodation, and offered Inm the most moderate and 
rcafionahlc tenna Hut while the negotiations were in pro- 
gress, the army of tho Jvalwb vros in full march towards the 
town, burning down llit villages ns it advanced Two 
oiivovswhom CUve had scntontlic 1th of I’chruary torequo-'t 
the Nabob to willidraw hw arm), if his intentions were |>acific, 
were treated with contumely Tinding a contest mcvitible, 
Clive determined to tahe the initiative, and, on the morning 
ofthcStli, marched with Ins whole force, niigmentetl bj COO 
marmf R, to the assault of the enemy’s ciilrtnchinent, which 
lay to the north cast of the town But a littlo before smiriba 
ho was confounded by one of, those dense fogs which are 
common at that season of tho, j car, and oUhough his troops 
fouglit with tlic greatest gallan^rj, thej became bewildered 
and dibhcartcncd, and he withdrevr lus ^rcc witli the loss of 
more than 200 soldiers But tho Kabob was still moro dis- 
heartened Ho had lost twenty-two olhcers of distinction, 
he had ucv tr been so much mvolvcd m the penis of a battle 
ic!i>re and, passing at onco /rtwn eiireme ot anwgaoce to 
tlic extreme of pusillanimity, hastened to raako overtures of 
peace, and on the 9th of rebruary a treaty was concluded 
by which all their former privileges were restored to the 
English, and permission was given to fortify Calcutta and to 
establish a mint, and a promise of compensation for their 
losses was held out 

c«ptuTs of Clive was duected, and bad engaged, to return 
ChaodonugoJA with tho troops to ]l![adras after the recovery of 
Calcutta, and he lias been censured for disregard 
ing bis promise , but in his determination to remain xn Bengal 
be exercised a wist discretion Information had been recciv cd, 
through Aleppo, of a dedaiatioii of war between Prance and 
England on the 9th of May la the preceding year Cliander- 
uagore was gam&oned with 700 Europeans Busgy, with a 
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■with the Company, — in which, however, they always com- 
plained of having ^cen overreached, — and by his eitensivo 
commercial dealings throughout the country He mamtained 
the estahhshment of a pnnee m Calcutta, and rendered him- 
self important at the Co irt of Moorshedabad He accompa 
nied Seraja Dowlah on hia return to the capital, and became 
a great favourite with that weak pnnee He daily attended 
the durbar, thrust lutaself into every affair, and acquired such 
influence in the public councils that the confederates were 
constrained to take him into their confidence, os the least of 
two evils 

ciiTejoiBjtha As the plans of the party proceeded, Jugut 
confcdcrac? g^tt tho bank*er, assured hia friends that there 
was little, if any, chance of success without the co operation 
of Clive, and they invited him to jom them, bolding out the 
most magnificent offers for tho Company Ohvc felt “ that there 
could bo neither peace nor sccun^y whilo such a monster as 
the Nabob reigned,’ and readily entered into tbeu“ plans not 
withstanding the reluctance of the timid Council m Calcutta 
A secret treaty was concluded between tho confederates 
I and CUvo, the chief stipulations of which were that ho should 
march with his army to Moorshedabad and place Meet Jaffu-t 
on tho throne, and that Mccr Jaflier should make the amplest 
reparation to the EngUsU for oil loascs, public and pnvate 
The whole scheme, however, bad well nigh rruBcarned, through 
tho rapacitj of Oimcliuad who came forward in the last 
stage, and demanded, by the threat of disclosure — winch 
would have been certain death to all the confederates — tl o 
insertion of a specific article in the treaty, guaranteeing to him 
thirty lacs ol rupees, and a commission of five per cent on 
all payments Clive, on 1 eanng of this outrageous demand, 
came to tho conclusion “that art ami policy were warrintnl le 
to defeat the dcsigus of such a villain , and ho formed H o 
plan of docemng tho man by a fictitious treaty, WTittcn on 
red japer, whcli provided for hi3 demand, wlulo tie real 
treat>, aulhtnt cated by tlio seals Vnd signatures of tl c con- 
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tractiag parties, contained no such etipulation Tins is the 
only act m the bold and ardnoas career bf Cltvc, Tvhicli, in 
tJio opinion of postentj, docs not admit of rudication But 
it IS due to lus memory to Btalc tliat» to the end of his life, 
he con«Cientioa'5ly asserted the integnt^ of lus motives and 
of lus conduct on this occasion, and declared that ho “ would 
do it a hundred tunes orer” When the treaty was complete, 
Mocr JafEicr took an oath on the Xora»*to he faithful to his 
engagements, and to withdraw with his troops from tho 
army of tho 2sabob, cither before or on the day of the battle 
Bitceef Clive, havmg conduded lus arrangements, ad- 

” dre^^eda letter to the Nabob, recapitulatmg the 
gnevanccs of which the English had to complain, and slating 
that ho was combg to Moorshedabad to submit them to tbe 
judgment of the durbar He marched from Cbandcrnagore, on 
the ISth June, with 1,000 Europeans, 2,000 natives, aud eight 
pieces of carmoQ On the 17{,h be reached Cutwa, and captured 
tbe fort, hut looked m vain forMccr JaScr, who hod, in tho 
meantime, taken another oath of fidelity to hi» master On 
tile 19th the nuns set in with extreme violence, and Clive 
pansed on the threshold of the campaign, doubtmg the pro- 
priety of opening it at the bcguming of tho rainy season, and 
on "their own bottom, without any assistance But on 
second thoughts he felt be had advanced too far to recede, 
and that there would be more peril m retarning than m 
advancing The whole army cr05'=cd tho nver on the 22nd, 
and encamped for the night m the grove of Pla'ssy, m the 
immediate neighbourhood of which the Nabob was posted 
with an army cf la, 000 horse and 85 000 foot, in an en- 
trenched camp The next morning, the memorable 23rd of 
June, 17a7, the Nabobs troops moved out and assaulted the 
English force which was sheltered by a high bank, but witli 
httle effect About noon tbe enemy withdrew their artillery, 
and Chre adianced vtsorvusty to the attack of their lines, 
Meer ilndun, the general in-duef, was mortally wounded, 
and expired m tie presecoS of tbe iiabob, irio rrae unsife 
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t\ny IftnRcr to control l»»8 tenor, bnt monntc<l a cornel anti 
flcil at tliotopof nccompanicd about 2 ,b 0 t) liorpc 

IIw wliolc army iinnic<liatcl> dinporsof! nml tins little, fn, 
momentous in its cvcntni! result on tlic destiny oC India 
i\as giincd with the lobs of only 72 killed ond se minded on 
the pirt of the Fnghsh, while, cien on the side of the entmj, 
the cifiuiltics did not exceed ftOO Ab soon is iiclnni np- 
poired to declare m fcaonr of the J /iplish ^feer JnlDcr moved 
off with hiR troops and jf mod their Blind ird '^eriiji Powlih, 
on his amvil at the cipitil, found himself (k«ertcd b^ his 
court, and, after pissing a diy in gloomy reflections, disguised 
himself m a mem dress and cpcii>ed out of a window in the 
jilico at ten at night, with a firounte conciibuic and a 
t umich, and cmbarl cd m a little boit w Inch Ind been secured 
for him 

rieTsitonot entered Moorslicdil ad on the 23th of 

>iMrJ4iB<r June, and proceeding to the pilire, where all the 
”” great officers were assembled, condocted Jfecr 

Jaffier to the throne, and silniod him Soobadar of Bengal, 
Behar, and Onsea Tlio change in the position and proi ccts 
of the Lnghsli was so rapid and stupendous as almost to 
exceed belief In June, 1750 Calcutta had been plnudcrtd 
and burnt, Its Diropean inhabitants munlcrcd and the Company 
exterminated from Bengal In June, 17o7, they had recov cred 
their capital, extinguished their ruropcan rivals, defeated and 
dethroned the Nil ob and <lisi>o8cd of the government of the 
three provinces, with a population of twenty five millions, 
to their own partizan In accordanco witli the terms of the 
treaty, the sum of two crores and twenty lacs of rupees was 
gradually paid nut of the treasury at lloorshedabad, to make 
good the losses of the Company and of individuals The first 
instalment of eighty lacs was conveyed to Calcutta m a tn 
umphant procession, with lands playing and banners floating 
— a bright contrast to the Bpectacle of the previous year 
when Seraja Dowlah marched back to Ins capital witli the 
v,i Ga\cnUa "VrYtAe Ct(ve*^waB tuns givuig away n 
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were paneled on an clcpliant tlirongli the streets, and then 
buried in the tomb^f hiBgtnndfatlicr. 

The Court of Intelligence of the destruction of Calcutta did 
, iHrtctorton not Tcacli England for eleven months On the 
I uny ni? August, 1757, the Court of Directors wrote 

' to the President m Calcutta: “On the 4th of June, we heard 
of the melancholy news of the loss of Fort William and the 
rest ohour scttlcmcMa m Bengal On the 22nd day of July> 
Mr Holncll nmacd on the Siren, and gave a most agreeable 
turn to our thoughts by bringing advice of the recapture of 
Fort William ” A few months after, they heard of the battle 
of Plasay, and the great revolution wluch had been effected 
by their troops That victory more than realised the expec- 
itations which the Court had entertained seventy years ago, 
when they sent out Admiral Nicholson to mahe them “a 
[nation in India" It had laid the foundation of a great 
empire Yet so httlo coDCcptioi^had the Court of the high 
destiny which was openmg before them that their clucf 
source of gratification was derived from the liopo that their 
servants in Bengal would now be able to provide the invest* 
ment for two years without drawing on them 
cuToqneiia objoct of Mccr Jafiier, after his clcva- 

threenTuiu, tion, was to plunder the Hindoo mimster of 
finance, Koy-doorlub, and the oIEcers who had 
amassed wealth m the govemmeuts conferred on them by 
All verdy. These proceedings provoked no fewer than three 
\ revolts vnthm three months, m Behar, Purneah, and llidna* 
pore But they were quelled without bloodshed, by the mere 
exercise of Clive’s mflacnce, to whom the whole country 
looked up as to a demigod The ascendancy which he thus 
acquired, though inseparable from his position and his genius, 
could not fall to lessen the importance of the Nabob, and to 
irritate has mmd, vVhile it gave umbrage to his family and bis 
officers They could not forget that it was only two yeara 
Buicc Uie foreigners, who now bote the supremacy m Bengal, 
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had approached them as sopjdiant'S 'with ^ts and Batteries , 
and it required the most dehcate management on the part of 
Chve to prcTent the explosion of their discontent. A few 
months after the battle of Plassy, a ilahratta envoy amved 
at Hoorshedabad to demand the arrears of chaut now due for 
two years, bat he soon foond that the days of chout had 
ceased with the advent of the English. 

Eireamon to CouTt of Directoi^, otflieanng of the great 

tiieco-t<> 7 ' victory of Plassy, placed the government of Cal- 
^ cutta m the hands of Chve, and he was anxions to 
afford substantial rehef to Madra**, now menaced by Lally, 
but the presence of a formidable French force on the confines 
of On<5j,a, and of Law with 200 Europeans on the borders of 
Behar, combined with the growing alienation of the ^abob, 
made it impoUtic to weaken Bengal The number of European 
troops at 'lladras was, moreover, twice as large as tbe number 
at the disposal of Chve, and, above all, that settlement had 
Lawrence for its mihtary commander, which Clive considered 
an ample guarantee of its safety He, therefore, supplied it 
most hberolly with funds from lus own full treasury, and took 
steps to remove one cause of disquietude by an attack on the 
French possessions in the bortfacm Sircars, now no longer 
protected by the geuus of Bussy lie entrusted the expe- 
dition to Colonel Forde, one of the great soldiers created by 
the long continued wars on the Coast Chve had begun to 
enhst the Bajpoots, and was enabled to send 2 000 sepoys 
with Forde, in addition to 500 Europeans and 14 guns 
That officer landed at Tizagapatam, and, alter defeating 
Bussy’s feeble successor, the Marquis of Confians, formed the 
bold design of laymg CiCge to Masulipatam, the great strong- 
hold of the French on the coast, though it was gam«oned by 
a larger force xlian that of the bc« egers Confians solicited 
the immcdtafc aid of the hizam, Salabut ^ung, who marched 
doivn to the coast with a large army m support of his fneads 
Forde, however, pushed the siege wiUi such skill and energy 
as to olhgc the French geacral to capitulate before tho 
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just as it amvcd witliin Bight of Cliinsurah, and defeated m 
half an hour Imntadiately after the action, the Nabob’s son, 
Mcenin, appeared ivith an army of 7,000 men, who wcfq 
destined to turn on the English if the fortune of the day had 
been different Clive restored the vessels ho had taken to the 
Dutch authorities, on their engaging to mako good all tl c 
expense incurred in defeating their plans, and embarked for 
England on tbc SSthi/if Fcbniaiy, 17C0 

Ahmed Shah rcsume tlic tliTcad of Jfaliratta an 1 

sn4tieiiahnit.Jlogul affairs Ahmcd Sbah Abdalce returned tw 
taa, i:sT— 58 pgfg,j^ ^ Junc, 17o7, leaving his son, Timur, in 
charge of the Punjab, and Nujeeb ood dowlah in command at 
Dellu, to protect the emperor from the designs of Ghazee ood- 
deen That profligate minister called the llabrattas to Iw 
Old, and Raghoba, the fighting brother of the Peshwa, 
marched up to Delhi, and captured it after a month's siege 
Nujeeb retreated to Rohilcund,*and Ghazee ood deen was re* 
instated m tbc oQlco of vizier ^oon after the capture of tlie 
capital by Raghoba, one Adma beg, a veteran intriguer in the 
Punjab, invited lam to seize on that province, as well as '5fooI 
tan, and annex them to the Mahratta dominions Be marched 
to Lahore, in Hay, 1758, the AbdaJeea were totally routed, 
Prince Tunur retreated to Persia, and the Mahratta standard 


was planted, for the first time, on the banks of the Indus 
Raghoba then returned to the Deccan but with more glory 
tlcm money , and, instead of the loads of booty which usually 
marked the return of the Mahratta expeditions, brought back 
a loail of obligations httle short of a crore of rupees Tins 
disapporntment gave nsc to a senous altercation with Suda 
eeeb Rao Bhao, the cousin and civU administrator of tl c 
Peshwa “Then take charge of the next expedition yourself 
was the tart reply of Raghoba. Tlie Peshwa took 1 im at his 
word and compromiced the differences between tl cm bj trans 
ferrmg the command of the army to Sudaseeb, generally 
known as the Bliao, and placmg hia I rothcr at the head of 
the cml department. * 
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TemtorrwTcsv The Pcsliwa had becD, for somc time, enj^gcd 
ed from '?aiabnt m mtriguea for the ocqnisitidn of Ahmednugur, 
jmig nss important aty south of the Nerbuddi, 

and, at length obtained possesmon of jt by an act of bnse 
treachery This aggression brought on hostilities with Salabnt 
Jung and hia brother, Kiaam Ah, who had been recently re- 
conciled to him The master spmt of Bussy no longer ani- 
mated the councils or the army of tlie J<ifam Ibrahim Khan 
Gardec, one of the ablest native generals of the time, who 
was in command of the eepoy battabons trained by Bussy, 
and a powerful and well served artillery, had been dismissed 
from the service Ho immediately transferred liis sword to 
the Peshwa, and, in the conflict now raging, contributed, in 
no small degree, to reduce Salabut Jong and his brother to 
such straits, that they were constrained to submit to the most 
humiliating conditions as the pnee of safety A treaty was 
wrung from them, which o^pceded to the Ifalirattas Cvo of 
the most important fortrc«8e8 m the Deccan, and some of its 
most flourishing distncts, yielding a revenue of not less than 
sixty lacs of rupees a year The Mahrattas had now reached 
the zenith of tlieu- power Their authority was 
MibnttM, 178J equally acknowledged on the banks of the Cavciy 
and the Indus All the temtory avilhtn these limits, which 
was not their own, paid them tnbute The vast resources 
of Uio Jlahratla community were guided by one head and 
directed to one object — ibo nggraiidiscmeat of the nation, 
and they now talked proudly of establishing Ilindoo sove- 
reignty over the whole of IlindostAn The only Lope of pre- 
serving the country from subjection to Uiis power, of wl ich 
tyranny, mpino, and destruction were the constant ntfendants, 
now rested on the arms of a foreign potentate — Ahmed Shah 
Abdilce 

rminh ^ adkft Moll at USoItolkar an 1 iHla- 

»r Aiuwi 5h«a, jeo Siudia to extort contnbutions from tl c I»aj|>oot 
pnnccs, and lo miintain the conquests Ic lal 
ma lo la the PiLijab At flic instigation of Cbazcc ood dccii, 
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biiuH scut Ills ptlici-m lo in\a(1o rohilctuid, aiid lu tlis 
c( ur<o of a mniilhMjcy bid wxslc thtrictn liniidrcd 
111 tliat fliiiri'sliiii'j j rovinte Tht ulterior o! jeet of tlic %UJ«r 
and of tliu Mihrittaa was tlio |)Os<5t8'»ion of Oiidc, and ns tlie 
Nabob dmded llicm more than ho bated tlic Ilohiliifli li*’ 
entered into a trcMx Uuhfniit, (bo J riiest of tbor 

tl icfs, and, m conjiinctimi Mith Nnjeeb ood dowlab drove 
fcindia across the OTHgcB with great slanglitcr Just at tl i-* 
juncture both parlies were aatounded by the intelligence t! nt 
Ahmed Slnli anus cntcringlndia with a grand amii to rccoicr 
and extend Ins conquest* The rcmeinbrince of the back of 
Delhi bi hi8 liooj s gave ft portentous character to tins, lus 
fourth invasi in , and the Nolob nnd tho Malintta were >n 
diiccd, ly a common alarm, to patch up an accommodation 
Tiio Abldee crisscd the Indus in September, 1759, 
marched direct to laliorc During his advance, tho vizier, 
svho had doj rived lus former ligister of sight, dreading tbo 
intercourse of tlio emperor with Ahmed Shah, on whom he 
inflicted inoxiiablo injurj, gave 
cnptrorA m ordcrs fut lus ossasbitiation, and placed bome 
gftt v»T, 17S9 y, youth on tho throne, who was however 

never ackuowfcilged ' 

The two Mahratta chiefs, supported by their allies, the 
Jautb, advanced to encounter Ahmed Shalt, but they were m 
two divisions widely separated from each other, 

Tlrfciit rfSiBila 1 1 -4 , , 

ud uoikar fttid hc rcsolvcU to attack them before they couia 
form a junction The army tif Smdia was sur 
prised, and tw o thirds of the troops, including the general, 
slaughtered. Ilolkarmal!© nil haste to retreat, and might 
have escaped but lie could not resist the temptation of turn 
mg out of Ins way to plunder a nch convoy of which lie had 
received intimation Ahmed Shah overtook him by forced 
marches of extracadmary length and routed liiin with great 
carnage Of these reverses the Peshwa received information, 
immediately after he and his cousin had succeeded m wresting 
the forts and districts already meiitioned from Salabut The 
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infantry should be left m his forts, and that the army should 
revert to the old System of ■warfare, and harass the enemy 
with incessant attacks and cut off his supplies, till the het 
season obhged the Abdalce to withdraw his troops to a more 
congemal chmate beyond the Indus But this sage advice, 
though supported by the ablest of the Jlahratta generals, 
was rejected with scorn by the Bhao The city of Delhi was 
occupied almost witflout a struggle, and he was with difDcuUy 
dissuaded flora proclaiming Wiawas Rao, the eldest son of 
the Peshwa, Emperor of India But, in a spmt of wanton 
barbarity, he destroyed the monuments of art which even 
Nadir Shah had spared Disgusted •with these acts, and not 
less •with the overbearing conduct of the Bbao, the Rajpoots 
and the Jauts withdrew from hisonny. 

Ahmed Shah was cordially supported by the 
turShmitM Bolullas, and with less zeal by the Nal^b of 
indMosnii Oudo IIis regular army consisted of 88,000 
foot and 41,800 horse, with seventy pieces of 
artillery Uis irregular force was computed to bo equally 
strong After a variety of manauvres the two armies con- 
fronted each other on tlie field of Paniput, where for the 
third time the fate of India was to be decided The Bhao 
entrenched himself behind a ditcb, forty feet wide and twelve 
feet deep Ahmed Shah fortified his camp •with felled trees 
Numerous encounters took place from time to time between 
different detachments without any decisive result. The 
Kobillas and the Nabob of Oude were impatient to be led at 
once against tho enemj, but the wary and experienced Ab* 
dalec prudently determined 'to wait tho certain progress of 
famme in their encampment The resources of the Mnhrattas 
were gradually exhausted, their foraging parties wore con* 
Btantly driven back, and starvation stared them in tho face, 
whilo the stcnch^froni tho dead bodies of men and animals 
within tho narrow hmits of tho camp became at length 
insupportable Uiiible any longer to bear theso privations 
and evils, men and ofUccrB equally demanded, m u voice of 
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Rao Tvas fonnd, and the Ahdalee ^ as Tnth reluctance prevailed 
on to allow it to be burnt, instead of having it dned and 
stuffed, to tahe hack with him to Cahnl Junhajee Sindla 
and the illustnoiia Ibrahim Khan Gardco, were tal en prisoners 
and put to death, the latter on the ground of having fought 
on the side of the Hindoos against the true believers Only 
one fourth of the troops escaped , and the entire loss of the 
llahrattas, from'*'the hegmmng of the campaign, was 
computed at 2QOOOO Never was defeat more complete 
or more fatal There were few families which had not Io®t 
some relative, and gnef and despondency overspread the 
comrannity The Peshwa died of gnef, and with him 
perished the p’aistige of his family The formidable unity 
of the Mahratta power was destroyed, and the hope which 
the Mahrattas had chenshed of becoming masters of all Indit, 
wdB at once and for o^cr annihilatod. 


CHAPTER XI 
BCNGAt, 1761 — 1772 

^ 1.1 . battle of Pnnipnt forms an important epoch 

iniaaft«rih8 lu tUc moucrn aiinals of India, and a brief notice 
of the posiUOD and strength of the %anoii3 
princes at that period will scTic to elucidate its 
subsequent history The great empire of tlu- SloguU uas 
dissolved, and the emperor ^vas waiiJcrmg obout m Behsr, 
accomj anicil ly a small band of mercenaries In the districts 
around Dtllii the Jauts on one side, and the I flnllas on tl o 
other, were con'solidatmg the power tlicj had usurj cd Tie 
Rajpoot rajas had been hnmbltd dunag the encroachments « f 
•the ifahrattas and inamftated little of their former entr?} 
The Nabob aizier of Oude pos<^Bfc<l a rn.h territory, and ft 
large iinilisciphncd arnij, but avas dencicut m cacr^ mihtaiy 
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qTality, except cottragc The Mnhiatta drcim of iraiTersal 
empire lo India under a llmdoo sceptre, U\d been dissipated 
Ijy the recent defeat, and although the Pcshwa was still the 
head of the federation, its power wag henceforth partitioned 
among the Guickwar, the raja of hagpore, and Holkar and 
Smdia, who were seldom at peace with each other The 
Nizam at Hyderabad, had been crippled by tbe surrender of 
some of Ins most valuable districts to VI* ilahrattas Tbe 
power of tbe French was completely broken In the south 
of the penmsula, the Nabob of the Carnatic had been seated 
on the throne by the Enghsh, and was maintained solely by 
tlicir arms, and Hyder Ah was on the point of grasping the 
supreme control m Mj sore The power destined eventually 
to bring these vanons prmapahties ‘under ono umbrella,' 
had recently subdued its European nrals m the south, and 
established its predommance m the valley of the Ganges, but 
w as coiitemplatmg nothing so little as the conquest of India 
Vinitiart. Cliv® had bccome *=0 completely identiRcd with 
coTcmoror tlio cxistcuce of British power m Bengal, that lug 
Sirs* 1 60 61 j^p^rtui'e appeared to those who remained, as it 
the soul was departmg from the govommeat Ho wag 
succeeded m lhe<K:hair by Mr Tansittart, a Madras civilian, 
o man of the greatest probity, but utterly incompetent to 
manage the compl cated machinciy of the government. The 
aipimtmcnt, though recommended by Clut, pioved in every 
respect disastrous The members of the Bengal Couucil were 
irritated ly his intrusion into a scat which they considered to 
biloiig to them of light, and set themselves to thwart his 
measures, at a i*cnod when the exigencies of a novel and 
foreign administntion required the greatest unan mity Soon 
after >[r Vausittarts appointment, moreover, aa order from 
the Court of D rectors n ache 1 Calcutta summarily dismissing 
three of the ablest and most experienced mtyiibtrs of Council, 
on account of a contumacioua letter wluch had been provoked 
ly their own arb tnrj proceedings The ofponents of 
Mr \ ausittart thus obtained a majo^j la the t/ouacS, and 
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this circum''tanci;, combined with his imbeabty, rendered the 
four years of his odminishation a peiiod of extraordinary 
criminality. « 

intMionof Zada, the son of the emperor, m- 

Peharbyihe vadcd Bcliir a Eccond time at the beginning of 
Shah lada, 1760 rabble of troops he had collected 

around him As already stated, the intelligence of his 
father’s death reached him after he had crossed the Curumnussa, 
and he immediately assomed the imperial dignity with the 
title of bhah Alum, which brought a large accession of troops 
to lus standard The Nabob of Oiide was appomted vizier of 
this relic of an empire,* and, in the hope of adding Behar to 
his territories, joined the emperor with a considerable force 
Colonel Calliaud, one of the generals created by the wars on 
the coast, the coiuiade of Lawrence ond Clive, of Ooote and 
Forde, had been sent up from Madras to tahe the command of 
the array m Bengal, and had proceeded to Moorshedabad, 
where Olive, tiion on the eve of embarking for England, was 
making the necessary dispositions for repelling the invasion 
Meer JafBer contributed 15,000 horse to the expedition under 
the command of bis son, Meenm, whose oppressions bad 
made eienScraja DoTrhhan object of regrtit * The united 
forces of the emperor and the vizier advanced towards Patna 
on one *'idc, >\ hilo Colonel Calhaud was mo\ang up in an opposite 
ihrcctioQ to its succour Kamnarayun, the Hindoo goaemor, 
had been strictly enjoined to await the arrival of thc'^o re- 
inforcements, but ho chose to march out and encounter the 
enemy alone, and was totally defeated Tlio city must have 
surrendered at discretion, if it had been immediately invested, 
but the emperor wasted the precious moments in plundcnng 
the district On the 20th of February, Colonel Calliaud cam i 
up with the emperor, and, notwilliatanding tlio misconduct of 
Mcerun’s horse, completely routed lus anny 
Th» Emperor Tlio tmptrorhad rccciicd the promise of a^sist- 
r^btuLi,! Mahrott is, and made a sudden and 

1 CO. rapid march tbroughrtho lulls ou 2Ioorulicdabad 
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to meet tliem. Calliatid lost no time m following his steps, 
iiud the two armies confronted eadi othewabout thirty miles 
from that city But the emperor, hearing nothmg of his 
alhes, abruptly broke up his camp and marched bad: to 
Patna, to which be laid close sitge for nine days \11 hope of 
prolonging the defence wasfadmgaway, when Captam Knox, 
who had advanced from Bengal by forced marches to its 
rescue, at the hottest season of the yea^ was descried ap- 
proaching it with a small force The foUowmg day the two 
armies met, and the emperor was defeated, and his force dit.- 
persei The I'abob of Purneah, who had been for some 
time mtnguing with the emperor, now advanced to hi* 
assistance with 30,000 men and thirty pieces of cannon 
Captain Knox, to the otter amazement of the natives of 
Patna, immediately cro 'Cd the Ganges to oppo«o Ins pro 
gress, B ith a handful of men not exceedmg a battalion of 
sepoys and 200 Europeans, ^od a small squadron of cavalry 
The native histonan of that penod vividly describes the 
breathless anxiety with which the inhabitants crowded on 
the walls to watch the issue of this desperate enconnter It 
was one of those battles m tbe early career of the Enghsli 
Bhicb gave prestige to tlieir arm'!, and bewildered the native 
prmccs. It lasted six hours, and ended in the total defeat of 
the enemy The reaiilt of the conflict was rendered the more 
grateful to the natives by the extraordinary valour diip'ajed 
by one of their own country, raja Shilabroy, and by the Iiigh 
tncomiom bestowed on him bj the Engh’^h commander, as 
thej entered the city together covered with dust Colonel 
Calliand and ileenin soon after arrived at Putna, and pro- 
Ltcded aero s the nrer to follow up the victory But they 
had not marched far when Jlcenin, as he lay on his couch 
Latcnmg to a tale, was stmek dead by a tbuudcrbolt, and the 
iXith of country was nd of a moustci^ m whose cabmet 
si-cTun.Jaij!, was found a list of three Imndred men of note 
* “ Bhom he bad doomed to dLStruction on lus 


return. 
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>T«r Tlio \igour of Meerun, jn spite of Ins prt fiigacy, 

(i-pwi I'co inJ l){y!n the mamstny of the goNtrnineiit of 
Moorslicchbul, and liis death brought on an immednt^ 
crisi-^ Ikt r Jifficr lost the little rcison he CAcr pnsso«scd, 
and the adinimstritinn fell into a stale of complete ninrcb} 
The troops eurronnded the pnlice, and demanded the ar- 
rears of tliLir 1 aj with loud ntcnncee, mIicii Jfeer Caesjin, 
the N ibuliH Bon came forwird and offerLd to satisfy 

tiicir claims from his ou i funds, on condition of being op- 
ixunted the successor of ^^terml Tlie hnbob occ<pted h s 
terms and his Bcraiccs, but, m lui cril hour, sent iiim to Cal- 
cutta, to make jiccumary arrangements, m Ins name, with the 
Council llicy had an expensive vrar oii their hands, without 
a rupee m tlicir cxchcfiocr The treasure accumulated at 
Jloorshcdab \d had been exhausted, and, :n the confusion and 

Bcratnblo o! the times, no thought bad been bestowed on the 

future The imbecile Jtcer JalBcr was not the man tore- 
mov 0 their embarraesmeoU , on Die other Land, Meer Ci«sim 
appealed to possess great talent end energy Mr Ilolwtih 
who had taken the command of Fort William when it was 
deserted by Mr Dral e, was the invctcrato enemy of Mecr 
Jaffier, and urged his colleagues at once to detcrniiue ou 
deposing bun, and elevating liis son iii law to the tlutine 
After a show of hesitation, the members of the Comicd 
adopted his advice, and Mr Vausittart was rctjucstcd to pro 
ceed to Moorsliedabad with 180 Europeans, GOO sepoys, and 
four guns, to persuade Meet Jaffier to resign the goremmeut 
of the three soobahs The old man refused to abdicate, and 
threatened to appeal to Olive, his fnead and protector , but 
the arguments of Mr Vansittart weie irresistible, and he was 
obhged to submit to his fate, onl> stipulating for a safe 
asylum m Calcutta well knowmg that in India deposition meant 
Meercawim death v Mccr Cassim became soobadar, and, as 
neT'* the price of lus elevation, ceded to the Company 

the three districts of Midnapore Chittagong and 
Budwan, which were then estmufiedto furnish a third of the 
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to tlio Tower proof munkoffl; ho established a foundry for 
cistiiify cannon, and trained upacorjisof artillerymen a\1io 
would lia\o done credit to tho Conipan>’s scmcc Isotlnng* 
was wanting to render Jlcer Ca«s»n more powerful than 
Ali\trd^ Khan had c^er been, but a few jearsof undisturbed 
leisure 

TrnnwrOoni cmporor, Shall Alum, unablo to regain liia 

•it I iho capital, Iffigtrcd within tho limits of Bchar w itli a 
enii«fror i:« JjqpJq qJ tj-oops, whicli wostcd tlic djstncts Iikc A 
flight of locusts As soon, therefore, ns tho rains of 17CI 
bad sub^'idcd, Colonel Camac matclicd to G^awilb an Engbsh 
force and dispersed them Law, tho French general, whose 
little band of Europeans had been the chief support of tho 
prince, was taken prisoner on this occasion Tho distin- 
guished courtesy with which he was treated by the tiiglish 
commander, confounded tho ideas of the natives, who es- 
pcctcd that ho would have been led out to immediate cxtcu 
tion, in ttccordanco with tho practice of oncutal warfare 
“Nothing,” exclaims tho native historian in his remark on 
this circumstance, “can be more modest and becoming than 
the behaviour of these strangers, whether in tho heat of 
action, or m the pndo of success ” After the action, Colonel 
Camac sent raja Shitabroy with a conciliatory me«sago to tho 
emperor, which was cordially avelcomcd, and bo was con- 
ducted with siulable honours to Patna Mcer Cassim felt no 
httlo alarm on hearing of this fnendly mtcrcourse between 
the Engbsh commander and his own licgo sovereign, and 
hastened to the English camp, but sulleuly lefuscd to pay hie 
respects to the emperor Colonel Camac obviated bis objee 
tions by bringing the parties together m lus own tent, when 
Shah Alum received the homage of tlio nabob, and conferred 
on him the office of soobadar of Bengal, Btbar, and Onssa, 
and obtained m retifrn the promise of an annual payment of 
twenty four lacs of rupees Tlie emperor then proceeded on 
Uia ’cwatft to aud, on takmg tea-ve of the colonel, made aw 
offer to the Company of the dewaimy of the three pi-oviuces. 
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spoi auon of earliest objects of lleer Cas«im after 

Eamnanjoa. his elevation was the spoliation of the great pro 
> “ TincialofGcerSjWhohadainassedwealthmfheirre- 

spective governments Ramnarajnn, the Governor of Patna, 
was destined to be the first victim, bat the Council m Calcutta 
had pledged their honour to protect him from the designs o^ 
his enemies, and the Nabob was for a time baffled Bnt 
Mr Vansittart yielded at length tohi&ifbportunities. Colonels 
Coote and Camac, who insisted on keepmg faith with Ram 
narayun, were removed from the provmce, and Meer Cassim 
was left to wr»‘ak bis vengeance on him The nnfortunatc 
governor was immediately seized and despoiled, while Ins 
anbordmate officers were pnrsued with all the ardour of 
cupidity, and tortured to disclose their wealth Of all the 
proceedings of the feeble Yansittart, this was considered the 
most baneful, inasmuch as it destroyed the confidence which 
the natives had hitbcrti^ reposed m the protection of the 
Company’s officers, and strengthened the bands of the ^tabob, 
whose hostility to the English was daily becoming more 
palpable 

Tftetnuuit Mccr Ca'Sim had mndo great progress in con 
duLH,!^ shlidating his government, when a storm was 
raued by the unprincipled conduct of the CooncQ board iii 
Calcutta, which eventually swept him from the throne From 
the days of Munoo, the duties levied on the transit of raer 
cliandise through the countiy bad formed one of the pnncij>al 
sources of the public revenue, and the highways of com 
roercc, both by land and by water, were obstructed bv 
custom houses Under the old imperial firmanc, the goods of 
the Company intended for export by sea were allowed to pass 
duty free, when protected by the dustucl, or permit of the 
President But the battle of PUosy transferred the poner 
of tlio state to the Company, that is, to their servants, and 
thej rushed eagerly into the uland trad., of tl e country an 1 
cla med the same exemption from duty for Ihcir < ^vn goods, 
wbicb ba\bei,n conceded io the mvrohiiivLov of i.ir mas era. 
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Tlicit servants and dependants soon came to demand the same 
pmileges for tlicir own adicntnrcs. The natnc merchanf'?, 
morLOvtr, anxious to pass their goods duty free, aiere led to 
imrehase du tucLs from some of the Company’s eervaats, even 
at a litgli premium, and the hoys in tlie service, v.ith less p'y 
than fifty rupees a month, were onaWed to realise an incoinc 
of 15,000 or 20,000 rui>ecs a year. To increase the confusion, 
any native trader a\lK^wishcd to evade the duties, had only 
to hoist the EnghMi «i»Aon, or flag, on pa'.sing a custom- 
house. In every instance in which this symbol of impunity 
was not respected, sepoys were sent to drag the Xahuh’s 
ofliccra as culprits to the nearest factory, nod tiny soon came 
to understand the danger of offering the slightest rtsistaiico 
to the most glaring frauds. Tho Kahob was depuved of liis 
rivtnues} tho entire trade of tho country woe disnrgini*'(.d, 
mid noUimg appeared on every side but tho most jxnloui 
confusion. 
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Bidered thom^clves misters of the country, it appeared 
mtolerahlo that their comroeitaal agents should be subjected 
* to the authority of one ■whom they had themseh es raised to 
the throne, and to the insolence, as thej deemed it, of his 
seiTants All the members of Council at tlie out stations 
•were railed down to TJalcatta, to overawe the President, and 
thej declared that they would pay no liigher duty than two 
and a half per cent , and that on tHe article of salt alone 
_ The Nabob, incensed by tins declaration, deter- 

The Nabob ’ ■' , , , ' 

ibol she» »a mined to place his own subjects and tlio foreigners 
*'“'“**’ ’ “■ upon an oquahty by ahoh«h ng all transit dnbes 
throughout the country The members of Council voted this 
meabure a crime, and demanded, as a matter of nght, tint 
the native trade should be sobject to the usual dotie®, while 
their own was eiomj ted from them It was m vain that 
Mr Yansittart rai«cdlu3 voice against tins iniquitous doctrine, 
he was supported only by Mr Hastings From words the 
Council at length camo to blows, and Stanlaho Bataon one of its 
zuoht turbulent members, denounced Mr Hastiugs as a partizaii 
of the Nabob, and struct, him a blow which led to a hobtilt. 
challenge .^ftcr having pa««ed this disgraceful resolution, 
the majority deputed Mr Ilay and Jlr Amyatt to announce 
if to tho hahoh at Mowgb.T 

sir Eni« • In Punng tlicso trin«>actionB a boat proceeding 1 o 
i«ur»ra «eon Pallia With concealed arms, was searched and dc- 
dact,i«A tamed by the Nabobs officers. The affaus of tho 
Company in that city were unfortunately at this juncture 
under the direction of Mr Ellis one of tho most unscnipiilous 
and licad-.trong of all the jablic servants lie had violently 
ojipobcd tl e clc^ ation of Mccr Ca'^sini, and seemed now to I o 
anxious to precipitate a ruptarc with him The boat was 
eventually released, but Mr ElIis continued his liostilc j re 
jmratioiis with so liltlt di'*gaise tlul Veer Ca‘-‘-im thouj.lit 
nt to detain Jlr Hay as a hostage for some of his own 
sonants who had been but Mr Amyatt was allowol 

to rel'ini to Calculta. Mr Ltlis waited for the day which 
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lud been fixed for tbeir departure, and when he calculated 
that both of them were beyond the reach of the Nabob, 
ecizcd on the cjty of Patna The native commandant was *■ 
obhged to retire, but on hearing that the European eoldiers 
were confused with liquor, returned Buddcnly and recaptured 
the town Mr Ellis and tho English gentlemen took refuge 
in their boats and proceeded up the nver, but were overtaken 
and brought back pnsttnera lu Patna The Nabob, incen'icd 
at this outrage, ordcicd e\ciy Englishman throughout his 
dominions to be seized , and Mr Amjatt, then on his waj to 
Calcutta, having refused to eurrendcr, u as slam in the scuffle 
Tho Setts, tho great bankers of Moorshcdal ad, who wero 
possessed of incredible wealth, and had manifested a fa^ou^- 
nblo disposition to the Fnglish, were at tlio same tunc Mizi-J 
and conveyed to Monglur 
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four hours, and, in the opinion of Clive, never did troops fight 
better than those of the Nabob At one period of the action, 
indeed, they penetrated the English lines and captured two 
guns, and victory appeared, for a tune, likely to incline to 
them, but the gallantry of the Europeans, aud the steadiness 
of the sepoys hore down all opposition, and the Nabobs 
treops were constrained to abandon all their gnns and stores, 
and retreat to Oodwanulla •'* 

lu, jicr* of the rcversc threw Mcer Cassim into a paroxysm 

Enjuhfiri of rage, and he gave way* to the ferocity of his 
tonen. 1 61. disposition Ramnarayiin, the deposed governor 
of Patna, was cast into the river with weights attached to hi* 
neck Raja RajbuHuh, the former governor of Dacca, was 
put to death, with all his sons The hloorshcdahad bankers 
were thrown into the Ganges from one of the bastions of thu 
fortof Monglnr One of tlieir favourite servaflts, the faithful 
Ghunee, begged permission to share tbcir fate, and when his 
rc(|ucst was denied, plunged into the river, determined not to 
survive them Early in Ibo month of November, the Engliih 
army carried the entrenched camp at Oodwanulla, and the 
Nabob fled to Patna Dot before his departure ho ordered lin 
officers to proceed to the house where his European pnsumre 
were confined, and pnl them to death •without distmctiuu 
Thej nobl^ replied that they were soldiers and not execu- 
tioners “Turn them out,” they said, “with arms in their 
1 ands, and wo wiU fight tlwro to the death " Kut llw.ro wan 
In the camp one ^\ alter Raymond, who had been a Btrgennt 
m the Fn.nch sen ice, and now, nndcr the name of Sumroo, 
Iwld a on in the Nabobs army, who came fonvard 

and oITi red to do the bloody deed The wretch proceeded (o 
the house wilhafilcof solbcn*, anl poured in volley afrer 
volhj through the Venetian windows iij^on tlie dt-fenetbss vic- 
tims, till forty -eight gentlemen— among w hod vra.s Mr EIN 
—anl 100 sol hors hy etatclicd on the floor PaUia wxs 
ca, tuad on Uic Clh of November, and the campaign ciidul ui 
four mojtlhs by the fl ght of 3 fccr CaM.ni to the court of ihn 
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, ^ ^ K il)ob vizier The vizicr h'ld fongbt by the si Ic 

aAe>dtn>& ^ I 

T z «r ui. chei of Ahmed Shah Aboalce at Paniput, and, m tlie 
to ratoa, i76t i-xnguago of the native histornn, “ considcrt I 
himscff a second Rustum ” Ho determined fo fifco ndranfig'o 
of the confusion of the titneo, and, six months after the ter- 
mination of the war with Mccr Cassim, marched down to 
Patna with a large but ill trained army It was an act of 
wanton aggression *dli his part, dictated bj ambition and 
avarice Iho emperor and the disinherited ^ahobof Htnipil 
joiiiLd hi3 camp with ^ small hod^ of foUoivirs 'liio Eng'l b 
army m the field was straitened for provisions, and retired to 
the citj of Patna which was Mgorously attacked on tlic 3nl 
of llaj, IVGl The assailants were repulsed, but not without 
great difficulty, and not before the close of the d\j The 
Nabob M7icr, after liovenng about Patna for four weeks, re- 
tired to Ifaxir to encamp for the rams 
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consisting of native officers a’ld found gtuHy The iTajor 
ordered four of them to be blown away from the guns, when 
(pur noble lookuig grenadiers came forward, and dtmanded to 
be the first to suffetj as thej liad always been the foremost m 
danger The European officers then reported that t!\c sepoya 
had announced their firm rcsolodoii not to allow any further 
c'^ecutions , but the unflmdiing commander loaded his guns 
uitli grape, placed his European soldiery the internals, and 
commanded the native battalions to gronnd arms, threatening 
to discharge the guns on them if a single man was seen to 
mo\ c The sepoys were awed by lus resolution , sixteen 
more were blown an ay, the mutiny was quenched m their blood, 
and di«u{ line -n as rcstoad. This was the fin>t of that senes of 
mutinies which brohe out from time to time among the native 
81 . poye— chiefly after a 8ucce«sfal camp.aign, when they are 
least nmcnaliio to reason— and terminated m less than i 
CLnturj m the dissohilioiy of the whole Bengal army 
Major Muaro shewed his mailers how the insubordinatioo 
of 6 pn^swas to bo dealt mth, and there can be no doubt 
that if the same epint and promptitude bad been exhibited 
oil over^ future craergtnigr, the result would lia\o been 
oipially auspiciobs 

rauvjBtmxsT Tins example of seventy restored the di'ciplme 
rkjo rrss, of tlic army so effectually that avitlnn four months 
’ if the nioUny, Major Munro did not hc'jtato to kad 

his troops against the J»abob vizier, who had been encamped 
for scTcial mt utbs at Busar with an annj « f 50 000 m i\ On 
the 23rd of Oetolicr he was allacked and compktili routed, 
and obliged to abandon Jus camp, Bith all its stores and 130 

I icccs of cainon The aidoty of lJuxar was scanh Ici^a 
imjvirtant to the jntenfits ( I the Comjxmv Ilian tint of rinssy 

I I d mol shed the pow cr of the Vizier, Soojah ood dou lab the 
only cliiif of any importance m the noKh It made tha 
1 ngli h maaters of tho entire a ill y of tlu Ganges, from the 
flinuhMi to Ihi SCO, and j laadllindnatm nt their fiat Thi 
^al>ob 6< at oQ lus wo ucn ^nd bis Iren urt to Baitilly, and 
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was, morooTer, provided that this nefanoas claim should be 
satisfied before any payment was made to the Company s 
treasuiy for the expenses of the war, which wen? met by the 
mgenious device of lending to the Govemrnent at an exor- 
bitant rate of interest, the sums paid to individualo by the 
b,abob The effrontery exhibited duimj these five years’ of 
crime makes one blosh for the honour of England , and the 
only relief to the mind is to be foim^th the considcratiou 
that it was an exceptional case 

De ihof Thc*e importnmhes, combined with the age 

sn«rJaaer and infirmities of the Nabob, hastened his end, 
and he expired m Jamiaiy, ITCj Then came 
the question of appointing his successor The making of 
Nabobs had been, for seven years, one of the most lucrative 
employments of the Connol, and the fourth opportunity 
which was now presented, was not to be neglected. Mr \ an 
sittart had retifed from tbg cbiir, and was succeeded bv 
Mr Spencer, a Bombay civihan, without either talent or 
probity The Court of Directois, exasperated by the iniquity 
of their servonts in Calcutta had issued pereinj tory ordot'* 
for the su][ precision of the inland trade, and for the execution 
of “covenants" binding them not to rcccnc preheats from 
native pnnccs. These injunctions reached Calcutta before 
the death of Mcer JafBer Mr Spencer and his colleagues 
were, moreover, aware that Lord Chre was on the eve of em- 
barking for IniLa to root out abu'cs , no lime was, therefore, 
to bo lost m the appointment of another Nabob The cove- 
nants were thrown aside, and Nujum ood-dowlah, the son of 
Meer Tafilcr, was raised to the throne, and requ retl to make 
donations to the members of the Council to iLe extent < i 
twcntj Hes of rupees, as well os to saaction tl o inland trade, 
exempt from the pavmcnl of all dutj 

c n t WWI 04 CUve, on lus n.tam to England in 17C0, wn 

• Bi received with great d ■•tmction the king tl l 

• mimstcr, Mr Pitt, an I the nation, and honourc I 
with an In.«h peerage Ae India IIousc. hkewiM?, p.i J 

X 2 
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lioimgc to hia tnlenta and lus enccess; but the Court of 
Diicctors scarce!} less domorilizcd by intrigue and 
jobbery tlnn the Council board in Calcutta by venality and 
rapacity, and Chvo was speeddy brought mto collision with 
the loading faction, at the head of which was Hr Snlh^an 
In IZiT, Heci Jaffit r had ceded to the Company certain lands 
lying to the south of Calcutta, of the annual value of ten hes 
of rupees, rcscrvitl^eto liiinficif the quit-rent of three besa 
year Two years after, the Nobob manifested his gratitude 
for the services of Clive bj making him a donation of the 
quit-rent, w Inch ho received for ecvenl years without inter- 
ruption But Hr Sullivan and his party having gained the 
ascendancy m the Court of Directors m 17C3, sent out orders 
to Calcutta, without any communication with Olive, to vath- 
hold the usual payment, assigning no otlici reason for this 
act of injustice than the cc8s»ation of all cordiality hetwecJ 
him and the Court Clive was, tJicrcfore, obliged to file a b H 
in chancery for the recovery of his rights* But while ths 
contest was raging, intclbgcnco was received m London of the 
war with JIccr Cassim, the maesacro of the European pn- 
soners, and the total disorganization of the government m 
Calcutta The proprietors of India stock sVw with dismay 
the golden dreams of prosperity m wluch they had indidged 
vanishing away, and, m spite of the opposition of the Directors 
rtsoh cd to send out the man to whom they owed all their 
greatness, to retrieve their alTairs They determined al o to 
entrust the powers of goaemment, which had hitherto Icen 
vested in a council of sixteen, to a select commiteo of five 
Clive was surrounded by fnends and admirers, and in the 
enjoyment of an income of four lacs of rupees a year , there 
was therefore no inducement for him to return to India, but 
he ha I been actuated tlironghont life by a high sense of dutj, 
and he did not hesitate to accept the charge of a govemuient 
wluch was justly desenbed as “headstrong and conoipt, and 
lost to every sense of honour” 

Clive landed at Calcutta on iho 3rd of Hay, and found 
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Con ! tlcn ef tliat the politKnl dangers had pn^^cd off Ifcer 
Cis'iim had Icon capcilodfrfm hengal the Nabob 
adrier had betn ranqnibhcd and the cmjvror as a su| i Innt 
Beit there aveie other and more alarming penis to l>e cn 
coiintcrcl Vast fortunes had been amasso 1 by “tho most 
nefanoua and oppressive conduct ever knoven m nnj age or 
coiintrj The jwwcr of the Comiianys stirants had Icon 
cmj loyed m Icvjmg contnhulinns on eftry class from tho 
Nabob dawn to the lowest mnmdir Iven tho exaction of 
twenty lacs of rupees from the joungNabob on his elevation, 
in defiance ol the exj tess ordetB of the Conit of Directors, 
was openly avowed without a blush Luxnrj, corniption 
and debauchery pervaded every rank of tic service, and 
threatened the dissolutiou of all government Clivo found 
Sixmeer, the governor, ‘ ns deep m the ni re ns any oilier, 
nnd ho felt lumsolf justified m affirming that ‘ flioro were not 
five men of poncij le left at Uio Prcsidcncv ’ T1 o massacre 
of tho English gentlemen by Sumroo had thinned the ranks 
of tho avil semec, many of the seniors had returned to 
England laden with plunder, and joung men ha i thus been 
piidied forwawl to posts of importance, with I ttlo ju lament 
or expencnce, but infiamcil with the most extravagant ex 
poctations by the success of tho e who bad precede 1 them 
Clive s first duty was to enforce the execution of the cove 
naiits which abolished the receipt of presents, but Le was 
met on the threshold by on attempt to question tl c powers 
of the Select Commiltee, and an effort was nia le to brow 
beat liim, bnt he soon reduced the refractory to silence by 
dcclanng that he would not allow kis authority to be contro 
verted for a moment, and that he woul I peremptorily di miss 
from the semeo every officer who refused to sign the co\c 
Hants 

Amnf»men{ On tlic 25{h of JuBO, CIivc left Calcutta for tl e 
ths'rincr'i^ Upper proviuccs to d spose of the we gbty ques 
tbecffipiror tions which awjyted his deci ion He attributed 
the recent war with Mecr Cassim to the impiu 
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donco of Mr Vnnsitfnrt, in^d\isin^ him tofonnaud discipline 
an array, and to render it clGcicnt by just and ptjncfual p^y* 
inent To prevent llic rccurrcnco of this cansc of anxiety, 
the Nabob of Moorsbedabad x\as relieved of all responsibility 
for the military defence of thoconntrj, and of the manage- 
ment of the reaenuo The anm of lifty-threo lacs of mpccs 
n year was assigned hmi for the expenses of liis court and 
the administration of justice He rtcciNcd the proposal wth 
ccstacy Thank God,’ he exclaimed, “ [ shnll rdiv hare as 
many dancing girls as I like ” Witli regard to the Nabob 
vizier, ho had invaded Debar without the least provocation, 
on the mere impulse of cupidity, but his power had been 
irrctncvably crushed by the battle of Buxar, the capture of 
Lucknow, and a second defeat at Corah Seemg bis fortunes 
desperate, he repaired to tho camp of General Camic, nod 
threw himself on the considcintion of the English autliontiof 
His kingdom was forfeited by tLc laws of war and the usage 
of the country, but Clivo evinced las moderation by restoring 
it to him, with the exception of the two distncts of Corah and 
Allahabad, which were reserved for tho emperor Such an 
instance of generosity m a victorious enemy was nnknown m 
India, and excited emotions of tho deepest gratitude Thu 
emperor, though he bad appealed in arms against the English 
at tiie battle of Buxar, was gratiGcil with tho revenues of tho 
two districts assigned to bun, which, with the annual pay 
ment of twenty six lacs of rupees from Bengal and Behar, for 
which he was hkewise indebted to the kindness of the English 
chief, constituted his whole dependence 

ThBDewannr After the completion of these arrangements 
Aug 12, 1 68 Clivo requested that the Dewauny of Eengah 
Behar, and Orissa, which the emperor had repeatedly offered 
to the Company, should be conferred on them by an imperial 
firman Tlie act^was completed on tho 12th of August, 1705 , 
a memorable day in the pubtical and constitutional liistory of 
British India As a substitute fgr a throne, two dining tables 
were joined together m Chve’B tent, and covered with eia* 
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Bucli a force tint all the powers m Hindostan cannot do- 
jn^ousof oiir possc^Fions formanj jears,’ little drcainm 
that avithm a fear mnnllis the cvialcnco of that pom 
avotild be endan^ored bj 1 I at aery force The nnhtnry 
expemes had Inti erto p vallowcd up the resources of the 
Companj The arm\ coisidtrcd itself the most imoortant 
department of the state nml the commanders, in the pndc of 
their position, had ax^loaaonrcd to imbue the native prnccs 
avitli the conanct on that the power of the British g^oacriimnit 
avas lodged with them rather than with the ciail authorities 
lu Calcutta A few months more of Ifr Spencers senile 
admmistration avonld probal ly have rendered them masters of 
the country Tlic ofljccrs had been m tl c habit of receiving 
an allowance called latta when they took t)io field Uccr 
JafRcr, out of giatitudc for his ekvation, had increased tli & 
gratuity, and the army soon came to consider double batta as 
their Tight IVlien the Court of Directors became responsil lo 
for the finances of the country, tl cy resolved to discoutinuo 
this estravagant allowance, bat the officers resented any m 
terference with their interests, and the Council board was 
deterred by their imperiousness from carrying the orders into 
execution The aboht on of the double batta afas enjo ued on 
Clive when be was leaving Eigland, and he lost no time, 
after his amval, m announcing that it w nld cease after the 
1st of January, 1766 The olTccrs were little disposed to 
submit to a measure winch affected even a captain's allqwanco 
to the extent of 1,000 rupees a month and those inthehigl er 
grades m a larger propoition The announcement of the 
order was the signal fer mntmy and a universal com! ination 
avas formed to compel Clive to retract it A committee of 
secrecy was organized m each of the three bngades, and a 
fund created to rciml urse officers for any loss they might 
sustain and to th s fund the d scontented and factious 
civilians in Calcutta confr buted more than a lac and a 1 alf of 
rupees It was agreed that two hundred officers should 
throw up their comm ‘batons on thb eainc day , an 1 as an 


to 
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rximple of all other commercial companies, in restricting 
their agents abroad to a mere ptUanco of salary, and alloar- 
ing them to ehc it out by private trade, and thus wero tho 
servants ennehed at the expense of tho masters. The same 
system was continued when the factory had expanded into 
a kingdom, and their servants entered on the govenimcnt of 
provinces with unchecked power. The consequence was that 
from the governor to^lhe youngest wntcr, from tho general 
to the ensign, not excepting even the chaplains, all classes 
were bnsily engaged in commercial pursuits, which «ereren» 
dered lucrative by the influence of their dominant position 
In April, 17G1, the Court of Directors thought that the evil 
might be remedied, simply by ordering that the trade should 
cease, without proposing any compensation to their officers; 
but m a subsequent despatch they had the wisdom to modify 
this order by durectmg Cbvo to devise some equitable plan 
which should bo satisfactory both to the government and tlio 
service. Clive felt that it was indispensable to the peace and 
prosperity of tho country that the servants of the state 
should not be allowed to compete with the native dealers m 
every market, and equally indispensable to the integrity and 
efficiency of tho public service that the offiefers of the go- 
vernment should not be left to starve m tho midst of wealth 
which their position enabled them to grasp. He, therefore, 
established a Society for conducting a traffic in salt, on tlio 
principle of a monopoly, the proflts of xvhich, after a reserva- 
tion of ten lacs of rupees a-year to tho Company, should bo 
divided among the servants of tho Company according to 
their rank; the member of Council and the colonel receiving 
70,000 mpeea a-year, and the subordinato officers, civil and 
military, m due proportion. The scheme continued in opera- 
tion for two years, and was then abolished by orders from 
home, which substituted in its stead a comnusRion of two- 
and a-half per cent on the gross revenue of tho provinces 
ci.»etretomto -^ter a residenco *of twonty-two months m 
Ea»i»n4.n6r India, Chvo was dnvdh back to England by * 
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severe attT,ck of disease In the large transactions in 
which he had been engaged, involving the fate of great 
•kingdoms, and the disposal of crores of rupees, he might 
easily have added fifty lacs of rupees to his fortime, but 
he retnmed to his native land poorer than he had left it 
It has fallen to the lot of few men to exercise ^o im 
portant and permanent an influence on the course . of 
human affairs When he landed m»Cfalcutta in 1757, he 
found the Company’s factory in rams, and their servants m 
exile By 17G7, he had made the Company the sovereigns of 
twenty five millions of people, and masters of a revenue, 
little short of one half that of England. He had laid the 
foundation of a great empire containing an irrepressible 
clement of expansion lie had established the Supremacy of 
Europe in Asia Eia reception in England corresponded at 
first with lus eminent merits, but it was not long before be 
was made to taste the biUemess of ingratitnde His greaN 
ness excited envy and censure Tbe members of the cm! 
service, whose rapacity he had defeated abroad, made largo 
purchases of In^a stock on their return to England, and 
became members of the corporation m Leadcnhall street, that 
they might more effectually wreak their vengeance on him 
His rancorous enemy, SuUivan, endeavoured by garbled 
statements to persuade Parliament that all tbe difficulties of 
the Company were to bo attributed to his measures The 
Court of Directors restored almost every civil and military 
culpnt whom he had cashiered for jreculation or mutiny 1 he 
Attorney General proposed to confiscate all the donations ho 
had received from native pnneos m India, and tho Prime 
Mimater joined the hue and cry against him In Parha 
ment his conduct Was described by Ins opponents “ as a mass 
of the most unheard of villanics and corruption ’ But when 
a vote of censure was pressed on tho "Ilouse, the members 
shrunk from the scandal of faxmg a brand of infamy on tho 
man who had given England a kingdom larger than lUtlf, 
aud came to the resolution that he had rendered great and 
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mcntorious services to hiscoantiy Bat bis lofty spirit coiibl 
ill brook the persecution he hnd been subjected to, nnd under 
Pea bet the pressure of bodily -md mental suffenng, he*- 
c ive 1774 period to his existence in November, 1774 

wretchcacon Chve was succeeded m the ^vernment 

a by Mr Verelst, a man of strict integnty, but 

^ , ” without sufficient resolution to cope with the dis- 

orders of the times ‘*0h'e, with all his gcniu<5, had com- 
mittod the groat error of cstabhshing the B 3 stem of double 
government, which for five ytari» proved to be the curse of 
Bengal The administration was noniimlly vested in the 
Nabob, in whose name the revenue was collected and justice 
administered, by native officers, but tbc uresistiMe 
the rapacious servants of tho Company paralysed the whole 
system of government, and introduced endless intrigue and 
oppression Those whom Cli\o Uadconstravned to sigi* 
covenants against presents, treated them as waste paj or as 
Boon as 1)13 hick was turned, and plunged uith increased 
cirdour and perfect impunity into the trade of the country 
F^orj man who was permitted to make out a till, made a 
fortune and the nefarious charges of contnctori, com- 
ini'sancs engineers, and other ofliccre draini.d‘'tl c trcasnrj 
The Council was without tbc power, eacn if thc^ had 
po3'!e‘!scd the will, to chock lhc«je nbu'ic'» Tiie three natives 
who managed the revenues enriched thcmRclves, and loft the 
governor to borrow money for the public service It was at 
this period, and through llicir connuance, that tho great 
ninjonty of rent free tonurts was created, niid an annual 
rca enue little short of forty lacs of rupees w as alienated 
from tlic resources of the state 11 was a j-criod of tran-'i- 
ti n lotwecn tlio iIis«olution of the old ^rihomcdan govern- 
ment and the sagorous development of BnlHli sovcmgiifv* 
and it was ns usii d •fnutfiil of anonialjcs, and not wanting 
111 gn It These ev ils were aggravated to a fearful extent 1 ' 
t! 0 great famine of 1770, wl ich fiw<.| t nuaj one third of the 
|>oj uLation of tho lowi r j rovincrs. * 
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CHAPTEE XII 

PROrnEoS OF EVENTS AT SfADRAS ASD COMBAT, 17C1 — 1772 

sa e cf saajj return now to llie progre-s of events nt the 
■t iLidraa. SlTdras Presidency The extinction of the French 
power m India hy the caplnre of Pondicherry, had given 
Mahomed Ah, the allj of the Eagli«5h, the nndibpnted title i£ 
Isahob of the Carnatic, and, though he had afforded them no 
assistance diirmg the war, he regarded himself a** the absolnt 
ruler of the country But he was conspicuous even among 
the pnuces of India for his imbecility , and his army was a 
mere ril hie, which devoured the resources of a territory they 
were miable to protect The Company thus found themselve", 
bv the i^ffue of the war, saddled w)th the defence of a 
provmco compnsiug 50,000 square imlea mthout any re 
sources for the mimtenancc of a costlj armv, but the proSt» 
of their trade, which belonged to their constituents m London 
They were constrained, therefore, to demand a contribution 
of fifty lacs of rupees from Moliomed Ah to di'scharge the 
obhgations they had contracted durmg the recent conflict 
But the Carnatic had been wilbout any settled goremmout 
for twenty 5 earb , every mvader Lad desoKted its districts, 
and tlie polvgnrs paid no revenue bat at the sword’s point. 
The country was moreover, now m the hands of a court at 
once w‘\stcful and ncglcctfal, which had Lien suh'^isting for 
many j cars on loaua raised on exorbitant terms at Madras, 
which impairtd the strength of lho«e •nho borrowed the 
money, and the morals of tho-e who lent it 
AffiinoiTin To mcct thb> demand the Nabob proposed to 
juw, i;«3. tbc govemuicnt of Aladras to despoil the go\ er 
nore of Tcllore and iheMamwars, and more particularly the 
rajih of Tanjore, who c pnnapahty had, to a certain extent, 
cscajied the ravages of jinr and which he was anxious to 
c|propnalt to Liiu&Llf Tanjorewas on indi.{H.udtutpro\mc<., 
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faced the Mzim at Tnpety, bnt lie Lad no mind to try con- 
clu«ions vritb them, md in<«tantlj evacuated the country 
•Dunng these events, CLve happened to touch at Madras ot 
Lis way to Calcutta, and rvas requested by the Vabob to 
cotam a firman from DlILi, releasing him from dependence on 
the \izain , and on the 12th of August in the samf year, 
Mahomed Ah ovas empowered by the emperor’s sunnud to 
hold his fief directly of the imperial cro't’h 

To meet the expenses of their mihtary e'stab- 
Lshment at Madras, the Court of Directors were 
^ anxiQusto obtain a permanentnght to the Northern 
Bircars on the Coromandel coast, which had for 
nished the smews of war to Bus'sy, and which were embraced 
in the distncts ceded to Colonel Fordo by Salabnt Jnng m 
17o8 Tbe "Madns President Lad, at one tunc, offered to 
farm tLcm of the Nizam at a Ligb rent, but the proposal was 
declinech Clive, howcicr, dunog his set^nd administration, 
disposed of the question in a very summary manner On th > 
memorable 12th of August, when be received the Dewanny 
from the emperor, he hkewi^e requested an imperial grant of 
tbe Northern sircars for the Company, which was necessarily 
granted Th*, Nizam, who Lad already lost his hold on tlio 
Carnatic, was not disposed tameli to part with this province 
likewise, and on Learmg that an Engli«h force Lad been sent 
to take possession of the distncts, threatened to march do^vn 
and exterminate them, and also made preparations for tbe 
invasion of the Cirnatia The ticnid Presidcniy of Madras, 
abrmed at these menaces, directed their commander, General 


Calhand, to 8u>pcnd all mihtaiy operations, and proceed to 
Hyderabad to enter info negotiations with the Nizam 
Tr«»t resulted m the disastrous and humiLiting 

\ mu. fail trtatyof the 12th of November, 17CG, by winch 
1 «• iheiiadras authonticsagrecifto hold the Northern 
sjcars,, winch had been conferred on them by the paramonnt 


ponenn India, asatnbutaryteuurc underthe Nizam at eight 
lacs of nipLCa a year, and, lo addition, to make on immediato 



£20 


iiisr or nrDm Jiix. 


[rifXr 

dointion of fi\o lata But wlntwas still more objcclionible, 
tiic President iu\olrcd the Company ni the mtneato ^\cb cf 
Dtccaii politics, by cngngmg to furnish the Nizam withtuo*, 
battalions of mfantrj ami sit pieces of cannon, “ to settle, m 
c\crything right and proper, the affairs of Ins liiglincfia's 
go\criipent,’ well knoiving that the first requisition for the 
troops would bo to assist in attacking n^dcr Ah, who had 
recently usurped thu ^Ijsoro throne, and against whom a 
confederacy had been formed of the llabrattas and the 
Nizam 

laieof turn, therefore, to the rise and progress of 

iij-derAii. tins cxtraorduiaiy chief, who proved, eventually 
to bo the most formidable and inveterate foe tho Eiigb''h 
ever cnenuutfired in India The principality of Mysore w as 
one of tho provinces of the Hindoo kingdom of Bccjuynugiir, 
wlitcb was extinguished on the field of Tcllicotta m lOCl 
In the confusion created by this event, it fell to the lot of a 
Hindoo prince, whoso descendants continued, for two ecu 
tunes, to maintain their independence niid to encroach on 
their neighbours About the year 1750, the old dynasty 
having become effete, tlio whole power of the state fell into 
the hands of the minister, Nunjeraj It was aB this junctiiro 
that Hyder appeared on the scene, and, in a few y cars, super 
Bcded both 1 mg and minister His family came originally 
from the Punjab, and his father, Futteh Mahomed, gradually 
rooe to be a sirdar of peons, or head constable, and then ob* 
tamed the command of a email body of troops Hyder w-’S 
born about the year 1702, and, as ho advanced m y ears, gave 
himself up to the pleasures of the chase, and plunged into 
voluptuous not Like Sevajec, he was never able to read or 
write, but this deficiency was m some measure supplied by 
an extraordinary memory ile remained in complete obscmity 
dunng forty seven «year8 of his hfe, and first entered the 
Mysore army as a volunteer at tlic siege of Dconhully, wlicro 
bis energy and self possession atteacted tho notice of 2s un* 
jeiaj 
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The fomiJLoa iDiDJster immediately promoted him to the 

of hii fjTtuDe, command of 50 horse and 200 infantry, ■nith 
• instructions to augment their number, and it wa^ 

this cotnmi-«ion which laid the foundation of his future fortune 
In 1755, the difOcult task of providing for the safety of the 
fortrc«s of Dindigiil, lying to the sonth of Tnclunopol^*, was 
committed to him, md it was while in command of thi» post 
that he appears first to have entertafied those ambitious 
views which he was enabled to brmg to a consummation m 
tL** brief space of six j ears Dmdigu! became the cradle of 
his power, and it was there that he increased his resources by 
a system of plunder, of which there had been no example 
since the dij 8 of Sevajee troops were let loose indis- 
criminately on every one, friend or foe, who bad anything to 
lo«e, and their zeal was sharpened by pcrmi««jon to retain 
hiiU the booty for themselves Ilydcr’s progress to power 
was aided in no small degree by his nonvalled power of dis* 
smiilation ITarmg on one occasion reported a great victory 
to Kunjeraj, that minister seat Ins commi'saiy to bestow 
the uanal |ien«ion3 for wounds, when 7U0 men were cxhi 
bited to him, wrapped m baa hges wluch had boon stceiied 
in turmcnc, whireas only 67 had been woundetl By 
simihr acts of deceit, and li>y the nj«ctitioa of faKe master*, 
he was enabled to obtain Urge supphes of money, and to m- 
CTca«o Ills force to 7,000 At the eamo time, he procured 
skilled artizans from the Fntich scttlLiiicnts on the coast, 
and estabi shed an arsenal and a laboratory, and brought his 
art lltry to a high degree of psTfection 
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became mutinous for their arrears Hyder hastened to the 
capital, andcn^ged to satisfy their claims, on rccuMUff the 
assignment of fresh jaygeers By this politic act he ih* 
creased liis resources, and at the same time obtained an 
mduence over the troops, and all dasscs began to regard him 
as the guardian of order Soon after, he persuaded the 
mimster to expel the Maliratta officers from the districts 
which had been pledged to the Peshwa, who immediately 
entered the country with a large force Ilyder was appointed 
to the command of the Mysore anny, and harassed the 
Llahrattas in their own style of warfare, with so much 
effect that they offered to rchnquish the mortgaged tcrritoiy 
for an immediate payment Hyder raised the money fro™ 
the banters of the city on his own personal security, and the 
distncts were transferred to him Then came fresh mutinies, 
and the raja and the minister were besieged lu their palaces 
Hyder was at hand to satisfy th* troops and received fresh 
assignments, till he found himself ui possession of half tl* 
domams of the state 

Hirdcru>tu Lally was at this time besieged by Cooto m 
uiir 1760 Pondicliorry, and solicited the aii^ of Hj der, who 
engaged to furnish him with 8,000 horse and foot and a duo 
proportion of artillery, on being pat in possession of the im 
portant fortress of Thiagur EGs relative and general, 
Mnkdoom Ah, on his way to Pondicherry with the troops, 
fell m with a small English detachment, and defeated it. 
Hyder was so elated >vith this success, that he immed ately 
ordered the strength of his contingent to be doubled If tl is 
mcrcased force had reached the French settlement wh !e it 
Was besieged, the wax between the English and the Frencli 
might have exhib ted OTcry different result But H^dcr was 
Buddenly obbged to recall the whole force for the protection of 
his own interests'*" His usurpation of authonty liad created 
great indignation at the court, and the queen mother and tho 
raja, in conjunction with his bqsom fnend, Lliundch Bao, 
determined to take advantage of the absence of these troopS 
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to crash his rising power He was encamped under th« fort 
of Senngipatara with onlj 3,600 men, when the guns iiero 
mnespecledly opened on him, and he was obLged to fly for his 
life He retreated to Bangalore, and recalled his troops from 
Pondiclierry, bat was overtaken and signally defeated by 
Hhuudeh Rao 

nrdCTre- ITydcrs fortoncs now appeared desperate, bnt 
were restored by hi^^tuatcbless tact and 
n-uTTsuie hypocnsy Onarmed "ind alone, he suddenly pre- 
ihroT«,ii.L gented himself before the oiuuster, ^imjeraj, 
acknowledged his ingratitode with an appearance of the 
deepest penitence, and entreated that he might be forgiven, 
and allowed to serve under bun in any capacity, however 
mean Jiunjeraj was so simple as to give faith to these pro- 
fessions and condone Ins offence, and Hyder was thus enabled 
to assemble an army, bat Hhondch Rao still followed lum 
with such vigour that bij escape appeared impossible In 
this emergency, he contmed to throw in the way of his 
pursuer letters address to his officers, ^v 1 th the seal of 
Nonjeraj, in which allusion was made to lertain treacherous 
proposals Khundeh Rao, coasidermg himself betrayed by 
hia own officers, quitted his army, and fled with precipitation 
to Senngapatam ITydcr was now enabled to assemble a 
powerful army, with which ha ascended the ghauts, and on 
lus arrival at the capital in Mar, eeut a me's'^age to the raja 
stating, “that large sums were due to him from the state, 
which must be bquidated after which, if the raja thought fit 
to continue his services, it was well, otherwise he would de- 
part and seek his fortune elsewhere ’ Such a message, 
backed by an oTerrvhelmiiig force, could not be misunder- 
stood. The raja yielded to necessity , and in June, 1761, re- 
linquished the government to Hyder Ah on receiving an 
assignment of lands of the annual vahie of three bes of 
rupees for himself, and one be for unjeraj 
inmtiittuco Hyder, now master of the kingdom of Mysore, 
directed all ms energies to its aggrandisement. 
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and m the course of two ycnrs extended his frontier to 
the banks of the Kistna In 17G3, ho invaded the teiri 
tory of Bednore, on the Bummit of the ghauts, which o% on 
looked the niantime province of Canara The capital was 
eight miles m circumference, and the country had not been 
expend to the desolation of war The queen set fire to h r 
palace, and fled with a large portion of the mhabi ants into 
the woods, and Bethiore submitted without a struggle It is 
said to have been the most wealthy at} m the Deccan, and 
the plunder which Hydcr acquired has been estimated at 
twelve crores of rupees This sura is a manifest exaggera- 
tion, but he himself always attributed his subsequent pro& 
penty to the treasure he acquired m tius city He had 
pievionaly changed his name from Ilyder Naik to Hydor Ah 
Khan Bahadoor, and ho now introduced greater etiquette and 
splendour into the arrangemente of his court, and moreover 
took advantage of the access l^p had obtained to tho sea 
coast, to commence tho construeboa of a navy. 

Aeef loaoi progrcss of offaiFB among 

ItSilllM lUO, theMahrattas Onthcdcatbof BalajoeBao, after 
n« fatal defeat at Pamput, bis son, Madhoo Kao, 
a youth of eighteen, proceeded to'Batara, m com 
pany with his uncle, Eoghoonath Rao, known in Bntisli annals 
as Paghoba, and was invested with the olTco of Peshwa 1} 
the descendant of Scvajce, who was still held m confinement 
byhi8cruclgrandmollier,Toni-b}e I^izamAh tliedcwaiior 
prime minister of his brother Sniabut Jung, who had usurped 
the whole power of the Hyderabad kingdom resohed to 
take advantage of the cnpplcd slate of the Mahrattas, an 1 
tho confusion of a new rtigu, to recover tho district vl icli 
tho deceased Peshwa had wrested from him in tho j recoding 
5 car lie marched to Poona with a large army, but, on 
arriving within foiTrtoen miles of it, was in luced to relax lii^ 
demands, and accept lands yielding twent} bovcd lacs of 
ropccB a year Six months after, he placed his Irotlitr 
uadi.r rcBtramt, and not long* after, when mtcUigcoce 
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amvcd that he had hccn recogoi^ed soobadar of the Dcccan, 
bj the peace of Pans, caused him to be put to death Before 
t*ie CCS ion of the districts was completed, the restless 
JJag'hoha acjoznWed lua troops to oppose JSizam Jh, irbo 
immediately formed an alliance witli Bhonslay, the raja of 
Berar, and marched ag-un to Poona which, on this occasipn, he 
plundered and burnt Raghoba retaliated on him by marcliuig 
to Hyderabad, and lajnng it under ccjrrthbntioijs The two 
armies met on the banks of the Godaicix The faithless 
Bhonslay was induced by the promise of lands, 
reaedt>;R> valucd at thirty two lacs of rupees a year, to 
desert J\i/am Ah, and joux Eaghoba, and the 
result of this treachery was the entire defeat of thehizam 
ivith iniinense slaughter The raja of Berar, howerer, was 
not lung permitted to rctam the fruits of bis perfidy IIo 
had incensed the Peshwaby joining Nizam Alt, and Nizam All 
by deserting to the ifahrayas on the ere of the battle, and m 
176C, the umted armies of these pnnees mradod Berar, and 
coQstrained bun to restOTo four^fifUis of the temtoiy he had 
gamed by hia treachery 

isaht 4 ttt«s- Mysore bad hitherto been considered by the 
bdsuKid<{«at ^lalmttaa a subnii sire prormce, paying cAout, 
ujieT iia. affording a field for plunder when no other 

exjKiditioa happened to be on hand. The sudden nse and 
raj id encroachment of a new powerroused the indignation of 
tilt Pe&bwa and, baaing disposed of l^izam Ah, be deter 
mined to chastise the audacity of Hyder, aiho Lad already 
increased his force to 20 000 horse and 4.0 000 foot, one half 
of which consisited of well disaplmedmfantry battahons It 
vrtui Ins first regular encounter with the Mahrattas, and he 
was completely foiled in all his mo\emcnts. At the clo«e of 
tbt monsoon, the Mahrattas again took the field, and forced 
Hj der to a general action ui which he wsft again routed, with 
the loss of 10,000 men The Midiratta hor«e spread over 
the country and plunderc^it without mercy, and Hyder con 
s J red himself fortunate in obtmimg peace by the restora 
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tion of the greater portion of the districts he had usurped, 
and the payment of thlity-tirolacs of rupees. These disasters 
shook his power in the other provinces he had recently con* 
quered, and it required a full year to restore his autliorlty. 
Early in 17GG, his ambition led him to invade the maritune 
province of Malabar. The Nairs, or military chieftains, 
anxious to maintain their hereditary renown, and to preserve 
their independence, "offered a noble resistance, but their 
chivalrous valour could not avert their fate, and tlic whole pro- 
vince was reduced to subjection. In his progress along tho 
coast, ITydcr reached the town of Calicut, rocmorable as the 
place where tho Europeans first set foot on the soil of India. 
Tho district had never been invaded by the Mabomedan arms 
and the Hindoo chief still bore the title of Zamorin, as in tho 
days of Albuquerque, Ho was awed into submission by the 
ovci^vhclmlng force of Ilyder, butscelng his minister subjected 
to torture, ho set fire to liispaticc,»cnd voluntarily perished In 
tho Qames to avoid a simitar fate. 
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and subjected them eventutiHy to the greatest ignominy. 
The Mahrattas determined to forcstal the Nizam, and -mthout 
rrjiiting for his co operation, crossed the Kistna in January, 
1767, and bcfoio the end of March had plundered the 
northern districts to the extent of screntcen hes of rupees, 
nyder dibcr^ctly bought them off by a pajment of thirty 
lacs more iladhoo Eao, the Peshwa, on Ins return froin this 
successful expedition m May, met the Nijam’s army at Colar, 
and ^as requested to share the plan^ur with it, but ho 
treated the request with derision, and returned to his capital, 
leaving him aud liis English ally to settle with Hyder as they 
best could 

Colonel Srmth who commanded the contingent 
of Bntisli troops, found, on joining tho Nizam's 
camp, lliat this perfidious pnneo, had already 
entered into negotiations ^ith Hyder, and the 
Colonel advised the Presidency to be prepared for the 
inv asion of ilio Carnatic by their ally, as well as by their 
enemy To remov c suspiaon the Nizam made the strongest 
protestations of inviolable good faith, but Colonel Smith, on 
ciitenng the Jfj'sorc tcmtoiy m May, 1767, perceived such 
uticquiv ocal tokens of collusion, that he retired with the bulk 
of hi8 forve towards his ow n frontier, leav iiig only three bat- 
talions and some field pieces with the Nizam, at his special 
request Whilo this negotiation was m progress, the Nizam 
Mas intriguing with Nunjemj, formerly minisler of the old 
nj of Mysore, for the subversion of Ilydcr’s jwwcr Iljdcr, 
who had di<corcred the plot, tnntcd Nanjemj to Senagapatam, 
alter taking a Piilcmii oath on the Koran to do him no barm, 
an h on hts nrriv al, showeil him that the oath had been taken 
on a book of blank leaves, and then stripped lum of all his 
propertj , and consigned him to perpetual imprisonment. The 
bargain being now comj feted, the Nizam engaged to join m 
an attack on tho English, on receiving an inmcdAto pajment 
of twi nt^ lacs of rupees, nnd ft promise of six lacfl of tribute 
Hut th-'i secae of treachoiy wa* relieved by one act of gene* 
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rosity, the English contmgentof three hattilions was allowed 
to leave the Nizam’s camp 'without being attached The com* 
bined army of Ilyder and tho Nizam u Inch now advanced 
against the Enghsli, numbered 42,000 cavalry, 28,000 infantry , 
and 100 guns, while Colonel Smith was only able to muster 
1,030 sabres, and a, 800 bayonets, with 16 guns 
KattBcf encounter with tho English troojis 

changan *. jrt took pliqc OD thc 25th of August, w licu a small 
detachmouk was surprised and di'-comlitcd Iho 
honour of the British flag was, however, retrieved at CInn* 
gama, where Colonel Smith totally routed thc allied force, 
but as the Madras Council had entnisted thc charge of thc com* 
nussanat to thtir Nabob, Mahomed Ah, and he had, as tisud, 
disappointed them, Colonel Smith found his army slrailentd 
for provisions, and was obliged to fall tack on Tnno* 
malce, where, after aanous manmmTCP, ho was able to offer 
battle to the allies Tho engagement lasted two days, and 
ended in their total defeat, with fl.o ?ft«9 nf A nnomrn and 64 
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duct from the comraenccincnt of your ncffotiitions for tlio 
Bircars, witliout the strougest disipproLalion, and Trlicn wo 
Bcc tlic opulent fortunes acquired our Bcrvants einco tliat® 
period, it girca but too much wciglit to the public opinion, 
that this ngc for negotiations, treaties, and ollnnccs has 
pnvate,adrantage for its object, more than the pubhc good ” 
iijaer TO ft® Ilyder’s presence was required on the avestern 
wtjiern coa»t, cCast, to Inql c head against a formidable expedi- 
tion fitted out from Bombay against his ports and 
lus naval power ilangalore and Onore were cajitured, and 
the Iilysorc fleet destroyed , but m the month of Jlay Ilydcr 
descended the ghauts with an imposing force, and completely 
turned the scale The Bntish commander at Mangalore, 
after a wretched deftnee, le embarked his troops, 1,500 m 
number, abandoning, not only all bis stores, but 2G0 of his 
wounded soldiers, among whom were 80 Europeans Hjdcr, 
after wreaking his vengeance oi^ the districts which Lad 
manifested a spirit of rebellion during the bnef ascendancy 
of the English power on the coast, Tcturncd, after the lapse 
of seven months, to prosecute the war in the eastern districts 
But the great oppoTiunily which his long ahsenco afforded to 
the British army m the Carnatic had been compfetely sacriliced 
by the imbecility of the Madras autbonties As if the 1 mg 
dom of Mysore were already jn their possession, they bad 
given it away to their Nabob, Mahomed Ah, and he accom 
panied the army to take dmrge of the districts as they were 
occupied The provision of the commissariat, on which the 
movements of the army entirely depended, was, by a Fatal error, 
committed to him, and Colonel Smith, the commandant was 
controlled and hampered by the deputation of two members 
of Counal to regulate its raovements In spite, however, of 
these embarrassments, his exertions wcie attended with such 
success, that nearly one half the dominions of Hjder, to- 
gether with eight of hi8 principal forts, and the mopt impor- 
tant mountain passes fell into hiah^nds Ilyder, after a cnlm 
consideration of the progress and prospects of the cinipaigu. 
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doeincd it the part of prodence in the month of September, 
to make orerturcs to Colonel Smith offering’ to cede llo 
4>arainahal to the Companv, and to pay down tea laca of 
rupees. Cat the President and Council, mffated with recent 
success, made the most extratagant demands and Iljder 
broke off the negotiation, and pnjpared for a mortal conflict 
Tiefeietami ® 6BCCCSS novf tun ed against the 

i^ati t'’« Ca- English Colonel Smith 'cjai con'straincd by the 
tdii, I Si p^jful mmocurres of Ilydcr to rai«c the siegt of 
Bangalore, and it was with great difficultv that he was able 
to maintain lua ground The * field deputies" and the Nabob 
had remained at Colar, where a body of troops, equal to a 
diTision, wag idly detained for their protec ion Tuey had 
managed between them to mm the prospects of the campaign , 
the deputies their mischieTOus interference, the Jvabob bj 
lus neglect in regard to the suppk of provi« ons On the ap 
pearanco of a detachroeak s^nt by Ilyder to temfy tlem, 
they hastened back to Madias, acccmpamcd by Colonel Smith, 
who bad been innied toretum tot! e Pre&descr to makeroosi 
for a more faTounle commander Colonel Wood. Thus ended 
all the brght rt« ons of conquest in which the Madras CotiucQ 
Lad been xndolpuig dnnng tl e Tear and they were now 
obi ged to lun t their efTorts to the defence of the Companv s 
temtones On the 6tU of December Heder descended into 
the Baramahal and in the course of sa weeks recovered all 
the d. tnets which he had lo'st It ^vas now the turn of the 
Council to <ol at an accommodation with him but the terms 
thev proposed d-d not suit him and, after two months of 
lnutle«s negotiaLons, he re&umed his lavage" marking his 
progress by the flames of nUages and the flight of the 
wretched inhabitants Colonel Snutb was placed at the head 
of the troops and, bv his rapid and skilful movements, so 
effectuallv baffled the plans of Ilvder th'ht be determined to 
attempt, by one bold stroke to bung the war to a termina 
Brieriinat* tion. Sendmy »Il his gnn% heavy bag^w^ and 
* **• infantry baii to Mysore by the pa«3 of Ahtoor, 
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he placed him'jolf at the bead of 6,000 chosen horse, unen- 
cumhcrcd by a single gun, and marched a hundred and thirty 
nules m tliree days and a half Early on the morning of tlio* 
29th of March, his advanced g^ard appeared at St Thome, 
five miles from Madras, and a incssengeT soon after in- 
nounced to the bervildcred Council that ho had come to con- 
duct the negotiations in person. Colonel Smith had been 
rapidly following m liiu^rack, and would shortly have reached 
Madras Ilydcr therefore demanded that an order should bo 
vtnmedialcly sent lequmng him to halt, a\hcrevcr he might 
be, on the arrival of the communication, which was des- 
patched by one of lus own droracdarie*!, and the Colonel, to 
bis great chagrin, w.aa obliged to remain inactive dunng 
this disgraceful negotiation II>dcr likewise required that 
Mr. Dupre, who had recently arrived at Madras, to soccced to 
the (iflicc of President, shonid be sent to lus camp to adjust tlio 
conditions of iwaoc On the 4lh qf April a treaty was con- 
cluded on the very modtrale terms of a mutual restifution of 
conquests But it iias at the same time stipulated that *' m 
case cither of the contracting putics should bo attacked, they 
should from thew respective countries mutually assist each 
other to dm e the enemy out.” •Thus ended tins jll-managcd 
and unfortimate war b> a treaty dictated by If^ dur, under the 
%vulla of .Madras. 
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demanded a crere of rupees, and the neg-otiation B^as broJ^en 
off In the month of Maj» 1771, lie was constrained by the 
Mtate oC his health, to relmqnish the command of the Mahratta 
armj, wbicfi devolved on ^Vimbuci mama ITydcr,' who 
dreaded the abilities of the Pesliwa, but bold the new com 
mander m contempt, advanced with So, 000 men ant] forty 
guns, to the pass of Milgota, where he found lumself en- 
trapped into a false position After ep^taming an incessant 
cannonade for eight days, he was constrained, on the 5tb of 
March, to break up his encampment, and commence his re- 
treat to Senngapatam, a distance of about twenty-two miles 
The army commenced its stealthy march by night, but it was 
revealed to the Mahrattas by accident or treachery, and they 
instantly made a vigorous assault on the retiring force 
der, who had been dnnl ing to excess and bad not been 
nblc to reheve the effects by his usual period of sleep, was in 
a state of helpless inebnjty Tipi^o was nowhere to be 
found, and wlien he presented himself to his father, the next 
morning, was overwhelmed with abuse, and beaten without 
mercy, on which he threw bis turban on the ground, and 
swore by the^rophet that he would not draw sword any- 
more that day The rout was complete, and the carnago 
prodigious, and the army was saved from extermination only 
by the avidity of the Mahrattas for plunder Ilydcr, on re 
covenng his senses in the morning, mounted a swift horse, 
and did not draw rem till he reached his capital Tho 
Mahrattas laid close siege to it, but as they managed it with 
more than usual absurdity, Ilydcr had leisure to collect liis 
suattcred forces During these troubles, he repeatedly im 
portuned tl c President of Madras for that succour a\liicli tlio 
Fiiglisb goaemraeut was bound, by the recent treaty, to 
atfonl him Ho offered to pay twenty hes of rupees for a 
brigade of troops ''’"I 1® cede the BaAmahal, Salem, and 
Ahtoor, and tlirtatcncl to throw himself into tho arms of the 
F-xoch if the assistance was withheld Tho President con- 
fcvkrc'l it of vital uupa’ttance to the hoaouc and uitercsta q£ 
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the Company to support Hyder, But he was paral^ scd by 
the picscncc and the mterfercnce of Sir John Lindsay, ^hom 
the ministry of the day had, by an act of incredible folly, scni 
out ah the King’s represeatati\e to the court of Mahomed Ali, 
and that prince was thus xclicred from the salutarj control 
of tb^ Jfadras government. It was two years before thi;» 
niischievous mission was recalled, during which time the 
Kabob was enabled to, indulge liis extravagant propensities 
with perfect impunity, to the great dehght and benefit of bis 
European creditors He insisted on an alliance with the 
^lalirattas, which was supported by Sir John Lindsay, and 
the Madras Council, not darmg to act m opposition to one 
who was clothed with the royal authority, were constrnmed to 
abandon Hyder to his fate The desolation of bis districts, and 
iho exhaustion of his resources, at length corapcllwl lumto sue 
for peaco to the ‘Mahral tas, which was not granted wnthoiit tho 
immoihatopajmcntof tliirty sixla^of rupees, besides tho sti- 
mulation of fourteen lacs of rupees of annual tribute, and tho 
cesbion of terntoiy, which reiluccd the kingdom of >rysoro to 
narrower limits than it comprised at the I cgmning of tho cen- 
tury Nothing exhibits tho incapacity of Iho Madras authori- 
ties duniig the war with Ifj dtrso ooniptcuonsly as the contrast 
between the disgrace which ho inflicted on them and tho 
tuimihation he sustained from tlio Mahrattas two ^cars later 
The brcacli of faith to which he ottrlutcd las misfortunes ho 
no\er forgot or forgave, and it resuUtd in cstabhihing Mah- 
ratta gamsons on the northern frontier of llie Carnatic, 
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pstaWisljwJ, was not of his fannl^y bnt was jJsccl at the hoail 
of the army by Aylah byc» tho pnocoss ho, for thirty 
^fcars, mauajjed the etate with consummate ability The 
armv, consisting' of 300 000 horse and foot, and commanded 
by Vi^ajcc, the Pc'hwaa general, burst like a flood on Raj 
pootana, and levied contnbutions to the extent of ten lacs of 
rupees. The Jauts, the next victims, were constrained to 
make a composition for sixty C\e lari, of winch ten wen, 
paid down at once During these transactions, the Mah- 
ratta chiefs invited tho emperor to return to Delhi under 
their protection That pnucc bad continncd to reside at 
Alhlnbad after the arrangement concluded by Chve m 
17Ca, in the tranquil enjoyment of the stipend allotted to him 
The government of Dollu and of the distncts still attached to 
tho crown, were odraiBistcrcd for seven years with extra- 
ordinary talent and success, by Jsnjoob ood dowlah, tho 
Rohilla chief, v,hom ifr *Vcrclst, tho governor of Bengal, 
justly designated “ a great and good man,” and on bis death 
m October, 1770, by lus son Zabita Khan The emperor was 
naturally desirous of proceeding to Delhi and mounting tho 
throne of hi» ancestors Tho ITahrattas were oquallr dcs roua 
of becoming the instrument of seating him on and taming 
the influence of his name to account The Council in Cal 
cutta, however, strongly dissuaded him from this measure, 
feeling confident that it would involve the affaira of TTm 
dostan m confusion, and eventually prove detnmcntal to his 
own interests But the emperor turned a deaf ear to their 
jemonstranccs and threw himself on the protection of the 
Alahrattas, by whom he was condneted to Delhi and installed 
on the 2oth of December, 1771 
Early m 177’ they entered Roliflcund reduced the Dooab, 
and laid waste the whole province The fam ly of Zabita 
Khan was made prisoners, and the great wealth accumulated 
by lum and his father they appropnated to their own use 
The Roblla chiefs m thex extremity, were dnven to sohat 
Ibeaidol ftieTmer, tbou^ tticy were fuAy aware that the 
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Uiwr comtry, and make common cause m the expedition 
The Vizier, m an agony of terror, offered, when the Mahrattaa 
tptired, to restore the bond HaGz had given him But the 
Rohilla chief needed no such ladueemcnt to refrain from an 
alliance with those whom he regarded as “the savage and 
infidel Mahrattas,” and resolved to co operate with the Vizier 
m opposing them That helpless pnnee, at the same time, im- 

plored the aid of the Conned m CalcuttOj who directed a bngade 
of troops to advance for the protection of the country Several 
detachments of Mahratta horse laid waste a portion of Rohil- 
cimd,* but the mam body was held in check by the combined 
forces of the Rohillas, the Vmer, and Sir Richard Barker 
Meanwhile, the jonng Peshwa, having planned an expedition 
to the south, required the presence of the troops employed ui 
Hindostan, and the Mahratta general suddenly broke up his en 
campment m the montli of Ma>, and retired across the her- 
bndda, laden with tbo boo^ of three campaigns But, ereo 
bef )re the disappoannce oi the Mahratlas, and while the Ro- 
hiUa chiefs were cordially engaged m sopporting the cause of 
tlio Vizicr, that pnnee was plotting their cxpolsion from 
Rohilcutid, and the appropriation of their estates The 
sequel of IhcSe transactions, belongs to the history of 
Tlastingss ndminislratioo, nnd wc turn therefore to the 
progress of Indian affairs in England. 

The British Government in India at this period 
“ strange and unprecedented anomaly The 
c»ni«nj» agents of a London trading Company had in a 
riTtramt few years acquired the sovereignty of proiinccs 
t*Tics; the size of Liigland, and wera cmj loyed m ruling a 
pop^atu ri twice as numerous as the subjects of their owu 
king The directors of a counting house m London were 
miking poact and war, setting up thrones nnd pulling tlcm 
dovin, and di^ijw^ing of pnneely ttvtnuw Their servants 
at road with salanos of only three or four hundred pounds a 
jenr, Wire moreoicr, comuig home, jear after jear, uith 
colossal fortunes, made m four or Cic jears and setting up 
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thus hccame a scene of jobbery and corruption, such as had 
never, perhaps, been seen in England before, and was scarcely 
panllelcd by the depravity which prevailed among their ser- 
vants abroad The great marvel la, how the British power m 
India summed the enme and confusion which with some 
bnlhant exceptions, chnractcnsed the penod of fifteen cars, 
between tbc battle of Plassy, and the new organisation of 1773 
- _ In these circumstances tl tre was a genenl dt- 

1 uiiamfnciry i t — 

iBtcrfrtace, manu for Parhamontary enquiry It was seventy 
”” years since tbc House of Commons had interfered 

m the affairs of the Company, it was then onlya commercial 
interest} it was now a political power The first movement of 
the Slimster was to claim for the Cro\rn the sovereignty of 
the tcmtoncs acquired by its subjects in India The Com 
pany resisted the demand, and mamtiincd that the poises 
S 10 Q 8 which had been obtimcd by their arms belonged 
•'xcInsiTclj to them Tha disputcwas for a time coinpro- 
msed by conceding the tcmtonal revenues to them for fire 
years, on the j'aymcnt of forty lacs a rear to the nation It 
was Ikcwisc proio«cd to remedy the disonlers m India by 
sending out thjee of the most eminent of the retired servants 
of the Company with unlimited powers, but tho vessel in 
which they cm! arkc I foundered at sea 
rn»nt j a *3 Mcann lule, Iho Onanml difEcultics of tho Com- 
brought on a cnais All the golden dreams 
which the acquisition of the three soobahs had 
created, were rudely tb sipated Iraudnlcnt bills m India 
for contract®, cantonment® an I fortifications and extravagant 
charges for traielling, diet, and parade, hai exhausted the 
mqius revenue, and created o deficit. ith a revenue of 
two millions nnl a lalf ft year, them was a d bt of a 
null on and a quarter lu l/ondon, and of moru than a million in 
Calcutta. The Court of Propnetor* as if they l^c^e anxious 
to compete avjth tie prof* gacy of their sera ants in India, 
chose fills pcnvlof inpen Jjng bankruptcy, to vote themsclvea 
a diTidi.nd of tuclvc and » liaU per cent I1>e Court of 
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Directors borrowed repeatedly of the Banh of England, imtd 
the Bank would lend no more They then applied to the 
minister, Lord North, for a loan of a million from the pubhe^ 
to prevent closing the doors of the India House, and he coolly 
referred them to Parhamert, which was convened earher 
tlian ilSual, to take their affairs into consideration A Select 
Committee was appomted m 1772 to collect evidence, when 
the whole system of oviolence and iniqmty, by wmeh the 
British name had been tamialicd m India, and individuals 
enriched, was laid bare to the nation Parliament determined 
at once to take the regulation of Indian affairs mto its own 
hands The Directors protested against this violation of their 
chartered nghts, as they termed the mtcrvcntion of Par- 
liament , but they bad incurred universal odium and contempt, 
and the Munster was enabled to carry lus measures with a 
high band. The immediate necessities of the Company were 
ToUeved by the loan of a tmlUon sterling from the excliequcr 
The VICIOUS constitation of the India House was corrected, 
the qualidcation for a single vote was raised from £500 to 
jSljOOO, and twelve hundred propnetors were thus disfran 
chised at one stroke, no mdividual was to epjoy more than 
four votes, whatever amount of slock he might hold , and sis 
Directors only were to go out annually, which extended the 
tenure of office to four years The Governor of Bengal was 
appointed Governor General, on a salary of £25,000 a year, 

'* with four counsellors al £10,000, and they were m the first 
instance nominated by Parliament At the same tune a 
Crown Court was cstabhsbed in Calcutta, to administer 
English law on the model of the Courts m Westmmster, witL 
a Cluef Justice at £8 000, and three Puisne Judges, at £6,000 
a year The Act which embodied these provisions is known 
as the Regulating Act. Its enactments regarding the homo 
govermntut were highly judiaous and beneficial , but those 
which referred to the government in India concocted without 
knowledge or experience, only sefmed to increase tho com- 
plication of affairs, and shook tho power of Britain m the East 
to Its foundation. , 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

Hastings’s ADHrKiSTRATiov astd the mahratta vtar. 

1772—1782 

■Wahrex HAsnsrs was appointed the first Governor General 
under the new Act, — a man endowed bynature with the great 
est talent for government, and whose renown has not been 
eclipsed by the most lUuatnons of his successors He landed 
in Calcutta in January, I7o0, at the age of eighteen, and was 
employed for six years m the duties of appraising silk and 
muslins, and copying mvoices The political exigencies winch 
aro'ie out of the battle of Pla«sy enddenly developed lus ad- 
ministrative abilities, wbch Clive was the first to discover 
and foster He was selected to represent the Company at 
the Jlloorsbedabad durbar, which at the time, was one of 
the most arduous and delicate posts m the service Three 
years after, be came by rotation to tbo Council board m Cal 
cutta, and Btrenuonsly supported Mr Yassittart m his oppo* 
sitioo to tliose profligate measnres which issued m the war 
with Meer Ca«sim In the most venal period of the Bengal 
administration he was distinguished by high pnnciplo and 
unsullied probity, and retnmed to England on furlough in 
graceful poverty, while Ins volleagues were retinng from the 
service with ambitious fortunes By this step he forfeited his 
position m the serv cc, occording to the rules then in force, 
and he long solicited to be restored to it, but antliout success 
By a happy accident, however, he was at length reqmrcd to 
give evidence before a committee of the House of Commons 
when the clearness of bis statements, and the breadth of his 
view«, exated the ndmintion both of the Court of Directors 
and the Ministr} , and he wa^ at once ippomted second m 
Counal at Madras. 

su«t^i>B-»i. The donlle govemaicnt established by Clive 
I'lbf .JiajaKWiwv Af SiiS" JVwAnr/’, Ahsusd’ lar 
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gardcd at first ns a master piece of policy, soon proved to 
1)0 tlic curse of Bcn^nl It combined all tlio ' ices of a native 
government with all the confusion and miBCliicf inscpanblfl’ 
from foreign mtcrfcrcnco The mamgcmcDt of the revenue, 
which included the entire administration, was in the Innds of 
nativo.agcnts, wlio were subject to tho supcnision of the 
British resident at Ifoorsbedabad, but Iita control was merely 
nominal There wa8«po European functionary in Bengal 
conversant with revenue details, and tlic zemindars were at 
liberty to make their own terms with tho ots on the one 
hand, and with the trcasuiy on the other, in every ease it 
was thu interests of the stale which suffered Individuals 
grew nch, rvliile the government was sinking in debt To 
check these abuses, supervisors or collectors wore oppomted 
in 17C9 to look after the revenue , but they were both ignonnl 
and rapacious, and became mere tools m tho Lands of tLcir 
bannns, or native factors The ppbhc money they coUoctod 
was employed, for the most par^ in supporting the mono* 
poUca which they and their native banians had cstabbshed in 
the traffic of tho district, and the value of tbcir appointments 
consequently ranged from one to three lacs of rupees a year 
The Court of Directors determined, therefore, “ to stand forth 
AS Duan, and to take on themselves tho entire care and 
management of the revenues through the agency of thevr 
own servants *' Tlus decision involved a complete revilution 
m the whole sjstem of administration, cml, criramal, and 
fiscal, among twenty five milhoos of people, and a more mo- 
mentous change than any which had taken place smee the 
‘lays of Akbar and TodcrMnll IDistmga was considered the 
only man m the Company's servico capable of inaugurating 
this new policy, and he was accordingly elevated to the chair 
m Bengal, and took charge of tho government on the 13th 
Apnl, 1772 “ 

WmenMaal- TTpon this ardnons task he entered with great 
energy It w;^ resolved to farm out the 
Cn*tciiinm lands for five years, and the President and foui 
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members of tba Coancal proceeded throngb the districts 
to condact the settlements The offers made by the zemin* 
•flars ^vere, however, deemed unsatisfactory, and it was deter* 
mined to pat the lands up to competition, after abolishing 
some of the most oppressive of the imposts with which the 
laud had latterly been saddled Where the old zemindars 
were displaced by higher bidders, an allowance was granted 
foi their support out of the rents Tho KhaUa, or exdiequer, 
was removed from Hoorshedabad to Calcutta, to winch the 
entire administration of the country, m every branch, was 
transferred, and which became, from this date, the capital of 
Bengal. The charge of ovil and crumnal justice in each 
district was entrusted to European officers, and two courts of 
appeal were established at the seat of government. Without 
the aid of an English lawyer, Hastings drew up a short and 
Simple code of regulations for the new courts, which exhibited 
in a remarkable degree }he versatihty of his talents All 
these orgamc changes in the system of government were 
completed m six months. 

TtieSncBo- The hlahrattas had no sooner crossed the 
u.n»w»r IT L Ganges on thcir return home, than tho Vuier 
began to im^rtuac Hastiugs to assist him m semog the 
proviDCO of Bohilcuud, and offered a donation of forty lacs 
of rupees, and tho payment of two lacs o mouth for the scr* 
MCes of the English force The Court of Directors, orcr- 
whelmcd with debt and disgrace, were iraplonng the Connal 
m Calcutta for remittances, and urging a reduction of tho 
mihtnrj expenditure, which was devounng the resources of 
the country Tho treasury m Calcutta was empty, but the 
offer of the Tizier eecmed to be exactly adapted to meet the 
exigency Mr Hastings was assured that the BohtUas had 
offered to pay the N izier the sum of forty lacs of rupees if he 
would deliver them from the Sfahrattas^ that they had been 
saved from destruction by the presence of tho 1 1x101*8 troops 
ond those of his English jally, and, that now the danger was 
pa<s<!cd, they refused to pay anything Hith tbs garbled 
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Btntcincnt of Iho case, Uaslinga sati'sficd l»s conscience, end 
concluded tliat tlicir ingratitude deserved punishment, and 
that, on the plan suggested by the Vizier, an net of jus^ 
retribution raiglit be tnado llio menna of replenishing tlio 
Company ’s coffers The Vmer w anted territory, and Ilnstmga 
rrantql money “Such,” he wrote, “was my idea of the 
Company’s distress in Fngtand and India, that I shou’d have 
been glad of any occufion of employing these forces, n hlch 
eaves 60 much of their pay and expenses ” Hastings 
accordingly proceeded to Beiiatcs in August, 1773, and con- 
lludcd a treaty with tho ^ tzteron the terms proposed by him 
The districts of Corah and Allahabad were considered to 
have lapsed to the Company, when the emperor, to whom 
CUvo had given them, was compelled to mal o them over to 
the Mahrattaa Tho defence of tliesc districts — such was 
the extravagance and embezzlement m the military depart- 
ment-had cost the treasuiy tno crorcs of rupees in five 
years, and Hastings wisely determined to “free the Company 
from this intolerable burden ’ and transferred them to tho 
Vizier who offered on additional payment of fifty lacs of 
rupees for them The subsidy of twenty sutjats of rupees 
a year from the revenues of the thiee soobahs, which had 
I een settled on the emperor, was suspended during the 
great famine which depopulated and paupensed Bengal, and, 
as he had now ceased to be a free agent, it was finally 
abohshed 

D tni t! of The Vizier having scoured the aid of an English 
the Bohu ej f oroB demanded of Hafiz Buhmut the payment of, 
the balance of his bond, thirty five lacs of rupees 
Hafiz offered to mal e good whatever sum the 
Vmcr had actually paid the hlahrattas for their forbearance, 
but as be knew that he had never paid them anything the 
offer was treated r^ith contempt Hafiz, seeing the storm 
ready to burst upon his head, proposed a compromise, but 
the Vizier raised ins demand to twp hundred lacs of nipees, 
and tho PoluUas adopted the resolution of defending their 
independence to the last extremity Colonel Champion tho 
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Eritisb commander, advanced into Rohncand, accompanied by 
the Vizier’s army, and the campaign was decided m a single 
Engagement, on the 23rd of April, 1774 Hafiz brought 
40,000 Rol illas into action, and extiibited a degree of military 
skill and courage, which exatod the admiration of his Enro 
pean opponents But nothing could withstand the «teady 
charge of British bayonets, and after two hours of severe 
conflict, and the slaughter of more •flian 2 000 RohiUas — 
among whom was the brave Hafiz and Ins son — they were 
obliged to fly The dastardly Vmcr remained with his troops 
beyond the reach of fin., till th6 Pohillas were defeated, 
when he let them loose to plunder the camp “ We have 
the honour of the day ’ exclaimed the mdignant Cliampion, 
“and those banditti the profit ’ 

Keirtioniea This transaction i« one of the few stams on the 
ihiitiMMction. bright and honourable career of Hastings It has 
Iwn erged in extcnaation*of it that tl e Rohnias were mere 
n«iirpcr«, with no right to the province but tint of the sword 
Bu* so were nine tenths of the pnnees of India at the time 
Tne usurpation of Holkar, and Sindis, and H} dcr Ah and 
even of the i ^hwa, and the hizam, was quite as modem as 
that or the Rohdlas, and the Nabob nzicr him>5elf wns only 
il c grindion *of the fThorasan merchant, who had afienatcd 
Oudo irom the crown of Delhi That the Rohillas formed a 
poMcrful confederacy on the borders of Oude, which in the 
un<5cttlcd state of India, might have joined the Slahrittas 
and endangered the safety of a province whicli the Company 
was bound, no less by policy than bj treaty to defend cannot 
bo controverted. The extinction of tins dangerous power 
was a wise and politic measure so far as anj thing tlat is 
intnnsicalh unjust cm be wi«e amt politic. Such tmnsactuns 
wen., moreover, of constant occurrence m India no nitivc 
pniice saw anything unusual or unjust m it, and even the 
liol illas themselves considered it onl^ os one of the chances 
of war to which thev, in pommon with all states, were con 
stmth liable Bat it was wconsisJent with tint f/gJicr 
Stan 1 ird of morals by which Hastings a conduct was judged 
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in England, and it baa been invanably condemned, even by 
those who admire his genins The conduct of the Vizier 
towards tVs eonqneTcd, in spito o! HaBlmgs’s iemOTiiiTante% 
and threats, was mramous, but the assertion that 500,000 
Imsbandmcn were driven across tho Ganges, and that Iho 
country was reduced to a bare and uninhabitable waste, was 
an Onciital exaggeration Tho “extermination,” winch was 
bO loudly denounced the enemies of Hastings, had refc- 
rt-nce onl^ to tho power of tho Afghans, who did not exceed 
20,000 in immhcr The Hindoo natives of tho soil, numbering 
moic than a million, cxpencnccd no other distress than that 
uhich follouB eveiy change of masters m India 
AfHvsi of ti a Hastings had succeeded in reorganising tho 
menlcnlf adminiatritton, and extinguishing the Indian debt 
couihii He had overcome all the dillicultics which beset 
Ins position on Ins arrival , but ho was now called to encounter 
the more scriona dangers which ^coso out of the provision 
made by tbe wisdom of Parliament for the better government 
of India The judges of tbe Supreme Court and the now 
members of Council arrived from England, and landed at 
Chandpal ghaut on the 19th of October, 1774, "with the firm 
conviction that the government was a compound of tyranny 
and corruption, which it was their mission to purify As the 
judges stepped on shore, one of them, observmg the bare legs 
and feet of the natives who crowded to the sight, said to his 
colleague, “ Our court, brother, certainly was not established 
before it was needed I trust we shall not have* been six 
months in the country before these victims of oppression are 
comfortably provided with shoes and stocliings ** Of tbe 
counsellors, Colonel Honson had served on the coast. General 
Clavenng was the favourite of the King and the ilimstiy, 
and Mr Francis, the undoubted author of Junius’s letters, 
had been an assistant in tlieTyarOIEcc, and was distinguished 
for his talents and his mabgmty They had all imbibed the 
most violent prejudices against iff Hastings, and regarded 
him as a monstf'r of imqmty, whom it was the part of virtue 
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’eagiies that all the engagements between the two states were 
cancelled by this evi^nt, except those which referred to the 
payment of arrears, and that whatever assistance he migllt 
leccive from British troops mnst be based on a new arrange- 
ment A treaty was accordingly concluded nnder the 
auspicrs of Jlr Francis, and although he had condemned 
Eastings m no measureti terms “for letbng out British 
troops for lure to tllft Vizier,” the services of the brigade 
weit contmned to him, but the amount of the hire was 
augmented by half a lac of rupees a month The Vmcr was 
likewise peremptorily commanded to cede to tbeCompanj, 
the remindary of Benares, which yielded tventy-two lacs of 
rupees a year, and this was tho only addition made to 
the British territory duung the long period of Bastings f 
adnuiiistritioQ 
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peatedly denounced by the Court of Directors for his perfidy, 
and whose career had been marked by the most nefarious 
intrigues and treachery, offered to impeach Hastings, and wis 
iminediatelj taken into the alliance of the three counsellors 
Under their auspices, he held his durbar in state m Calcutta, 
and ijssued his mandates to the zemindars throughout the 
country. At length, he came forward with a charge against 
Hastings of having nepeived a bribe of three la^^s and a half 
of rupees on the appointment of Munee Begum, the widow of 
Mcer JafEer, and hia own son, Raja Gooroodass, to the 
management of the Nabob’s household at Moorshedabad, and 
likewise of having connived at the embezzlements of Mahomed 
Reza khan for a douceur of ten lacs Mr Trancis and his col- 
leagues proposed that Nundukoomar should be called before 
the Council board to substantiate the charge Hastings, as 
migUt have boon, expected, opposed this proceeding with great 
indignation “ I know,” he said, " ybat belongs to the dignity 
and character of the first member of this administration, and I 
will not sit at this board in the character of a criminal ” If 
docs not appear that on this or any other occasion, Haatinga 
endeavoured to stifle enquiry, or objected to his opponents 
forming a committee of investigation, and reporting their 
proceodmgs to their masters at home, or icfemn^ tho questions 
at issue to the arbitnment of the Supreme Court, but ho 
felt that the government would be degraded in tlie eyes of 
tho native community, if llie dregs of society were introduced 
into the Council chamber to enramate the President at the 
instigation of Nunda koomnr, and be dissolved tho mei.tiiifj 
and left tho chamber The majontj immediately placed 
General Clavcniig m the ebair, and called m Nunda koomar 
who dilated on tho venality of Hastings, and moreover, pro- 
duced a letter purportmg to bo -wntton by Muiieo begum 
berseff, which nilmiVtcd tho payment of two lacs and a lialf 
of rupees to the Governor General, on which Mr TVancis 
and Ills friends resolved ith one consent, that Hastings had 
clandcaUacly and illegally xcccivcd thico laca and forty 
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thou^-wid rupees, and tliat mcasnrcfi slioulil bo laTwCii to 
compel him to repoj it into the public treasury The Eifjna* 
turc to the letter wag pronounced on tlio most impartial 
exatntnafton to bo ppanons^ but the seal appeared to bo 
genuine Tho begmn herself domed all knowledge of the 
letter, and tho mj’stcry of tho seal at as not d scovcfcd till 
after the death of Nundo koomar, when fac similes of the 
Ftals of all tho most eminent pctaojKigcs in Bengal were 
found m lus cabinet 

Fifrttinnor Hastings, in self-defence, now brought an ac- 
•sunjLikftMiaf lion in tho Supremo Court against Nuiulu 
koomar and others for a conspiracy to induce 
one Kumal ood deen, a large rcTcnne farmer, to enmmato 
him The judges admitted the cliargo and held Jvundu 
koomar to bail, and Mr Francis and hia two associates 
immcdatcly paid him a complimentary Tisit nt Ins own 
res lence tight weeks^after tho commcDCcrneot of this 
action, ono Mohun Pn>ad, a natue mercliant renewed an 
action for forgery against Iiundu koomar, wjijch had been 
ongtnally instituted m tho local court, when Nunda koomar 
was arrested but released, through the intervention of 
Ilaslmgs On tho establishment of the S iprcmo Court, 
this suit, alo^ with others, was transferred to its juris 
diction. Tho forgery was established on the clearest eii 
dcncc, the jury found him guilty, and the judges ordered 
him to be hung It was the first instance of the execution of 
n brahmin, since the Faglisb became Joixls of tho coanfry, 
and it created a profound sensation ip the native community 
thousands of Hindoos Burrounded the scaffold, unwilling to 
believe tleir own eyes, and when the deed was completed, 
rushed down to the sacred stream to wash out tho pollution. 

on. OB transaction was long considered the most 

»hatixnsu> atrocious crime of HastiDgs i? administration. It 
was asserted m high quarters that Nundu koomar 
had been judicially murdered by him through the agency of 
Sir Ehjah Impey, the chief justice But tune has dispelled 



nxsTisas covDESiNro at nojir 


fcxikp 

the clouds of prejudice For this fool imputation tlie’-o 
no other ground than the coinadencc of this trial, m point of 
time with the accusations brought by Nundu koomar against 
nastings' There nc\er was the shghtest evidence that 
llaslings had ever prompted, or even encouraged the action, 
'ihe capital sentence, however conformable to the barbarous 
laws of England at tlie time, was, on every consideration, 
most nnjust. The offence was venial by the laws of the 
country, and the English code, which made it capital, was not 
introduced till several years after it had been comnntfed 
Ur Francis and his colleagues protested against the whole 
pioceedmg, but the judges indignantly refused to submit to 
any dictation m the exercise of their judicial functions But 
aftev the eentenco bad been passed, it was still within the 
power of the majority of the Counal who exercised the whole 
authority of the government, to suspend the execution of it, 
peudiDg a reference to Englam^ they did not, however, 
choose to interfere, and the odiom of tins transaction must be 
divided between them and the judges Nundo koomar, who 
began life a poor man, left a fortune of a croro of rupees 
Th* Coart o( Towards tho close of 1775, the decision of the 
Couit of Directors on the matters id dispute be- 
ins tween Ur Francis and Hastings, -fras received m 

Calcutta They condemned the measures of the Governor- 
General m strong language, but they neither ordered the resti- 
tution of Rohilcund to theKohillas, nor the return of the forty 
lacs which had enriched their treasury, to the Vizier. Cut they 
recommended concord and unanimity to the Council, and the 
n Irice •svaa received with a shout of detiaion by both partied 
The adverse resolutions of the Directors were, howcier, over- 
ruLd by the Proprietors, who held Hastings m the highest 
estimation, and the dissensions abroad, aggravated by tho 
discord at home, brbught the British interests in India to tlia 
verge of destruction, from which they were rescued only by 
the firmness and resolution of the Governor Gcn< ral In 
September, 1770, his authority m the go^e^umcut uas rc- 
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stored by tbo dcith of Colonel Atonson, which garchm tlie 
ca«tin^ vote m an equally balanced Council But m the pre- 
<^in" year, womed by the opposition and maults of his 
opponents ho 1 ad mf nned hia agent in EngKud, Colonel 
Macleane, tint it was his i itcntion to resign his appi mtment, 
if he found that h s measure*! were not apj rored of at home 
Bntwithm two months of this commnnication, he recovered 
his sp nts reaohed his resignation a^ at the same time 
infonned the Jtinisitcr, Loid North, till he would remain at 
U 3 post till he was recalled by the same authonty — that of 
Parliament, — which had placed him at the head of the govern 
ment But Colonel Maclcane, fin hag the current against 
Ha'tings as strong m Lcadcnhall Street as it was m Down 
mg Street, took upon I iniaclf to announce to the Court of 
Directors that he was authon«cd on certain condition®, to 
tender Ks patron’s rc<»ignaUoQ kftcr ecvcral months of 
violent intnguo which it w not necc joij to detail the Di 
rcctoTh came to the resolat da that Mr Hastings had positively 
resigned his office though hi» latest as well as his carhest 
lottore were before them, and appomted Mr, AMieler to the 
vacant seat m Council 

V^en intell •rence of this resolution read ed 
CaUotta, General Clavenng whom Lord ^o^th 
fc>CT»n<idei-i!, b'td encouraged m his opposition to Hastings by 
the Order of the Bath attempted to seize the 
government, as being the senior member of Council, obtained 
j,o«sc'^ion of the Connod Chamber and took the oaths as 
Governor GenctaL He htcwisc demanded the keys of the 
Treasury and of the fort from Haslmgs, and wrote to the 
commandant to obey no orders but tho®e wh ch emanated 
from h m Hasting' who did not admit the fact of his re 
E gnat on 1 ad aut cipatcd Sir John Clavenng by securing the 
gates of Port AVlll am and his» mes'cn^rSifoond them dosed 
against him The dispute avas rap Uy tending to a collision, 
which must have proved in the highest degree disastrous to 
the interests oi the Company, when Hastings prudently 



fl5i BrrTTJMrrr OF Tnr uiKD rr%rvtn. [criAr 

averteO it liv rcfomng the queslion to the Jndges of the 
Siipremo Conrt Aftor a careful mxcstigpilion of all the 
docnmcnln cotmeettd x\ith ihw tmtmctioii, tlicycamo to tlw 
decision, tint nnj assumilion of aiitlionty by Sir John C!a- 
xenng xvonll bo lUepal, and the atorin I lew oxer ITc did not 
fiurxixo the clnj^nn of this dnip|xnatmcnt mniiy months 
Hr Whel'^r, who Ind tiVen lus Beat iii Cotincil, tJiough pro- 
fefismg neulrahtj, genenlly Biled xxilh I nncis, but the cast- 
ing vote of the Oovcnftir Gtntnl oxcrrulcd all oj position At 
the bcginnmg of 1780, Mr Banxcllwna anxious to return to 
Ins native land with the colobsat fortune ho Ind accumulated, 
but he hesitated to embark and leave bis fnend Hastings m a 
miiionly Mr Francis, unwilling to stand in the way of 
Mr HmveUs ictirciacnt came to an wndcretanding with 
Hastings not to take advantage of it, and Jlr Harwell cm- 
Larhed for FnghniL But the ilbcord was speedily renewed , 
the antagonists could not agree on the nature or extent of the 
neutrality Hastings charged I nifbis with having duped him, 
and the thsi ute was settled, accordiag to the larb-vrous custom 
of the times, by a hostile meeting, in which Mr 1' nncis was 
wounded At tlic close of tlio year he returned to England 
newMiumenv bt-ttkincnt of tho land revenue, wluch had 
of 0)6 uoj teen made for five years, expired ig, 1777, when it 

wTeauc, m; found that the country had been gnevonsly 

rack-rented. Many of the zciaindaTB, amb tious of retaining 
their position in the country, had made offers winch they soon 
found themselves unalTo to support The speculators, who 
had in many cases outbid and dislodged the old landholders, 
bad no object but to onneh tbcmselvct by oppressive exactions, 
and throw up their engagements as soon as the ryots were 
exhausted. The government, new to their duties, had com 
nutted senous errora To the usnal imperfection of all new 
institutions, was m th s instance added an entire ignorance of 
the quahty and value of the lands and even of the language 
of those who held them The whole system collapsed , the 
country was impovetisUcd, and, what with renusaions and 
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irrecoverable balances, the Company lost little short of two 
crorcs and a half of rupees m five years Before tho expira- 
tion of the old eettlemcntj listings had ovisely appointed a 
coitimission of inquiry to travel through the country and col- 
lect data for a new arrangement. Tho Court of Directors 
denounced the commission as a flagrant job, and charged 
Hastings with “the meanest and most corrupt motives m the 
selection of the members ” They eifircsscd their snrpnso 
that any such inquiry should be found necessary, after they 
had held the Dewanny for ten years But they seemed to 
forget that their own time had been occupied in cabal and 
intrigue at home, to the neglect of the duties of administra- 
tion, and that their ill paid revenue officers in India had been 
too doscly occupied m making fortunes by pnvate trade to 
have any leisure to attend to the interests of the state By 
order of the Directors, tho settlement was therefore made for 
ono 3 car only , 

D«Mii of To resomo the thread of Mnhratta otToirs The 
young Pesbwa, Madhoo Bao, bttlo inferior to any 
ivihwtA of Ins race m the cabinet or in tho field, died of 
consumption, on the 18th of Kovember, 1772. 
At tho period of hts death, tho noinmal revenue of the 5Iah- 
ratta empire m Hindostnu and in tho Dcccan, was ten crorcs 
of niixes, but tho amount actually realized did not greatly 
exceed sea cn crorcs, of which the sum at the absolute dis- 
posal of the Peshwa was only throe cforc% tho remainder 
of it bclorged to tho Quick war, Bhonslay, Uolkar, Smdia, and 
minor chieftains The Peshwa's own army consisted of 
£0 000hor«c, besides mfantrj and artillery, but Iho entire 
army ho was nblo to assemblo under the national standard 
was not less than 100,000 splendid cavalry, and a propor- 
tionate strength of foot and artiner 3 , not ineluding tho 
Pindarrccs or hcrcdifaiy freeboolcrB of the country It was 
a fortnnatc circum«tancc for India that tins formidallo force, 
niiiimlid by the instinct qf ilunder, and stimulated ly the 
JO-mctnluaiirpjJ ^issJ juvjsrjwsc^- suas-Unt iuulnr Jdu* rnivXml 
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old Tnd astute statesman, Nana Fumuvese, and the militaiy 
commandant, and at once assumed all the functions of 
government Kaghoba, on the ne^’s of this revolution, 
hastened to meet his opponents, accompanied by Moran 
Eao, one of tiio greatest soldiers of the age, vho had mea- 
sured swords with La^vrence and Coote m the Carnatic^ and 
on the 4th of hlarch inflicted a signs! defeat on the array of 
the Eegency This success replenished his mihtaiy chest, 
and brouglit crowds to his standard, fortune seemed to 
declare in his favour, when, having conceived suspicions of 
the fidelity of lus own generals, lie threw away his cliance of 
power by tunimg off to Boorhanporc, lustcad of marching at 
once on Poona, v hich its tomfied inhabitants had begun to 
desert The widow was dclivei-cdof a son on the 18th of 
April, 1774, who was instilled as Pe«hwa when only ten 
daj 8 old, under the title of Madhoo Rao the Second 
rrwMdatef ,Aftcr remaining a short time at Boorhanporc, 
iU4bou,mL Righoba cross^thc Nerhudda to Indore, where 
lie was joiacd by Holkar and Simko, who Lad returned from 
Boliilcuud Mith alxmt 30,000 hon>c. He also indulged the 
hnj^ of reccuitig aid from the raja of Bcrar, and adianccd 
to the banks oRho Taptee, to eicurc tho co operation of the 
Cntckwif arti^ Ja reference to (ho prormco of fJareraf, 
then umUr the rule of tins family, it is to be ob<ciacd tint 
tlic authontj of the Fmperor ivas finally cxtingui«l od m it 
during the >car 17oo, whin the capital, •Mimctlabad, was 
captured I j Pamajee Cmckwar, the italiralta smlar At the 
ptrndof Ins death, in ITCt, bw son, Gonnd Bao, who }ni>- 
ft.iicd to be at Poona, ol tamed lus fathers litlv and 
SI ns on tlio }«> incut of vanous sums, wluOi eventually 
ixicbed fiftj lacs of nijn-cs. In 1771, his brother, luttth 
Sing, procioHlcd to the Pohwa’a court, and succcc'led ni 
piUjhntnig him, but Covmd l»ao*« ciu t avas csi^om-odly 
I}i„hoba, on li-coming Pr^hira, aiil tJic {rovincx. was dis- 
tracted by theso n> it claims. Kaghoba now advanced to 
cl ami tho supjs. rt of his j>rot sftt 
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During tlio year 1772, tlio Coart of Directors 
^^aona*Ilnh resolved to place a rcprcsent'vtivc at the Poona 
durbar, m the hope of promoting their commcriaal 
interests, and, moro especially, of obtaining pos 
Bession of the port of BaRsem, and the island of Salsette, 
■which was separated from Bombay by a narrow channel, and 
compnsed an area of about 150 square miles With these 
acquisitions the Dirqptors hoped to render Bombay the great 
emponum of the trailc of the western coast with Persia, 
Arabia the Red Sea, and China These possessions fell into 
the Lands of the Portuguese in an early penod of their career, 
but were conquered by the Mahrattas in 1739, by whom they 
were prized beyond their value, oa having been wrested from 
a European pon or Rngboba, on his arrival at the Tiptce» 
sent an envoy to Bombay to solicit the aid of a sufficient 
force to estabUaU him m the government at Poona, and offered 
to defray all the expenses of the troops, as well as tn male 
hige grants of terntory to theCi^mpany Tlie President and 
Council eagerly grasped at the proposal, and on the 6th of 
September, 1774, offered to assist him with 2,500 troops on 
condition of his advancing fifteen or twenty lacs of nipces, 
and engaging to cede Salsette and BasEein*in perpetuity to 
the Company But Raghoba, even in Ins eirt-emiU, refused 
to alienate Salsette from the Mai ratta dominions While 
these negotiations •were pending, the Bombay authorities 
received information that a large aimament was fitted out at 
Goa for tlie recovery of tliese possesbious, and as it was ftit 
"that the Portuguese would be more dangerous neighbours 
than the Miliiattas, an expedition was sent to toalsotte, aud 
the isl i! d o'^cupicd before tlie end of the year 
Rasho\.a-» Meanwhile, the Regency at Poona having suo- 
tTCBtywih cccdcd by large offcis m detaching Ilolkar and 
“ *”* Si idia from tl e cause of Raghoba, moved against 

h m with a body of SO 000 men and he narrowly escaped 
being captured by bis j erfid ous allies and delivered up to Ins 
eueiniea. II© retreated ui all lijhte, Icaaing his btfaUm at 
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other, for tlin first tune since the gentlemen of the factory 
at Surat ln(] so gallantly repulsed Sevajefc in 1CC5 Iho 
brunt of the action fell on Colonel Keating’s bngatlc, ovliich 
was ittacked by an army of ten times Us iininher ilic loss 
of life a\as severe but, though the English troops were for a 
time staggered, their fi al triumph vas complete, and the 
Mahinttas icticated in baste and diso-der to the Nerbudda 
Colonel Keating pursued them with vigour, and they con- 
sideied themselves fortunate m effecting their escape acTOSs 
the nvci, after they had thrown all their hca%y guns into it 
Futteh Smg now hastened to make lus peace with the victors, 
and engaged to furnish Raghoba with twenty six lacs of 
rupees m two mo itlis, together with a largo body of troops, 
and to secure to the Company a share of the Broach revenues 
to the extent of tavo lacs a year The Mahratta naa y, more 
over, which consisted of six vessels, carrying from 26 to 46 
guns, was completely cnpplcd the Englsh comniodoit 
The campaign had been prosperous by sea and land, the 
Compuiy bad obtained a tcmlonal revenue of twonty*four 
lacs a year, the JIahrattas had been dnven with djagiace 
aciMss the Nerbudda, and so effectually dantcgcd was their 
1 eputatioa, that the Nizam was emboldened to t^e advantage 
of tbeir distress, and, under the threat of joining Raghoba, 
exacted a c ssion of lands aalued at elc\ on lacs a year But 
the brilhaot prospects wludi tins success opened up were 
ruined by the proceedings of the Calcutta tiiumviiato 

The treaty with Raghoba, which oppearcdlil ely 
to involve a war with the Regency, was severely* 
cut ^* 71 ^ condemned by both poitcs in the Council m Cal 
cutta, as “impobtK^ daiigcrou'!, unauthf ri«f‘d, and 
unjust ” "When the war, however, had actually coionicncecl, 
Ilastinga considered it almost impoasillc to withdraw from it 
avith honour and safetj , liefore the eonclii«:un , and bo advised 
that the Bombay Government should bo vigorously supportc 1 
in con Incting it, and instracted to bung it to a tonrnnatioo lui 
spccibiy as pc^ssiblc Bat Mr hiouus and bis colkagutu 
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re«ontcd the oudaaty of tlie Bombay Comidl in mikin" trar 
without their coH'Cat, ordered the tixaty with Raglioba to bo 
ftumcdiatcly annulled, and all the British troops to be with- 
drawn from the field. At the same time, they announced their 
inteutioii to send an agent of their own to open an indepen- 
dent negotiation with the mmr''tcr!i» at Poona. In rjin did 
the Bonibaj Couiial reuoastrate with them on the di-grace 
of anolaling a solemn treaty Col,'>eel Upton was sent 
to Poona to dn>a\ ow their proceedings ; their authonty was 
paralysed, and their character wantonly disgraced m the c’' e- 
«if the pnnees of India. 
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to tlio lani a of tlio Qo(la\ery on n pona on of (hreo laca of 
ruiKCS n jcar The UnUsh army was (oqtnt the ficItL Sal* 
pcttc wna to l>c retained by the Comiany if tlio Goremof- 
Gcneia! dcsirtl it, but all tlie other acquisitions were to bo 
rchnquielied , ibo claim on thorcacnacs of BroacJi was con 
cededj together with twthc lacs of ni[>ccs, towards the cx 
I>on8es of the war, “by way of faa our” Considenng that all 
the advantages of tlm campaign bad been on the sido of tlic 
rngbsb, ilio Hombij i^rewdenej was fully justified in rcpit) 
bating the treaty, ns “ highly iiijunuiis to the reputation and 
the interests of tlie Comiianj * It was a flagrant breach of 
fnitli with Itagoba, and it aerved to impair the confidence of 
the native powers mtho engagements of thoUritish Govern- 
ment It inspired the Poona llcgcncy with an unduo sense of 
thcirownimportancc.andrendercdasccond wanner liable The 
Bombay Conned did not conceal their anxiety to obstruct the 
treatj They gave an asylum to Hagbola atSurat, and threw 
their field nnnics into Surat and Broach The Poona ministers 
raacd at this infnctioo of the treaty, and tlircatcned to cany 
fire and sword into every part of the Company b dommions, 
but all their menaces were treated with contempt at Bombay 
On the 20th of August, 177G, a despatch was 
of the Court, received from the Court of Director^pprovmg of 
jf^i^reswn treaty concluded with Raghoba at Surat, and 

directing the other Presidcntics to give him their support, 
and to retain the tcrntoncs winch had been ceded by him 
The Bombay Council, smarlmg under tlie degradation inflicted 
on theni by the Supreme Government, lost no time m turning 
this favourable decision to account To the great annoyance* 
oI the Poona Regency, they gave countenance to an impostor, 
who claimed the office of Peslwa, as the identical Sudaseeh 
Rao Bhao, who had disappeared at the battle of Pamput 
They mvitcd Kaghoba to ^mbay, and 6°ttled 10,000 rupees 
a month on him The hlahiatta cabinet remonstrated against 
tius fresh violation of the treaty of Fooninder, but it was 
weakened bj internal discords buccaiam Bappoo, the head 
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of the ministry, was jealous of the growing power of 111*5 
younger ossocia^, Nana Fumuveso, who had fled from tho 
field of Paniput, and who united the highest pohtical talent 
with a singular want of personal courage His cousin, JIaroba 
FumuTese, had been the ministcrof the deceased JIadhooRao, 
and took a prominent part in public affairs, but m the interests 
of Succaram Malid ijee Sindiawas endeavounng to mercaso 
Ins own consequence by acting as umpire between the two 
factions To increase the confusion at Poona, a French ad- 
Tenturer, of the name of St Lnbin, arnved there m Slarch, 
1777, and announced himself as the envoy of the King of 
France, who was on the eve of a war with the English He 
was authon'sed, as he said, to offer the Mahrattas the support 
of 2,500 European troops, an abundant supply of stores and 
muDitions of war, and olBcere to disciplmo 10,000 sepoys 
He affected horror at tho connection of the English with the 
assassm Raghol a, and prodoced in the durbar, with a burst 
of gnef, a picture of the tarbarous murder of Nara\unEoo, 
which had been painted under Ins direction at Pans Nana 
Fumuvese affected to credit hi8mi«sion, and, with the view of 
annoying the Engbsh goremment, afforded him every en- 
couragement, ?nd made over to hun the harbour of Choul, 
t uly twenty -Jb/ce jdjIos from Bombay 

iteToiuti nin Meanwhile, a despatch was received at Bom- 
favtrarof b'ly and Calcutta from the Court of Directors 
Bagi oba, IT'S, tjjg aacnflccs made by the treaty of 

Poorunder, and stating that, aUhongh they considered them- 
Bcl% es bound in honour to adliere to it, yet, if there was any 
•attempt on the part of the Poona Regency to evade its pro- 
visions, the Bomlaj Pre idenev was at liberty to renew the 
alliance with Paghoba The President and Council found 
little d ffimlty in discovering infractions of a treaty wluch 
those who had dictated it ueaer intended to respect but as it 
suited theu- interests anl pr^ared to espouse the cause of 
Kaghol a Their movements were hastened by the course of 
evLUts at the Maliratta capital, h'oiuba Furuu>es>e, assisted 
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liy ITolknr, rcsoUed to fiupport I^ngliobo, and Siiccarnm 
Ihppno juuieil tiiG confcdcracj, and dc^patchccl an en% oj to 
Bomliaj to rcq«(.st tlio go^crnmcnt to conduct Itaghoba to 
Poona with ft militirj' chcort The proposal was eagerly 
ncccptcd, and prcpantiona were immediately rnado for tlie 
cxjieilition Hastings, uliohidnow regained liis ascendancy 
in the* Council, ga\othe project Ins approbation, partlj be- 
cause it was countcnjticed Siiccaram llipjoo, one of the 
parties to tlio treaty o? Poonindcr, but clueflj because Nam 
riiniiucsc was gning encouragement to tho Frencli, whoso 
influence in Indian politics ho considered the greatest of 
calamities In a letter dated the 23nl of ^Tarcb, 1778, ho 
auUionrod tho Pombay Govcrumciit “to assist in tranquil- 
li/ing tho Mahratta btato,” and engaged to send a largo force 
across the conlincivt to resist the aggressions of the French, 
which, iQ his opinion, threatened the cMstcnec of tho Com* 
pane's possessions m (ho west of India 
_ , . Naua Furnuaese was obliged to bond to the 

ComlcTmol'a “ 

lion Mionna, stofm, aud rctirc to Poorunucr Iliirry Punt, tho 
8 u July 1.78 jjahratta general la chief, and one of his parti- 
sans, was, at the time, oa hta way to Slontch^ to join Suiclia 
m resisting the encroachments of Ilydcr, to which referenco 
will be made hereafter. They were hastily rccSlled from tho 
south, aud reached Poorundcr on the 8th of July, w here they 
WTuted with the army of Holkar, who bad been, in the mean- 
time, detached from the opposite partj by a bribe of nine lacs 
of rupees, and restored Nana Pumuveso again to poaver 
Maroba and his colleagues were arrested on tbe lltli, and 
many of them put to death, but Succarara Baptioo, ■whose* 
name it was deemed important to associate witli the pro 
ceedings of the state, was simply placed under icstraint 
Tho party of Raghoba was thus extinguished at Poona 
But the Bombay Pivsidcnt and Council were not disjioscd to 
desert him They addressed certain questions to the new 
nwnistry at Poona , tho rephea were co'usidcred a -violation of 
the treaty of Pool under, and it was lesoh cd to put to use the 
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IiIh rtv gnntrd to them in tho dc«patch of the Conrt of Di 
rectors and in tlA. letter of Ilastings Towards llic end of 
^a^lbt, In. informed them that he was endtavoiinng to form 
an alliance arith the Rajah of Benr, w hicli would embrace tho 
politics of Poona,* and enjoined them to avoid an^ ncasure 
hostile to the Poona Pegency But their passions cn» 
listed in the can«e of Rajhoba, which, m effect, tlicv made 
their owii, and anthout adequate prt-paration without a 
commander on whom they could d< pend, and without alh 
ancis they determined to send a handful of men against the 
strength of the ^fahratta empire l»ana Fumnvese perceived 
the gathenng storm, and prepared to meet it, he cnhstetl 
recruits m every direction, repaired and pronsioacd lus forts 
and refitted lus tcf els 

rtre-' «on to ^ treaty was now made with Raghoba, 
which differed httlc from that of Sunt Vn 
anna of 4 000 snen, of whom COO were Enmpeans. 
i\aa equipped and entmsted to Colonel Egerton who had 
seen some scnicc in Europe, but was little quahfied for the 
duty assigned him D«ngardiDgthe exp. nonce so dearly 
bought m the aj^ar with Order m 17C8, * field deputies,” na ler 
the name of avil commec oners, were sent with the armj to 
control Its novement's and to cheefi peculation Carnac, 
who had won some credit m the field m Bengal was ap- 
pointed the senior commibsioncr, and he e^ibited his fitnc's 
for such a trust bj a squabble on the first day, with Colonel 
r^i-rton about the military hononis to be paid him The 
troop encumbered with 1*' OOO bullocks he idos other cattle, 
embarked at Pauwcll on the ioth of November, and, as if it 
1 ad been designed to afford Nana and Smdia the most ample 
leu ure for preparation mond at the rate of two mfles a daj 
It was the 23rd of December before the army ascended the 
ghauts, when its d sasters began by the Io«s of one of the 
mo t energetic, bold and jUdunous ofBcers in its ranks. 
Captain Stewart whost ^anie after the Lap«e of half a 
c^uiuiy, vs os btill held m Tcncialiaa by the inhabitants 
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of those vallejs as Stewart PhaLray, or Stewart the gal 
lant ® 

DUastrongpro January, Colonel Egerton re- 

gresjofthe Signed the command to Colonel Cockburn, but 
though he acted as civil commissioner, the rcspoa- 
Bihihty of all subsequent movements rested with Caniac. 
On the 9tb, the army reached Tullygaum, and found it de- 
stroyed A report w^g spread that the enemy intended also 
to hum Chmehore, and even the capital itself Caruac was 
panic struck, and though within eighteen miles of Poona, 
with eighteen days provisions m the camp, determined m 
the first instance, to open a negotiation with the enemy, and 
then to retreat Raghoba, who, with all his faults, was a 
gallant soldier, protested agamst this cowardice, so contiaiy 
to the Bntish character, but the commissioners were so com 
pletely under the control of their own terrors, that they 
refused to wait even a smgle d^y for tho result of their 
negotiations, tlirew their heavy guns into a pond, and begun 
their retreat that very night, holly pursued by the enemy 
The rear guard, upon which tho enemy s assaults were chiefly 
directed, was commanded by a young and gallant officer of 
the name of Hartley, who had been m the semce about 
fourteen years, and gained the Cntuo confiSbnee of tho 
sepoys He received every attack with the utmost steadi- 
ness and animation, and drove hack tho enemy at every 
point The sepoys fought with jicrtcct enthusiasm Had 
the command of the cspcdifion been entrusted to him, lio 
would, doubtless, have planted the Bntish standard on tho 
battlements of Poona hot in this, as in many subsequent* 
campaigns, while the army contained men of the most heroic 
mcruld, and el the highest talent* it was under tho command 
of wrelcl td dn\ cllcrs 

The British force encamped, on the night of tl e 
eon!wj^ef ISili, at TN urgaum, and was assailed in theinom- 
ing by the guns brougl^t up bj the enemy during 
the darkness. The troops began to lose heart > 
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the comminder Tvns I'ewildered, and declared that even r 
retreat had cea«fd to be possible Captain Hartlev in van 
pointed out the ronde m Tthidh it might be effected anth little 
lobS. Overtures were made to Nana Fnrnuve'>e who de- 
manded the surrender of Kaghoba, before he would hsten to 
terms, and the commi««ioncrs would have comphed with the 
demand if that pnnee had not saved them from this infamj liy 
eurrendertng himself to Stndia Nana, Fnmure^e, however, 
appeared to be impracticable, andthedommissionera turned to 
Smdin to whom they sent Mr Holmes with full powers to treat 
This separate negotiation flattered his vanity and increased his 
importance, and a convention, known as that of Wurganm, was 
concluded under hia auapices, which rescued the Bntish armv 
from destruction by the sacrifice of all the acquisitions winch 
had been made since 177S The advance of the army under 
Colonel Goddard acro«s the countiy was countermanded, and 
for the first time in the history of Bnti-h India, two hostages 
were given for the perfonfiance of the treaty The failure of 
this expedition, wluch n as owing to the mterference of the 
unbecBe Carnac, wis a severe blow to the interests of the 
Company, who lo«t no tune m dism ««ing bun, as well as 
Colonela Egcrt<m and Cockburn, from the service The Bom 
bay Pre«:dei]ry Inst its reputation and its strength, and its 
only hope of safety now reated on the arrival of the Bengal 
army 

God 2224 (es This expedition was despatched from the banka 
redjson, 1 * 18 . gf the Jumna to Bombay through a thousand 
miles of unknown country, occupied by chiefs who were more 
•likely to prove hostile than friendly It was described by 
Mr Dondas the Indim mmi-tcr, aa “one of the frantic 
Buhtarj exploits of Hastings'’ but he forgot that it was by a 
snccc*='ion of Mich ‘ fnnfic expHits ” f1 it Bnti«h p« wer an I 
prestige had Ixicn cotallishcd m Ind;p bv a handful of 
foreigners. The force consisted of between 4 000 and 5 000 
men, under the cotnniind of Colonel Le«be,afairboMier,hnt nn- 
equal to such on enterpnst He cro^-ed the J unna m ilur. 
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1778, and was expected to reach the Nerbudda bcfoie it was 
swelled by the rams, but he wasted his tiijie m discussions 
with petty chiefs, and m the course of live months had only 
ad\ anced 120 miles He was accordingly displaced, but died 
before the news of his supercesaionfcachedhim and the com* 
mand of the army was entrusted by Hastings to Colonel 
Goddaid, one of the bnghtest names in the history of British 
India Through his pnergy, the expedition advanced at a 
rapid pace, notwithstanding the opposition of many of tiie 
chieftains The raja of Bhopal, however, treated Goddard 
with the greatest kindness and hospitality, and furnished hts 
troops with ample suppbes, though at the risk of bnnging 
down on lumself the vengeance of the Mahratta powers 
Tins generous conduct m a season of difBcuUy has not been 
forgotten by the British goaemmcntin the height of its pros- 
perity The house of Bhopal lias been treated by successive 
’ Governors General with marhed consideration , it has always 
been distinguished by its fidehty fo the English crown, and 
Iho present Jluln ranee is the only female decorated with the 
most exalted Order of the Star of India 
WBrbctw»« During the progress of Colonel Goddards cx- 
En^rnTm pedihon, intclbgcncc was roceu^d m Calcutta 
July 1778 of the declaration of war bctweciv rrance and 

England, and the diflicultics of Hastings’s position were 
greatly multiplicik The mission of St Lubin — who had not 
then been detected as a charlatan — and the countenance gi\cn 
to him by Nana Fumuvesc, created the apprehension that the 
Jlilirattas would be strengthened ly a large Trench amia- 
ment, and possibly under tho command of the redoubted 
Bus«y, who had retired to Trance with a magnificent fortune, 
and married the ncico of the minister, but was thirsting for 
service in the country where ins exploits were stiH held in 
honour Hastings «adoptc<l the roost vigorous measures to 
meet tJiis new cri'^is, he aogmenlccl tlie army , lie embodied 
the militia of Calcutta, to the number of a thousand, and 
sent Mr Llliott to the Itajah of Bcr^r to secure his alliance b^ 
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the offer of 'tS'! sting him to olt*iin the offico of Peshwa 
The uegotution, iho success of ^hich would Lave involved 
the Company in cndl'»ss compLcitions, was happily nipped m 
the bud wlif-n the raja heard that the Bomlay goicrnment 
were about to support the clauns of Paghoba bj force of 
anus , but he liberally supplied Colonel Goddard , with 
money and provi ions, and thus enabled him to reach Boor 
hanuoro without difficulty on the 30th of January, 17<9 So 
strict was the di^cij hne which the Cotonel maintained m his 
nrmv, and so punctual were hia payments, that the chiefs and 
pcf pie on the route hastened to furnish him with snpphcs 
At Boorliauporc, he heard of the disaster of the Bombav 
force at urgaum, and immediately tamed off to Surat, a 
<listancc of SOO miles, which ho tnvered la twenty days 
though he was without any map ojf the country Ty this 
prompt moTement he avoi led a body of 20 000 Slaliratta 
boi'«se sent from Poona to mtercept him IIis timely arrival 
on the western coast proved the salvation of the Bomlaj 
Presidencj The uDexj<ccted appearance of so large a force 
from the banbs of the Jumna, aagmented the reputation of 
the Bntisli power and confirmed its inQucnco at the native 
courts, wluch tht c nvention of TTurgaom had impaired. 
ptrm<»of ^bis convention was repudiated equally bj tbe 
• Borabav Council and by Ilastmgv, rvho directed 

Colouel Goddard to open a frcsh negotiat on with Nana 
Furnuve e, on the ba«is of the treaty of Poorunder but with 
an adiitioi al stipulation fc>r the ciclusiou of the FVench from 
the Nlabratta douniuou la the meauticie Siudiahadgnmted 
a javgeer of tavclve Iic» of rupees m Bundlocund to Ka 
ghoba, and sent him andcraslendere^cort to take po «e« ion 
of i' Ea"hoba, who was permitted to take his Lody guard 
an 1 his guns with him attac’ td and overpowered the C'^O’t 
• on the route and c«caix?d to ‘^urat where Tie was Loaourably 
eutertaiued by Colonel Goddard, who settled an allovnncc < f 
half a lac of rupees a month on him The whole sd eme was 
ciadoill^ a coutni ance of fcindoi, to procure the relca«c tf 
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receive possession of all the Pcshwa’s territories north of the 
Myhee, and tlntcertain distiicts to the sontb should be made 
(xer to the Company. Oi the 10th of February, Goddard 
captured the noble city of Ahinedabad, the modern capital of 
the province, suirounded by xvalls of immense extent, and 
filled with a population of 100,000. The capital was scarcely 
reduced, when Goddard heard that Smdia and Hollar had 
forded the Nerbiidda with 20,000 horse the 20 th of February, 
and were advancing to encounter him Sindia professed great 
enmity of Nana Furnuvese, aud great friendship for the 
English, and hberated the t "'0 hostages of Wurgaum, whom 
he had treated with hospitably He endeavoured to open 
negotiations, but Goddard could not fail to perceive that bis 
chief object was to waste the season of operations Seven 
days were, therefore, allowed him for a definite reply, and as 
it did not prove satisfactory, Goddaid attacked and dispersed 
his troops on the 2Dd, and again on the 14th of April, and 
cantoned Ins army foe tfie season on the banks of the 
^'erbudds 

c*pwrtofG*» On the side of Bengal, the war was conducted 
liof iMAutfuit, ^th brilliant success. Sixty miles south-east o’ 
Agra lay the little independent pnncipality of 
Gohud, crcctoil by a Jautcbicftam on the decay of the Mogul 
empire Therana was mccesantly threatened bj thecncroach- 
ments of Simha, and solicited the protection of Hastings, who 
determined to take advantage of the appeal, and despatch an 
expedition, chiefly however with the view of creating a salo 
tary diversion It consisted of only 2,400 infantry, with a 
Small body of cavalry, and a detail of European artillery, but 
it was commanded by Major Popli-un, ono of the best sol Jiere 
in tbc service lie proceeded on Ins march in February, 
1780, and having expelled iho Maliralta invaders from the 
countrj, attacked the fortressof Lahar, ♦without battering 
cannon, and earned it by tie gatlantry of Ins men Fifty 
c lies to tlio south of it Ivy tliof jrt of (jwnlior, on the summit 
of a stupendous loek, scarped a.niubt entirely round, and 
2 n 2 
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deemed throughout Indii imprcgntWo Sir F^to Coote, the 
veteran hero of the Canntic, now general in chief m Bengal, 
Ind declared that any attempt to capture it more eapeciaUy 
without eiego gama would be an act of madness But Fop- 
ham had 6 ct this “glorious object,” as he termed it, heforo 
hun, ^and detcmiiued to accomplish it For two montlis ho 
lay about the fortress, maturing his plans with such secrecy 
as to bafUc all 8 U''j i *mn On the night of tho Srd of August, 
the trooj s selected for the assault proceeded under the guid 
ance of Captain Bruce to their destination Tuo compujncs 
of Bcpoys led by fom Furopean oUicers, and followed by 
twenty Enghdi soldiers, applied the scaling ladders to the 
base of tho scarped roch, sattcii foot high, then to a steep 
ascent of forty feet, and, lastly, to a wall of the height of 
thirty feet Captain Brucowith twenty sepoys climbed tip 
the battlements before their approach was subjected Tho 
bewildered gaixison made but a feeble resistaiicc, and, by 
breahof day, the Butish ensign*wa 8 floating (ncr tho re- 
nowned fortress of Gw ahor, while the Mahratta troops fled to 
carry the news to Smdia Tho report of this bnlliant 
achio>emcnt resounded through India, and wi2td out tho 
di<gracc of the "in/anioc« convcnfioa of U urgnum,' ns 
Hastings termed it, and which ho conoideiud “it worth 
crorcs to obliterate” Foplnm was promoted ti> a majority, 
and then Bujicrstdcd by Coloucl Camne, who brought ni 
additional force with him mid not only iiixaikd Jlnlwa, Lot 
threatened Sindia'fl caj tnl lint 01111/ was obliged to f|mt 
Fooiia in haste to att( nd to the defence of his ow » dominions 
and the object of Hnstmgs m this txpcditiou Was fully ne^ 
coinphshcd Curnne, liowcatr, jroatd unejin! to the enter 
1 nso ctitriisled to him, and allowed his *■ irca. to lx? purroiindcd 
by llio cuemy, wbo olbgcd him to retrial, and lnris«id Iiiin 
ot every slip IlnMig nt length protured a t-mall siijply 
of provasions for his Ptar^mg trorps ly foritd lontril utniis, 
Lo called a counul of war to d tiniiim 1 1-, future coiiix 
taj tain Lnicc, w ho w aj fortuiatCly wiih the fuci, urj,id a 
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ncnrl^ cxlniiKlcl, lit was < icnnil'*’riil xvitli r jOf c' , and had 
on1> 2»000 j \ Vd tro* jxi fit U r dut^ j but )ib filt tlic 5m[W)rt- 
oncc cf TnaintTininp liii cnnimnn cntkiit^ iMlli OrMbhnl, 
Nanawa‘»tndta\otiruig;tncajtoff,mitl lie IchA iip n ptronjr['o» 
fitioant IV>o^nr,w Ilf roll' n»i''!‘uiic<lt})en«RaMUof 20 000 ^Inli- 
nitta Verpc foriwodi^fl On tbc lluni, the ILMliuf Dcccnd'or, 
1780, tlicir galhtit n 1 1 »•' itiiil /jcncnl, Kamclitiiidcr Gniiiie«lt, 
waskilk-d, thu onnj bvnmc d ‘'[infei! and lied prccij ifaltU 
^Mthhca^j loin lliflsf uhalftmrrii Jtndnii tlio I rc\ious day 
to God Hnl xNith tlio lo“« of only lldrtetn of hn men, and lio 
Immediately moved down to the »«u| jiort of Colonel Ilnrlley, 
and, oil suncjing the flollof action, txi rc^icil Ins ndmimfion 
of the pidicioHS t'OMiiion he had ch sen. niid the 'nlourof hifl 
troojw Thw aetia all the rcwanl that gallant aoldier c^cr 
received forlufl acluocmcnla In thwwar, lie \va9 immediately 
oftcr eu]icnicded, and the publio f>crMcc di]>n\ed of hta 
talents at the time when thej aNtre^moRt urgently needed 

Ifastinga, alarmed by Iljdirs irruption into 
oodllftiirt Carnatic, coiiRidcrcd it imjiortant to the 

w^iuBto safetj of llritwli intertHta m India to male pcaco 
rcNMi*. 1 81 ^),p Jf^limttas and ho proposed a treatj on 

reasonable tenns, through the raja cf Kagporc, who, was 
still friendly to the Fnglisli though he Imd joiHod the con* 
fedcracy But on heanng of the d(.Btru<.tioo of Bailho's force 
m tho Carnatic, m Scptcnil'cr, 1780, he confriderod ihcir 
alTairs desperate, and hesitated to become mediator, except 
on conditions to avhich tbo Goacnior General would not 
accede Goddard, conceiving that Iho dcsiro for jcaco on^ 
tho part of tho Poona durbar woul 1 bo quickened by an ad- 
aaiico towards Poona, ascended tho ghauts witli a largo 
foico This expedition, which proved to bo a total failure, 
was tho only mistake of his career After having inju- 
diciously taken post*at tho Bhoro gliant, he was incessantly 
1 arrassed by the JIal ratta army, and obliged at length to 
reircstt, whoa bo was ngoroasly t^ltacheel by Hoikar with 
29,000 burse, aud did not reach Bombay witliuut the Iubb of 
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450, kiOed and woundctL The di«comfilnro of this rononmed 
penonl con*. Ji.rcd ly tho Malnntt-is one of their most 
f fgnnl victonc's and it wti a fortonito arcamstince lliat ot 
thi'i cntical pcrioil the tioops of Sindii ehould have l>een en- 
gaged in defcndini* lus own temtonca, many hundred miles 
d stanL This Inauspicious expedition, whicli tcrrainaUd on 
the 23rd of April, 1761, was tho last operation of the ivar, 
although more than a twcircmontli* elapsed heforo the 
conduMoa of peace. 

Amjiewnnit Bcrar, to support appearances with 

•latawniiy h 3 confc Icratcs sent an army of 30,000 liorbo in 
Oclolcr, 1779, under hia son Chimnajte towards 
Cuttact, for the ostensiUo purjiose of invading Bengal, hut 
he endeavoured to conaance nastmgs that Ins intentions 
were not hostile, by prolonging its march for seven months, 
and then employing it in the reduction of a fort m On>sa. 
To relievo Madras from*lhe pressure of Ilyders anaj, 
IlastiugB resolved to aid it by a force from Bengal But a 
body of Bengal sepoys, wbo had recently I'ccn ordered to 
embark atVizagapatara for Madras, objecting to a sea voyage 
on account of^tlicir caste prejudices, had munlercd their 
officers, and committed great outrages To avoid the recur 
rcncc of sucti a scene, Hastings determined to scud the 
Bengal detachment along the coast by land, though the 
distance was seven liundrcd miles, and tho route liy through 
unknown and hostile pro^^nces. This was another of those 
“frantio military exploits’ of Hastings, which served to 
overawe the native princes, and to e^talli h the oscendincy 
of British power Colonel Pearce started with the army on 
the 9 th of January, 1761, and it was on the line of march 
in OrLsa that one Inlf lus force pen heii of cholera, and 
this 13 apparently the first notice which we have of tho esi t 
ence of a disease which has proved the my stenoos scourge of 
the nineteenth centnry Colonel Pearce exjieneuced the 
same friendly support frogi tht, nja of higpore, wluch that 
pnnee had previously given to Goddard. Hastings, with the 
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View of detaching the raja from the confederacy, and ti)hst 
mg him agamst Ilyder, had made him a i^omise of sixteen 
lacs of rupees, of which three hid already been pud Chirfi 
najee was, at this time, m great distress foi money, and 
IlastmgB eagerly embraced the opportunity of offenng the 
remaipder of the sum, on tlie condition of a treatv of alliance, 
which was soon after concluded, with the proviso that 2,000 
of the rajas horse sljould accompany the detachment, and 
act agamst Ilyder “Thus, remarked Hastmgs, with exul 
tation, “have we converted an ostensible enemj into a de- 
clared fnend, and transferred the most formidable meml cr of 
the confederacy, aftei Hydcr, to our own paity, saved Bengal 
from a state of dangerous alarm, if not from actual invasion, 
and'all the horrora of a prcdatoiy war, and have completed 
the strength of Colonel Pcarct e detachment " 
rrestyiPth signal defeat of Siodia by Colonel Oamao 

sinaKUch convinced him that bc^had everything to loso b3 
Ckt,iT8i contest with the English m the heart of his 
dominions, which miglit end m driving him across the Nor 
bndda without land or fnends, ond extinguishinghis mflncjjci 
m the Mabratta commonwealth He accoidiggly mado over 
tures to Colonel Muir, which IlastmgB was hut too happy to 
entertain, and they terramated m a treaty which yvas con 
eluded on the 13tli of October The terntory westbf tho 
Jumna, from which ho Iiad been expelled by Major Popl am, 
was restored to him, wilh thocxcct tionbf the fort of Gu ihor, 
winch was reserved for the ram of Golmu, and he engaged 
to negotiate a treaty between the other belligerents and the 
British govemraent, but, nt nil c^cnt8, to stand neutral* 
Tho treaty gave great umbrage to hana rumuiese partly 
because it acknowledged Sincba ns on independent power, but 
chiefly because this assampiion of the ofllco of plcnij)oU.iitiary 
served to increase Ihs power nod hia importance 

ITastings s anxiety for peace with tho Mahralta 
Bcgency wasquu^cnc^ tho am\al of a Frincli 
onnameut on the coast which, under cxistuig ar- 
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inbaljitants to the most revolting^ crndties, leaving nothing m 
the track of his toldieis bnt burnt and desolated villages 
temJaitKi 111 June, 1773, the J^abob again demanded the 
cBTiiyore, aid of the iladras government to croah the raja, 
he had not, he said, (ulhlled I 13 engagements , 
ten lacs of itipees Tvete still doe from him, and hy had, 
moreover, made appl cation to Hyderand to the Mafarattas for 
Bopport. The Coancfliidjcnled the jffofosterons idea of going 
towar\nthhiinfor arrears Theykne^thathebadexhansted 
histrcasmy to make good the extortionate fine impo«ed on him, 
of vhich he had been enabled to pay five-sixths by mortgag- 
ing his distncls and his jewels to the Dane^ at Tranqnebar, 
and the Batch at Negapataro. As to the overtnrea he had 
made to Hyder and the ifahrattas they remarked that the 
treaty of 1769 had placed him ooder the protection of Hyder, 
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1773,'' deposed the raja anfl made over bis country to tie 
Nabob The Court of Directora, astounded by the report of 
this infamous procecilmg, lost no time m expelling the Presi- 
dent, Mr Wynch, from the sen ice, and ordenng the laja to 
be restored, placing lum for the future under tbe safeguard of 
British honour 

Lent rigot, The vacant chiir at Madras was bestowed on 
SS'ral.'^uui Lord PigoV^wIio had gone out to Madras forty 
Dec 17 5 years before, and, after ha\ji)g risen to the post 
of President, returned to England wth a fortune of foity lacs 
of rupees, and was honoured with an Irish peerage The old 
man was now seized with the mania of going back to Madras 
ns governor He found, on his amval, that the system of 
peculation and extortion bad mtenncdiatdy attained great 
maturity, and ho set himself to the task of cleansing the 
Augean stable, which set the whole settlement m a blaze 
To prevent the restoration of Tanjore to the raja the Nabob 
spared no art or mtngue , lie went so far as to offer a bribe 
of sixty lacs of rupees to the governor lumsclf, if he avould 
only postpone the transfer, but tbe orders of the Court of 
Directois were peremptory, and Lord Pigot proceeded m poison 
to Taiij re, and seated the raja on the throne on the 11th of 
Apiil, 1776, leaving an English gantson for the defence of the 
coontrj But the restoration was no sooner proclaimed tli it 
Mr Paul BciiDeld came forward and asserted tint ho had an 
assignment ou the ro% enues of Tanjorc from the Nabob of six- 
teen lacs of rupees and a claim on the standing crop of scicn 
lacs for sums lent to the husbandmen Nothing can more clcai ly 
demonstrate the total dcmoraliratton of the publ c scrviLC nt 
the Madras Prtsidcntj than thofoct that thisBcnfield, occupy- 
ing an infenor post, not worth more than £00 or 000 rupees a 
month, and kccpingthc grandest equipages at JIailras should 
not c )n«i ler it by afiy means preposterous to assert that ho 
ha I advanced twenty three lacs of rujices on the reicnuts of 
tlie proa nice The Council called fq^ a ouchers, u hicli ho v as 
unable to produce, but ho assured them that the Nabob uaa 
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prepared to admit the obLgntion, of which tlicrc conld 1 e no 
doubt, as the elaim had evidently hetti concocted Ictwcen 
^hoiu to d fraud the Company and the nja \ftcr lon^ 
delibcntioa the Conned, on the 29tli of ilaj, 177C rejected 
the chinL 

ivtp* <nmai Cooncil 6000 rcpcDtcd of thi act of 

diSofivt Virtue TJiej and the other members of die cml 
‘ service were crcditom. of^lhe Nabob to the Citti t 

of a crore and n half of rupees, and they discovered that I v 
rcjectm" the claim of BenCcl 1 they had unpaired the r ho’ 1 
on the revenues of Tanjore The vote u as recons Jered Loid 
Pigot and his fnends strcnnousfy resisted the procccding> 
but a tnajontj of seven to five resolved tl at the ass gi ’uents 
made to Paul BeufiolJ were valid The dispute was mdi.aid 
by other qutstious, and both parlies became inflamed Lord 
Pigot uncoastitntiomlly suspended two of the members of 
Cou jcil and onlered the commandant Sir Pobert Fletcher to 
be placed under arro t Fletcher was the offctr wlitin Ch\k. 
had dLini sed tea years before ditang tlic mutiny of tli. 
oQiccrs m Bengal uhicb he bad fomented bnt whom tl e Court 
of Directors Ind, oat of opposition to Chve re tored to the 
pcjaice The majonty of the Coancil then assumed tht 
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Bumboil, iro- The Btatc of affairs at ^fadns was not at all 

improved hj the appointment pf Sir Thomas 
peb irtA Ilumbold, uho bid been tramed up m the Bengal 
school of corruption, as his successor Ihc Northern Sircars 
fonned the only tcmtoiy from i\hich the Madras Prcauleni^ 
derived an^ revenue, hut the miUtrsilions of the colltctora 
left bul n small portion of it to the state The Court of Di* 
rectors hid, therefore^ been induced to order five of the 
members of Counal to* proceed to the irovmce, and after 
diligent in\ cstigition, to plice the settlement on a satisfactory 
basis Sir Thomas Ilumbold, immediately on his arrival at 
^ludras, cancelled the commission, and ordered the zemindars 
to repair in person to the Presidency, q distance of COO miles, 
tlirougli a country witliout a road The zemindars who wero 
able to afford the cost, were required, on reaching the Presi- 
dency, to transact business with the governor alone, to the 
exclusion of the members of Council The principal zemindar, 

V izirum raj, who was, m fact, a Ibeal prince, pleaded the 
mjury which lus affaire must suffer dtmng his absence, as an 
cseuse for not leaviug his estates But his brother hastened 
to the Presidency, aud having given a bribe of a lac of rupees 
to the governors 6”crctary, "vas appomted devi^n, m spite of 
all his brothers remonstrances, and thus obtame^l the entue 
Cl ntrol and management of the zerauidary Sir Thomas 
Ilumbold hunbelf was found Jo have remitted four lacs aud 
a half of ruj ecs to England after he had been bis months at 
Madias, aud the suspicions to which so large a remittance 
gave rise, were never satifactonly removed 
VTieCantoor The treaty With the Nizam m 1763, had given • 
Smar ills, the reversion of thcGuntoorSircarto theCompany, 
after the death of Lis brother, Banalut Jung That prince, 
w ith Adoiu for the capital of bis little principahty, was am 
bitnusof increasing, his power and terntoiy, and had gra 
dually formed a French corps nnder M Lally, which received 
recruits and supplies through the I ttle scaiwrt of Mootij II > 
Tile Madras goveniment repeatedly remonstrated against the 
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tlioAiyiin nnd to ncutnlizo hw IiOHtilily ft*! a mcmlpr of tJi" 
pmul confederacy Tins fneiidly disposition was likewise 
tUc. di^s<i<ivct5 Iw Irtdtecciitly wide, tU^t Ilj,dLC 
All s ambi ion had led him to Btml tt rnitisio ) to DlIIh and t( 
obtain a suiuiu 1 from the ph mtom of an emoeror confi mri;? 
on 1 im the wh li of the rijdcrabul territories The French 
truipi, uliieh IJ isalnt Juug was constrained to dismiss, were 
jinm diUelj taken into the seirict of the Nirain and tlie 
kiixi ty wlncii tlieirprc^Lnceintln Ueccaini spired n as greatly 
luigrneutcd Sir T liomas llnmbold romons'i itcd with great 
»chcmciicc against this interfeience of the Gomnor General 
in tlic political mo\ omenta of the Madras Ficsidtncy , biittho 
measwre of \i\a tranagrcssiona was now full and \n .Taottar^, 
1781, the Court of Directors after p.i8Sing the seaertst 
censure ou bia conduct, cs|)eJlcd him from the situation 
\vhic1i ho had filled and disgraced for more than two years 
But ho anticipited their decision b> deserting his post and 
rctuinmg to England, as soon asllie warwith llydcr, whicli 
) IS follies had provol cd, was on the eve of bieaking out • 

, _ ^ Before cutciing on tbo nairativo of the second 
II rt« Mysore war m 1<80 a brief lovicw of ITjdei a 
^ * piogrcss, after he bad been consfiamed to mal t 

peice with the Mahiattas in 177^, appears, dcarablc The 
confusion cieatcd m the Mahiatta counsels, ly the murder of 
the joungPeshwa, Narayun Rae, afforded ITydcr an oppoi 
tanity of cnlaigtng his terntones which he was not slow to 
implore In November o! that 3 ear ho subjugated the pnn 
cipality of CooJg winch offcied the noblest resistance, and 
was therctore, treated with mole than ordinary barbaiity*' 
T1 c sum of five ruj ces was offered for the head of each male, 
a id Ilydcr took Ins seat in state to distribute the rewaids 
After 700 heads had thus been paid for, two of surpassing 
beauty were lai 1 at his feet, and he was so staitled by their 
eomtl n^ss as to Older the eaccutioii to cta<5e The circum 
nf3 cB .IS j-j.ww.’ rr ilvs is iekju tti-ecnfj" 

lubtauce lu wiiu,h ho ever exhilnteif any emotion of pity He 
* See Affendix, 
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plirHuett thi« cirrcr of confiiioit witli uniiitcmiptoJ BT3^ce««, 
ami m one sliorj^cnmi nfffi, cxtcmlinf^from Pcplcmbcr, 1773, 
to I cbruary, 1771, recovered all tlie distncls of wliich lie Ind 
been di-»po88c«‘5cd by (Jic Maliratta^, and Btrcngflicntd Ins 
ivottcr »i JlaHlir In 1775, he reduced the fortress of 
Iltllarj, belonging to Ilasnlut Jung, whom lie constrnned to 
imrthaso peace bj the aacnfice of n lac of pagodas lie then 
jroccedtd to extinguish the potror v^iiclt Moran liio, tho 
renowned chieftain of Gooty, had b«.n employed for thirty 
j cars m budding up, and before the end of 177C, had cxlin* 
gnishcd tho indciicndcnce of Savanoor 

ILaghoba, dnnng Ins McissitudeR, had been m 
rrrt«*iiu«;k constant communjcaljon wilh Jl^dcr A)j, who had 
acknowledged his title, and furnished him, from 
time to time, with funds to tho extent of sixteen 
lacs of rupees, receiving in return a confirmation of all the 
temtorics he had roccntly conquctxjd The cahmet at Poona, 
alarmed at hia cucroaclimciits, fotmed an allmocc with tho 
huam, ho] ing, at tho samo time, to demolish all tho hopes of 
Ilaghoba A ^^ah^alta army of 80,000, and o Hyderabad 
army of 40,000, accordingly took the field m 1770, but vrero 
unable to achieve any success Tho invasion was renewed 
tile next }car, but tho general of the Aizam was rendered 
inactiv c by the gold of Ilydcr, and the Mahratta coramandcr- 
in chief wss obliged to retreat in consequence of the dcser» 
tion of ono of hia generals, whom Ilydcr had corrupted with 
SIX lacs of rupees The year 1778 was marked by the most 
active and successful exertions on the part of Ilydcr, and at 
♦the close of it he was enabled to contemplate tho /citdo 
banks of the kistna as the northern boundary of his domi- 
nions In May, 1770, he attacked tlie Nabob of Kurpa, who 
had tided with his opponents in the recent war, and anncied 
all his territories • 

Byder.ne. The rescntmcnt wludi Hyder manifested at 
totiaiion. will, the refusal of the government of JIadras to afford 
ij^Jiria him any m 177J, trhea piv^cd to 
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extrcnuty by tlio M'xhrattis, did not prevent liia rmUnR 
overtures to them, m 1778, but all Ins ^.fferts to esta- 
blish a friendly intercourse were defeated by the nndu-i 
uations of the Nabob, Mahomed Ah Hj der thou turned to 
tho Trench at Pondicherry, where his ciivoj s v ere rccen ed 
with gi eat eagernosa by the governor, M Bcllecombe Tho 
inveterate hostility and incessant invasions of the Mahrattas, 
however, induced him ^ again to court the alliance of the 
English, and he offered his assistance towards tho estabhsh- 
ment of Piughoba at Poona, asl ing, in return, only for a 
supply of stoi-ea and arms, and a small body of tioops, foi 
which he was willing to make a suitable pajment Tho 
proposal, though acceptable both at Calcutta and Madras, 
was not entertained with any degree of cordiality 
^ ^ ^ In the month id which this negotiation was m 

Fonokurrr progress, information was received of the com- 
* ” mtucement of hostihtics between Prance and 

England, and a foroe was soon alter sent against Pondi 
cherry, the fortifications of which had been completely re- 
stored The place was defended by the gallant Bcllecombe 
for ten weeks with great constancy, but capitulated at length 
in the month of October, 1778, when, tbd gariison nas 
permitted to maicli out with all the honours of war The 
governor of Madras, in announcing this success to Hydcr, 
offered to renew the negotiations, and to place a resident at 
Ins court, but intimated, at the same time, his intention to 
send an expedition to capture Mahe Tins was a small Froi ch 
settlement on the Malabar coast, through winch Hyiler hud, 
for three years, been in the habit of reccivmg recruits and* 
supplies of every descnption from Europe, and tho continued 
occupation of which by his Trench allies was to him a matter 
of great miportance He replied that ho considered all tl o 
foreign scttlcmeutSf Englisli, rrench and Dutch, equally 
ander his protection , that he should support the French 
gam&on ith all Ins strength, and rctahato any attack by au 
m^a‘'loa of tho Carnatic Hydcr^ troops accordingly as- 
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siFted m the defence of the foit, and Ins colours were hoisted 
side by side wjtli tliose of the French, but the place sur 
rendered m March, 1779 Iljderdid not di8^i«:e Ins resent 
meat from tlie goreraor of Madras, and the tone of his , 
commiuucations created bO much alarm as to uiduce Sir 
Thomas Rumhold to send the celebrated missiomry, Swartz, 
to allay his feelings, and to sound bis di!>position Hjder 
received the missionary with great rospect, but nothing was 
gamed by the mission except the most unequivocal evidence 
of bis hostility 

nyaerjoini While Hydera feehngs were thus exasperated 
uiecoafedcracy against the Madras authorities, ht rtceived m« 
telhgence that Colonel Harper, who had been 
sent to take possession of Guntoor, was marching through the 
provmco of Kurpa, which he had recently conquered, with 
out eveu asking his permission His indignation was roused 
to the highest pitch, and he dedared that he would neither 
allow an hughsh force to occupy Guntoor, or to protced to 
Adoni and lus ofQcers were ordered to resist the pmgiess 
of Colonel Harper by an armed force Bosalut Jung was 
likewise obliged, by the menaces of n>der and of the Nizam, 
to request thal the march of the English troops mi^ht be 
countinuanded, and tbe sircar restored, but with thi» re* 
quest the Madras Govemraent did not see fit to comply 
Meanwhile, an envoy arnxed at Senngapatam from Poona, 
to represent that Hjder, equally with the Mahrattas, had 
reason to complain of the bicacli of their engagements by the 
English Government, and to request him to join the con 
•federacy which had been formed to expel them from India 
The Maliratta ministers offered to adjust all their differences 
with him, to rchnquish all claims for arrears of chout, to 
limit lus future payments to eleven lacs of rupees a jear, 
and to confirm the grants of territory ujf to the Kistiia, made 
by Raghoba Hydor accepted those proposals with aiiditj, 
and agreed to put forth lus whole strength for the exter* 
miuation of the British power A few moiitJ after, fcir 
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Tlionias Rumtold sent Mr Grey to Senngapatam to offer an 
alliance with the Mysore state, but he wag treated with 
studied indignity, and informed that the offer of friendship t 
came too late Osman Ilyder s minister, m the course of 
the discussions took occasion to remark that he had been at 
Madras and had seen how the English treated their allies 
“ Mahodied Ah he said, shewed me several letters ho had 
received from the King pf England but he complained of the 
lacs of pagodas which each one had cost him 
nyder'i pre- many months Ilyder had been making pre* 

paretonifbr parations for war on the largest scale, super 
war 1780 mteniling every arrangement m person, though 
then in his seventy eighth year, and by the end of June, had 
equipped the most efficient force ever collected under the 
standard of a native prince It cons eted of 00 000 horse an I 
foot, a largo propoition of which had been trained and was 
commanded by European officers It was supported by a 
powerful artillery, directed by European science and skill, 
aud 1 IS comiuissanat was admiiably organized by a brahmin 
of the name of Poornoa At Madras no preparation was 
made to meet the coming storm In a epiiit of infatuation 
which has no parallel m our Indian history, tl!b momhus of 
government refused even to acknowledge tl e danger, and 
tl 0 idea of an invasion became the topic of ndiLiiIc The 
Piesidoiit informed the Court of Directors with pccuhar satis 
faction that the country was m perfect tranqiiilhtj, and that 
there was “the greatest prospect that this part of India 
w uld remain quiet’ Even so late as the 17th of Jtilv 
uhilc Ilyder was advancing throngh the passes tl c com 
nauder in chief declared that allapj rchcnsious ncrc ground 
IcfeS 

iirifft m. These illnsions were speed li dispelled ITjdcr, 

9n ih«c«rTu c. liaviiiff ccAnplcted the equipment of his amiv. and 

lOthJuy Usd , , * , . . 1 . ^ 

ordered praj ers for its socccss to t>e put u| m (no 
m sqiics and offerings to be made in the Hindoo temrhs, 
burst on tin. Cumatic, tlirough the t/hangama |aBS, on the 
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20th of July, 1780, and his progress was marked by the 
blaze of towns»and villages He appeared anxious, on tins 
•occasion, to exhaust all the resources of cruelty which a 
mind never sensible to pity could suggest The wretched 
inhabitants wore required to euugrate to Mysore with their 
flocks and herds, and those who lingered about thqjr home- 
steads, were mutilated without discnnnnation With the 
exception of four forts held by four jEnghsh lieutenants everj 
fort, as far as the Coleroon, was surrendered by the com- 
mandants of Mahomed Ali, whom Hyder AU had corrupted 
The increduhty of the Council was at length dispelled by the 
annonneement that his troops had surrounded Conjeveram, 
only fifty miles from Madras But it was not till black 
clouds of smoke were seen m every quarter from St Thomas’s 
Mount] distant only nme miles from Madras, that any order 
was issued for the movement of troops to repel the enemy 
Tho mam body of the Spt>^b army encamped at the Mount 
was about 5,300 strong, and the force sent to occupy Gun* 
toor, now commanded by Colonel Baillie, amounted to about 
2,800 men It was of tbc last importance that a junction 
should be at opco effected of these two bodies, but Hyder 
bad laid siege to Arcot, winch contained the few militaty 
stoics which the Nabob po<:scssed, and, after a succession of 
distracted councils at Madras, it was determined to make an 
cffoit to rcheve it Sir Hector Miinro, tbc general in chief, 
therefore, proceeded to Conjeveram, and Colonel Bailhe, who 
bad ami ed within twenty five miles of Madras, as ordered 
to make a circuitous march of fifty miles to join him. 

* Colonel Bailhc had reached the banks of tho 

nwT^awnu, * CortcJla, ibcD Dcirl^ drj, but biblc to be swollen 
* bj mountain torrents, on the 2jth of August, and 

imprudcntlj encamped on the northern JianL On that night 
tho stream became impr'sablc, and ho was unable to cross it 
before the 4tli of September Hyder immediately despatched 
bis son, Tippoo, with liio flower of Lis army and eighteen 
guns, to arrest the progruM of tlus brigade. Tippoo 
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whole of the Mysore army. It was m vain that his men 
performed prodigies of valour, and repeatedly stormed the 
*battcnes The enemy Lad chosen their positions with great 
skill, and ponred in a destmctiTe 6re The Enropean soldiers, 
thoa^h they had snstamed thirteen attacks, and were redneed 
to 300, still called out to be led against their assailants , bnt 
Baillie Tefiiicd to sacrifice the lives of these hrave men, and 
lield out a flag of tnice They bad sooner laid down their 
arms, however, than Iljder's men mshed upon them, and 
would have butchered the whole body, if the French officers 
had not interposed to save them Of 8G officers, 70 were 
falkd or wounded, and tlic whole army, with all its store's, 

1 aggago and eqiupmcDts was totally and irretricmbly lost, 
hir lltctor Munro’s force was only two jniles distant at the 
tune, and if he had came op donng the engagement, the 
defeat would have been tamed into a victory, and the for 
tunes of the war completely changed. Oa the following day 
lie threw his heavy guns into the great tan}^ or pond, at 
Conjeveram, and retreated m haste and disorder to Jfadra^, 
hotly piiTBued by the enemy, and losing baggage at evpiy 
turn And tliys terminated m disaster and disgrace, tius brief 
campaign of twenty-one days, in which the heroism of the 
men forroi’U a melancJjoly contrast to the utter lacoinpctcncc 
of their generals 

ii«« I ener- vc«sel wa^ immediately dispatclicd to Calcutta 
ptik B>ea»u«», With information of the disaster Tothecinbar- 
‘ rasoment of a war with the Mahrallas was now 

ndled a war with Hyder, which liad commenced with the 
grcntc'^t reverse the ^gli^h anns had hitherto sustained in 
India. Blit never did the genius of ITastings appear to more 
adi antage than m this emergency “ \U my hopes'* I e 
wrote, “of aggrandizing the British name and enlarging tfio 
intcre«its of the Componj, have given instant place to the 
more urgent call to support the existtnce of l*oth in the Car. 
natic, nor did I hc«itat«ka moment to abandon my own news 
for such an object," Mr \\hiteini, the governor of Malra5> 



392 cooTT TArES tiie coinrAKP at srADUAS [[cnAi> 

who liad persisted in retaining Guntoor, “ifter lie had received 
orders from Calcutta to restore it, was suspended from Ins 
office to tbe great satisfaction of tbe settlcincnt, tbongli, aj. 
Hastings remarked, “the creature made some show of resist 
nnce All the troops which could be spared were immediately 
despatched, together with fifteen lacs of iilpces, for tl e sole 
use of Hhe army, and not as a cir il supply , and such was the 
energy displayed on th\s occasion, that the whole embarkation 
and all the measures projected for so great an occasion, were 
completed within three netks The veteran, fcir Eyre Oootc, 
had succeeded Sir John Clavermg, as commander m chief in 
Bengal, and was solicited to proceed to Madras and rcstoio 
the honour of the Butisb name He was now advanced m 
j cars, and feeble m health, but he would not dtcime tins lion- 
ourable summons to the scene of his carl^ tmimphs But 
the boldest measure which Hastings adopted at this crisis, 
was to stop the Company 8 investment, and app1> tho funds 
to the expedition. L\cn this provision, lion crer, was found 
to be insufllcient It n as a subject of exultation, that during 
tho eight >cars of Ins administration, ho had not only dig* 
charged debts to the extent of a crorc and a half of rupees, 
lut rcplomshcd the trcasuiy with double that sum, it was, 
thcTCforc, wrth no ordinarj chagnn that ho was now obliged to 
hare recourse to a loan 

Ocfcnceof Sir EjTo Coole reached Madras on the 5th of 
WMjewun. November, and found tl o equipment of tlie army 
80 wretched, and the difficulty of ol taming draft 
and carnage cattle m a country swept ly hostile cavalrj bo 
great, that it was the 17th of January I eforo Jic %\ is able to * 
move Ins army Iljder bad resumed the eicgt of Arcot, and 
Its email Furopean garrison, after bold ng out for ws ueeks, 
u as obliged to retire to tfc® otadcl winch Ch% c had defended 
for fiftj dajs But tho Nabnba brahmin comnmndant, 
under llj dor’s influence, spread a ejint of dsaffection 
among tbe native troops to such an intent that tl e Fun jKan 
olTccrs had no aUcmatire but to ca] itulatc Iljdnr was si 
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Ihc same lime cn^^ed in be^iegiop fire other forts one of 
«'hich, andcwi'h, was defended by Lieutenant Flint and a 
hrothoroOiccr, with si eh romantic Talour and sneh mnitaryskiU 
that the s ego became one of the most honourable cponts of tho 
war This distinjnished otGccr, however, received no otlicr 
reward for lus eminent scmccs but the applause of Sir Ej re 
Coote, whose admiration of the resources which had b«n era- 
ploa ed knew no bounds The Court of Directors refused even 
to promote him to the command of a company Soon after, 
Sir Fjto Coote revived the drooping «pirits of the army ly 
the capture of Caraagolly, which Iljder had fortified nith 
great care 

Pafeofr^rto On the 8th of February, the gene*nl marched 
southward to CuddaJore where he was subjected 
to the most mortifjingcmbarTa«'«ment for supplier 
which bo could receive oolp by «e3 The hostile armies re 
mamed inactive for four |nonth« Coote unable to more for 
want of provi ions, and Hyder dreidin" an encounter with 
liim On the 18th of June, Coote attacl ed the fortified and 
well proTi loned temple of Chainmbnim but met with n 
repnl e Hj d^r was elated by Ibis his first succe s against 
the ren iwned EngL h commander, and rc«tolved to nsk a 
general en^gement. Though on the verge of eigh^, ho 
marched up to Cuddalore a hundred miles m two days and a 
half, and took up a strong position m its neighbourhood 
which he began to fortify Coote ignorant of the nature or 
strength of the enemv's works, resolved as his last resource 
to eally forth and attack them Hu> battenng guns were «ent 
on board the ve«s«.I lying off the town, together with et^rr 
other impediment, and the troops marched to the a^eault 
with the remaining proTi.Km<», enoo^ onlv for four days on 
their backs. After advancmg a hUle d stance, Coote per 
ceived a road which Hvder had been cuttmg through tlio 
sand hills the previons m^t, and immediately pushed hia 
detachments through the^pm the teeth of a heavy cannon 
nde. After a long and arduous engagement, of six hours 
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diinfion, tlio valour of the Bntiih troops rxae rownr led by ft 
complete victorj, with the loss of only 100 fiicn The result 
of the action was moat decisirc ITyder, a' ho had loJt 
10,000 soldiers, abandoned his designs on Tnchinopol^, and 
Tippoo raised the siege of Wandewaali, winch the gallant 
I lint B^iU continued to defend 

rattle of The Bengal bngado sent down the coast nndcr 

roiuiore,»nh CoIoncl Pes^cc, liadbccnrccniitcd after the ha\oc 
An*, 1 «i (jjjniera ^,,,1 reached Piilicat, forty miles 

north of Madras, m July, 1781 If} dcr detached Tippoo with 
a large force to mtcrcopt it, and Cootc marched 1 50 miles from 
Porto Novo to fonn a junction with it, which he effected on 
the 2nd of \uguat A similar movement, even with less 
foresight and aigour on the part of Sir Hector Slunro m 
tho preceding year, would hare saved Caillics army from 
destruction II}der had unaccountably allorrcd Cootc to 
march through the country without, that obstruction which he 
could ha\e offered at every step, but he determined to mahe 
up for his neglect by opposing his return with great vigour, 
and advanced with the whole of the Mysore army to the spot 
where, a twelvemonth before he had extcnninatcd Bailhc a 
force He considered this a most fortunate spot for another 
battle, and his astrologers predicted a certam Victory, if it 
took place on the same lucky day of the same lunar month 
the 11 th Ramzan, or the 27tb of August The engagement, 
called after the ncighbounng village, Polltlore, lasted through 
out the day, but the result was doubtful, both parties finng 
a salute for victory The action cost Hyder 2 000 men, * 
while the loss on the side of the English was about 400 
The next day, Cootc s army was employed in the melancholy 
duty of interring the remains of Colonel BaUhe s detachment 
m the same graves witih their own dead Vellore, one of 
the few fortresses left to the Eogl sh, was at this tune 
straitened for provisions and the commandant represented 
the impossibility of holding out amfess he was rcheied 
Coote advanced to raise the sage, and Hyder marclicd to 
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Pwtjpf prevent the attempt. The anmes met n^ain for 
^utca "~a the thiftl time dam^ the year at Solingfur, on the 
^ 27th of September 1781 Ilvdor having come 

to the conclusion tint Coote conid not, or would not'*attacfe 
him on tint day, had alloired lus cattle and the dnrere and 
followers to d sperse and the rapid movemeat of the fntish 
columns took him by surprise Coote obtained a complete 
Tictoij, which owing to lua ad^nlr»llf•dJ^po?:l{IDns involved 
the loss of only 100 men, while that of the Jfysore army 
exceeded a 000 "Within a few days however, Vellore was 
again reduced to extremity for «uppl os, and though the mon- 
soon had set in Coote made three forced marches and pror 
visioned it for three months Ilyder did not venture again 
to attack him, and the Bnu«h army soon after retired into 
cantonments at Madras, after a campaign in which all the 
plans of Ilyder were bafQcd by the consiimmatc strategy of 
Coote, and Coote s expcctatjoos were defeated by the wretched 
state of his equipments and the total ab^enco of a commis«anat. 
ifrraitiaftcm The question of fiUiug op lbs vacant chair at 
^raer ef ifadras DOW Came np before the Court of Directors. 

llSl Y *1- t « r f i 

In tlje bnef penod of seven yean, two governors 
had been dlS^u^scd by them aodonesn'^pended by Hasting<s 
for gro«s mistonduct, and a fourth had been deposed by Ins 
own Counal and died in confinement The service wa<» 
thoroughly demoralised and it was therefore determined to 
try the expenmont of placmg the government m the hand& 
of a new man uncontamiinted with the general corrnption, 
and a stranger to all local assoaations who m ght be expected 
to bring d gmtv to the office, and restore vigour to the ad 
imnistrati n The cho ce fell on Lord Jlacarteny a nobleman 
of much political expencnce and imbued with a lugh sense 
of honour He reached Madras onrfbe 2’nd of June and 
brought the first intell gcnce of the declaration of war with 
the Dutch. Their pnncipal settlement on tl e coast at Nega 
patam ICO mil s south of Madras was at the tune gamsonea 
bj a bodj oi 0 oOO troops, and Ilyder \b lost no tune in 
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opening nogotntions vrith tlio chief, winch resulted in a 
treaty on the ln<?is of mutual co operation against the English 
lord Macarteny was anxious to present this formidahlc 
ncccs»on to the resources of Hyder, oncl resolved to attacl the 
tonn, ^\hilc he was able to reckon upon the nssistancc of the 
fleet, before the approaching change of the monsoon ‘Vi ithoiit 
abstracting a single soldier from the army of Sir E^rc Coote, 
who discountcnanccd«the expedition, ho drew together a force 
from Tanjoro and Jladras, and placed it under the command 
of Sir Hector JIunro The fleet contnbiited o large bod^ of 
Captor* of marines and seamen, to whoso steadiness and 
^eeJ^■^^ra gallantry the early surrcndci of the jlacc was 
Trinc^uits chiefly owing It fell on the 12th of November, 
”**■ and a\as found to contain, in addition to a large 

quantity of military stores, two annual investments of great 
•value In the following Januatj, Tnucomalce, tho noblest 
harbour in tho island of Ceylon, ,was also wrested from the 
Dutch, 

AmaiKmnt The pressure of events on the coast forced the 
question of the Carnatic revenues oa the considera 
i«i tion of the government at Mai^s and Calcutta 

The heavy expenses of the war fell excli sivoly on the Com 
pany s treasury , tho province itself coutiibuted nothing to its 
own defence, aa the Nabob and his creditors absotbed the 
little revenue which was raised While the troops of Coote 
were on half rations, the officers of tho Nabob were selling 
the provisions collected for their support, and remittmg the 
proceeds to his private purse AH his efforts were directed to 
impede, and often to counteract the movements of the Bntish 
troops Not a single soldier in lus pay was sent to Coote 8 
camp while his officers betrayed every fort to the enemj 
and 1 13 own brother made over tlie fortress of Chundcrgirce to 
Hyder, with all tfie gram stored m it — for a considcration- 
Iheveuahty and pohtical profligacy of the Nabobs court, 
unmatcl cd in India, was the con^ant theme of Coote s in- 
dignant remonstrance The nuisance became at length m* 
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BUpjwtiMe, and the ^l<lbob» after n’pcated evasion'*, ‘waa 
constramed to resign the revenues of the Carnatic for a 
pp/iod of fire year*, at the least, with a reservation of one- 
MXth for his personal cspenditurc and for hLS creditors^ 
DffeMef Colonel Bratliwaitc, who had a'ssiated at the 
hegapatam, was 8ubsequi.ntb cm- 
ewny I {lo^ed in csta^shing the ^ahobs aulhorfty m 
Tanjore, which Tippoo had been sent to ravage The 
Colonel ws encamped on the banks of the Colcroon, when, 
owing to the treachery of his guides who were all m the paj 
of the enemy, he was surprised by Tipjxjo, with 20,000 horse 
and foot, and 20 guns The valour and constanev of Bntish 
troops have seldom been more conspicuous than on this 
occasion Dunag twenty sir hours of anrcraittcil 
conflict they sustained without flinching the repeated charges 
of the Mysore horse, and the fire of Ihcir cannon, but sunk, 
at length from wounds and exhaustion, and would have been 
annihilated by the troops Sf Tippoo, but for the generous 
exertions of the rrciidi officers, whoappreciated their heroisin 
This di aster wascountcrbalanced by avictory ontbe oppo«ito 
coast Tclhchcrry, a fortiQed factoiy, and the only Engl sh 
possession in MVibar, had sustained a s ego of eighteen 
months by a ^y ^orc force Early in February, the gamsen, 
which bad bei.n reinforced, made a sortie, and captured 1,200 
of the enemy, together with all tbcir baggage, equipments, 
and CO pieces of cannon The reierse thus iiifl cte<l on 
Hyder emboldened the conquered Natrs to rise throughout 
tht, province, and created a violent reaction m Coorg * 

T TUn • do, Iljdcr began to give way to despondency He 

irondenej hid becn foiled m every cngagemciit with Sir 
Ejto Coote in which he was not signally defeated 
He was dccencd, as be supposed, by^lus French alhcs who 
had engaged to come to his a«sktance, but had failed him for 
twenty months The revolt, kindled on th western coast, 
might extend to his capita! The Govt.mor General had tuc- 
cceded m detaching Sindia, and the htizam and Bhonslaa from 
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tlio corifedcracj, and tbo Poona durlnr now threatened to 
unitn with tlie Engliali, and compel him to jicccde to a peace 
winch would dfipn\c him of all tUe advaatagea of the wa.r^ 
unlo'^a he consented to resign to them the territones he had 
acquired betw cen the Toombudra and the kistna, and ibaiidnn 
all claims on the poligara south of lint river lie dis 
biudcEod his feelings to hi£» minister, Poomea He lamented 
his folly in having provoked a war with the Lnghsh There 
were, he admitted, inutQal grounds of dissatisfaction, but still 
he might have made them hia friends notwithstiiidiug the 
mtngucs of the wretched Nabob “The defeat of many 
Bratliwaitcs and manj Baillies,” he said, “will not crush 
them I may rum their resources by land, but I caunot diy 
op the sea, and I must be exhausted by u wor in which I 
can gam nothing by fighting” Ho resolved therefore, to 
abandon all operations m the Carnatic, and to coucontrato Ins 
efforts on the western coast Ho had issued instructions for 
the entire destruction of ibi) districts on the Coromandel 
coast, that he might leave no vestige of human habitation 
behind him, and had ordered the defences of Arcot to bo 
undermined, when all these gloomy forebodings were at once 
dissipated by the appearance of the long Cxpected Trench 
armament on the coast ^ 

iTcnch expeai Early IQ 1781, the French government made 
Lon. 1 81 aa preparations for the despatch of a powerful fleet 
and army to India, under the command of t! e veteran Bussy, 
but the capture of two succcssiveconvoys by Engl sh enuzers 
retarded the execution of the plan The first division at 
length reached the Mauritius, and was at once sent forvvarih- 
to the Coromandel coast The death of the admiral dunng 
the voyage gave the command of the fleet to Suffrein, an 
officer of extraordinary enterprise and resources lie made 
the coast off Pulicat woHi twelve sail of the hue and eighteen 
transports, as Admiral Hughes was returning m January, 
1782, from the capture of Tnncomalee Hughes, who had 
only SIX vessels with him, was fortunately reinforced by three 
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others Trliich hod arnved from Englaiid, and bore down 0 n the 
French squadron, and auccecded m cultrn,; oft sii of the 
transports The action was indecisive, and Suffrcin proceeded 
to Porto Soto, where he landed 2,000 French soldjcrs and 
1,000 Africans Soon after, Hjder had an interview nath the 
French commanders, when it was determined to attempt tho . 
reduction of Onddalore, and await the arrival of Bujsy for 
larger operations The extensive fortifications of that place 
had been incaulionsly left m charge only 400 sepoys and 
file artillciymen, and it snrrendered without any show of 
resistance A few weehs after, tho important post of 
Pcrmacoil was captured by Iljdcr On the 12th of Aprd, 
there was a second action betaveen the fleets, bat without 
any decisive result, and both the admirals were obliged to 

retire and refit tlieir disabled vessels 

Cooto began now in liis turn to despond, ho 
"T considered the aspect of affairs, not onlt erobar- 
Jim,!!!. but ervii desperate In the hope of bring- 

ing on a general action, he marelied to WanJewash, which 
was besieged by tho uaitcd aimics of the French and of 
Hi der, bat they rclnscd the elialltnge, and retired to Pondi- 
ebem M ith Slio view of drawing them from tho position 
Wlncii they had strongly fortified Coote dctcnnined to at- 
tempt tie capture of Amec, the chief depot of Iljdcrm tho 
southern proiiiicee. Tippoowa. scat to protect it, and an 
en-a-imeiit ensued on tho 2nd of Jnne, tho only result el 
winch a as llie captun. of one gun and eleven tumbnls, while 
ffvlcriias enabled to aecoioplish his object of rescuing Ins 
.treasun, and stores trem danger Sir weeks after, he drew 
a young nCiccr, who had been entrnsted a.lh a largo detach- 
ment, into an ambil-odc, envclued It with ha caiailry. mid 
mil cted on It the loss of two guns and 1 CO men. 
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other iCSiiU than to defeat the\»e\^Bof the French on that 
town SniTrcin retired to Gaddalorc where ho repaired the 
damage lua fleet had sustained avilh increifihlc speed and 
energy, and then sailed soatlwards Lonl Sfacartnoy hacY 
Tccci'cif intcliigcnco that a second Fiench force had am%ed 
at Point dc Galle, and that Bussy himself wag immediately 
espcctixl on the coast He began to tremble for the safety 
both of Negapatam and Tnncomalco, and urged Admiral 
Hughes to follow thc1t?rcncli fleet with all expedition Cut 
the energy of that officer by no means corrcsiiondecl with his 
b 1 ill and coniagc, and he was, moreoTcr, jealous of any in 
tcrfcrcncc avith hia command, and m tins instance did not 
hesitate to sacrifice the mtercelaof his country to his own 
capiicc Suilrcm hastened to Galle, embarked the force of 
2,400, which had recently arrived, and lauded them at Trm 
comalee The ROge was pusJ>ed wjtJj c'iirac't^tiary r;g??ar, 
and the garrison was obliged to capitulate on the Slst of 
August, though on the most honoursblc terms jpour days later 
the dilatory Hughes looked into the harbour, and saw the 
Trench colours flying on the rampails The next day wit- 
nessed the fourth action between the two fleets, but though 
it lasted throughout the day, it terminated hto all which bad 
preceded it, without any result The approach of darkness 
separated the combatiats This was the last and the se- 
verest naval engagement of tbo jear, wluch n-as marked as 
much hy the exertions of the fleets, as by the inactivity of the 
aimics 

II Hughes returned to Madras, and an- 

u bay isth nouuccd the DCCCBBity of proceeding- forthwith tlx,, 
y lour 1782. Bombay to refit bis vessels, which had kept the 
aca during the monsoon of 1781, and Ind sustained serious 
damage m four successive general actions Tlie goicmor 
repicscnted to hun< th^ desperate condition to which the 
interests of the Company would be reduced by his departure, 
and earnestly pressed him to remain Hyder, ho said, was 
master of the Carnatic, thcposscwion of Tnnt-onj-Jeo nould 
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Tptiopjadc moTcmcnt ho considered a grc'it misfortune, but 
it proved the silvation of Ins army On toe lOtb of No* 
rember Tippoo o^crtook the retiring force, which con<> 
straincckto fijht evoiy step of its march, and arrived at dusk 
( u the banks of the Paniani , but, rcgirding tlicm as a sure 
"nd easy prey, he neglected to watcJi their movements, and 
the colonel, having discovered a ford, passed his whole army 
over under co^cr of tlie night, and reached tho town of 
Paniani the next day *On the 29th of November Tippoo 
made an assault m four columns on the British aimy, butwas 
dnven backwitli great loss He then determined to bloci ode 
tho force, and wait tho arrival of hi3 hcaiy equipnicnta, 
when, on the 12th of December, his whole army was seen to 
strike its tents and march off to the eastward A dromedary 
Peaihefit ii«T had amvcd tho preceding evening with 

TitPeesmb^r Intel) gcnco of tbc death of H^der Ah His 
* **• health had been dcchniQi* during the year, and his 

end was hastened by the fatigues of tlie field IIo died at 
the advanced age of eight}, leaving behind him the ropnta* 
tion of one of the ablest, most cntcrpneing, and most sue* 
cessful adventurers in the modem history of India 
iiydtr'* aestii Poomea, a Mahratta brahmin, the ablest of 
concealed 1782. Hyders tuiuistcrs, in conjunction wiUi liis distin- 
guished colleague, Kishen Rao, a Canaresc brahmin, assumed 
the management of affairs, and acted with consummate pra 
dence Tippoo, the son nod Buccessor of Hyder, wis four 
hundred miles distant, and an Asiatic army, depnved of its 
head, always becomes a scene of intrigue and confusion 
Hyder s death was therefore carcfnlly concealed in the camp * 
The body was embalmed and sent tinder an escort to the capi- 
tal as It had been usual to dwpatch chests of valuable plunder 
All answers to letters were issued, and all orders publisl ed m 
his name, and his bloscd palanqmn, with tho accustomed 
retinuo moved out at the usual hour from the canvasinclo 
sure of ills tent Tippoo, on receiving infefi gence of h a 
father’s death, immediately abandoned tlicwLstcru campaign, 
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and hastened to join the annyon the Coramandel coast r-hidi 
he reached on the 2nd Jannaiy The troops were gratified 
*0y the pajmeat of arrears, and a liberal donative , the minis- 
ters who had cpamtained the royal authontv at thn? diEcult 
cnas were confirmed m office and Tippoo at once sncceeded 
to the coEunand of a splendid array of 100 000 men ^d to a 
treasury filled with three crores of rapee®, besides an seen 
rnnlation of jewels and valuables, which Poomea declared to 
be of conntle^s va’ae 
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tcntion to tlie cspuLion of the English force from the western 
prorinccs, justlj fearing lest the> should be transferred to 
Hie Mahrattas, w horn Hastings was urging to attack him 
Gcncml 'Mattheirs, instead of concentrating his foro^ which 
did not exceed 1 COO, at the most defcDBiWo jiojnt, fntleredit 
avmj m small detachments and the trooiv> m ere allowed to 
deperse over the countrj m search of plunder iJcdnoro 
Was, how ei cr, defended with great ,valour, and it was not 
sorreiidi-rcd till it had become a hca'p of ruin«, and farther 
reactance was hopeless Tho capiluhtion wis iiolated as 
usnal, and tho men and ofliccis were marched off m irons, 
and consigned to dungeons Tippoo fired a salute for tins 
lu3 first victory o%cr the Engli«h troops, and then descended 
to the coast and mi csted Mangalore, the siege of which is 
One of tho most memorable events of the war The strength 
of tlo garrison, at the commencement of it was onl^ l,8o0, 
while tho investing force under Tippoo amounted to 100,000 
wtli 100 guns The cotnmand of the fort had devolved eo 
Colonel Campbell of the 42nd Highlanders, and a brighter 
name is uot to be found to the annals of Bnti h India. It 
woull exceed the limits whicli can be a.i'signcd to this mes 
morable conflicf in this bncf epitome, to cater into any detail 
of tJie 6ieg» or to describe how General ifrrJeod who was 
twice sent to relieve it, was on each occasion cajoled by 
Tippco and left his ta«k mconipletc, and how an intermediate 
conicution was disgracefully violated and tic privations of 
tlio brave garrison nugmenfed It may be sufficient to state 
that the colonel and his troops defeuded the place for nine 
months with un urpa«s«l resolution again t tl c whole army 
of Tippoo and did not cajHtuhtc until their number was re- 
duced to 6o0, and tIio«e mere ‘•keletoos * 

Whilst Tiwwo was tlws wa«tmg his strength 

rrecrws of y_ •L. y , 

coii»>4 fuJm and his reputation in a siegb which cost him half 
^ his army, tl e absence of a Mysore army from the 

southern pro\ mces, and Jhe peace with France enabled tho 
Madras government to send a powerful force across the Fe- 
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lunsul'd into the heart of Uysoie Tins able plan was 
devised and executed by Golond Pollarton* who had em- 
braced the military profusion late in life, but exhibited 
talents a very high order, and would have brought the 
war with Tippoo to an honourable termination, if he had not 
been thwaited by the folly of the Madras authoiities His 
force cdnsisted of 13,600 men, but the native poition of it was 
twelve mouths in arrears On the 15th of November, be 
captured the renowned fortress of Palghaut, and on the 2Cth 
occnpicd Coimbatoor , on the 28tb, he had made every pre- 
paration for an immediate advance on Senngapatam, while 
the MjBore army was detamed before Mangalore Ttie 
capital was within hia grasp, but before night he rcccired 
orders not only to suspend opciations, but to rchnquisl all 
tho distnots bo had occupied To explain this singular ro» 
quisitioD, it 19 to be remarked that nliilc Hnsiings was 
engaged in urging tho Mahrattas, in accordance vith tlio 
t»aty of Salbje, to compel Tippoo to make pcaco on pain 
of hostihties, Lord Macartenj, in dcfianco of tlio prolubtion 
of tho Supreme Government, to which, on such questions, ho 
was entirely subordinate, opened negotiations with Tippoo, 
and by a singular infatuation, voluntarily agreed to a sus- 
pension of arms till a reply was received So ignorant was 
the Governor of Sladras of natiic habits, ns not to know that 
any direct offer of peace to n native piincc, rtudered peace 
on honourable terms impossible Tippoo took no notice of 
the proposals for three months, and then sent one of the 
most astute of Ins officers to cozen tho President and Council 
at hladras After a month passed in Jesuitical djlomacj, 
the envoy proposed tint two gentlemen should be deputed to 
Tippoo to expedite the negotiations The silly Council 
swallowed the bait, and fvcnafhnncd that this was a proposal 
winch exactly met their wislies The object of lijpoowas 
gainctl, and he was thus cnallcdto represent at cverj durbar 
in India that the Fnghsh government had sent commissioners 
all tho wav from Madras to Mang.^orc to suo for jM.act It 



^EGOTI^Tlo^s wrm Tirroo 409 

^18 at tins period and tinder tho influence of this ogcn% that 
the comnua loiiars instructed Colonel Fulhrton to susjicnd 
hostilities, and evacuate h»s conquests t lut he had just 
heard of the perfihous violation of the contention >f ilan 
pa!ore,and though ho ceased to prosecute tlieuar, dotcnniiicd 
to retain the diaJrjcts he had conquered rjscussionssoonaftcr 
arose hetuoen the uuoy of Tippoo end the conimissioncn), 
rigaidmg- tJic release of the pnsonero and the surrender of 
MangnI re, a\hich ^^e^e referred to Lord Slncartiicy On the 
8th of Doccnibor the Council met and rciievrcd their position, 
their finances were ruinctl, tlieir credit n os broKcn, and the 
confitonco of the Supreme Goacrnmeiit wns gone But, 
instu 1 of ordering Colonel Fullirton with his powcifiil army 
to j uah on to Tij jx)o & capital, while he was occupied ot Man 
galore, and end tl e war by one bold strol e, they directed lum 
to rclu qiiisli all Itis conquests, and retire withm the limits 
aihich tlicy ircscribcil altjiough lippoos oITiccrs liadMolatcd 
thoir cngigLHionts, and retained all the districts they hid 
ONcrrun in tie Carnatic, which they were equally bound to 
e^ncuatc The mi»3ion3ry Swartz met Colonel Fullarton at 
the foot of the ghauts as he was marcliing back, and e\ 
claimed with astonishment, “ Is the peace bo certain that you 
qnit all bcferc the ncgoti ition is ended The possession of 
these two countries would ha^e kept Tippoo in awe, and m 
dined hun to roasonahlc terms But you qii t the icins, and 
how will you manage thobcasti” The Colonel replied,! 
cannot help it Hastings, with his profound Imowlcdge of 
the native charactei reprohated the negotiation and con 
R dered tliatitaliouldhavebccncntriisted to Colonel Fullerton, 
and conducted at the head of his army, at tho capital But 
Ilnstmga was now comparatively powerltss The Court of 
Diicctors, a prey to intrigue, had icAntty renewed their con 
demnation of his conduct, his own Cbuncil deserted hun 
Lord Jlacartney set limi at defiance, and the negotiations 
with Tippoo wore left to Jhe mismanagement of Jladras The 
com lussioncra wcic marched leisuicly thio qIi the country, 
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protect the mtivcs from the oppression of Europeans, ’’and to 
give (he Enghefi commurntj tlio blessing of their own lawh 
^riio judges were inAcstcd with the attributes of .tho twcl\o 
judges i« Westminster, n»d empowered (oadminfstejLnglisli 
law m all its branches. Parliament had thus, without au^ 
correct Knowledge of tho circumstances or wants of the new 
conquest, cstablinhcd two indepondcot powers, butlnd nc 
glected to define the sphere of their ajilhonty, and a coll Mon 
between the government of tho Company ond tho judicial 
officers of the Crown, became inevitable One of tho earliest 
nets of the Court was to fiang N undu Koomar for an offence 
which I ad not been capital since the days of Munoo The 
next blow fell on the ztinindats The country was slowly 
recoTcnng from tho confusion madent to the introduction of 
a novel and foreign administration, and tho zemindars were 
but partially reconciled to the new economy The Supremo 
Court, as soon as it was established, began to issue wnta 
against theta, at the suit of any one who could fee an attdr 
ncy, on the strength of w hicb thej were inin'ediatelj seized 
in tbew own cutchencs, or rent courts, and dragged down to 
Calcutta from a distance, sometime^, of several faundicd 
miles, ond con^gned to jad if they were uOwillmg, or unable, 
to furnish Jiail i'O uidcmmCcatiOD was given to them for 
the expense or disgrace they bad tncuircd even when their 
arrest was cancelled for lUegalily 0/ £agbsh law, then the 
most complicated sj stem of junsprudence in the world, they 
were profoundly ignorant, and they felt that no innocence 
and no ingenuity was able to protect them from the new 
dangers which menaced them A dark cloud hong oi er the 
country, as portentous as a Jilahratta mvasioo 
thBCoon. These proceedings necessarily affected the col. 
inteficrenw lection of the rcvcDUe, Sond endangered the re* 
OyTBmmcnt, BOUTCCS of govcniment "The disposition to 
ins 9. withliold every payment, however just, is in 
herent m the native character and the slightest pretext is 
suHicicnt to cicvelope Tne artes't anci ’namiuauoii o' fne 
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zeTiindnre destroyed their credit and authority, and gave 
their unscrupulous ryots an advantage they tvlre not slow to 
improve It had, moieover, heen the immemorial custom in‘ 
India to tuhject dcfaultera to coercion, without which they 
rarely paid their rents, hut tlie attorneys of the Supremo 
Couit, who had spread themsel%es over the country, advised 
the ryots and, renters when arrested, to sue out a writ of 
/ iileas corpus, when they were brought down to Calcutta and 
dischaiged, leavmg the landlord without rent or rciucdj 
Hie ciumnal judicature of the country, which embraced the 
police of thirty milhons of people, had been left in the hands 
of the Nabob of Moorslicdabad and his judicial and executive 
oQiccrs But the authority of their courts was at once anm- 
Jiibted by the judges of the Supreme Court, nho deeJared 
that the perton called Mohank ood dowlah, tint is, the 
Nabob of Moorshedabad, was a phantom, a meio man of 
straw, without any legal nght to t^o exercise of any power 
wliatsoever In ouo instance, indeed, the Court proceeded 
80 fat as to issue a process of contempt against las Iligluicss 
The next blow was aimed at the goi ernment itself, thoiiMi 
it had been established under the autbonty of Paihamcnt 
Ihe judges refused to acknowledge the East ^udia Company 
except as a trading bodj, with no olhvr powenor jositioa 
than an ordinary commercial association Thoy mtcrpi-ctcd 
the Act to signify that the government of the country by the 
Goicmor General in Conned was subject to the juristhction 
of the Supreme Court, and that it would be penal fur the 
Companv, or any of its BCirants, to disobey any oulcr or 
I rocess emanating from it Thcic was no dopaitmcnt of tl e * 
state with which they did not sec fit to interfci-c , tin w holo 
fahne of the administration was shaken to its laso, niul tin* 
country was threatcnedtwith universal nnarchy, simjl^ to 
enlarge the jimsjjclidn of the Crown couit, aiitl to exalt the 
authority of its judges 

TiT* cotiijtms To enumerate the vanjius instances of uijiistir«* 
“*=• and opprcaaivu to wUch the enforcctneiit of llicso 
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claiin<? p^rc nsc ^vonl 1 exceed the limits of tins cpiforftc, and 
one must suDicg ns a g imple A haloo named Co>«mnth was 
•instigated to bnog nn action tn the Supreme Conrt m August, 
1770, against Ills master, theiajaof ^ssijurali, tie 

eontb of Calcutta A writ was i«suctl on the strength of his 
affidavit, and the raja was required to find hail to the extent 
of three lacs and a half of rupees He concealed hhnself to 
avoid the process, upon u luoU the ,Court immediately des- 
patched two BhcrilTfi officers, with if body of eighty six men, 
of V. horn thirteen were European sailor^ and the rest nati\ 1 3 
habited as sepoys, and all armed with mw«l>efs or suord^ 
On their arrival at Cossijnrah, they forced their way mto the 
palace of the raja, maltreated bis servantb, violated the 
sanctitj of the zenana, and deaccrated his family temple, 
packing up the idol with other lumber in a basket, and oJBx 
mg the seal of the Court to it. ITastings coa«idercd that the 
time had at length arrived when he could no longer delay to 
vindicate the authority if the government, and alTord pro- 
tection to the natives, whatexer might be the hazard attend 
mg It He instructed the military officer at Midnapore to 
intcrc-pt the whole party on their return, and roarcli them to 
Calcutta, wheih they were immediately hTieratcd To prevent 
similar outrages which were then meditated, he likewise 
issued a {reclamation, directing all landholders of eveiy 
degree to consider themselves exempt from the jurisdiction of 
the Supreme Court, eici^t m the two eases of their having 
bound thein«elve& by agreement to submit to it, or being British 
subjects The Supreme Court then proceeded to isauo a sum- 
mons against the Governor General himself and the members 
of the Supieme C'«uncil, but they peremptorily refused to 
obey iL « 

SirE-iairer Petitions were now addressed to Parliament by 
•na ihe snade* botli EoTopCans and DatiTe<^ pnymg for a redrosa 
Coon, i so. these intolerable gnevances But aa tha 
remedy might be long m coming, tho sagacity of Hastlnga 
diacoiercd a more imme'&iate antidote The Provincial Ccun 
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cils established m 1778, held Ijoth revenue and civil courts, 
mid an appeal from tlicir deaaiona lay to the Sudder Dewanny 
Adawlut, or chief court of appeal in Calcutta, m wluch tli4 
Go%cmv General and the Council were appointed to prcsioe, 
ovhich, however, tlcir political and administrative duties 
seldom allowed them to do In April, 1780, Ilastings re 
inodolletl the whole system, separated the fiscal from the civ i1 
jurisdiction, leaving the former with the Provincial courts, 
and entrusting the latter to the civil courts which he cstab 
hslied in each district, with an appeal to the Sunder Deuannj 
He then offered the post of chief judge of this court to 
Sir Elijah Tmpey, upon a salary of 7 000 rupees a month, 
which was accepted without any hesitation This appoint 
ment, together with that of another of the Crown judges as 
Commissioner of the Dutch Bcttlcmcnt of Cliinsuraf, which 
h-jtd bcea ciptared at cracc iitrre^eif tfie S’up’'om8 

Court, and released tho GovemmenJ from its cnibarraBsments 
»*. •.nMi Tl'o inwliich this irranjement placed 
Brmnjisn M, the Chief Justice, proved highly adv-^ntageoua to 
the intciests of the country The judges of the 
new an] courts who were young and inexponenced, were 
placed under lus eupemsion and guidance, and he was thus 
enabled to give form and consistency to the System of civil 
judicature Though bred m all the tcchnicahties of Enghsh 
law, he drew up a code of regulations for the iidministiation 
of justice in the interior, comprised in nmety five sections, 
brief and clear, and exacllyadaptcd to the simpljcityof native 
habits , and it has formed the basis of all subsequent legisla 
lation at the Bengal Pres dency But this arrangement was 
assailed with great amniosity, both m the Court of Directois 
and m the House of Commons Sir Flijah wa,a recalled for 
laving accepted the offee, and Hastings wiig ovcntiiaHy 
impeached m addition to the o*h»**crmes charged against 
hun for having conferred it But, after the hpso of eigl tj 
years the wisdom of this proceeding has hcen tnumpbantlv 
vindicated by the Parhamnntaiy enactment of jsgo ^hich 



placed the Chief justice of the Supreme Court at tlfe 1 cad 
of the Crtjmpaup s Court of Appeal, and by amalgamating the 
-^ivo Courts, committed to him the dutj of supcmsing the 
judicial system of the President On the reccipj of the 
petitions from Calcutta before alluded to Parliament passed 
an Act in avliich the functions of the Supreme Court were 
more distinctly defined and it continued from that penod to 
the hour of its extinction, to enjoy th$ confidence and admira 
tion of t]ie entire commumly, Euro^an and natire, for the 
equity and impartiality of its decisions. 

Chert Sinirs pecuniary difficulties of the gOTcmment of 

de iKwciiqf Bengal were at tl*i3 time most critical There was 
war avith Iljdcr, who was triumphant in the 
Carnatic, war with the French with the Dntch and with the 
Mahrattas The entire expenseof oU these wars fell opon tb© 
treasury m Bengal a debt of a croro of rupees had been 
incurred, and the creditof Goremmentwas at the lowest ebb 
Hastings aras under the necessity of loohng to other sources 
than the ordinary revenues of the country for supplies and 
he was induced to mako an additional demand on Cheyt Stag, 
the raja of Benares The grandfather of the raja had begua 
1 fe with the re2t of half a village, but amidst the distraction 
of tl 0 timqs, had eucxieeded in ncquinng o temtory which 
yielded 60 lacs of rupees a year The dibtnot was transferred 
iy the Nabob Viz er to the Bntish government in 1775, and 
the rajah received a sunuud from tho Governor General, 
which stipulated that h a annual tnbute should be limited to 
twenty two lacs and a half a year Hastmgs s demand was 
therefore Btigniati«ed by his opponents as a breach of faith 
But the tenure of Benares was more that of a feudatory tl an 
of a mere zemindar, wh ch appears evideiit from the fact that 
Hastings when imtated ly ha o/position, threatened (o 
reduce h m to the cond t on of » simple zemindar hXe the raja 
of Burdwan By the law and constitution of Iiid a he was 
liable in cases of emergency, to becaDed on for evtmordinnry 
aidb by fits superior lord Sued payments liacf Ibrmerly been 
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Tindo'to Ins licgc, tlio Kaliobof Omlc, iind lie was equally 
lionml to meet tlic requisition made upon liim on the present 
emergency by llastinga^ of 2,000 horse and ri%o Hca of 
rupees 1 . The rajah pleaded poaerty, and endeavoured to 
c^adc the pijment of the full amount, but Trastinp>^ had 
Tcccncd intimation from various quarters that hia hoards 
cxcccffc<l tivo crorcs of rtipece, and ho persuaded himself that 
the rajah’s reluctance, to comply avith Ins demands, was a 
crime He dctcimmcJ* therefore, “to mahe !nm pjiy largely 
for his pardon, to ernefc a eercro vengeance for Jns dehaquency , 
and to draw from lus guilt the means of relief to tho Com 
pany’s distresses ” 

Chejtsnsr* Hastings was about to proceed to Benares to 
•xeuMUeBaa mcct tlic valvOcl of thc nja of Borar, and nego 
tiato a peace with the Bcgcocy at Poona, Client 
bmg was fully apprised of lus resentment and hastened to 
wort It by waiting on him as he entered tho proviucc, and 
iFumbly beseeching him to accept twenty hes of rupees 
Tho offer was rejected AMth scorn, and thc sum of fifty hes 
peremptorily demanded On his arrival at BcnarcB on the 
15th of Augitst, 1781, ITasfmgg sent thc ran a statement of 
his complaints, and \ laced him under arrest,' by sending fonr 
companies of soj oys to taho the place of lus v>wn guards 
Thc city of Beiiaics, thc iitadcl of Hiadooism, and tho great 
focus of politic d intrigue, had always been notorious for its 
turbulence On the present occasion, the populace roused by 
the indignity inflicted on the raja rose upon tho sepoys 
who had brought no ammunition avith them, and slaughtered 
both them and their oiSccre During tlus emeute, tho rnja* 
himself escaped across tho laver to his fortified palace at 
Ilamnugur Thc isituation of Hostings was penlous in tho 
extreme , the native iovee on whtdt ho depended for protcc 
tioa was annihilated, and he, and tho thirty gentlemen with 
him had only theu own weapons to trust to Happily tho 
infuriated retainers of the raja crowded tumultuously after 
him, and quitted the aty, instead of ottackmg Ilastmgs in his 
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defenceless Btntc The vliole pnovince was speedily m a 
Va 20 of rc\olt,,'ind the eemuidars of Behar, who had ercr 
Veen di«nfftctcd tow anls the English, were npe for msurrec 
tion It was at this critical penod, while boleainjpred in 
Bonarcs th it Hastings exhililcd his rare strength of nerve, 
by continuing and completing his negotiations with Sindia, 
ns if he had been tranqmlly residing in Calcutta Eqnaliv 
romarkalle was the confidence that Smdia manifested m the 
destinies of tht English, by aPUmg'his seal to tlie treaty, 
whfle he knew that the life of the Governor General was m 
jeopardy His situation at Iknares notwithstanding the 
rapid arrival of troops from different quarters was not, how 
ever, considered defensible, and he made his e«cape dunng 
the night, by a avmdow, and rowed down to Chunar 
c»ptsir*of The raja coUcctodo force of SOOOOmcD bntdid 
not oea<o to uaportoao Hastings for a rocnnciha 
" ■■ tioa, which was wisely rejected, lest it ‘should be 

attributed to fear The fajaV troops were sncccs«jre/y de 
feated, and he took refuge in Bdgogur, but not deeming 
himself safe there, fied to Bundlccund with as much treasure 
ns his elephants and camels conld cany The begaims, who 
were loft bchnfd, surrendered the fortress on the 9th of 
November , In a private letter to the commander of the 
troops, in reference to the trca'inre which was supposed to 
he deposited in Bidgegur, Hasting^' had incautiously remarked 
“ With regard to the booty, that is rather j-our consideration 
than mme I should be sorry that any of your ofFccrs, and 
soldiers lost anv part of the reward to which they are sowcfl 
entitled” On the strength of this ccraraunication, the 
oTiccrs proceeded at once to divide the bootj, amounting to 
forty lacs of rupees among themselves and the troops 
Ilastm"^ was especially mortified at^tlie lo'is of the treaaiirc 
with which he had hoped to replcm«h tlie empty treasury of 
the Company The ofEcers were invited to return it, and to 
leave tLcir cLaims to the equitable deoaion of the Supreme 
C-Tunol bnt they mamlc*led tbwr dis.eretion by refusing to 



418 TiiP nrocsis ov oudf [ciia^ 

trust t’leir interests to the arbrtrement of ft pnuper govern- 
ment In cxtennation of llie odioos procccdi^iga of Hastings 
towards Clitjl Sing, it was asserted that ho was disaffected 
to the Hutish Gosernment, but, in this cast, Hastings would 
not hi\c ^tnUircd to enter the capital with so slender an 
escort Clnyt Sing was culpable in hating hc'^itated to 
afford ilnintdialc aid to Ins liege sovereign in a great public 
exigency, but the imposition of a fine of fifty lacs of rupees 
fur witliliotding pajmoft of one-tenth of the sum, had an 
asj ect of Miidictn Chess which it is impossihlo to palliate; 
and altlioiigli Hastings was so blinded by Ins own judgment 
as to claim ment for the transaction, it has always been 
considered a dark spot in lus administration, and it will 
hereafter appear that it was on this point that the question 
of his impcichmqnt eacntually turned Clicyt Sing en- 
joyed on asylum at Gwalior for twenty nine years His 
nephew was raised to the throne, and tlic tribute augmented 
itom twenty-two and a hatf to forty lacs a year 

o( The disappointment whicli Hastings had cs- 
oiKfe,!?#-. penoncotl regarding these treasures increased his 
embarrassment The treasuiy m Calcutta was drained for 
the supfxirt of more than sixty thousand troSps required for 
the war at Bumbay and Madras, and money Was mdispenaablo. 
It was m thc‘-e circumstances that the Nabob vizier waited 
on him at Chunar, and represented the impossibility of making 
good from his exhausted countiy the arrears of a crorc and 
a half of rupees due to the Company, and of coiitinmiig to 
maintain the English troops stationed m his dominions But 
tlicsc troops were indispensably necesaary to their defence, • 
and the witlidnwal of them would have been immed ately 
followed by a Mahfatta invasion -Ho entreated Hastings to 
relieve bim from the charge of at le^t one bngade, and to 
allow him to take possession of the weiUh and thejaygeers 
of the hognins, to enable him to discharge Ins ol ligations to 
the Couiuiiiy Hastings subs>cquciitly alliuricd that if tlio 
Vizier bad nut made tins proposal^ he lumbelf would never 
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succession, OT tl o practice of Oncntal courts As to tlio 
barbanties practised on tho begins anti lljcircerrants bj tlio 
>nbob, Hastings cannot be litld personally anav.erable fo:* 
them , t^io odium ■which they have fixed on liis administration, 
■w as the revenge of civilization for on allianco -with barbarism, 
for a most objcctionallc object 

rriooiaKhw, Fyzoolla Khan, the Itoliilla cluLftaln, was, m 
1780 1774, left nuposscesion of Rampoora andsoAcral 

other jajgeora, of the afinual value of fifteen lacs of rupees 
He devoted his attention ■with great zeal to the encourage- 
ment of agnculturo and the improvement of the country, 
and -with such success as to double his rent roll m seven 
jears, ■without overtaxing Ins subjects Ho was bound by 
treaty not to increase lits military force beyond 6 000 men, 
of whom 8,000 were to be at the disposal of the Nabob rtzicr, 
when be happened to be engaged m war In November, 
1780, Hastings, distracted by the lotcUigencc of Colonel 
Tl&ilbes defeat, instructed tho Vmer to demand the aid of 
6 000 troops for the defence of Behar, to LTierate the English 
regiments for service at Madras ryzooUa Khan, with all 
humility, made an offer of 2,000 horse and 1,000 foot 
Hastings, who always expected prompt otedienco to Ins 
requisitions, was exasperated at tins hesitation#, and under 
the alarm created by Cheyt Sing’s proceeduigs, assented 
without adequate consideration, to the request made by the 
Vizier to dispossess FyzoolJa KJian of tj e whole of lus 
zemmdary and annex it to bis own dominions but he soon 
after d scovered and acknowledged the error he had com 
mitted In this interpretation of the treaty, revol ed the per 
mission he bad given tothcVizicr and released Fyzoolla IHian 
from the obligaticn of furnishing any quota of troops m 
future, on the payment Of fifteen lacs of rupees 
Cen*ure of Oi* Thcse ‘proceedings were severely condemned by 
the Court of 1) rectors who pronounced the de- 
iigiu, 1785-8 Jweanb .of SMih And 

oruered him to bo restored to hit* estates Unler tho m 
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fliienes of this vote of censare Hastings s colleagues in 
Council oof ogfy withdrew their support from him, but 
ahccime nmted in their opoositioD to him, and he complamed, 
^ith great reason that while be was still held responsible 
for the safety of India, his degradation had been proclaimed 
at every court in India “ If,’ be said, “ I am to be 
threatened with disn ismon, my acts reprobated, the whole 
responsibility of the goveinment tbroivn on me, with only 
'vn equal voice m Council, I cannot Mischargo my trust with 
Cl edit or effect” In a letter to the Court of Directors of 
tlie 20th of M'lrcb, 1783, after appeabng to them to attest 
the patience and temper with which he had submitted to all 
the indignities heaped upon lam dunog las long service, he 
announced hia determination to quit their service, and re 
quested that a successor might be immediately nominated 
Daring the year 1784 be proceeded to Lneknow, and in 
compliance with the requisition of the Court of Directors, 
restored the jaygftera td the begums, through the agoocy 
of the Nabob vizier He adjusted all accounts between Oudo 
and the Company, mado every arrangement for the payment 
of tbo Engl si troops eaiphy^ at its defence, and t?ira vnth 
drew the Residlncy, which had become odious to the Vizier by 
its mtcrfcjence with bia government, not less than by its 
depredations On bia return to Calcutta, Hastinga addressed 
valedictory letters to alt the pnnees and chiefs of India, and 
having hud the Keys of the treasury on the table of tl o 
Council Board, and dehvered the keys of tho fort to his 
snccossor, Mr Maepherson, embarked for England m Febru 
ary> l“8a, after a most eventful admiaiBtraUoa of thirteen 
years 

manfr»»rot,p. Hastings reached Engtanihon the JSthof June 
t on In Eng and experienced the mcftt gracious reception from 

tho Kingand Qacen and even the Court of Direc 
tors greeted him with a courteous addrc'is. By one of tho most 
influential members of tl e House of Lords, he was derenbed 
S3 the Company 8 great mansr^— rthr jwwirfAn’CHac'^irnj o/ 
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tlio Tlic Ministn, TPith one exception, cvincctl tlio 

7no«!t fncndly dj^posifwn towards J«m, and^tlic preeminent 
pen ices lit had rendend to his country in the Last full^ justi- 
fied hiSfrCTpcctations of « peerage J3ut that exception vis 
fatal to all liis hopes Hr Pitt, the pnmc minister, had 
imbibed a vehement prejudice against him He admitted 
that hoVas a great and wonderfol man, and that the charges 
against him were ndicuVnia nnd absurd, but, lie had coramitltd 
four transgressions — be liad attempted to extend tlic Bntish 
dominions in Indua, svliich the minister highly disapproved of, 
he had forfeited the confidence of the native pnnccs , he had 
disobeyed the orders of the Court of Directors, and he had 
fixed enormons sal iries to offices in India Thejc w as, more- 
over, an adverse rcsolation on the records of the Houso of 
Commons, and ontil it was done away with by a vote of 
thanks /or groat son iocs, Air Put ifSrmc^ fhaC/iecoufJ 
not advise bis Majesty to confer anj' honour on him , yet the 
mhiiater’a favounte colleague, Mr Dundas, with whom that 
damnatory vote onginated, bad subsequently declared, that 
Hnstmgs’fl conduct was worthy of every praise he could 
bestow, and of every support Ins Majesty’s ministers conld 
afford him , and he went so far as expressly to pronounce liim 
the saviour of India As to the vote of thaiiLs, Xr Pitt had 
only to propose it to the House, and it would hav e been 
earned by acclamation 

Seven days after Hastioga landed in Fngland, 
Hr Burke, one of tho most distinguished leadeis 
niMt. 20 th of the Wliiffs, gave notice in the House of Coin 
mons that he would on a future day, make 
n motion regarding the conduct of a gentleman recently re- 
turned from India • But a meeting of the partj was held 
soon after, and it was resolved, with great unanimity, to be 
unadvisable to cmbaA m a emsade against him Tlicrc was 
therefore every reason to conclnde that tho menaco of a pro 
secution wonld have blown over, bi^ for tho imprudence and 
arrogance of Major John Scott, Iho confidential agent and 
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ev3 gcnins IIa<«ting 3 Like other retired Indnn'i of^arople 
fortune he hadjmrchased i borough and entered Pailiament 
Ou the first day of the ensuing se<»swn of 1786, he ro'ie and 
defied Burke to make good his threat After this challenge, 
Burke had no option but to pursue his intention and he 
entered upon the impeachment inth all the ardour of his 
enthu'siastic nature lEs pohtical assoaate®, who h4d btcn 
lukewarm on the subject, felt them'^tlrcs bound in honour to 
rally round and support him , and tbft celebrated tnal is thus 
traced up to the mistaken zeal of Hastings s own friend, 
ilajor Scott, who emphatically ‘‘bulbed*’ Burke into the pro- 
secution. His first motion was for the production of papere, 
lot the irou<5Q rcaolrcd, that he should state his case before 
be applioi for documents to support it. 

Oa the 4th of Apnl, Burke bronght forward 
eleven clnrgc-s to tvbich eleten oil, era tvere aub 

aw 17^ acuncnlly naded. For many yeats be bad made 

tbe rolitics and the peoptd ot India and tbeir ancient biatary 
Ilia patticitar etiidj, and no man m tbe Honae baa ererb«n 
more familar with all questions relating to that country llo 
mas a oortiipper of ancient matitntiona nnd dynasties and 
bavmo folliweil the career of Hastings step by ete^ gradually 
coutiactedairecbng of pcisonal animosity too aids him, for 
111, ntlcmpa to subvert them in tbe East But all the mate- 
rials ot tliccbarges mere supplied by Mr Francis, Hasting B 
rancorous o.ponent m India, mho bad ol tamed a seat in I^ar 
liamcnt, anl determined to bout him domn ivilh al the 
rancour avlieb might bare been capeeted from 
Junius, later. After tbe cliarges liad been ...tr^uced. 
Hasting, obaincd permissien to be beard in rep y, and oa the 
1st of May ippcared at tlio bar, bending.bcnealli the meiglit 
of a doenmnt mom prolix tlian e-ren a Benpil di.piteli 
Ho read or till be sva, csliaustcd, svlicn tlio clerks of 
tbe House caiie to his aid and mnmUed through Us inter 
miaable pago; tbe rcadiag ofwlicb required a second dav 
The only impission prodliocd on the House was one of wean 
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impatience, jet bo ignorant was IIoRtingsof Fnglish 
Bciisibilitics oa to pcrbiiado himself that llio ^lea of the reply 
a\n8 contoivetl in a happy hour, and by a blcsaod inspiration? 
and that “it instantly turned oU minds to. his own ^^aJ ” 
TheOiTfeprin twciity-ta'o cliargvs, onlj three were « f 

dial charfcai, any Bcnoiis importance, and thej rt-ferred to the 
* *• first I’uhillawar, toChcytSing, andto (lie begums 

of Oudo Tlio rest — Bjich as that of liaving in sit n,\olii' 

tions, brought the fertile and beautiful pro%inccfl of I umich- 
abad to a state of the most dcplomble niin, and of having 
impoverished and dcjiopulaltd Oudo, and rendered the cjnntry, 
which was once a garden, an uninhabited dc‘*crt, — were tlm 
mere litter of Mr Francis’s malignity llic first charge 
accused him of having “ hired British Bolditrs for tlie purpose 
of extirpating tho inuoccot and helpless people inhaluting the 
Roliillas " But the first Itohilla war had received iho appro- 
bation of the Court of Directors, it bad taken place fourteen 
jiars before, and whatever might ^lavc been its <Tiniinalitj, 
Parhament had condoned it by subsequently reappointing 
flastings Governor General Mr Dundas cxplainoi that when 
be proposed a vote of censure to the House on tiis ti ansae- 
tion, he considered it sufficicat for the recall o! Uaitings, but 
ho had never supposed that it involved the ne^ps'sity of a 
prosecution Both he and Mr Pilt voted agamstthe charge, 
and it was consequently negatived by 319 to G7 /llie charge 
of wanton cruelty and extortion against the rajalof Benares, 
was brought forward by Pox, m a speech of surpalsiug abihty, 
but he rested Ins argument solely on the pnncapl? that Clieyt 
Sing was an independent prince, no wiy liable to|bc called on * 
for succour by tlie Bengal Government Mr Pitt, w ho was 
expected to support IlastingB m this case also, lebisted this 
opinion, and asserted that Cheyt Sing was a jassal cf the 
Bengal empire, and owed allegiance to it, and vps subject to 
eitraorthnary demands on extraordinary cmcrmncies But, 
he added the whole of Hastings s conduct slywed that he 
mlendcd to i umsh the laja with too m ich seviity inflicting 
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a fine of fifty lacs for a default of only five lacs. Hfi voted, 
tliereforc, for 4lie motion, which was earned by 119 to 79 
•The adoption of this charge by the Ministry, was the turmng 
point of the impeachment, which, after this decisioik became 
mental lo The third important charge, which referred to the 
confi cation of the treasures and estates of the bcgunis of 
OqJc, was entrusted to Mr Shendan and the speech of sis 
hours* duration with which he inhj^daccd it, has been justly 
considered the greatest effort of* oratory m ancient and 
modem tunes Mr Pitt, bun elf, described it as po«se=sing 
evcij thing that genius or art could fumi-h to agitate and 
control the human mind. The House was enraptured by his 
eloquence, and gave an unusual sign of applau«© by clipping 
of 1 and®, in which even the strangers were allowed to join 
without rebuke The debate was adjourned to the next 
day, on the extraordinary plea that, under «pcll of the orator, 
the members had loot their self po««c«^ion. When the Hms© 
resumed, Mr Pitt came forward and a.sserted that Hasting s 
conduct regarding the treasures of the begims bore the 
strongest marks of cnminahtr, though he did not impute to 
him the cruelties said to have been practised. After this dccia 
rat on the charge was supported by a majonty of three to 
one It was therefore resolved that Wairea Ilastinr^ shouldbe 
impeached before the lyardsof high crimes and mi«demeano^ 
during the period of Ins Indian government and as ^rds 
refu-^ the u«e of their own chamber, Westminster Hall was 


ordered to be fitted up for the occasion. , , 

The tnal Tvhich <»miiieiicc4 OB the 131h of 
Pehroarr, I7eS> pieseoted the noal aup=t 
8i«ctacle uluch bad bccB mtBrs^cd m England 
rot B,o„ than a centurr-the .mpoadnnf ,t b, the CoBmona 
oI Fnghnd before the b ghost tnBonal in the land of the 
Ban n-bo had con.obJatcd the power of Great Bntain in tbo 
Laat. The scene was one of nneiamplcd dignitj and gran- 
deur The Queen and Qie Pnnecsscs the Pnnee of « ales, 
and his rojal brother., with tbcir trains led the proccs.toa. 
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The pc?brB in thoir emune, ttcto marshalled two and two 
according' to their rank from their own chamber to the Inll 
But the most mteresting epectacle was the galaxy of genius * 
grouped together m the seats appropnated to the managers 
of the trial — Fox, and Burke, and Sheridan, and Grey, and 
Windham, men of impenahahle renown m the annals of their 
country *' In the presence of this illustrious assembly , 
Warren Hastings, who.had given law to the princes and 
people of India for thirteen years, appeared m the position 
of a culprit, and was required to go down upon his knees 
He was immediately commanded to rise, and accommodated 
with a scat, hut of all the indignities which had heen 
heaped on him in England or in India, this ignominious cere- 
monial was that winch most acutely wounded Ins feelings 
The Lord Chancellor, who presided in the Court, ands\ho 
had been hia own school fellow at Westminster, concUitlcd 
Ins address with much solemnity, “^onduct your defence in a 
aitfnner that may befit your station and the magnitude of the 
eharges against you, and estimate rightly the high character 
of thoBe you have to answer — the Commons of Great Britain ” 
To which Hastings replied with great dignity, “lamconiw 
to this high tribunal, equally impressed witii a confidence in 
my own mtegnty, and in the justice of tlio Court before 
which I stand ’ The pleadings were opened by Burke in a 
speech of such transcendent power, that Hastings luineclf 
was carried auay by the torrent of eloquence, and remarl od 
that for half an hour he really considered himself the greatest 
miscreant lo England The management of the unjicacliment, 
for any detail of which, Iiowovcr, it w not possible to fin 1 
space in this bncf sketch, was left by Mr Ihtt m the hands 
of his opponents tlifc Whigs, and itwas conducted m a spint 
of rancour, winch in tl is Sge of moderation, is regarded u ilh 
nmazimcnt The whhle proceeding is inseparably connected 
with the traditions and tlie credit of that party, and hence, 
after the Kj sc of three quarters of ofcntnry , its {xihlical chief 
still (xiiRidcrs that the “whole of Ilastingss policy ''a** 
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conceived in an Indian spirit of tnck, perfidy, craeity and 
faUi.hood ” liD acquit HaaUngs <jf criminality would ne- 
cessarily imply the severest reflection on the conduct of 
tliosic who applied to him the epithets of “thief,” ^‘tyrant,” 
“ robber,’ “ cheat,” “ swindler/ “ sharper,” “ captain general 
of iniquity,” and “ spider of hell,” and then expressed their 
regret that the English language did not afford tdhns more 
adequate to the enormity of Ins offerees The trial dragged* 
on for seven years, and ternunatW on the 23rd of April, 
179o, lu his complete and honourable acquittal It cost him 
ten lacs of rupees, and reduced him to poverty, but it has 
conferred immortality on hia name 

cii™ No man acting on so great a theatre, and in 

iiii-nn moeft circiimstanccs of such extreme difliculty has ever 
efUMungv pnbhc condnet, and his private corres- 

pondence subjected to an ordeal !il e that to which Hastings 
was exposed, and there are few who could have come out of 
it Vi ith such credit. In ttie opinion of tho ablest, though rflost 
censonous of tho histonans of British India, “He vas beyond 
'll! question the most eminent of the clucf rulers whom the 
Company has ever employed, nor is there any one of them 
who would not have succumbed under the difiicuUies he had 
tocnccmntpr" The impartial verdict of posterity has long 
since acquitted him of the crimes charged on him That ne 
wns not free from blame, the preceding narrative has abend- 
nntlj slioivn, but his offences arc cast into the si sde when 
wc contemplate the grandeur of Ins whole career, nnd we 
maj adopt the opinion of one of the most eminent statesmen 
of Ihc day, “ Though he xvas not bbineloeo if there v as 
a bald place on his head it ought to bo covered with 
laurels ” His presidency was a great spoch m the histoiy 
of onr Indian empire On his amwl m ncugal as governor, 

1 1 found the Company in possession x)f a I irge and fertile 
timtory, bnt without any rule of government except that 
which Ind deso-nded to it from its commercial institutions, 
and no rule of policy *hat nhicli the accident of the 
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day sup)b1i'‘d It was lie who oi^nised the adrainistratinn 
and consolidated the political power of the British empire m 
the East While he was aimons to avoid terntoncal acquisi- « 
tifins, he get his heart on extending’ oar political influence to 
every court, and malung the Company the leciding power ui 
India, and the arbitrer of its destinies This task he accom- 
plished v^iile opposed and thwarted hy his collea^es, counter- 
•acted and rented by his superiors, and enjoying but accidental 
and temporary authority/ \Vhile the king of England and 
Ins mmisteis were losing an empire m the west, he vas 
building upon an empire m the east To the natives of India 
his impeaclimcnt was an iticoraprehcnsihle enigma They had 
followed him to his embarkation with their regrets, and when 
ho had been deprived of all power, and liad become the butt 
of persecution, the princes of India, whose confidence he av as 
said to have forfeited, hastened to offer him the spontantoiis 
homage of their admiration Nor to this day 13 ho regaided in 
India m any otlicr light than os one df the most moderate and 
most honourable, as v. cll as the ablest of British rulers 
fcieetinfl The cxclusivo privileges granted to tho East 
E’Smi- Inin Company were to ctpiie upon tlirooycare’ 

*-• notice, after the 2oth of March, 1785, and negotia- 

tions weie therefore opened between the India hoi^se and tho 
Treasury, towards the dose of that year, m Inch turned chiefly 
on two points, the right of the Crown to all temtoncs ac- 
quired by Its subjects, and tJic share due to tlie public of tho 
advantages which the Company enjoyed. On tho 9tb of 
April, 1781, Lord North lirought forward eight propositions 
in the House of Commons relative to the govcinmcnt of 
India, 60 unpalatable that tne Court of Directors refused to 
apply for the renewai of the Cliarter on such terms But Iho 
Company was strong m the IIouso ond in the country, while 
the Ministry was tottenng A cotnpromi^ic w i<5, therefore, 
effected between the parties Tho question of right to tho 
temtoncs acqiurcd m India was loft in nliojaucr, and tlio 
existing jnvihges were extended witii sewictlj any iiiodifica- 
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tion to a ptnoil of three yc^rs, after notice Ind bedh given 
on the Ist o> ZyTarclii 3791 The Company was likewise 
required to pay to the Trca^iary the sum of forty lacs of 
lupecs la hca of all arrears dao to the nation, gnd three 
fourths of their surplus profits, after the payment of a di\ i 
fleud of eight per*^ cent , were to go to tlic state In Pebruiry 
pf the year 3781, the petitions, formerly mentioned, from 
the inhabitants of Calcutta against the encroachments of the 
Supreme Court were presented to tl*c House, and it was agreed 
to refer them to a Select Committee, of which Mr Burke 
was the hfe and soul, and which is remembered by the twelve 
able reports drawn up by hia pen and submitted to Parba 
inent It was these reports which for the first time diffused 
through tho community m England a distinct new of the 
origin and progress of our rule m India, and of tho un 
portance of the aaftooal interests which had grown op Oa 
the receipt of tho intclligenco of Ilyder Ahs irruption into 
the Carnatic, the Hinistcr moved for the appointment a 
Secret Committee to inquire into the cause of the war, ana 
the state of the Briti h possessions on that coast Six reports 
were presented by this Committee, through its chairman, 
Mr Bundas * 

fif«onfarib<f Oil tliC 9lh of Apnl ITS**, Mr Dundas moved 
oi that the reports be referred to a Committee of the 
HasbDgM Si House, Bud JO a speech of tliree hours 

duration, denounced the conduct of the Presidencies m Ind a, 
whom he charged with having plunged the nitjon into warn 
Cor the sake of conquest, violated tho engagement of treaties 
and plundered and oppressed the natives He censured tho 
Court of Duectors for reprobating the conduct of their 
semnta abroad only when it was not»atfendcd with profit 
The House at once adopted the dfarges brought against Sir 
Thomas Pumbold, the late governor Of Madras, and a bill of 
jiains and penalties was introduced bet m consequence of the 
unsettled state of parses, »t dropped throi gh leaving the 
black Btam of hia imqmU« stdl attached to 1 13 character 
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On the 80th of M'ly, 1782, Mr Dundag moved for the recall 
of Mr Hastings fiom Bengal, and Jlr Hornbjcfiom Bombay, 
for liavmg m Buiidrj instances acted m a manner repugnant to * 
the honotjr and policy of tUenation, and thereby broughtgi eat 
calamities on India, and enormous expenses on the Comjanj 
The House voted Hastings s recall, the Court of Diicctors 
followedhhc example, but the Couit of Proprietors, mIiicIi at 
this time compnsed men pf high standing and great cmmence 
m the coimtry, resolved that the Court of Directors was not 
bound to pay any attention to the suggestions of oiil^ one 
branch of the legislature, and passed a vote of thanl s to 
Hastmga This act of mdependence, which was relented by 
both parties m the House, sealed the doom of that Comt 
Mr Dundas declared it to be dangerous m pnnciple and 
insultmg to the authority of Parliament, and when he camo 
into power two years subsequently, assisted in giving a death 
blow to Its power 

pti»»®rcuii* The pecuniary embairassments m uhieh t/ie 
Bin. 1J8S. Company was involved by the bills draw u for tho 
expenses of the war m the Carnatic, damaged their position 
m no small degree On tho 5th of March they presented 
a petition to tho House stating that of tho* sum exacted 
of them for the benefit of tho nation, they had paid tluity 
lacs, but were unable to find the remainder, though it was 
only ten lais, and moreover, that they could not carry on 
the government of India for another twelvemonth, witliout 
the loan of a croro of rupees Two Acts were passed for 
their relief, but this application, combined with the rejwrts 
of the two Committees, and tho damaging dcbilts m tho 
House, produced n deep impression ou the public mind and 
there was a gcncril demand forsoroo measure crmmciisiirato 
with the imjortanco and cxigenej of the case Mr fox, then 
at the head of the Oi ahtiou Mmisliy, was iir^id by Iho 
national voce to Icgislalo for India, and le coi scqii iitly 
broii„ht forward Ins cil brated India Bill noiliChvoatd 
UasUugs had Kcui imciidcdtotl c Ptitn. ^Imistcrs of thi. da), 
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to Lonl Chillnin and Lord l*orlfa, that the government of 
Ind a si ould conducted m the same and under the autho* 
»rity of the king But Air Foxs Bill went much further 
He proposed that all the powers of goTcmment jhoul 1 ho 
transferred for a period of four years, from tlie Conif auj to 
a Board consisting oi acvcD Commissioners, Ic be nominated in 
the first mataico by Parliament, and afterwards* by the 
Crown The trade of (he Company^ was to be mamgr-d by 
i me assistant directors, to be evenhially cho«en by tl e pro 
pnetors of Ii dia block. Another Bill was 1 kcwise intrudui^d 
for the reform of abuses m India, but its provisions were 
without Mgour or soundness. A hobbj of Air Francis was 
also adopted, and the zemindars were declared to be the 
hcrcd taiy proprietors of the lands of which they collected 
the rt\ tnue -As regarded making war or alhii ces with the 
native poners, tiie supreme authonty in India was to be 
placed uador more 6c\cre rcstnctio&s, and rendered more 
subordinato than before to the Boat’d of Commissioners, 
fourteen tliou«a id miles off, in England. 

PcfMtofias* ^ introd iction of 

in<!,aeu, ti a bill, -were pore and benevolent. He really 
* **• bLlie\od that it was bis mission ‘ to rescue the 

greatest number of tl c humao nice that ever were so gne 
viously opprcs«<.d from the greatest tyranny that ever was 
exercised- B it the bill was considered da igcrous to the 
bbertics of the i ation The patronage of India wa^ estimated 
to be twirth two trorcs of rupees a year, and as tl e pru ciple 
of conpttitm. nppomtments bad not then butn dscoverod, 

It was bcl O' td tl it the transfer of it to the Croi i or to tho 
nun ster n< uld diitroy the balance of the cui st tntion It 
was tl erefort o} {loscd by onany from^ the n t i air otic 
motives, H e Court of Duectors, threatened wiih till ction, 
filled tho coo try with their complaints and a ■< rl d tl at 
after such a u lition t*f cbartcrod rights, do i i tun n m 
Englai d « IS secure The cry ■was echoed iii I rh l t ly 
tlurt^ or for y of thy<ic rMiom the spoiU of tin, coal or me 
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jobs of'tlie Indn lion<je, Ind lifted into tlic sernte, and 'wlio 
presented a iimi plnhnx of oj position to aobill which cat 
off their children and connections from the prospect of similar* 
fortunes^ Evoty engine wis set m motion to defeat this 
measure, jet it passed the lower House by a triumphant 
majonty of 208 to 102 But the king had been alarmed by 
the assurance, that it r. onld tal e the diadem from his head, 
and jlace it on the bro\\sof Mr Fox He, tlierefoi-c, adopted 
the unconstitutional coi/rso of authoruing Earl Temple to 
‘inform the peers, that he should consider any one who acted 
for it ns no fiiond of Ins The House of Lords therefore 
threw out the bill, and at midnight the king sent a messenger 
to the ministers, whom he cordially hated, to announce their 
diaraissal . 

«r w niaduk Mr WilUamPitt, then twenty four j ears of ago, 
an j M placed at (he head of the new ministry, and, 

after struggling foi ecroral months with an adrcrec Houso 
of*Coinmou8, at length apjcalcd to the coontrj, end obtained 
a majority of ICO The East India Company, then the most 
powerful corporation m England, had assisted him with their 
infiuence at the elections, aud their intcrMtswere not for- 
gotten w-licn he was m power Their chidf rerenue was 
derived from the monopoly of the tea trade Tlieywercm 
arrears for duly to the extent of a croic of rupees, which tbej 
asked him to remit The duty of 50 per cent then levied on 
the importation of the article, gave encouragement to 
sraugglmg, and thereby diminished the resouiccs of tl e Com 
pany Mr Pitt reduced it to 12j pei cent , and endeavoured 
to make up the loss of sixty lacs of rupees w hich it entailed, 
by an increase of the very objectionable tax on windows and 
light On the 13th of August* he introduced his Indja BjJI 
in a speech in which he* denounced, m no equivocal terms, 
the misconduct of the governors m Ind a He had before 
him the three plans for the improvement of the government, 
which had been drawn up during tho previous three years by 
Lord North, Mr Dundas and Mr Fox, from each of which ho 
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borroTTcd some of tlie matenaUof his own bill. He pfoposcd 
the apjKttntmcnt of a Board of Commissioner^ consisting of 
•SIS members of the Pnrj Conned, with power to chech, 
superintend and control, all the acts, operations and jonceme, 
connected with the cird and military government, and the 
reicnuesof India TheCourtof Directors were to snbmit to the 
Commissioners, not only the letters received from todia, as 
before, but all those which were transmitted by them. All 
despatches and orders dictated by the Board were to be im 
plicitly obeyed- At the same lime a committee of secrecy was ^ 
constituted, consisting^ of three Directors, through whom all 
important commumcations from the Board were to be sent , an 
mtenor cabinet was thus cstabli:diedatthe India House, which 
excluded twenty one of the Directors from all share of pohlical 
power The Court of Propnetors, which had recently set th** 
Hon e of Commons at deCance wasrestnctedfrommterfenng 
with any of the decisions of the Board, and was thus redoced 
to utter insigniCcance iVo other provisions were in«ert^J, 
the one to compel everrofheer retonnngfrom India to dchvei 
a echednle of tlio property he had ocquired , the other to 
e'^tabli h a separate and august tribunal m £n gland, for the 
trial of great delinquents. But these anomaloos enactments 
were spcedijy abrogated It was als^ declared m this lil] 
that the pureoit of schemes of conqucat was repugnant to the 
wish "to the honour and the policy of the Bntnsb nation, and it 
was therefore enacted, ‘ that it should not be lawful for the 
Governor General without the express authonty and concord 
of the Court of Directors, or of the Secret Comimttce, either to 
declare or commence hostflilies, or to enter into any treaty 
for making war against any of the native princes or states m 
India, or any treaty gnaraaltciag the dominions of such 
pnnces or states, except when lio tdities should have been 
commenced, or preparations actually made for the attack of 
the Enti&h nation m India, or of some of the states and 
pnnces whose dominions ^it shall be engaged by sub‘=iating 
♦n. •hdn.’iiU' Hiw far this attempt to sto^ the. ^w.tn. 
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of tlm 111111811 empire by Act of Parlnmcnt v. ns successful, 
irUl be seen in the course of this history • 

Compamontu It 13 difficult to account sitisfuctonly for the* 
iheBiuviTj* reprobation of Mr Fox’s bill, and the commenda- 
tion bestowed on that of Mr Pitt In both the monopoly of 
the tnde to India and Clima was left to the Comiiany, and 
the Directois were to be diosen by tbo Propnetors Tiic 
object of bothwaa the aamc, to depme the Court of Directors 
of all power m the government of India, and transfer it to tlio 
Mmistiy of the daj, by whom, m both cases, the Commis 
Blond'S were to be appointed, for the Crown meant its rcsjion 
Bible MiniaterB But, then, Mr Pitt left to the Company the 
semblance of power while he imperceptibly tooh away the 
reality Do left the Court of Directors all tho trappings of 
greatness, tbeir grand house, their magmCccnt banquets, and 
Iheirvast patronage , they were still the grandest corporation 
in the grandest city of tho world , but, there was tho check- 
siting behind tho machinery, which controlled all its move 
ments Front the passing of this bill in 1784, to the period 
when, in 1858, Mr Fox’s plan was consummated, and tho 
govornment^of India distinctly transferred to the Cro'wn, tho 
ailministratioo of India was conducted nnifcr tho absolute 
control of the President of tlic Board, though incthe name of 
the Company The government of India was a despotism at 
home, and a despotism abroad The Indian Mmist«r was, it is 
true, responsible to Parliament, but the responsibihty became 
a farce, when the members rushed out of the house at the 
name of India 3fr Dundas was appointed the first President 
of tho Board and continued for sixteea years to manage the 
affairs of India with ability which has never been surpassed 
The office has smee been considered one of nifenor importance 
and dignity, and, anth dccasional exceptions, has been left to 
second, and even third rate men Indeed, there arc few cir- 
Lumstanct s more striking in the history of our Indian empire, 
than tie contrast presented by bnlLant genius of iH 
suvCessive Governors General, and the dull mediocrity of 
those who have presided over the government at home 
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justice, !iiiclo8tal1ifiliingafuntlfortlicirIiq«i(l'»linn Jfr Titi'a 
Imla Hill cniilntiicil lUo namo enoctmeiit, aiiJ tlie Court of 
Dircctorb otitcroil iip^in tlio ilntj with great rtal, but lieforo 
the clc'vct.'f 1781 Mr Dundsa took the affair out of Ihtir 
Innds, and detinnmwl to paj off the demands without any 
inACsti^alioii wlntMcr lo deterrmne the order of payment 
he diMdid them into three classes, and directed that the sum 
< f twelve hi s of pago la# should 1« annually appropriated to 
tliHolject, giving the j rlctdciicc, hottever, to the fnvato 
dubtP, over the «hht duo to the Cojn|»iij. The Court of 
llirccloru rt ini nstrated against this preposterous arrangi,- 
tnent, and Jll^lli ] leaded their prior right to the rc| ayiiicnt 
of the ca(»cti«cs they had incurred, almost to their own bank- 
niptc}, m defending the Carnatic fn>m Ilvder’s invasion, and 
for which tho ^ ibob had already made an assignment of 
pcvcn lacs of pagiidas a joar They reprobated the prejiosal 
to divert nn^ portion of this ewm to ^!afl'^f^ tl/c demands of 
histniidnlcnt creditors But the powers of government had 
passed out of their hands The President of the Board of 
Control refused to reconsider his decision, and tho subject 
was brought before the House m February, 1785 It was on 
this occasion that Mr Burho delivered his cclifbntcd spcocli 
on the Nabob’s debts, and consigned tlio Benfieh^, and tlio 
Atkinsoiis, and tho whole crew of Madras extortioners, to 
everlasting infamy He asenhed the singular couTbo j ursued 
by Mr Bundas to the caerciso of Parliamentary influence It 
appeared that Paul Dcnfield had been enabled to make no 
fewer than eight members at the recent election, from funds 
BUI phed by the Nabob of Arcot, and their votes were plactd 
at the disposal of the Mmistiy “This,”exchimed 2dr Burkt, 

“ was the golden cup of nbonunatioaa , th s tho cliahco of tho 
fornications of rapine, usifty, and oppression, which was held 
out by the gorgeous'eastem harlot, which Ro many of tho 
people — BO many of the nobles had drained to the very dregs ” 
But Bo powerful was thcBImistiy in tli^IIousc, tCat they did not 
con Icscend even to notice this bnlhaut speech Mr Dundas’s 
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twoduT>. spots m otir Indian administrations, and they appear 
all tliL more scandalous when contrasted witii the generil 
integrity and justice of our proceedings' * 

r. In the next question which Mr Dundis look m 

The reeraoesVf , , , ^ ^ ^ , , 

the Camadc, hand — thc revenues of the Carnatic — his decision 
was equally unfortunate The imiptiou of Hj der 
All into tl&e proMiice had constrained Hastings to demand an 
assignment of all the re'fennes of the Carnatic to provide for 
its Qvfence, with the resefvation of one sixth for the expenses 
of the Nabob The Nabob was obliged to submit, but under 
the influence of his creditors, who refused to advance money 
without fresh tuTiKaus, he spared no exertion or artifice to 
defeat the arrangement, and at length sent an agent to 
Hastmgs to appeal against the measures of Lord Ifacartnej 
Hastings imprudently hstened to his tale of wrong, and 
issued an order for the restitution of the D«:<«)gnincnt The 
distncts had been placed under the able management of a 
bodid of honest men, and had yielded a larger revenuo than 
they had ever produced before, to surrender them to the 
Nabob would have reduced the Presidency to destitution at a 
time when the army was seven months in arrears An angry 
discussion arose between Madras and Calcutta, but Ixiril 
Macarteny at length succeeded in retaining the revenues, an'd 
his conduct received the approbation of thc Court of Directors 
Butilr Dundas had not lecn many months at the head of 
the Board of Control before he ordered them to be peremp- 
torily given back, on the ground that the war had ccastd, 
and that * it was nece^‘iary to giie to all thc {««cra of 
India a strong proof of thc national faith * I lie Nabob lad 
received a much larger amount of ready money from thi, 
punctual payment of»hi3 slioic of the revenues tl an he had 
ever received before fromHhe distncts and he could thcrcioro 
have no interest m retiming thc management of them But 
it was of the highest importance to hs creditors, ef whom 
Bel field was thc rcproscntatHL, andj^ at tho bamc lime, the 
Nabobs thief a Ivi&er ui all su li matters, to regain their hold 
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xniUcd hil reasons to the Court of Directors the chief of which ivas 
that these landholders were cndcarcnmQg to baffle tho^omimssioners, 
and that the Court declared themsclrcs perfectly satisfied with the 
course he bad adoptci When themattcr came under Parbamentary 
mvestigaticw it was attested bjfour witnesses that at the Madras 
Presidency transactions of this nature had aliays been conducted 
by the President himself, and subs^ucntly communicated to the 
Board 

Ilegardihg the 1 ribe of a lac of nipees to his secretaiy, Mr Red 
head by Sectaram raj it is shown that Sir Redhead never enjoyed 
the confidence of Sir fhoma# and was dismissed within a few months 
of his arrival at ^ladras and died soon after A paper was discovered 
among hia effects which purported to be a translation from the on 
ginal in the Gentoo language containing a promise on the part 
of Seetaram raj to pay him a lac of rupees on the performance of cer 
tain services It was not attested by Seetaram or by Mr Redhead 
Ills executors however sued the native for the amount m the 
Mayor b Court and obtained a decree, which was reversed on appeal 
by the President m Council An attempt was made to implicate 
Sir Thomas m the odium of this transaction, but tbe counsel for the 
biU found that it could not be sustained and abandoned the charge 

It is stated in the histones of India that when Sir Thomas sum 
XQoned the semindars of the northern |ircars to l^Iadras Viziram 
ra] the zemindar of Vizagapatam, declined to obey the ituunction, 
pleading the injury which ms estates would suffer Irom his absence 
out that his brother Seetaram rtj hssteoed thither snd succeeded 
m obtammg from Sir 1 homas Humbold the entire command of the 
zemmdary in spite of his brother s remonstrances The version of 
this affair given in these papers, and substantnted by documentary 
evidence presents it in a totally different aspect. Seetaram was the 
eldest son and the lawful heir of the principality, but under the 
pressure of palace intrigues was induced to relinquish Lis right to 
his brother and to consent to act as his dewan or steward m which 
capaaty he maniged the estates with such fidelity and benefit as in 
a few years to double the rent roll A competitor at length succeeded 
in poisoning the mind of Tuiram raj against his brother, and sup- 
planted him in bis ofTce Seetaram was at Madras seeking the 
intervention of the public authorities before the arrival of Sir Thomas 
who determined if possible to reconcile the 1 rothers The new 
dewan who was a defaulter to the extent of £90 000 was directed 
to proceed to the xemmdary, and bring up his accounts bir Thomas 
embraced the opportntity of bis absence which relieved Yiziram 
&amthcspeilofhi9uifluence#toma1ceuptheram lyquarrel Seetaram 
was re appomted dewan ^nd cont nued to live in harmony w th his 
brother and secured the punctual payment of the pubbe revenue, 
and promoted the improvement of t! e family property 

Tile most important senes of events elucidated by^heso documents 
IS that! hicb refers to the transfer oftheOifctoor sircar whiclihas I ctn 
assumed, without question, as the caused theconf deriicy formed to 


of the Jfa^raa Council, and subiniUcd to Mr Tloatings, who made 
divers alterations, and then returned tt to be carnedeiuto effect, with 
hi3 full concurrence A detachment of British troops nos then sent 
to occupy the province, who were ohliged to cross a comer of a dis 
tnct wnic^ Ilyder had recently added to his domiuions The Court 
of Directors likewise commended the tneritoiious conduct of Sir 
Thomas lu concluding the treaty 

The Nizam and Uyder resented this proceeding, hnt their indigna- 
tion only served to demonstrate the wisdom and pohey of it The 
Niznm reproiclied his brother for having rented the sircar to the 
English, when he should ha^f made It over to Uyder All. n)der had 
resolved to oust Basalut Jung and talc« possession of the province, 
which would give him a position ou the flank of the Carnatic, and a 
port on the Coromandel coast lie was imtatcd hy the promptness 
with which this design was frustrated, and vowed that he would not 
allowthesircartopassintothehandsof “his oldand bitter enemies ’ 
By a singular error, accidental or otherwise, the « ord “ enemy ’ vv as 
substituted for “enemies, ’ and the declaration was thus made to ap 
ply to ilahomed Ab, the nabob of tbe Cam^tlc, and not to the com 

E any whom ilyder always regarded with a feebng of rancorous 
atred 

With regard to the tribute of seven lacs of rupees a year tb^aners 
state that it had fallen mto arrears before the arrival of Sir Thomas 
Bv&nbold The Nizam was pressing fur payment, and the Madras 
Oovemmont bad earnestly entreated the Governor General to assist 
them with funds to discharge it Tbe Madras Presidency vv as reduced 
to such a state of poverty, that when the troops had been paid for one 
month they knew not where to look for the next supply Mr Holland 
was Sent to Hyderabad, not to make a pooitive demand of remiesion 
to be eventually supported by violeuce, but to solicit a rediictiou of 
the sum, on the plea of poverty, aud jf the Nizam appeared to be 
propitious, to propose the entire relinquishment of it, coupled with 
certain propositions which it was thought would appear an equivalent 
for the saenhee If they were rejected, he vvasimtructcd {©assure 
the Nizam that tbe current tribute, as well as the arrears, would bo 
paid “ as soon as they were m cash. ’ Mr Holland found on his ar 
rival, that the Nizam had taken the French forco dismissed by Basalut 
Jung into fcis own service, which, considering that tl e Lnglish were 
then at war with tbe French, wae a gross breach of the treaty, and the 
Governor of Madras strenuously remonstrated with the Nizam for 
openly protecting and CQcouriguig tbe enemies of the Company 
Jlr Holland thereforeSinfonned liim tliat the payment of the tribute 
would be made on bis giving fall satisfaction regarding the hrcnch 
troopo 

Ihe hostile confederacy formed by the Nizam isattnbnteJ by 
the historians to the irritation produced in tic Uiind of the Kizam 
by the Gu itooi transactions and the tribute negotfations But the 
documeuts show that it was formed befcre tliey had occurred, and 
that this fact was admitted by the Covemor-GcnenJ hirascli Tbo 
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tjnju-«tiflaW(v manner The law ofliccrs of the Crown cooilemned 
those proccwin;^ as uiyu»t. Some of Iho more ^rnportant allqr»* 
tions lu the bill «cre abandoned and others I r he down when, 
brought to the Im of cndcnce, and the 1 jJJ was withdrawn 
twenty cynthv after it had been prcstntc<l, bj a motion thatill>e 
read thst diy »ir tnonth*. 

It ii to l>e hopi*d that this TalnaMe tolleclion of documents will 
at no distant period )« gires to l! e pablic f r the inf nnation of 
those wh^ take an Interest in tho kutorj of Unltsh India, and ibo 
guidance of those who tnaj hereafter treat of this subject. 



